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CHAPTER I. 

The great advantage of being the fool of the family — Uy destiny is de- 
cided , and I am consigned to a stock-broker as part of His Majesty's 
sea-stock — Unfortunately for me Mr. Handycock is a bear, and I get 
very little dinner. 

If I caDoot narrate a life of adventurous and daring exploits, 
fortunately I have no heavy crimes to confess : and , if I do not rise 
in the estimation of the reader for acts of gaUantry and devotion in 
my country's cause, at least I may claim the merit of zealous and 
persevering continuance in my vocation. We are all of us variously 
gifted from Above, and he who is content to walk, instead of to 
run, on his allotted path through life , although he may not so ra- 
pidly attain the go^, has the advantage of not being out of breath 
upon his arrival. (Not that I mean to infer that my life has not been 
one of adventure. I only mean to say, that in aU which has oc- 
curred, I have been a passive, rather than an active , personage}^ 
and , if events of interest are to be recorded , they certainly have 
not been sought by me. 

As well as I can recollect and analyze my early propensities , I 
think that, had I been permitted to select my own profession , I 
should in all probability have bound myself apprentice to a tailor; 
for I always envied the comfortable seat which they appeared to en- 
joy upon the shopboard, and their elevated position, which enabled 
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them to look down upon the constant succession of- the idle or the 
busy, who passed in review before them hi thematn street of the 
coujitry town , near to which I parsed' ^e'^rs.t tourteen years of my 
existence. . ' 'i ' 

But my father, wht) was axXergyman of the Church of England, 
and the youngest brotherof a noble family , had a lucrative'living, 
and a " soui abote buttons ," if his son had not. It has been from 
t[me JmmemoFfat the heathenish custom to sacrifice the greatest 
*J[doK ef cthe family to the prosperity and naval superiority of the 
Country, and^ at the age of fourteen , I was selected as the victim. 
If the custom be judicious , I had no reason to complain. There 
was not one dissentient voice, when it was proposed before all the 
varjties of my aunts and cousins, invited to partake of our new- 
year's festival. I was selected by general acclamation. Flattered 
by such an unanimous acknowledgment of my qualification , and a 
stroke of my father's hand down my head which accompanied it, 
I felt as proud , and, alas ! as unconscious as the calf with gilded 
horns , who plays and mumbles with the flowers of the garland 
which designates his fate to every one but himself. I even felt, or 
thought I felt, a slight degree of military ardour, and a sort of 
vision of future grandeur passed before me, in the distant vista of 
which I perceived a coach with four horses , and a service of plate. 
It was, however, driven away before I could decipher it, by po- 
sitive bodily pain , occasioned by my elder brother Tom , who, 
having been directed by my father to snuff the candles, took the 
opportunity of my abstraction to insert a piece of the still ignited 
cotton into my left ear. But as my story is not a very short one , I 
must not dwell too long on its commencement. I shall therefore 
inform the reader ,' that my father, who lived in the north of Eng- 
land , did not think it right to fit me out at the country town, near 
to which we resided ; but about a fortnight after the decision which 
I have referred to, he forwarded me to London,. on the outside of 
the coach, with my best suit of bottle-green and six shirts. To 
prevent mistakes , I was booked in the way-bill , " to be delivered 
to Mr. Thomas Handycock , No. 14. Saint Clement's Lane — car- 
riage paid." My parting with the family was very affecting; my 
mother cried bitterly, for , like all mothers , she liked the greatest 



fool which she had presented to my father, better than all the rest; 
my sisters cned because my mother cried ; Tom roared for a short 
time more loudly than all the rest, having been chastised by my 
father for breaking his fourth window in that week ; during all 
which , my father walked up and down the room with impatience, 
because he was kept from his dinner, and, like all orthodox di- 
Tines, he was tenacious of the only sensual enjoyment permitted to 
his cloth. 

A.t last I tore myself away. I had blubbered till my eyes were so 
red and swollen , that the pupils were scarcely to be distinguished, 
and tears and dirt had veined my cheeks like the marble of the 
chimney-piece. My handkerchief was soaked through with wiping 
my eyes and blowing my nose, before the scene was over. My 
brother Tom, with a kindness which (}id honour to his heart, ex- 
changed his for mine, saying, with fraternal regard, **Here, 
Peter, take mine, it's as dry as a bone.'' But my father would 
not wait for a second handkerchief to perform its duty. He led me 
away through the hall, when, having shaken hands with all the 
men , and kissed all the maids , who stood in a row with their 
aprons to their eyes , I quitted my paternal roof. 

The coachman accompanied me to the place from whence the 
istage was to start. Having seen me securely wedged between two 
fiit old women, and having put my parcel inside, he took his leave, 
and in a few minutes I was on my road to London. 

I was too much deprested to take notice of any thing during my 
joamey. When we arrived in London, they drove to the Blue Boar 
(in a street, the name of which I have forgotten). I had never seen 
or heard of such an animal , and certainly it di4 appear very for- 
midable ; its mouth was open and teeth very large. What surprised 
me still more was to observe that its teeth and hoofs were of pure 
gold. Who knows, thought I , that in some of the strange coun- 
tries which I am doomed to visit, but that I may fall in with, and 
shoot one of these terrific monsters? with what haste shall I select 
those precious parts, and with what joy should I, on my return, 
poor them as an offering of filial affection into my mother's lap ! — 
and then, as 1 thought of my mother, the tears again gushed into 
my eyes. 



Hie coachman threw his whip to the ostler , and the reins upon 
the horses' backs : he then dismounted, and calling to me , '*Now, 
young gentleman, I 'se a-waiting," he put a ladder up for me to 
get down by; then turning to a porter, he said to him, '* Bill, yoa 
must take this here young gem'man and that ere parcel to this here 
direction. — Please to remember the coachman , Sir." I replied 
that I certainly would, if he wished it, and walked off with the 
porter; the coachman observing, as I went away, "Well, he is 
a fool — that 's sartain." I arrived quite safe at St. Clement's 
Lane , when the porter received a shilling for his trouble from the 
maid who let me in , and I was shown up into a parlour, where I 
found myself in company with Mrs. Handycock. 

Mrs. Handycock was a little meagre woman, who did not speak 
very good English , and who appeared to me to employ the major 
part of her time in bawling out from the top of the stairs to the ser- 
vants below* I never saw her either read a book or occupy herself 
with needle-work , during the whole time I was in the house. She 
had a large grey parrot, and I really cannot tell which screamed the 
worse of the two — but she was very civil and kind to me, and 
asked me ten times a-day when I had last heard of my grandfather. 
Lord Privilege. I observed that she always did so if any company 
happened to call in during my stay at her house. Before I had been 
there ten minutes, she told me that she '^hadored sailors — they 
were the defendiours and preserviours of their kings and coun* 
tries," and that '*Mr. Handycock would be home by four o'clock, 
and then we should go to dinner." Then she jumped off her chair 
to bawl to the cook from the head of the stairs — '* Jemima, Je- 
mima! — .ve '11 ha'e the viting biled instead of fried." '* Can't 
marm ," replied Jemima ; ** they be all begged and crumbed , with 
their tails in their mouths." * ' Yell , then , never mind , Jemima,*' 
replied the lady. — '^Don't put your finger into the parrot's cage, 
my love — he 's apt to be cross with strangers. Mr. Handycock 
will be home at four o'clock , and then we shall have our dinner. 
Are you fond of viting?" 

As I was very anxious to see Mr. Handycock , and very anxious 
to have my dinner, I was not sorry to hear the clock on the stairs 
strike four; when Mrs. Handycock again jumped up , and put her 



bead over the banisters, '* Jemima, Jemima, it's four o'clock!" 
** I hear it , marm ," replied the cook ; and she ga?e the frymg-pan 
a twist, which made the hissing and the smell come flying up into 
the parlour, and made me more hungry than ever. 

Rap, tap, tap! "There's your master, Jemima," screamed 
the lady. ' ' I hear him , marm " replied the cook. * ' Run down, 
my dear, and let Mr. Handycock in," said his wife. **He '11 be so 
surprised at seeing you open the door." 

I ran down as Mrs. Handycock desired me, and opened the 
street-door. ** Who the deyil are you?" in a gruff voice, cried 
Blr^Handycock; a man about six feet high, dressed in blue cotton- 
net pantaloons and Hessian boots, with a black coat and waistcoat. 
I was a little rebuffed, I must own, but I replied that I was Mr. 
Simple. "And pray, Mr. Simple, what would your grandfather 
say if he saw you now? I have servants in plenty to open my door, 
and the parlour is the proper place for young gentlemen." 

*'Law, Mr. Handycock," said his wife, from the top of the 
stairs, **how can you be so cross? I told him to open the door to 
surprise you." 

"And you have surprised me," replied he, "with your cursed 
fofly." 

While Mr. Handycock was rubbing his boots on the mat, I went 
op stairs, rather mortified , I must own , as my father had told me 
that Mr. Handycock was his stock-broker , and would do all he 
could to make me comfortable ; indeed , he had written to that e^ 
feet in a letter, which my father showed to me before I left home. 
When I returned to the parlour, Mrs. Handycock whispered to me, 
'* Never mind, my dear, it 's only because there* 's something wroi\g 
on 'Change. Mr. Handycock is a dear just now." I thought so too, 
but I made no answer, for Mr. Handycock came up stairs, and 
walking with two strides from the door of the parlour to the fire- 
place, turned his back to it, and lifting up his coat-tails , began 
to whistle. 

"Are yon ready for your dinner , my dear? " said the lady , al- 
most trembling. 

"If the dinner is ready for me. I believe we usually dine al 
four," answered her husband grufQy. 



** Jemima, Jemima, dish np! do you hear, Jemima?" "Tes, 
mann," replied the coolc , *< directly I 've thicl^ened the batter;" 
aod Mrs. Handycock resumed her seat, with, " Well, Mr. Simple, 
and how is your grandfather , Lord Privilege?" *' He is quite well, 
ma'am," answered I, for the fifteenth time at least. But dinner 
put an end to the silence which followed this remark. Mr. Handy- 
cock lowered his coat-tails and walked down stairs , leaving his 
wife and me to follow at our leisure. 

'*Pray, ma'am," inquired I, as soon as he was out of hear- 
ing, *'what is the matter with Mr. Handycock, that he is so cross 
. to you?" 

" Vy , my dear, it is one of the misfortunes of matermony, thai 
ven the husband 's put out, the Tife is sure to have her share of it. 
Mr. Handycock must have lost money on 'Change , and then he al- 
ways comes home cross. Yen he vins , then he is as merry as a 
cricket." 

^* Are you people coming down to dinner?" roared Mr. Handy- 
cock from below. •* Yes , my dear," replied the lady ; ** I thought 
that you were washing your hands." We descended into the di- 
Ding-room , where we found that Mr. Handycock had already de- 
Youred two of the whitings, leaving only one on the dish for his 
wife and me. "Yould you like a little bit of viting, my dear?" 
said the lady to me. ' * It 's not worth halving ," observed the gen- 
"'tleman , in a surly tone , taking up the fish with his own knife and 
fork, and putting it on his plate. 

** Well , I 'm so glad you like them , my dear," replied the lady 
meekly; then turning to me, ''there's some nice roast t^ea/ co- 
ming, my dear." 

The veal made its appearance, and fortunately for us Mr« 
Handycock could not devour it all. He took the lion's share, 
nevertheless, cutting off all the brown, and then shoving the dish 
OTer to his wife to help herself and me. I had not put two pieces 
in my mouth before Mr. Handycock desired me to get up and hand 
him the porter-pot, which stood on the side-board. I thought that 
if it was not right for me to open a door, neither was it for me to 
wait at table — but I obeyed him without making a remark. 

After dinner, Mr. Handycock went down to the cellar for a 



bottle of iivine. ''O deary me!" exclaimecl his wife, '*he must 
haTe lost a mint of money — we had better go up stairs and leave 
him alone; he '11 be better after a bottle of port, perhaps." I was 
very glad to go away, and being very tired, I went to bed without 
any tea, for Mrs. Handycock dared not venture to make it before 
her husband came up stairs. 

CHAPTER II. 

Filling out on the shortest notice — Fortunately for roe this day Mr. Han- 
dycock is a bear, and I fare very well — I set off for Portsmouth — 
Behind the coach I meet a man before the mast— He is disguised with' 
liquor, but is not the only disguise I fall in with in my journey. 

The next morning Mr. Handycock appeared to be id somewhat 
better humour. One of the linendrapers who Otted out cadets, &c. 
** on the shortest notice ," was sent for, and orders given for my 
equipment, which Mr. Handycock insisted should be ready on the 
day afterwards, or the articles would be left on his hands; adding, 
that my place was already taken in the Portsmouth coach. 

''Really, Sir," observed the man, *'I 'm afraid — on such 
very short notice — " 

'* Your card says, * the shortest notice,' " rejoined Mr. Handy- 
cock, with the confidence and authority of a man who is enabled 
to correct another by his own assertions. *'If you do not choose 
to undertake the work , another will." 

This silenced the man, who made his promise, took my 
measure , and departed ; and soon afterwards Mr. Handycock also 
quitted the house. 

What with my grand&ther and the parrot, and Mrs. Handy- 
cock wondering how much money her husband had lost, running 
lo the head of the stairs and talking to the cook^ the day passed 
away pretty well till four o'clock; when, as before, Mrs. Handy-* 
cock screamed, the cook screamed, the parrot screamed, and 
Mr. Handycock rapped at the door, and was let in — but not by 
me. He ascended the stairs with three bounds, end coming into 
the parlour, cried, "Well, Nancy, my love, how are you?" 
Then stooping over her, **Give me a kiss, old gid. I 'm as 
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hangry as a hunter. Mr. Simple , how do you do? I hope you 
have passed the morniog agreeably. I must wash my hands and 
change my boots, my love; I am not fit to sit down to table with 
you in this pickle. Well, PoUy, how are you?" 

'^I 'm glad you 're hungry , my dear , I 've such a nice dinner 
for you," replied the wife , aU smiles. *' Jemima, be quick and 
dish up — Mr. Handycock is so hungry." 

**Yes, marm," replied the cook; and Mrs. Handycock fol- 
lowed her husband into his bedroom on the same floor, to assist 
him at his toilet. 

** By Jove, Nancy, the bulls hsiye been nicely taken in," said 
Mr. Handycock , as we sat down to dinner. 

''0 I am so glad!" replied his wife, giggling; and so I be- 
lieve she was , but why I did not understand. 

*'Mr. Simple," said he, ''will you allow me to offer you a 
litaefish?" 

'* If you do not want it all yourself. Sir ," replied I politely. 

Mrs. Handycock frowned and shook her head at me , while her 
husband helped me. ''My dove, a bit offish?" 

We both had our share to-day , and I never saw a man more 
polite than Mr. Handycock. He joked with his wife , asked me 
to drink wine with him two or three times , talked about my grand- 
father; and, in short, we had a very pleasant evening. 

The next morning all my clothes came home , but Mr. Handy- 
cock, who still continued in good humour, said that he would 
not allow me to travel by night, that I should sleep there and set 
off the next morning; which I did at six o'clock, and before eight 
I had arrived at the Elephant and Castle, where we stopped for a 
quarter of an hour. I was looking at the painting representing 
this animal with a castle on its back: and assuming that of Aln- 
wick, which I had seen^ as a fair estimate of the size and weight 
of that which he carried , was attempting to enlarge my ideas so as 
to comprehend the stupendous bulk of the elephant, whenlob- 
serYed a crowd asseivbled at the corner; and asking a gentleman 
who sat by me in a plaid cloak , whether there was not something 
very uncommon to attract so many people, he replied , ' ' Not very, 
for it is only a drunken sailor.' 
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I rose from my seat, which was on the hinder part of the coach, 
that I might see him, for it was a new sight to me, and excited 
my curiosity; when, to my astonishment, he staggered from the 
crowd, and swore that he 'd go to Portsmouth. He climbed up 
by the wheel of the coach and sat down by me. I believe that I 
stared at him very much , for he said to me, ''What are you ga- 
ping at, you young sculping? Do you want to catch flies? or did 
you never see a chap half seas over before ?'' 

I replied, ''that I had never been at sea in my life, but that I 
was going." 

"Well, then, you 're like a young bear, all your sorrows to 
come — that 's all , my hearty ," replied he. " When yon get on 
board , you '11 find monkey's allowance — more kicks than half- 
pence. I say, you pewter-carrier, bring us another pint of ale," 

The waiter of the inn, who was attending the coach, brought 
out the ale , half of which the sailor drank , and the other half 
threw into the waiter's face , telling him "that was his allowance; 
and now," said he, "what's to pay?" The waiter, who looked 
very angry, but appeared too much afraid of the sailor to say any 
thing, answered fourpence; and the sailor pulled out & handful 
of bank-notes, mixed up with gold, silver, and coppers, and 
was picking out the money to pay for his beer, when the coach- 
man, who was impatient, drove off. 

"There's cut and run," cried the sailor, thrusting all the 
money into his breeches pocket. "That 's what you '11 learn to do> 
my joker , before you have been two cruizes to sea." 

In the mean time the gentleman in the plaid cloak, who was 
seated by me , smoked his cigar without saying a word. I com- 
menced a conversation with him relative to my profession, and 
asked him whether it was not very difficult to learn. " Larn," 
cried the sailor, interrupting us, "no ; it may be difficult for such 
diaps as me before the mast to lam, but you, I presume, is a 
reefer, and they a'nt got much to lam, 'cause why, they pip^ 
clays their weekly accounts, and walks up and down with their 
hands in their pockets. You must lam to chaw baccy , drink grog, 
and call the cat a beggar , and then you knows all a midshipman 's 
expected to know now-a-days. Ar'n't I ii|;ht, Sir?" said the 
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sailor , appealing to the gentleman in a plaid cloak. '* I axes you, 
because I see yon 're a sailor by the cut of your jib. Beg pardon. 
Sir," continued he, touching his hat, ** hope no offence." 

"I am afraid that you have nearly hit the mark, my good 
fellow , " replied the gentleman . 

The drunken fellow then entered into conversation with him, 
stating that he had been paid off from the Audacious at Ports- 
mouth , and had come up to London to spend his money with his 
liiessmates ; but that yesterday he had discovered that a Jew at 
Portsmouth had sold him a seal as gold for iifleen shillings, which 
proved to be copper, and that he was going back to Portsmouth to 
give the Jew a couple of black eyes for his rascality, and that when 
he had done that, he was to return to his messmates, who had 
promised to drink success to the expedition at the Cock and Bottle, 
St. Martin's Lane, until he should return. 

The gentleman in the plaid cloak commended him very much 
for his resolution : for he said , * * that although the journey to and 
from Portsmouth would cost twice the value of a gold seal, yet, 
that in the end it might be worth a Jew*s eye" What he meant I 
did not comprehend. 

Whenever the coach stopped , the sailor called for more ale, 
and always threw the remainder which he could not drink into the 
face of the man who brought it out for him, just as the coach was 
starting off, and then tossed the pewter pot on the ground for him 
to pick up. He became more tipsy every stage , and the last from 
Portsmouth, when he pulled out his money he could Hod no silver, 
80 he handed down a note, and desired the waiter to change it. 
The waiter crumpled it up and put it into his pocket, and then 
returned the sailor the change for a one-pound note: but the 
gentleman in the plaid had observed that it was a five-pound note 
which the sailor had given , and insisted upon the waiter producing 
it, and giving the proper change. The sailor took his money, 
;which the waiter handed to him, begging pardon for the mistake, 
although he coloured up very much at being detected. '*I really 
beg your pardon," said he again, *Mt was quite a mistake:" 
whereupon the sailor threw the pewter pot at the waiter, saying, 
**I really beg your pardon too," — and with such force, that it 
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flaUeoed upon (he man's head, who fell senseless on the road. 
The coachman drove off, and I never heard whether the man was 
killed or not. 

After the coach had driven off, the sailor eyed the gentleman 
in the plaid cloak for a minute or two, and then said, *^ When I 
first looked at you I took you for some officer in mufti; but now 
that I see you look so sharp after the rhino , it 's my idea that 
yon 're some poor devil of a Scotchman , mayhap second mate of a 
marchant vessel — there 's half-a~crown for your sarvices — I 'd 
give you more if I thought you would spend it.'' 

The gentleman laughed, and took the half-crown, which I 
afterwards observed that he gave to a grey-headed beggar at the 
bottom of Portsdown Hill. I inquired of him how soon we should 
be at Portsmouth; he answered that we were passing the lines; 
but I saw no lines, and I was ashamed to show my ignorance. He 
asked me what ship I was going to join. I could not recollect her 
name, but I told him it was painted on the outside of my chesty 
which was coming down by the waggon : all that I could recollect 
was that it was a French name. 

^'Have you no letter of introduction to the captain?" said he. 

^'Yes, I have," replied I; and I pulled out my pocket-book 
in which the letter was. *' Captain Savage, H. M. ship Diomede," 
continued I , reading to him. 

To my surprise he very coolly proceeded to open the letter, 
which , when I perceived what he was doing, occasioned me im- 
mediately to snatch the letter from him , stating my opinion at the 
same time that it was a breach of honour, and that in my opinion 
he was no gentleman. 

^*Just as you please, youngster," replied he. *' Recollect, 
yon have told me 1 am no gentleman." 

He wrapped his plaid around him, and said no more; end I 
was not a little pleased at having silenced him by my resolute be- 
haviour. 
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CHAPTER 111. 

I am made to look very blue at the blue p5sts— Find wild spirits around, 
and, soon after, hot spirits within me, at length my spirits overcome 
me — Gall to pay my respects to the captain , and find that I had had 
the pleasure of meeting him before <— No sooner out of one scrape 
than into another. 

When we stopped , I iDqaired of the coachman which was the 
best ion. He answered **tbat it was the Blue Postesses, where 
the midshipmen leave their chestesses , call for tea and toastesses, 
and sometimes forget to pay for their breakfastesses." He laughed 
when he said it, and I thought that he was joking with me ; but he 
pointed out two large blue posts at the door next the coach-office, 
and told me that ail the midshipmen resorted to that hotel. He 
then asked me to remember the coachman, which, by this time, I 
had found out implied that I was not to forget to give him a shilling, 
which I did, and then went into the inn. The coffee-room was 
full of midshipmen , and , as I was anxious about my chest, I in- 
quired of one of them if he knew when the waggon would come in. 

''Do you expect your mother by it?" replied be. 

*'0 no ! but I expect my uniforms — I only wear these bottle- 
greens until they come." 

'* And pray what ship are you going to join ? " 

'* The Die-a-maid — Captain Thomas Kirkwall Savage." 

*'The Diomede — I say, Robinson, a'n't that the frigate in 
which the midshipmen had four dozen a-piece for not having pipe- 
clayed their weekly accounts on the Saturday?" 

'' To be sure it is ," replied the other ; ** why, the captain gave 
a youngster five dozen the other day for wearing a scarlet watch- 
riband." 

'*He 's the greatest Tartar in the service," continued the other; 
*' he flogged the whole starboard watch the last time that he was on 
a cruise, because the ship would only sail nine knots npon a 
bowline." 

<*0 dear!" said I, "then I 'm very sorry that I am going to 
join him." 

'* 'Pon my soul I pity you : you '11 be fagged to death ; for there 's 
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only three midshipmeD in the ship now — all the rest ran away. 
Didn't they, Robinson?" 

"There *s only two left now: — for poor Matthews died of fa- 
tigue. He was worked all day, and kept watch all night for six 
weeks , and one morning he was found dead upon his chest." 

**God bless my soul!" cried I, "and yet, on shore, they 
say he is such a kind man to his midshipmen." 

"Tes," replied Robioson, '*he spreads that report every 
where. Now, observe, when you first call upon him, and re- 
port your having come to join his ship , he '11 tell you that he is 
Tery happy to see you, and that he hopes your family are well — 
then he '11 recommend you to go on board and learn your duty. 
After that, stand clear. Now, recollect what I have said, and 
see if it does not prove true. Come , sit down with us and take a 
glass of grog ; it will keep your spirits up." 

These midshipmen told me so much about my captain , and 
the horrid cruelties which he had practised, that I had some 
doubts whether I had not better set off home again. When I asked 
their opinion, they said, that if I did, I should be taken up as a 
deserter and hanged ; that my best plan was to beg his acceptance 
of a few gallons of rum, for he was very fond of grog, and, that 
then I might perhaps be in his good graces as long as the rum 
might last. 

I am sorry to state that the midshipmen made me very tipsy 
that evening. I don't recollect being put to bed, but I found 
myself there the next morning with a dreadful head-ache, and a 
very confused recollection of what had passed. I was very much 
shocked at my having so soon forgotten the injunctions of my 
parents , and was making vows never to be so foolish again, when 
in came the midshipman who had been so kind to me the night be- 
fore. "Come, Mr. Bottlegreen," he bawled out, alluding, I 
suppose, to the colour of my clothes , *' rouse and bitt. There 's 
the captain's coxswain waiting for you below. By the powers, 
you 're in a pretty scrape for what you did last night ! " 

*'Did last night!" replied I, astonished. "Why, does the 
captain know that I was tipsy?" 
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** I think you took devilish good care to let him know it when 
you were at the theatre." 

** At the theatre I was I at the theatre?" 

^*To be sure you were. You would go, do all we could to 
prerent you , though you were as drunk as David's sow. Your 
captain was there with the admiral's daughters. You called him a 
tyrant, and snapped your fingers at him. Why, don't you re- 
collect? You told him that you did not care a fig for him." 

"Odear! Odear! whatshallldo? what shall I do?" cried I. 
*<My mother cautioned me so about drinking and bad company." 

** Bad company , you whelp — what do you mean by that? " 

** O I did not particularly refer to you. " 

'*I should hope not! However, I recommend you, as. a 
friend, to go to the Greorge Inn as fast as you can, and see your 
captain , for the longer you stay away, the worse it will be for you. 
At all events, it will be decided whether he receives you or not. 
It is fortunate for you that you are not on the ship's books. Come, 
be quick, the coxswain is gone back." 

** Not on the ship's books ," replied I sorrowfully. " Now I re- 
collect, there was a letter from the captain to my father, stating 
that he had put me on the books." 

"Upon my honour, I'm sorry — very sorry indeed," replied 
the nfidshipman ; — and he quitted the room , looking as grave 
as if the misfoTtune had happened to himself. I got up with a 
heavy head, and heavier heart, and as soon as I was dressed, I 
asked the way to the George Inn. I took my letter of introduction 
with me , although I was afraid it would be of little service. When 
I arrived, I asked, with a trembling voice, whether Captain Tho- 
mas Kirkwall Savage, of H. M. ship Diomede, was staying there. 
The waiter replied that he was at breakfast with Captain Courtney, 
but that he would take up my name. I gave it him , and in a mi- 
nute the waiter returned and desired that I would walk up. O how 
my heart beat ! — I never was so frightened — I thought I should 
have dropped on the stairs. Twice I attempted to walk into the 
room , and each time my legs failed me; at last I wiped the per- 
spiration from my forehead , and with a desperate effort I went into 
the room. 
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Mr. Simple, I am glad to see you," said a Toice. I had 
held my head down , for I was afraid to look at him, but the voice 
was so kind that I mastered up courage; and, when I did look 
up, there sat with his uniform and epaulets, and his sword by 
bis side , the passenger in the plaid cloak , who wanted to open 
my letter, and whom I had told to his face, that he was no 
gentleman, 

I thought I should have died , as the other midshipman did 
upon his chest. I was just sinking down upon my knees to beg 
for mercy, when the captain, perceiving my confusion, burst 
out into a laugh , and said , ** So you know me again, Mr. Simple? 
Well, don't be alarmed ; you did your duty in not permitting me 
to open the letter, supposing me, as you did, to be some other 
person, and you were perfectly right under that supposition to tell 
me that I was not a gentleman. I give you credit for your conduct. 
Now sit down and take some breakfast." 

"Captain Courtney," said he to the other captain , who was at 
the table, **this is one of my youngsters just entering the service. 
We were passengers yesterday by the same coach." He then told 
him the circumstance which occurred, at which they laughed 
heartily. 

I now recovered my spirits a little — but still there was the 
affair at the theatre , and I thought that perhaps he did not re- 
cognise me. I was , however , soon relieved from my anxiety by 
the other captain inquiring, "Were you at the theatre last night. 
Savage?" 

" No ; I dined at the admiral's ; there 's no getting away from 
those girls , they are so pleasant." 

"I rather think you are a little — taken in that quarter." 
"No, on my word! I might be, ifl had time to discover which 
I liked best ; but my ship is at present my wife, and the only wife I 
intend to have until I am laid on the shelf." 

Welly thought I, if he was not at the theatre, it could not 
have been him that I insulted. Now ifl can only give him the rum , 
and make friends with him. 

"Pray, Mr. Simple, how are your father and mother?" said 
the captain. 
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''Very well » I thank you, Sir, and desire me to present their 
compliments." 

"I am obliged to them. f<fow I think the sooner yon go on 
hoard and learn your duty the better." (Just what the midship- 
man told me — the yery words, thought I — then it 's all true — 
and I began to tremble again.) 

'*I have a little advice to offer you," continued the captain^ 
*^In the first place , obey your superior officers without hesitation ; 
tt is for me, not you , to decide whether an order is unjust or nol. 
In the next place , never swear or drink spirits. The first is im- 
moral and ungentlemanlike , the second is a vile habit which will 
grow upon you. I never touch spirit myself, and I expect that 
my young gentlemen will refrain from it also. Now you may go, 
and as soon as your uniforms arrive, you will repair on board. 
In the mean time , as I had some little insight into your character 
when we travelled together, let me recommend you not to be too 
intimate at first sight with those you meet , or you may be led into 
indiscretions. Good morniog." 

I quitted the room with a low bow , glad to have surmounted 
so easily what appeared to be a chaos of difficulty; but my mind 
was confused with the testimony of the midshipman , so much at 
variance with the language and behaviour of the captain. When 
I arrived at the Blue Posts, I found all the midshipmen in the 
coffee-room , and I repeated to them all that had passed. When 
I had finished, they burst out laughing, and said that they had^ 
only been joking with me. "Well," said I to the one who had 
called me up in the morning, ''you may call it joking, but I call 
it lying." 

*^Pray, Mr. Bottlegreen , do you refer to me?" 

••Yes, I do," replied I. 

••Then, Sir, as a gentleman, I demand satisfaction. Slugs 
h) a saw-pit* Death before dishonour, d — e!" 

•'I shall not refuse you," replied I, ••although I had rather 
not fight a duel ; my father cautioned me on the subject , desiring 
me , if possible , to avoid it, as it was flying in the face of my Crea- 
tor; but, aware that I must uphold my character as an officer, he 
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left me to my own discretion , should I eyer be so unfortunate as to 
be in such a dilemma." > 

*< Well , we don't want one of your father's sermons at second* 
hand ," replied the midshipman (for I had told them that my fa- 
ther was a clergyman), *' the plain question is , will you fight , or 
will you not?" 

"Could not the affair be arranged otherwise?" interrupted 
another. **Will not Mr. Bottlegreen retract?" 

^'My name is Simple, Sir, and not Bottlegreen," replied I; 
" and as he did tell a falsehood , I will not retract." 

^'Then the affair must go on," said the midshipman. **Ro* 
binson , will you oblige me by acting as my second?" 

''It 's an unpleasant business," replied the other, "you are so 
good a shot; but as you request it, I shall not refuse. Mr. Simple 
i£ not, I believe, provided with a friefhd." 

"Yes, he is," replied another of the midshipmen. *^He is 
a spunky fellow, and I '11 be his second." 

It was then arranged that we should meet the next morning 
with pistols. I considered that, as an officer and a gentleman , I 
could not well refuse, but I was very unhappy. Not three days 
left to my own guidance, and I had become intoxicated, and was 
now to fight a duel. I went up into my room and wrote a long 
letter to my mother, enclosing a lock of my hair; and having shed 
a few tears at the idea, of how sorry she would be if I were killed, 
I borrowed a Bible from the waiter, and read it during the re* 
mainder of the day. 

CHAPTER IV. 

I am taught on a cold morning, before breakfast, how to stand Gre, and 
thus prove my courage — After breakfast I also prove my gallantry — 
My proof meets reproof — Women at the bottom of all mischief — By 
one I lose my liberty, and, by another, my money. 

When I began to wake the next morning, I could not think 
what it was that felt like a weight upon my chest , but as I roused 
and recalled my scattered thoughts, I remembered that in an hour 
or two it would be decided whether I were to exist another day. 
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I prayed fervently, and made a resolntion in my own mind , that 
I would not have the blood of another npon my conscience , and 
would fire my pistol up in the air. And after I had made that re- 
solution, I no longer felt the alarm which I did before. Before I 
was dressed , the midshipman who had volunteered to be my se-* 
cood came into my room, and informed me that the affair was to 
be decided; in the garden behind the inn ; that my adversary was a 
very good shot, and that I must expect to be winged if not drilled. 

*'And what is winged and drilled?" inquired I; **I have not 
onH never fought a duel, but I have not even fired a pistol in 
myUfe." 

He explained what he meant, which was, that being winged 
implied being shot through the arm or leg, whereas being drilled 
was to be shot through the body. **But," continued he, ^Msit 
possible that you have never fought a duel?" 

** No ," replied I ; " I am not yet fifteen years old." 

'^Not fifteen! why I thought you were eighteen at the least." 
(But I was very tall and stout for my age, and people generally 
thought me older than I actually was.) 

I dressed myself and followed my second into the garden, 
where I found all the midshipmen and some of the waiters of the 
inn. They all seemed very merry, as if the life of a fellow-crea- 
ture was of no consequence. The seconds talked apart for a little 
while, and then measured the ground, which was twelve paces ; 
we then took our stations. I believe that I turned pale, for my 
second came to my side and whispered that I must not be fright- 
ened. I replied , that I was not frightened , but that I considered 
that it was an awful moment. The second to my adversary then 
came up and asked me whether I would make an apology, which 
I refused to do as before : they handed a pistol to each of us, and 
my second showed me how I was to pull the trigger. It was ar- 
ranged that at the word given , we were to fire at the same time. 
I made sure that I should be wounded, if not killed, and I shut 
my eyes as I fired my pistol in the air. I felt my head swim , and 
thought I was hurt, but fortunately I was not. The pistols were 
loaded again , and we fired a second tiriie. The seconds then in- 
terfered , and it was proposed that we should shake hands , which 
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I was very glad to do , for I considered my life to have been sffved 
by a miracle. We all went back to the coffee-room , and sat down 
to breakfast. They then told me that they all belonged to the same 
ship that I did, and that they were glad to see that I could stand 
fire, for the captain was a terrible fellow for cutting out and run- 
ning under the enemy's batteries. 

The next day my chest arrived by the waggon , and I threw off 
my ** bottle-greens" and put on my uniform. I had no cocked 
hat, or dirk, as the warehouse people employed by Mr. Handy- 
cock did not supply those articles, and it was arranged that I 
should procure them at Portsmouth. When I inquired the price, 
I found that they cost more money than I had in my pocket, so I 
tore up the letter I had written to my mother before the duel , and 
wrote another asking for a remittance to purchase my dirk and 
cocked bat. I then walked out in my uniform^ not a little proud, 
I must confess. I was now an officer in his Majesty's service, 
not very high in rank certainly, but still an officer and a gentle- 
man, and I made a vow that I would support the character, 
although I was considered the greatest fool of the family. 

I had arrived opposite a place called Sally Port, when a young 
lady very nicely dressed, looked at me very hard and said , *' Well, 
Reefer, how are you off for soap?" I was astonished at the ques- 
tion , and more so at the interest which she seemed to take in my 
affairs. I answered, ** Thank you, I am very well off; I have 
four cakes of Windsor, and two bars of yellow for washing." She 
laughed at my reply, and asked me whether I would walk home 
and take a bit of dinner with her. I was astonished at this polite 
offer, which my modesty induced me to ascribe more to my uni- 
form than to my own merits , and , as I felt no inclination to re- 
fuse the compliment, I said that I should be most happy. I 
thought I might venture to offer my arm , which she accepted , and 
we proceeded up High Street on our way to her home. 

Just as we passed the admiral's house , I perceived my captain 
walking with two of the admiral's daughters. I was not a little 
proud to let him see that I had female acquaintances as well as he 
had , and , as I passed him with the young lady under my protec- 
tion , I took off my hat, and made him a low bow. To my sur- 
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prise , not only did he not return the salute, but he looked at me 
with a very stern countenance. I concluded that he was a very 
proud man, and did not wish the admiral's daughters to suppose 
that he knew midshipmen by sight; but I had not exactly made np 
my mind on the subject , when the captain , having seen the ladies 
into the admiral's house, sent one of the messengers after me to 
desire that I would immediately come to him at the George Inn, 
which was nearly opposite. 

I apologized to the young lady, and promised to return imme- 
diately if she would wait for»me; but she replied, if that was my 
captain , it was her idea that I should have a confounded wigging 
and be sent on board. So, wishing me good-bye , she left me and 
continued her way home. I could as little comprehend all this as 
why the captain looked so black when I passed him; but it was 
soon explained when I went up to him in the parlour at the George 
Inn. '*! am sorry, Mr. Simple," said the captain, when I en- 
tered, '*thatalad like you should show such early symptoms of 
depravity; still more so, that he should not have the grace which 
even the most hardened are not wholly destitute of — I mean to 
practise immorality in secret, and not degrade themselves and in- 
sult their captain by uublushingly avowing (I may say glorying in) 
their iniquity, by exposing it in broad day, and in the most fre- 
quented street of the town." 

" Sir ! " replied I , with astonishment , *^ dear ! what have I 
done?" 

The captain fixed his keen eyes upon me, so that they appeared 
to pierce me through , and nail me to the wall. **Do you pretend 
to say , Sir , that you were not aware of the character of the person 
with whom you were walking just now?" 

**No, Sir," replied I, <* except that she was very kind and 
good-natured ; " and then I told him how she had addressed me^ 
and what subsequently took place. 

** And is it possible, Mr. Simple, that you are so great a fool?" 
I replied that I certainly was considered the greatest fool of our 
family. *'I should think you were," replied he, drily. He then 
explained to me who the person was with whom I was in company, 



L . 



21 



and how any association with her would inevitably lead to my rain 
and disgrace. 

I cried very much, for I was shocked at the narrow escape 
which I had had, and mortified at having fallen in his good opinion. 
He asked me how I had employed my time since I had been at 
Portsmouth , and I made an acknowledgment of having been made 
tipsy, related all that the midshipmen had told me, and how I had 
that morning fought a duel. 

He listened to my whole story very attentively, and I thought 
that occasionally there was a smile upon his face , although he bit 
his lips to prevent it. When I had finished, he said, **Mr. 
Simple, I can no longer trust you on shore until you are more ex- 
perienced in the world. I shall desire my coxswain not to lose sight 
of you until you are safe on board of the frigate. When you have 
sailed a few months with me, you will then be able to decide 
whether I deserve the character which the young gentlemen have 
painted, with, I must say, I believe, the sole intention of prac- 
tising upon your inexperience." 

Altogether I did not feel sorry when it was over. I saw that the 
captain believed what I had stated , and that be was disposed to be 
kind to me , although he thought me very silly. The coxswain, in 
obedience to his orders , accompanied me to the Blue Posts. I 
packed up my clothes, paid my bill, and the porter wheeled my 
chest down to the Sally Port, where the boat was waiting. 

*'Come, heave a-head, my lads, be smart. The captain says 
we are to take the young gentleman on board directly. His liberty 's 
stopped for getting drunk and running after the Dolly Mops ! " 

*'I should thank you to be more respectful in your remarks, 
Mr. Coxswain,'* said I with displeasure. 

<* Mister Coxswain! thanky, Sir, for giving me a handle to my 
name," replied he. **Come, be smart with your oars, my lads!" 

** La, Bill Freeman," said a young woman on the beach, '* what 
a nice young gentleman you have there. He looks like a sucking 
Nelson. I say, my pretty young officer, could you lend me a 
shilling?" 

I was so pleased at the woman calling me young Nelson , that I 
immediately complied with her request. * ' 1 have not a shilling in 
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my pocket," said I, '*bat here is half-a-crown , and yon can 
Ghaoge it, aod bring me back the eighteen-pence." 

*^Well, you are a uice yoang man/' replied she, taking the 
half-crown; '* I '11 be hack directly, my dear." 

The men in the boat laughed, and the coxswain desired them 
to shove o£F. 

**No ," observed I , ** you must wait for my eigbteen-penee." 

** We shall wait a devilish long while, then, I suspect. I know 
that girl, and she has a very bad memory." 

** She cannot be so dishonest or UDgrateful," replied I. *' Cox- 
swain, I order you to stay — I am an officer." 

'*I know you are, Sir, about six hours old; well, then, I 
must go up and tell the captain that you have another girl in tow, 
and that you wo'n't go on board." 

** O no , Mr. Coxswain , pray don't ; shove off as soon as you 
please , and never mind the eighteen-pence." 

The boat then shoved off, and pulled towards the ship , which 
lay at Spithead. 



CHAPTER V. 

J am introduced to the quarter-deck, and first lieutenant, who pro- 
nounces me very clever — Trotted below to Mrs. Trotter — Connubial 
bliss in a cock-pit — Mrs. Trotter takes me in, as a messmate — Feel 
very much surprised that so many people know that I am the son of — 
my father. 

On our arrival on board , the coxswain gave a note from the 
captain to the first lieutenant, who happened to be on deck. &e 
read the note, looked at me earnestly, and then I overheard him 
say to another lieutenant , ** The service is going to the devil. As 
long as it was not popular, if we had not much education, we at 
least had the chance that natural abilities gave us; but now that 
great people send their sons for a provision into the navy, we have 
all the refuse of their families, as if any thing was good enough to 
make a captain of a man-of-war, who has occasionally more re- 
sponsibility on his shoulders, and is placedjj^ situtHys requiring 
more judgment, than any other peopl|0|B^xistence7 ' Here 's an- 
other of the fools of a family made a present of to, the country — 
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another cub for me to lick into shape. Well , I never saw the one 
yet I did not make something of. Where 's Mr. Simple ? " 

"I am Mr. Simple, Sir," replied I, very much frightened at 
irhat I had overheard. 

**Now, Mr. Simple," said the first lieutenant, *' observe and 
pay particular attention to what I say. The captain tells me in this 
note that you have been shamming stupid. Now Sir , I am not to 
be taken in that way. You 're something like the monkeys , who 
wo'n't speak because they are afraid they will be made to work. I 
have looked attentively at your face , and I see at once that you are 
very clever, and if you do not prove so in a very short time, why 
— you had better jump overboard, that's all. Perfectly under- 
stand me. I know that you are a very clever fellow , and having 
told you so, don't you pretend to impose upon me, for it wo'n't 
do." 

I was very much terrified at this speech , but at the same time I 
was pleased to hear that he thought me clever, and I determined 
to do all in my power to keep up such an unexpected reputation. 

' ' Quarter-master ," said the first lieutenant, ' ' tell Mr. Trotter 
to come on deck." 

The quarter-master brought up Mr. Trotter, who apologized 
for being so dirty , as he was breaking casks out of the hold. He 
was a short, thick-set man, about thirty years of age, with a nose 
which had a red club to it, very dirty teeth , and large black whis- 
kers. 

*'Mr. Trotter," said the first lieutenant, **here is a young gen- 
tleman who has joined the ship. Introduce him into the berth, and 
see his hammock slung. You must look after him a little." 

''Ireally have very little time to look after any of them. Sir," 
replied Mr. Trotter, ** but I will do what I can. Follow me, young- 
ster." Accordingly, I descended the ladder after him; then I 
went down another, and then to my surprise I was desired by him 
to go down a third, which, when I bad done , he informed me that 
I was iu the cock-pit. 

'*Now, youngster," said Mr. Trotter, seating himself upon a 
large chest, * * you may do as you please. The midshipmen's mess 
is on the deck above this, and if you like to join, why you can; 
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but this I will tell you as a friend , that yoo will be thrashed ail day 
long, and fare very badly; the weaitest always goes to the wall 
there, but perhaps you do not mind that. Now that we are in har- 
bour, I mess here, because Mrs. Trotter is on board. She is a 
very charming woman, I can assure you, and will be here directly ; 
she has just gone up into the galley to look after a net of potatoes in 
the copper. If you like it better, I will ask her permission for yoa 
to mess with us. You will then be away from the midshipmen, 
who are a sad set, and will teach you nothing but what is immoral 
and improper, and you will have the advantage of being in good 
society, for Mrs. Trotter has kept the very best in England. 1 
make you this offer, because I want to oblige the first lieutenant, 
who appears to take an interest about you , otherwhise I am not 
very fond of having any intrusion upon my domestic happiness." 

I replied that I was much obliged to him for his kindness , and 
that if it would not put Mrs. Trotter to an inconvenience , I should 
be happy to accept of his offer ; indeed, I thought myself very for- 
tunate in having met with such a friend. I had scarcely time to 
reply, when I perceived a pair of legs, cased in black cotton stock- 
ings , on the ladder above us , and it proved that they belonged to 
BIrs. Trotter, who came down the ladder with a net full of smo- 
king potatoes. 

'*Upon my word , Mrs. Trotter, you must be conscious of ha- 
ving a very pretty ankle , or you would not venture to display it, as 
you have to Mr. Simple, a young gentleman whom I beg to intro- 
duce to you, and who, with your permission, will join our mess.** 

*^My dear Trotter, how cruel of you not to give me warning; 
I thought that nobody was below. I declare I 'm so ashamed,*' 
continued the lady, simpering, and covering her face with the 
hand which was unemployed. 

* * It can't be helped now , my love, neither was there any tiling 
to be ashamed of. I trust Mr. Simple and you will be very good 
friends. I believe I mentioned his desire to join our mess." 

** I am sure I shall be very happy in his company. This is a 
strange place for one to live in, Mr. Simple, after the society to 
which I have been accustomed ; but affection can make any sacri- 
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fice; and rather than lose the company of my dear Trotter, vfho 
has beeu unfortunate in pecuniary matters —" 

*'* Say nu more about it, my love. Domestic happiness is erery 
thing , and will enliven even the gloom of a cock-pit." 

<*Ajid yety" continued Mrs. Trotter, **when I think of the 
time when we used to live in London, and keep our carriage. Have 
you ever been in London, Mr. Simple?" 

I answered that I had. 

**Then, probably, you may have been acquainted with, or 
have heard of, the Smiths." 

I replied, that the only people that I knew there, were a Mr. 
and Mrs. Handycock. 

^* Well, if I had known that yon were in London, I should hav€ 
been very glad to have given you a letter of introduction to the 
Smiths. They are quite the topping people of the place." 

^*But, my dear," interrupted Mr. Trotter, ** is it not time to 
look after our dinner?" 

^' Yes ; I am going forward for it now. We have skewer pieces 
to-day. Mr. Simple, will you excuse me?" — and then, with a 
great deal of flirtation and laughing about her ankles, and request- 
ing me, as a favour, to turn my face away, Mrs. Trotter ascended 
the ladder. 

As the reader may wish to know what sort of looking personage 
8he was , I will take this opportunity to describe her. Her figure 
was very good, and at one period of her life I thought her face must 
have been very handsome; at the time I was introduced to her, it 
showed the ravages of time or hardship very distinctly ; in short, 
she might be termed a faded beauty, flaunting in her dress, and 
not very clean in her person. 

"Charming woman, Mrs. Trotter, is she not, Mr. Simple?'^ 
said the master's mate; to which of course I immediately ac- 
quiesced. **Now, Mr. Simple," continued he, ** there are a 
few arrangements which I had better mention while Mrs. Trotter 
Is away, for she would be shocked at our talking about such things. 
Of course, the style of living which we indulge in is rather expen- 
sive. Mrs. Trotter cannot dispense with her tea and her other little 
comforts ; at the same time I must put you to no extra expense — 
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I had rather be out of pocket myself. I propose that daring the 
time you mess with us, you shall only pay one guinea per week ; 
and, as for entrance money, why I think I must not charge you 
more than a couple of guineas. Have you any money ? " 

' * Yes , " I replied , ' * I have three guineas and a half left.*' 

'* Well, then, give me the three guineas , and the half-guinea 
you can reserve for pocket-money. You must write to your friends 
immediately for a further supply." 

I handed hini the money , which he put in his pocket. ** Your 
chest," continued he **you shall bring down here, for Mrs. Trotter 
will , I am sure , if I request it, not only keep it in order for you, 
but see that your clothes are properly mended. She is a charming 
woman, Mrs. Trotter, and very fond of young gentlemen. How 
old are you?" 

I replied that I was fifteen. 

'*No morel well, I am glad of that, for Mrs. Trotter is very 
particular after a certain age. I should recommend you oomo ac- 
count to associate with the other midshipmen. They are very angry 
with me, besause I would not permit Mrs. Trotter to join«their 
mess , and they are sad story-tellers." 

**That they certainly are," replied I; but here we were inter- 
rupted by Mrs. Trotter coming down with a piece of stick in her 
hand, upon which were skewered about a dozen small pieces of 
beef and pork, which she first laid on a plate, and then began to 
lay the cloth, and prepare for dinner. 

''Mr. Simple is only fifteen, my dear," observed Mr. Trotter, 

''Dear me," replied Mrs. Trotter, "why, how tall he is! He 
is quite as tall for his age , as young Lord Foutretown , whom you 
used to take out with you in the chay. Do you know Lord Foutre- 
town, Mr. Simple?" 

"No, I do not, ma'am," replied I; but wishing to let them 
know that I was well connected, I continued, "but I dare say that 
my grandfather. Lord Privilege, does." 

"God bless me! is Lord Privilege your grandfather? Well, 
I thought I saw a likeness somewhere. Don't you recollett Lord 
Privilege, my dear Trotter, that we met at Lady Scamp's — aa 
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elderly person? It 's very ungrateful of you not to recollect him, 
for he sent you a very fine haunch of venison." 

*' Privilege — bless me, yes. yes! an old gentleman, is 
he not?*' said Mr. Trotter, appealing to me. 

**Yes, Sir," replied I, quite delighted to find myself among 
those who were acquainted with my family. 

'*Well, then, Mr. Simple," said Mrs. Trotter, ** since we 
have the pleasure of being acquainted with your family , I shall 
now take you under my own charge, and I shall be so fond of you, 
that Trotter shall become quite jealous," added she, laughing. 
'* We have but a poor dinner to-day , for the buraboat woman dis- 
appointed me. I particularly requested her to bring me off a leg of 
lamb , but she says that there was none in the market. It is rather 
early for it, that 's (rue, but Trotter is very nice in his eating. 
Now let us sit down to dinner." 

I felt very sick, indeed, and could eat nothing. Our dinner 
consisted of the pieces of beef and pork, the potatoes, and a baked 
pudding in a tin dish. Mr. Trotter went. up to serve the spirits out 
to the ship's company , and returned with a bottle of rum. 

*'Have you got Mr. Simple's allowance, my love?" inquired 
Mrs. Trotter. 

"Yes, he is victualled to-day, as he came on board before 
twelve o'clock. Do you drink spirits , Mr. Simple?" 

''No, I thank you," replied!, for I remembered the captain's 
injunction. 

**Taking, as I do, such an interest in your welfare, I must 
earnestly recommend you to abstain from them," said Mr. Trotter. 
'4t is a very bad habit, and once acquired , not easy to be left off. 
I am obliged to drink them that I may not check the perspiration 
after working in the hold : I have , nevertheless , a natural abhor- 
rence of them ; but my champagne and claret days are gone by, 
and I must submit to circumstances." 

* * My poor Trotter ! " said the lady. 

'*Well," continued he, *' it 's a poor heart that never rejoiceth." 
He then poured out half a tumbler of rum, and filled the glass up 
with water. 

'* My love , will you Uste it? " 
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"Now, Trotter, yoa know that I never toach it, except when 
the water is so bad that I must have the taste taken away* How is 
the water to-day?" 

^*As usual, my dear, not drinkable." After much persua- 
sion, Mrs- Trotter agreed to sip a little out of his glass. I thought 
that she took it pretty often , considering that she did not like it, 
but I felt so unwell that I was obliged to go on the main-deck* 
There I was met by a midshipman whom I had not seen before. 
He looked very earnestly in my face, and then asked my name. 
Simple?" saidhe; **what, are you the son of old Simple?" 
Yes, Sir," replied I, astonished that so many should know 
my family. 

*^ Well, I thought so by the likeness. And how is your father?*' 

"Very well, I thank you. Sir." 

"When you write to him, make my compliments, and tefl 
him that I desired to be particularly remembered to him : " and he 
walked forward, but as he forgot to mention his* own name, I could 
not do it. 

1 went to bed very tired ; Mr. Trotter had my hammock hung 
up in the cock-pit, separated by a canvass screen from the cot in 
which he slept with his wife. I thought this very odd, but they told 
me it was the general custom on board ship, although Mrs. Trot- 
ter's delicacy was very much shocked by it. I was very sick, but 
Mrs. Trotter was very kind. When I was in bed she kissed mc, 
and wished me good night, and very soon afterwards I fell fast 
asleep. 

CHAPTER VI. 

puzzled with very common words — Mrs. Trotter takes care of my 
wardrobe — A matrimonial duet, ending con strepito. 

I A.W0KE the next morning at daylight with a noise over my 
head which sounded like thunder; I found it proceeded from holy- 
stoning and washing down the main-deck. I was very much re- 
freshed nevertheless, and did not feel the least sick or giddy. 
Mr. Trotter, who had been up at four o'clock, came down and 
directed one of the marines to fetch me some water. I washed my- 
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self on my chest, and then went on the main-deck^ which they 
were swabbing dry. Standing by the sentry at the cabin door, I 
met one of the midshipmen with whom I had been in company at 
the Blue Posts. 

'''So, Master Simple, old Trotter and his faggot of a wife have got 

hold of you — have they? *' said he. I replied, that I did not know 

the meaning of faggot, but that I considered Mrs. Trotter a very 

charming woman. At which he burst into a loud laugh. '^Well,** 

said he, **I '11 just give you a caution. Take care, or they 'II 

make a clean sweep. Has Mrs. Trotter shown you her ankle yet?" 

*' Yes ," I replied , "and a very pretty one it is." 

*'Ah! she 's at her old tricks. You had much better have 

joined our mess at once. You Ve not the first greenhorn that they 

have plucked. Well," said he, as he walked away, *'keep the 

key of your own chest — that 's all." 

But as Mr. Trotter had warned me that the midshipmen would 
abuse them, I paid very little attention to what he said. When he 
left me I went on the quarter-deck. AIKhe sailors were busy at 
work, and the first lieutenant cried out to the gunner, **Now, 
Hr« Dispart, if you *re ready, we *\\ breech these guns." 

*' Now my lads," said the first lieutenant, "we must slue (the 
part the breeches cover) more forward." As I never heard of a 
gun having breeches, I was very anxious to see what was going on, 
and went up close to the first lieutenant, who said to me. "Young- 
ster, hand me that monkey's tail" I saw nothing like a monkey's 
fail; but I was so frightened that I snatched up the first thing that 
1 saw , which was a short bar of iron , and it so happened that it 
was the very article which he wanted. TWhen I gave it to him, the 
first lieutenant looked at me, and said, "So you know what a 
monkey's tail is already, do you? Now don't you ever sham stupid 
after that."1 

Thought I to myself, I 'm very lucky, but if that 's a monkey's 
tail it 's a very stiff one ! 

< I resolved to learn the names of every thing as fast as I could, 
that I might be prepared, so I listened attentively to what was said ; 
but I soon became quite confused , and despaired of remembering 
any thing. 
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''flow is this to be finished off, Sir?" inquired a sailor of the 
boatswain. 

''Why, I beg leave to bint to you, Sir, in the most delicate 
manner in the world," replied the boatswain, "that it must be 
with a double wall — and be d-*d to you — don't you know that 
yet? Captain of the foretop," said he, "up on your AorM«, and 
take your stirrups up three inches." — • ' Ay , ay , Sir." (I looked 
and looked , but I could see no horses.) 

"Mr. Chucks," said the first lieutenant to the boatswain, 
"what blocks have we below — not on charge?" 

"Let me see. Sir, I 've one sister ^ t* other we split in half the 
other day, and I think I have a couple of monkeys down in the 
store-room. — I say, you Smith, pass that brace through the 
bulPs eye^ and take the sheepshank out before you come down." 

And then he asked the first lieutenant whether something 
should not be fitted with a mouse or only a turk's head — told him 
the goose-neck must be spread out by the armourer as soon as the 
forge was up. In shorty what with dead-eyes and shrouds, cats 
nnd catblocks dolphins J ikud dolphin-strikers, whips, and /^zMf- 
dingSy I was so puzzled with what I heard, that I was about to 
leave the deck in absolute despair. 

" And , Mr. Chucks , recollect this afternoon that you bleed all 
the buoys" 

Bleed the boys ! thought I, what can that be for? at all events, 
the surgeon appears to be the proper person to perform that 
Operation. 

This last incomprehensible remark drove me off the deck , and 
I retreated to the cock-pit, where I found Mrs. Trotter. "0 my 
dear ! " said she , "lam glad you are come , as I wish to put your 
clothes in order. Have you a list of them — where is your key?" 
I replied that I had not a list, and I handed her the key, although 
I did not forget the caution of the midshipman ; yet I considered 
that there could be no harm in her looking over my clothes when I 
was present. She unlocked my chest , and pulled every thing out, 
and then commenced telling me what were likely to be useful, and 
what were not. 

"Now, these worsted stockings," she said, "will be very 
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comfortable in cold weather , and in the summer time these brown 
cotton socks will be delightfally cool, and you have eooagh of 
each to last you till you outgrow them ; but as for these fine cotton 
stockings , they are of no use — only catch the dirt when the decks 
are swept, and always look untidy. I wonder how they could be 
80 foolish as to send them; nobody wears them on board ship now- 
a-days. They are only fit for women — I wonder if they would fit 
me." She turned her chair away, and put on one of my stockings, 
laughing the whole of the time. Then she turned round to me 
and showed me how nicely they fitted her. *' Bless you, Mr. 
Simple, it's well that Trotter is in the hold, he 'dbe so jealous 
— do you know what these stockings cost? They are of no use to 
you, and they fit me. I will speak to Trotter, and take them off 
your hands." I replied, that I could not think of selling them, 
and as they were of no use to me and fitted her, I begged that she 
would accept of the dozen pairs. At first she positively refused, 
bat as I pressed her she at last consented , and I was very happy 
to give them to her as she was very kind to me ; and I thought, 
with her husband , that she was a very charming woman. 

We had beef-steaks and onions for dinner that day, but I 
could not bear the smell of the onions. Mr. Trotter came down 
yery cross , because the first lieutenant had found fault with him. 
He swore that he would cut the service — that he had only remained 
to oblige the captain , who said that he would sooner part with his 
right arm, and that he would demand satisfaction of the first lieu- 
tenant as soon as he could obtain his discharge. Mrs. Trotter did 
all she could to pacify him , reminded him that he had the pro- 
tection of Lord this and Sir Thomas that, who would see him 
righted; but in vain. The first lieutenant had told him, he said, 
that he was not worth his salt , and blood only could wipe away the 
insult. He drank glass of grog afler glass of grog , and at each 
^lass became more violent; and^rs. Trotter drank also, I ob- 
served , a great deal more than I thought she ought to have done; 
but she whispered to me, that she drank it that Trotter might not, 
as he would certainly, be tipsy. I thought this very devoted on 
her part ; but they sat so late that I went to bed and left them — 
he still drinking and vowing vengeance against the first lieutenant. 
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I had not been asleep above two or three hours, when I was 
awakened by a great noise and quarrelling , and I discovered thai 
Mr. Trotter was drunk and beating his wife. Very much shocked 
that such a charming woman should be beaten and ill used , I 
scrambled out of my hammock to see if I could be of any assistance, 
but it was dark, although they scuffled as much as before. I 
asked the marine , who was sentry at the gun-room door above , to 
bring his lantern, and was very much shocked at his replying that 
I had better go to bed and let them fight it out. 

Shortly afterwards, Mrs. Trotter, who had not taken off her 
dothes, came from behind the screen. I perceived at once thai 
the poor woman could hardly stand; she reeled to my chest, 
where she sat down and cried. I pulled on my clothes as fast as I 
tould, and then went up to her to console her, but she could not 
speak intelligibly. After attempting in vain to comfort her, she 
made me no answer, but staggered to my hammock, and after 
several attempts , succeeded in getting into it. I cannot say that I 
much liked that, but what could I do? So I finished dressing my- 
self , and went up on the quarter-deck. 

The midshipman who had the watch was the one who had 
cautioned me agains.t the Trotters ; he was very friendly to me. 
'*Well, Simple," said he, '*what brings you on deck?" I told 
him how ill Mr. Trotter had behaved to his wife , and how she had 
turned into my hammock. 

. **The cursed drunken old catamaran," cried he; "I'll go and 
cut her down by the head ; " but I requested he would not , as she 
was a lady. 

''A lady!" replied lie; *'yes, there 's plenty of ladies of her 
description ; " and then he informed me that she had many years 
ago been the mistress of a man of fortune who kept a carriage for 
her; but that he grew tired of her, and had given Trotter ^00/. to 
marry her, and that now they«did nothing but get drunk together 
and fight with each other. 

I was very much annoyed to hear all this; bnt as I pereeived 
that Mrs. Trotter was not sober, I began to think that what the 
midshipman said was true. '* I hope ," added he , '* that she has 
Dot had time to wheedle you out of any of your clothes." 
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I told him that I had given her a dozen pairs of stockings , and 
liad paid Mr. Trotter three guineas for my mess. "This must be 
looked to," replied he; "I shall speak to the first lieutenant to- 
morrow. In the mean time , I shall get your hammock for you. 
Quarter-master, keep a good look out." He then went below, 
and I followed him, to see what he would do. He went to my 
hammock and lowered it down at one end , so that Mrs. Trotter 
lay with her head on the deck in a very uncomfortable position. 
To my astonishment, she swore at him in a dreadful manner , but 
refused to turn out. He was abusing her and shaking her in the 
hammock , when Mr. Trotter , who had been roused at the noise, 
rushed from behind the screen. **You villain! what are you 
doing with my wife?" cried he, pummelling at him as well as he 
could , for be was so tipsy that he could hardly stand. 

I thought the midshipman able to take care of himself , and did 
Dot wish to interfere; so I remained above, looking on — the 
sentry standing by me with his lantern over the coombings of the 
hatchway to give light to the midshipman , and to witness the fray. 
Mr. Trotter was soon knocked down, when all of a sudden Mrs. 
Trotter jumped up from the hammock , and caught the midship- 
man by the hair, and pulled at him. Then the sentry thought 
right to interfere; he called out for the master-at-arms, and went 
down himself to help the midshipman, who was faring badly 
between the two. But Mrs. Trotter snatched the lantern out of his 
hand and smashed it all to pieces , and then we were all left in 
darkness, and I could not see what took place, although the 
scuffling continued. Such was the posture of affairs when the 
master-at-arms came up with his light. The midshipman and 
sentry went up the ladder, and Mr. and Mrs. Trotter continued 
beating each other. To this , none of them paid any attention, 
saying , as the sentry had said before , '* Let them fight it out." 

After they had fought some time, they retired behind the 
screen , and I followed the advice of the midshipman , and got Into 
my hammock , which the master-at-arms hung up again for me. 
I heard Mr. and Mrs. Trotter both crying and kissing each other. 
'* Cruel, cruel Mr. Ti'otter," said she blubbering. 

** My life, my love, I was'^o jealous ! " replied he. 

P^ter Simple, 3 
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" !>•— n and blast your jealoasy ," replied the lady; ** 1 *t6 two 
nice blakejes for the galley to-morrew." After aboat an hour of 
kissing and scolding ^ they both fell asleep again. 

The oM monSng before breakfast, the midshipman reported 
to the fiisst itentenant the conduct of Mr. Trotter and his wife. I 
was sent for , and vbliged to acknowledge that it was all tnie. He 
sent for Mr. Trotter, who replied that he was not Vtil , and covld 
not come on deck. Upon which the first lieutenant ordered the 
sergeant of marines to bring him up directly. Mr. Trotter made 
his appearance, with one eye closed, and his face yery mnch. 
scratched. 

**Did not I desire yon, Sir,*' said the first hentenant, **toin^ 
trOdnce this young gentleman into the midshipmen's, berth? in- 
stead of which you have introduced him to that disgraceful wife of 
yours I snd have swindled him tnit of bis property. I order you 
immediately to return the three guineas which you received as 
mes8->-money, and also that your wife give back the stockings which 
she cajoled him out of." 

But then I interposed, and told the first lieutenant that the 
stockings had been a free gift on my part; and that although I had 
been very foolish , yet that I con^ered that I could not in kfonour 
demand them back again. 

"Well, youngster," replied the first lieuleoant, ** perhaps 
your ideas are correct, and if you wish It, I will not enforce that 
part of my order; but," continued he toMr« Trotter, "I desire, 
Sir, that your wife leave the ship tmmedfately; and I mnt that 
when I have reported your conduct to the captain, 4>e ^11 serve yon 
in the same manner. In Ibe mean time , you will consider yourr-* 
seff tMer an lirrestfor dfunkeaness/ 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Scandaldm magaatum clearly proved— I prove to the captain that I con- 
sider him a gentleman , although I had told him the contrary , and I 
)>rove to the trnd^hipmen that I am a gefilleman myself — They prove 
tboir fratltude by practising upon me , because practice makes per- 
fect. 

• 

The captain came on board about twelve o'clock , and ordered 
the discharge tff3fr. Trotter to be made out, as soon as the first 
lieutenant had reported what had occurred. He then seat for all 
the midshipmen on the quarter-dedc. 

*' Gentlemen/' said the captain to them, with a stern coun- 
tenance, **I feel very much indebted to some of you for the charac- 
ter which you have been pleased to give of me to Mr. Simple. I 
must now request that you will answer a few questions which I am 
about to put in his presence. Did I ever flog the whole starboard 
waleh, because the ship would only sail nine knots on a bowline ! " 

" No , Sir , no ! " replied they all , very much frightened. 

"Did I ever give a midshipman four dozen for not having his 
ireefcly accounts pipe-clayed ; or another five dozen for wearing a 
scarlet watch riband ? " 

"Ho, 'Sir," replied they all together. 

'*Did any midshipman ever die on'his*chest from fatigue?" 

They agaiq replied in the negative. 

* 'Then , gedtlem<en , you will oblige me by stating which of you 
thou^f roper to assert these falsehoods in a public coffiee-roam; 
and further , which of you obliged this youngster to risk his lifein 
a duel?" 

They were all silent. 

** Will you answer me , gentlemen?" 

**Wilhrespect<to the duel, Sir," replied the midshipman wifao 
had fought me , '*I ih0it*>d say , that the pistols were only dialsgsd 
with powder. It-wasajeke." 

" W«ll, Sir, we '11 tfHow that the 4uel was only a joke (and I 
hope and trust that your report is correct) ; is the reputationi^yoilr 
captain tmly a jahe, allow me to ask? I request to know who of 
youdarttdtoprOipagatemichiijiiriMM slander?" (Here there was 
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a dead pause.) * ' Well , then , gentlemen , since yoa will not con- 
fess yourselves , 1 must refer to my authority. Mr. Simple , have 
the goodness to point out the person or persons who gave you the 
information." 

But I thought this would not be fair; and as they had all treated 
me very kindly after the duel, I resolved not to tell ; so I answered, 
"If you please, Sir, I consider that I told you all that in con- 
ddence." 

" Confidence , Sir ! ** replied the captain ; '■ *■ who ever heard of 
confidence between a post-captain and a midshipman?" 

"No, Sir," replied I, " not between a post-captain and a mid- 
shipman, but between two gentlemen." 

The first lieutenant, who stood by the captain, put his hand 
before his face to hide a laugh; "He may be a fool, Sir," ob- 
served he to the captain , aside ; "but I can assure you he is a very 
straight-forward one." 

The captain l>it his lip^ and then turning to the midshipmen, 
said , " You may thank Mr. Simple, gentlemen, that I do not press 
this matter further. I do believe that you were not serious when 
you calumniated me; but recollect that what is said in joke is too 
often repeated in earnest. I trust that Mr. Simple's conduct will 
have its effect, and that you will leave off practising upon him, who 
has saved you from a vel^ severe punishment." 

When the midshipmen went down below they all jshook hands 
with me , and said, that I was a good fellow for not peaching: but, 
as for the advice of the captain , that they should not practise upon 
me , < as he termed it, they forgot that ,, for they commenced again 
immediately, and never left off until th^ found that I was not to be 
deceived any longer. 

I had not been ten minutes in the berth , before they began 
their remarks upon me. One said that I looked like a hardy fellow, 
and asked me whether I could not bear a great deal of sleep. 

I replied that I could, I dare say, if it was nedeSsary for the 
good of the service ; at which they laughed , and I supposed that I 
had said a good thing. 

**Why, here's Tomkins," said the midshipman; "he '11 
show you how to perform that part of your duty. He inherits it 
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from his father , who was a marine officer. E» can snore for four- , 
teen hours on a stretch without once turning round in his ham- r 
mock, and finish his nap on the chest during the whole of the d^y, ^ / '^- 
e/cept meal-times." 

Bat Tomkins defended himself, by saying, that ''some people 
were very quick in doing things, and otliers were very slow; that 
lie was one of the slow ones, and that he did not, in reality, ob- 
tain more refreshment from his long naps, than other people did in 
short ones , because he slept much slower than they did." 

This ingenious argument was, however, oYer-ruled nem, eon,, 
as it was proved that he ate pudding faster than any one in the 
mess. 

The postman came on board with the letters , and put his head 

* into the midshipmen's berth. I was very aniious to have one from 

home, but I was disappointed. Some had letters and some had 

not. Those who had not, declared that their parents were very 

nndutifnl, and that they would cut them off with a shilling; and 

those who had letters, after they had read them , offered them for 

sale to the others , usually at half price. I could not imagine why 

they sold, or why the others bought them ; but they did do so ; and 

one that was fall of good advice was sold three times, from which 

circumstance I was inclined to form a batter opinion of the mordls 

of my companions. The lowest priced letters sold , were those 

written by sisters. I was offered one for a penoy, but I declined 

baying, as I had plenty of sisters of my own. Directly I made that 

observation they immediately inquired all their names and ages, 

and whether they were pretty or not. When I had informed them, 

they quarrelled to whom they should belong. One would have 

Lucy, and another took Mary ; but there was a great dispute about 

Ellen , as I had said that she was the prettiest of the whole. At 

last they agreed to put her up to auction , and she was knocked 

down to » master's mate of the name of O'Brien, who bid seventeen 

shillings and a bottle of rum. They requested that I would write 

home to give their love to my sisters , and tell them how they had 

been disposed of, which I thought very strange; but I oqght to 

have been flaltered at the price bid for Ellen , as 1 repeatedly have 
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suKe> beta uteMS !# a , yoix pr«(tf 9i»v^f Mog sold for a glass of 

i MMOftioned tborMAQR yfkj I wnSfOo aopoiis for a letter » viz. 
because I wanted to buy my dirk and cocked hat ; upon wbicki tbej 
t/M me that there was no occasion for my spending my money , as, 
](| t(ie regulations of the service, the purser's steward served them 
QUt to all the officers who applied for them. As I knew where the 
|#i?s6r*s stewar(fs room was, having seen it when down in the 
cock-pit withi the Trotters , I went down immediately. '* Mr. Pur- 
ser's Steward ,'*^ said I , * ' let me have a cocked-hat and a dirk im- 
mediately." 

** Very good, Sir,'* repKed-be, and he wrote aa older npon a 
slip of paper , which he handed to me. "There is the order fdt It, 
Sir; but the oocked^hats are keiH>-iR ^be chest up in tl^ mairMop ; 
and as forihe dirk, yo« musl apply to the butcb^i? , wbp bs^. tb^ip 
ua4f9it his ebarge." 

} I west up with the ord^r* anfl thought I would first apply for 
thirdirli^; so I iaqnired for the butcher, wbom I foupd sitliog in 
the abeep-rf ea with the sheep , men<fing his trowsers, In reply to 
Bsy deiBiiid , be told me that be had not the key of the slorcHrpopi, 
wbich ij^as under the charge of one of the corporals of marines. 

Ilofuicedwho, and be said. "Cheeks,* the marine, "y 

I went every where about the ship, inquiring for Qbeeks the 
maiine, but could not flmd b^m. Sowe said thatthef^ believed be 
was in the fore-top, standing sentry over the wind, that it might 
BotebaBge; others, (bathe was ia the gaUey, to prevent the mid- 
shipmen from soaking their biscuit in the captain's dripping-pan. 
c. At last, I inquired of some of the women who were sunding be- 
tween the guns on the main-deck , and one of thf m answered that 
it was no use looking for him among them , as they all had bus* 
bands, and Cheeks was a <oti(<ni»'« f7tan.**J 

As I could not find the marine, I thought I nsu^t as well go for 
my eocked-bat , and get my dirk afterwards. I did not much like 

1 * This celebrjited perponage is the prototype ot Mr. Nohody on hoard 
of a man-of-war. > 

' ** Widow's men are imaginary'sailora l^arne on the books , and recei- 
TiAg pay and prize-money, which if appropriated t9 Greenwich Hospital ' 
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going yp the rigging, beeaosel was afraid of tumiog giddy , md 
if I fell overboard I could not &«im; but one of th^midshipMeB 
offered to acoompaay me,- statiog.that | need not be;afr«id, if I feU 
overboard, ofsiaklBgloltbe bottom, as, if i was giddy, my head, 
atalleYeots, vfouldtwim; soldctorminedtoveotui^ I«limbed 
op Yery near to the main-top , but not without noiasiag the kttle 
ropes Yery oAen , and grazing the skin ol my shins. Then I came 
to large ropes stretched out from tl^ mast, so that you must climb 
them with your bead backwards. The BMdshipman told me these 
were called the cat-harpings, because they were so difficult to 
dimb, that a cat would expostulate if ordered to go out by them. 
I was afraid to venture, and then he proposed that I should go 
through lubber's hole , which he said bad been made for peopla 
like me. I agreed to attempt it , as it appeared loora easy, and at 
last arrived, quite out of breatb, and very happy to find myself in 
the main-top. 

The captain of the main-top was tbeve with two other sailors. 
The midshipman introduced me. very' politely : — "Mr. Jenkins — 
Mr. Simple, midshipman, -r-» Mr. ^mple, Mr. Jenkins, captain 
of the main-top. Mr. Jepk^ns., Mr. pimple has come up with an 
order for a cocked-hat." The captain of tha top replied that ha 
was very sorry that he had not one in store , but the last had been 
senred out to the captain's monkey. Thia was Tery provoking* Yhe 
captain ol the top then asked ma if I was »ady with my fating, 

I repUed , * * Not very , io^ I had lost it two or three times when 
coning up." He laughadapd leidied, that I should lose it alto* 
gather before I went down ; and that I mu^t hand it out. h * ifomf 
out my /oofm^/" said I, puazled, andai^ealiogtothemidriiip- 
man, '* what does he niea»?'* ** He means that you must fork out 
a saven-ahiitiog bit,"^ I.wttsjustas wise as ever, and stared very 
much ; when Mr. Jenkins desired the other men to get half-a-dozen 
faxes and make a spread eagle of me, unless he had his parkisite. 
I never should have found out what it all meant, had not the mid- 
shipman, who laughed till he cried, at last informed me that it 
was the custom to give the men something to drink the first time 
that I came aloft , and that if I did not, they would tie me up to the 
rigging. 
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Having do monej in my pocket, I promised to pay tbem as 
sooD as I went below ; bat Mr. Jenkins would not trust me; I then 
became very angry, and inquired of bim **if he doubted my ho-> 
nour." He replied , **Not in tbe least , but that he must have the 
seven sbillings before I went below.** **Why, Sir," said I, **do 
you know whom you are speaking to? I am an officer and a gentle- 
man. Do you know who my grandfather is ? " 
•*Oyes," replied be, ** very well." 
"Then, who is he, Sir?" replied I, very angrily. 
"Who is he ! why he 's the Lord knows who" 
"No," replied!, " that 's not his name ; he is Lord Privilege/' 
(I was very much surprised that be knew that my grandfather was 
a lord.) "And do you suppose ," continued I, " that I would for- 
feit the honour of my family for a paltry seven shillings?" 

Tliis observation of mine, and a promise on the part of the mid- 
shipman, who said he would be bail for me, satisfied Mr. Jenkins, 
and he allowed me to go down the rigging. I went to my chest, 
and paid the. seven shillings to one of the top-men who followed 
me, and then went up on the main-deck, to learn as much I could 
of my profession, I asked a great many questions of the midship- 
men relative to the guns , and they crowded round me to answer 
tbem. One told me they were called the frigate's teeth, because 
they stopped the Frenchman's jaw. Another midshipman said 
that, he bad been so often in action that he was railed tbe Fire- 
eater, I asked him how it was that he escaped being killed. He 
replied that he always ihade it a rule, upon the first cannon-bail 
coming through the ship's side , to put his head into the hole 
which it had made; as, by a calculation made by Professor Innman, 
the odds were 3!2,647, and some decimals to boot, that another 
ball would not come in at the same hole. That 's what I never 
should have thought of. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

My messmates show me the folly of runoiDg io debt — Duty carried am 
politely — I become acquainted with some gentlemen of the home de- 
partment— The Episode of Sholto M*Foy. 

Now that I have been on board about a month , I find that my 
life is not disagreeable. I don't smell the pitch and tar , and I can 
get into my hammock without tumbling out on the other side. Hy 
messmates are good-tempered, although they laugh at me very 
much ; but I must say that they are not very nice in their ideas of 
honour. They appear to consider that to take you in is a capital 
joke : and that because they laugh at the time that they are cheat- 
ing you, it then becomes no cheating at all. Now I cannot think 
otherwise than that cheating is cheating, and that a person is not a 
bit more honest, because he laughs at you in the bargain. A few 
days after I came on board, I purchased some tarts of (he bumboat 
woman, as she is called ; I wished to pay for them, but she had no 
change, and very civilly told me she would trust me. She produced 
a narrow book, and said that she would open an account with me, 
and I could pay her when I thought proper. To this arrangement I 
had no objection, and I sent up for different things until I thought 
that my account must have amounted to eleven or twelve shillings. 
As! promised my father (hat I never would run in debt, I con- 
sidered that it was then time that it should be settled. When I 
asked for it, what was my surprise to find that it amounted to 2/. 
14«. 6</. I declared that it was impossible I and requested that she 
would allow me to look at the items , when I found that I was 
booked for at least three or four dozen tarts every day , ordered by 
the young gentlemen "to be put down to Mr. Simple's account.*^ 
I was very much shocked , not only at the sum of money which I 
had to pay, hut also at the want of honesty on the part of my mess- 
mates; but when I complained of it in the berth , they all laughed 
at me. 

At last one of them said , *' Peter, tell the truth ; did not your 
father caution |(0u not to run in debt?" 

*'Yes, he did," replied I. 

' *I know that very well ," replied he : " all fathers do the same 
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when their sons leave them; it 's a matter of course. Now ob-> 
serve, Peter; it is out of regard to joa, that your messmates have 
iM^eo Mikig. mta at your cypeuse* Yon dia»heyed your father's 
ii^uiiclioDS'beftwe you had been a moelh horn home; and it is to 
give you a lesson that may be useftil in after-life, that they have 
cofhsMwed i(.t|eir ^ty to ovdor tke tarts« I trust^lhat it wilt not be 
tbmwn away upon yon* Q^ t» the woman, pay your bill, and 
nnver run up ao^ther/' 

'*That I ci^rtHinly sbaU n^A," replied I; but as I could not 
prove who o^deir^dthi^ tarts » aiHiidid not thinii it iair that the wo* 
man should 1^89 -her moneiy, I went v^ and paid, the bill, wtih a 
determination never to open Wk account with any body again. 

9u( thU left w pockets qui^e empty , ao I wrote to my. Ihther, 
slaiUiig, the wMq tr^Qsactioft, and the consequent state of my 
Canoes. Sd^Cv^etr, in his answer, observed that whatever might 
hav# been theijir motives, my messmates had done me a fHendly 
act; a«d that <is l,lia41ofi(t my money by my own carelessness , I 
mnat not eii^t that he woiiLd allow me any move, pochet-nmney. 
But my motiMr » whQ added a postscript to his letter, slipped in a 
five-pound notCt and I do believe that it was with my fiiM^-s sanc- 
tion, although he pretended to he very angry at my forgoing bis 
injunctions. This timely relief made me quit& comfortable again . 
What a pleasiure i( is tn receive a letter from one's friends when far 
away , especially vben thQre 'a seme money in it ! 

A few days beC^re this, Mr. Falcon, the first lieutenant, or- 
dered me to put otk my sidcr'-arms to go away on du^.. I replied* 
that I had neither dirk nor cocked hat, although I had applied for 
them. He laughed at my story, and sent me on shove- with the 
masteiTt who bought them* imd the irst lieutenant sent up the biU 
tf my ^ther , who paid it, and wroite to tbank him for his trouble. 
/#That morning, the first lientena»t said to me, *' Now, Mr. Simple, 
^ we '11 take the shine off that cocked hat and dirk of yours. You 
will go in the boat with Mr. O'Brien, and take care that none of the 
men slip away from it, and get drunk at the tap." 

This was the first time that I had ever been sent away on duty, 
and I was very proud of being an officer in charge. I put on my 
full uniform 9 and was ready at the gangway a quarter of anHiour 
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before the men vere piped tiiway* We wei« ocd^ved ta tbe dock- 
yard "to. drav aearstofes. When ve. arrived 4iere, I w«$ quite 
astoBlsbed atttte j^iks of timber » tbe raoges of stordioases, a^d 
the immense aAcbors vbicb lay on tbe wbarf. There was such a 
bustle , every body j^peared to be so busy, that I. wanted to look 
every way at once* Close to where the boat landed, they were 
hauHDj^a large frig;ate out oj^ wbait they called the basin ; and I was 
so interested with the si^bt, that I am sorry to say , I quite forgot 
all about the boat's crew, and my orders to look after them. What 
surprised me most was, thataltbougfi the men employed appeared 
to be sailors, their language was nery different froiu what I had 
been lately accustomed to on board of the frigate. Instead of 
damning, and swearing, every body was so polite. ** Oblige me 
with a pull of the starboard bow hawser, ]||r. Jones." ^ ''Ease 
off the larboard hawser, Mr. Jenkins, if you please." -*- "Side 
her over, gentlemen, side her over." -^ "My complijnents 
to Mr. Tompkins, and request, that he will cast off the quarter 
check." — *'Side her over, geiHlemen, side her over, if yen 
please." ^ "In the boat there, puU to Mr. Simmons, and beg 
he '11 do me the favour to check her as she swings* What 'e 
the matter, Mr. Johnson?" /"Vy, there^'s one of them ere mtd^ 
sbipmites has thrown a red hot tater out of the stern -port, and 
hit our officer in the eye.";- "Report him to the commissioneftMr* 
Wiggins; and oblige me by under-running the guess warp. Tell 
Mr. Simpkins, with my compliments , to coil away upon Uie jetty. 
Side her over, side her over, gentlemjan, if you please." 

I asked of a bystander who these people were , and he told me 
that they were dock-yard mateys. I certainly thought that it ap* 
peered to be quite as easy to say, " If you please ," as " D •^ u your 
eyes ," and that it sounded much more agreeable. 

During the time that I was looking at the frigate being hauled 
out, two of the men belonging to the boat slipped away, and on 
my return they were not to be seen. I was very much frightened, 
for I knew that I had neglected my duty, and that on the lirst 
occasion on which I had been intrusted with a responsible service. 
What to do I did not know. I ran up and down every part of the 
dock-yard until I was quite out of breath , asking every body I met 
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whether they had seen toy two men. Many of them said that (hey 
had seen pleoty of men , but did not exactly know mine ; some 
laughed , and caUed me a greenhorn. At last I met a midship- 
man , who (old me that he had seen two men answering to my de- 
scription on the roof of the coach starting for London, and that I 
must be quick if I wished to catch them ; but he would not stop to 
answer any more questions. * I continued walking about the yard 
until I met twenty or tbir(y men with grey jackets and breeches, to 
whom I applied for information : they told me that they had seen 
two sailors skulking behind the piles of timber. They crowded 
round me, and appeared very anxious to assist me, when they 
were summoned away to carry down a cable. I observed that they 
all had numbers on their jackets , and either one or two bright iron 
rings on their legs. I could not help inquiring, although I was in 
such a hurry, why the rings were worn. One of them replied that 
they were orders of merit, given to them for their good behaviour. 

I was proceeding on very disconsolately, when, as I turned 
a corner, to my great delight, I met my two men, who touched 
their hats and said that they had been looking for me. I did not 
believe that they told the (ruth , but I was so glad to recover them 
that I did not scold , but went with them down to the boat, which 
had been waiting some time for us. O'Brien ^ the master's mate, 
called me a young sculping , a word I never, heard before. When 
we arrived on board , the first lieutenant asked O'Brien why he had 
remained so long. He answered that two of (he men had left the 
boat, but that I had found them. The first lieutenant appeared to 
be pleased with me , observing, as he had said before, that I was 
no fool , and I went down below overjoyed at my good fortune, and 
very much obliged (o O'Brien for not telling the whole truth. After 
I had taken off my dirk and cocked hat, I fel( for my pocket hand- 
kerchief, and found that it was not in my pocket, having in all 
probability been taken out by the men in grey jackets, whom, in 
conversation with my messmates , I discovered to be convic(s con- 
demned to hard labour for stealing and picking pockets. . 

A day or two afterwards , we had a new messmate of the name 
of M^Foy. I was on the quarter-deck when he came on board and 
presented a letter to the captain, inquiring first if his name was 
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" Captain Sauvage." He was a florid young man , nearly six feet 
high, with sandy hair, yet very good-looking. As his career in 
the service was very short, 1 will tell at once, what I did not find 
oat till some time afterwards. The captain had agreed to receive 
him to oblige a brother officer , who had retired from the service, 
and lived in the Highlands of Scotland. The first notice which the 
captain had of the arrival of Mr. M'Foy , was from a letter written 
to him by the young man's uncle. This amused him so much, 
that he gave it to the first lieutenant to read: it ran as follows: — 

«• Sir , ** Glatgow , April 25. 1—. 

'* Our much esteemed and mutual friend, Captain M* Alpine, 
having communicated by letter, dated the i4th inst. , your kind 
intentions relative to my nephew , Sholto MToy (for which you 
will be pleased to accept my best thanks) , I write to acquaint you 
that he is now on his way to join your ship, the Diomede, and 
will arrive , God willing , twenty-six hours after the receipt of this 
letter. 

'* As I have been given to understand by those who have some 
acquaintance with the senice of the king-, that his equipment as 
an officer will be somewhat expensive , I have considered it but 
fair to ease your mind as to any responsibility on that score, and 
have therefore enclosed the half of a Bank of England note for ten 
pounds sterling, Hio, 374^, the other half of which will be duly 
forwarded in a frank promised to me the day after to-morrow« 
I beg you will make the necessary purchases , and apply the ba- 
lance, should there be any, to his mess account, or any other 
expenses which you may consider warrantable or justifiable. 

**It is at the same time proper to inform you that Sholto had 
ten shillings in his pocket at the time of his leaving Glasgow ; . the 
satisfactory expenditure of which I have no doubt you will inquire 
into, as it is a large sum to be placed at the discretion of a youth 
only fourteen years and five months old. I mention his age, as 
Sholto is so tall that you might be deceived by his appearance, and 
be induced to trust to his prudence in affairs of this serious nature. 
Should he at any time require further assistance beyond his pay, 
which I am told is extremely handsome to all king's officers, I beg 
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yon to consider that anj draft of yodrs, at ten day's sight, to the 
•moant of &ye pounds sterling English , "will be duly honoured by 
IhefimofHoBteith, M'UUop, and Company, of Glasgow. Sir, 
ivith many tlia&ks for y-our kindness and ^consideration, 

**lj«inain, yonr most obedient, 

" Walter Montkith." 

The letter brought on board by M*Foy was to prove bis identity. 
WbUe the captain read it, M*Foy stared about him like a wild 
stag. The captain welcomed him to the ship , asked him one or 
two questions , introduced him to the first lieutenant, and then 
went on shore. The first lieutenant bad asked me to dine in the 
gun-room ; I supposed that he was pleased with me because I had 
found the men ; and when the captain pulled on shore , he also in*- 
Tited Mr. M*Foy , when the fallowing coBTersation took place. 

*' Well, Vr. ]I*Foy, you hateliad along jeuMey; I presume it 
is the first that you have ever made." 

''Indeed it is, Sir," replied M*Foy; *'and sorely I've been 
pestered. Had I minded all they whispered in my lug as I came 
along, I had need been made of money — sarx^pence here, sai- 
pence there, sax-pence every where. Sidi extortion I ne'er 
dreamt of." 

*'How did you come from Glasgow?" 

'^*Bj the wheel-boat, or stoam-boat, as tbey ca'd it, to Lun- 
non : where they charged me sax-pence for taking my baggage on 
shore — a wee boxy nae bigger than yon cocked-up hat. I would 
fain carry it mysel' , iMit they wudna let me^ 

'* Well , where did you go to when you arrived in London ?" 

"I went to a place ca'd Chichester Rents, to the bouse of 
Storm and Mainwaring, warehousemen, and they must have 
another sax-pence for showing me the way. There I waited half- 
tQwhour in the oounting-house , till fhey took me to a place ca'd 
Bull and Mouth , and put »e Into a eoaoh , paying my whole (kre : 
nevertheless, they must din >me far money the whole of the, way 
down. There was first the guard, and then the coachman, and 
another guard and another coadiman ; but I irudna listen to them, 
and 80 they growled and abused me/* 
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"And ^6n did you MivtV 

'*I caiti^ ^fa^e ittst uight ; «tid I only had a bed and a breakfast 
at'flie tun Bllie Pillars hease, for vhkh they eitortiotied me three 
«fallllbg6 and sfli-i>eiiee, -as I sit here. And then there was the 
cbambemittid ha^sy and waiter loon axed me to remember them, 
Md wattted more siller; bttt I told them as I told the guard and 
eoaebman , that I bad notte for them." 

*'H<>w much Of yotir ten shillings have ytm left?** ittquired the 
first lieiiletiant, smiling. 

'*fi^ot; Sir Lietitenafit, how came you for to ken that? Eh! 
it 's toy uncle MoBte!tfh-a* ^asgim. Why, as I sit tere, I "ve 
but Uii^ Shflliftgs aihl a penny of It left. But there *s a smell here 
that 's Bo eanny ; so I 'H just go up again Into the firesh air." 

When Mr. M*Foy quitted the gun-room they all laughed very 
much. After he had been a short time on deck he went down into 
the midshipmen's berth : but he made himself very unpleasant, 
quarrelling and wrangling with every body. It did not, however, 
last very long: for he would not obey any oiders that were given 
to him. Qn the third day, he quitted the ship without asking the 
permission of the first lieutenant; when he returned on board the 
following day, the first lieutenant put him under an arrest, and 
in charge of the sentry at the cabin door. During the afternoon I 
was under the half-deck, and perceived that he was sharpening a 
long clasp knife upon the afier-tmck of the gun. I went up to him 
and asked 'him Why he was doitigso, and he replied, as his eyes 
flashed ^re, Ihatit was to revenge the insult offered to the bluid of 
M^Foy. IHIS look told me that lie was in earuest. **But what do 
y^u mean?" inquired I. **I mean,*' said he, drawing the edge 
and feeUerg^e point of his weapou, *Ho put it Into the weam of 
that mtta w^lth the gold podge on bis s/hoidder , who has dared to 
|(lMe*me bere.^' 

I was \trj ftnttth tihrmed , atidthought ft my duty to state his 
^ftiUrderouS iiiteatious , 'on^rorse might happen ; so I walked up on 
^ck afnd told the first lieutenant what 91 'iPoy was iutefidiug to do, 
and how liis life was in danger. Hr. Falcou laughed , and Portly 
afterwards went dowu on the main-deck. M*Foy's"eyes glistened, 
and he walked forward to where the first lieutenant was standing; 
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but the seDtry, who had been cautiooed by me, kegt him back 
with his bayonet. The first lieuteoaot turned round, and pec- 
ceiving what was going on , desired the sentry to see if Mr. M*Foy 
bad a knife in his hands ; and he had it sure enough , open , and 
held behind his back. He was disarmed , and the first lieutenant, 
perceiving that the lad meant mischief, reported his conduct to the 
captain, on his arrival on board. The captain sent for MToy, 
who was very obstinate , and when taied with his Intention would 
not deny it, or even say that he would not again attempt it; so he 
was sent on shore immediately, and returned to his friends in the 
Highlands. We never saw any more of him ; but I heard that he 
obtained a commission in the army, and three months after he had 
joined his regiment, was killed in a duel , resenting some fancied 
affront offered to the bluid of MToy. 

CHAPTER IX. 

We post up to Portsdown fair — Consequence of disturbing a lady at 
supper — Natural affection of the Pelican , proved at my expense — 
Spontaneous combustion atRanelagh Gardens — Pastry versus piety — 
Many are bid to the feast; but not the halt, the lame, or the blind. 

A FEW days after M'Foy quitted the ship, we all had leave 
from the first lieutenant to go to Portsdown fair, but he would 
only allow the oldsters to sleep on shore. We anticipated so 
much pleasure from our excursion, that some of us were up 
early enough to go away in the boat sent for fresh beef. This 
was very foolish. There were no carriages to take us to the fair, 
nor indeed any fair so early in the morning; the shops were alf 
shut, and the Blue Posts, where we always rendezvoused, was 
hardly opened. We waited there in the coffee-room, until we 
were driven out by the maid sweeping away the dirt, and were 
forced to walk about until she had finished, and lighted the fire, 
i^heu we ordered our breakfast; but how much better would it 
have been to have taken our breakfast comfortably on board, and 
then to have come on shore , especially as we had no money to 
spare. Next to being too late, being too soon is the worst plan in 
the world. However, we had oUr breakfast, and paid the bill; 
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ti^D we sallied forth , and went up George Street, where we found 
all sorts of Yehictes ready to take us to the fair. We got into one 
which thej called a dilly . I asked the man who drove it why it was 
so called, and he replied, because he only charged a shilling. 
0*BrieD, who had joined us after breakfasting on board, said, 
that this answer reminded him of one gi?en to him by a man who 
attended the hackney-coach stands In London. "Pray ," said he, 
*«why are you called Waterman?" "Waterman," replied the 
man, "vy. Sir, 'cause we opens the hackney-coach doors." At 
last, with plenty of whipping, and plenty of swearing, and a great 
deal of laughing, the old horse , whose back curved upwards like 
a bow, from the difficulty or dragging so many, arrived at the 
bottom of Portsdown Hill, where we got out, and walked up to 
the fair. It really was a most beautiful sight. The bright blue 
sky, and the coloured flags flapping about in all directions, the 
grass so green , and the white tents and booths , the sun shining 
so bright, and the shining gilt gingerbread, the variety of toys 
and the variety of noise , the qaantity of people and the quantity of 
sweetmeats ; little boys so happy , and shop-people so polite , the 
music at the booths, and the bustle and eagerness of the people 
outside^ made my heart quite jump. There was Richardson , with 
a clown and harlequin , and such beautiful women , dressed in 
clothes all over gold spangles, dancing reels and waltzes, and 
looking so happy! There was Flint and Gyngell, with fellows 
tumbling over head and heels, playing such tricks — eating fire, ' 
and drawing yards of tape out of their months. Then there was 
the Royal Circus, all the borses standing in a line, with men and 
women standing on their backs , waving flags, while the trumpe- 
ters blew their trumpets. And the largest giant in the world , and 
Mr. Paap, the smallest dwarf in the world, and a female dwarf, 
who was smaller still, and Miss Biffin , who did every thing with- 
out legs or arms. There was also the learned pig , and the Here- 
fordshire ox, and a hundred other sights which I cannot no# 
remember. We walked about for an hour or two seeing the 
outside of every thing: we determined to go and see the inside. 
First we went into Richardson's , where we saw a bloody tragedy, 
with a ghost and thunder, and afterwards a pantomime, full of 
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tricks , aod tambling over one another. Then we saw oae er two 
other thiogs, I forget what, bat this I fcaow, that, ^generally 
speaking, the outside was better than the inside. Alter this, 
feeliog very hungry , we agreed to|[Q into a booth aod have some- 
thing to eat. The tables were ranged all rowMl, aad, in the 
centre there was a boarded platforaB lor daneing. The ladies were 
there all ready dressed for fMirtners; and die inasic was so lively^ 
that I felt very much inclined to danee^ but ve had agteed to go 
and see the wild beasts fed at Mr. Polito's menagede, and as it 
was now almost eight o*ck)Qk , we paid our biil and set off. It was 
a very curious siglit , and better worlji se^g than any tJung in the 
* fair ; I never had* ^n idea that these were so many stnnge animals 
in existence* They were all secured in iron cages , and a hirge 
chandelier with- twenty lights, hung in the centre of the booth, 
aod lighted them up, while the keeper went round and stirv^ 
them up with his long pole ; at the same time he gave us their his* 
tories , which were very interesting. I recollect a few of them. 
There was the tapir , a great pig with a long nose , a variety ofthe 
hiptostauMSS, which the keeper said was an amphibilions animal, 
as couldn't live on land, and dies in the water -^ however, it 
seemed to live very well in a cage. Then there was the kangaroo 
with its young ones peeping out of it — a most astonishing ani- 
mal. The keeper said that it brought forth two young ones at 
a birth, and then took them into its stomach again , nntil they 
arrived at years of discretion. Then there was the pelican of the 
wilderness (I shall not forget him) , with a large bag under his 
throat, which the man put on his head as a. night- cap: this bird 
feeds its young with its own blood — when Gsh are scarce. 
And there was the laughing hyena, who cries in the wood 
like a human being in distress , and devours those who come 
to his assistance — a sad instance of the deprarily of human 
nature, as the keeper Observed. There was a beautiful creature, 
the royal Bengal tiger, only, three years old, what growed ten 
inches every year, and never arrived at its full growth. The one 
we saw, measured, as. the keeper told us, siileen feet fnom 
the snout to the tail, and seventeen from the tail to the snout: 
but there must have been some mis^ke there. There was a 
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yoang elephant and thi^e lions, and several other animals which I 
foriget DOW , do I shall go on to describe the tragical scene which 
oeenrred. The keener hadfpoked up all the anloials^ and had 
eommenced feeding them. The great lion was growling and snarl- 
ing over the ahin-bone of an oi , cracking it like a not, when , by 
some mismanagement, one end of the pole upon which the chan- 
delier was suspended fell down , striking the door of the cage in 
which the liontos was at supper, and bursting it open. It was all 
done in a second ; the chandelier fell , the cage opened , and the 
lidness ^rang out. I remember to this moment seeing the body 
of the lioness in the air, and then all was dark as pttch. What a 
change ! not a moment before all of us staring with delight and 
enriosity, and then to be left in darkness, horror, and dismay ! - 
There was such screaming and shrieking, such crying, and fight- 
ing, and pushing, and fainting — nobody knew where to go, or 
how to find their way out. The people crowded first on one side, 
and then on the other, as their fears instigated them. I was very 
soon jammed up with my back against the bars of one of the cages, 
and feeling some beast lay hold of me behind , made a desperate 
effort, and succeeded in climbing up to the ci^ above, not, how- 
ever, without losing the seat of my trowsers , which the laughing 
hysoa would not let go. I hardly knew where I was when I climbed 
up ; but I knew the birds were mostly stationed above. However, 
that I might not have the front of my trowsers torn as well as the 
hebind,. as soon as I gained my footing I turned round, with my 
hack to the bars of the cage, but I had not been there a minute, 
before I was attacked by something which digged into me like a 
pickaie , and as the hyena had torn my clothes, I had no defence 
against it. To turn round would have been worse still ; so , after 
having received above a dozen stabs, I contrived by degrees to shift 
my position until I was opposite to another cage^ but not until the 
pelican , for it was that brute, had drawn as much blood from me 
as would have fed his young for a week. I was surmising what 
danger I should next encounter, when to my joy I discovered that I 
bad gained the open door fk'om which the lioness had escaped. I 
crawled in, and pulled the door to after me, thinking myself very 
fortunate : and there I sat very quietly in a corner during the re- 
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mainder of the noise and confasion. I had been there bat a few 
miDutes, vhen the beef-eaters , as they were calfed, who played 
the music Qutside , came in with torches and loaded muskets. The 
sight which presented itself was truly shocking; twenty or thirty 
men, women, and children, lay on the ground , and I thought at 
first the lioness had killed them all, but they were only in fits, or 
had been trampled down by the crowd. No one was seriously 
hurt. As for the lioness,^ she was not to be found : and as soon 
as it was ascertained that she had escaped, there was as much terror 
and scampering away outside , as there had been in the m^^nagerie. 
It appeared afterwards, that the animal had been as much fright- 
ened as we had been , and had secreted herself under one of the 
waggons. It was some time before she could be found. At last 
O'Brien, who was a very brave fellow, went a-headof the beef- 
eaters, and saw her eyes glaring. They borrowed a net or two 
from the carts which had brought calves to the fair, and threw them 
over her. When she was fairly entangled, they dragged her by 
the tail into the mduagcrie. All this while I had remained very 
quietly in the den , but when I perceived that its lawful owner had 
come back to retake possession , I thought it was time to come out; 
80 1 called to my messmates, who, with O'Brien, were assisting 
the bcef-ealers. They had not discovered me, and laughed very 
much when they saw where I was. One of the midshipmen shot 
the bolt of the door, so that I could not jump out, and then stirred 
me up with a long pole. At last I contrived to unbolt it again, and 
got out, when they laughed still more, at the seat of my trowsers 
being torn off. It was not exactly a laughing matter to me, although 
I had to congratulate myself upon a very lucky escape ; and so did 
my messmates think, when I narrated my adventures. The peKcan 
was the worst p^rt of the business. O'Brien lent me a dark silk 
handkerchief, which I tied round my waist, and let drop behind, 
so that my misfortunes might not attract any notice, and then we 
quitted the m<^nagerie ; but I was so stiff that I could scarcely walk. 
We then went to what they called the Ranelagh Gardens to see 
the fireworks, which were to be let off at ten o'clock. It was ex« 
acily ten when we paid for our admission , and we waited very pa- 
tiently fbr a quarter of an hour , but there were no signs of the fire- 
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works being displayed. The fact was , that the man to whom tbo 
gardens belon{$ed wailed uolil more compaoy. should arrive, al- 
though the place was already very full of people. Now the Grst 
lieuleDaot had ordered the boat to wait for us until twelve o'clock, 
and then return on board ; and as we were seven miles from Ports- 
mouth, we had not much time to spare. We waited another 
quarter of an hour, and then it was agreed that as the Greworks 
were slated in the handbill to commence precisely at ten o'clock, 
we were fully juslitied in letting them off ourselves. O'Brien went 
out, and relumed with a dozen penny rattans, which he notched 
ID the eud. The Greworks were on the posts and stages , all ready, 
and it was agreed that^e should light ihem all at once, and then 
mil with the crowd. /The oldsters lighted cigars , and Giing them 
in the notched end orlhe canes, continued to puff them until they 
were all well lighted. They handed one to each of us, and at a / 
signal we all applied them to the match papers , and as soon as the ^ '} 
fire communicated, we threw down our canes and ran in among 
the crowdA In about half a minute , off they all went in the most 
beautiful confusion; there were silver stars and golden stars, blue 
lights and Catherine-wheels, mines and bombs, Grecian-Gres and 
Boman-candles, Chinese trees, rockets, and illuminated mottoes, 
all Griog away, cracking, popping, and Gzzing, at the same 
time. It was unanimously agreed that it was a great improvement 
upon the intended show. The man to whom the gardens belonged 
ran out of a booth where he had been drinking beer at his ease, 
while his company were waiting, swearing vengeance against the 
perpetrators; indeed, the neit day he offered Gfly pounds' reward 
for the discovery of the offenders. But I think that he was treated 
very properly. He was, in his situation , a servant of the public, 
and he had behaved as if he was their master. We all escaped very 
cleverly, and taking another dilly, arrived at Portsmouth, and 
were down to the boat in good time. The next day I was so stiff, 
and in such pain, that 1 was obliged to go to the doctor, who put 
me OD. the list, where I remained a week before I could return to 
my duty. So much for Portsdown fair. 

It was on a Saturday that I returned to my duty, ,and Sunday 
b^iiig afioe day, we all went on shore to church with Mr. Falcon, . 
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the first liettteMnu We liked; going to chaidi yerj mach; not/ 
I am sorry to say, from religions feelings, but for the foilonlng' 
reason: — the first lieutenant sat in a pew below^ and wewere- 
pJaced'in tlie gallery above, wliere he coald not see us, nor indeedi 
could we see him. We all remained very quiet, and L nay say 
very devout, daring the time of the serviee; but the clergyman 
who delivered tbe sermon was so tedious, and had such a bad voice, 
that we generally slipped out as soon as he went up into the pulpit, 
and adjourned to a pastry-cook's opposite , to eat cakes and tarts 
and drink cherry-brandy, which we infinitely preferred to hearing- 
a sermon. Somehow or other, the first lieutenant had scent of- 
our proceedings: we believed that the marine officer informed 
against us, and this Sunday he served us a pretty trick. We bad 
been at the pastry-cook's as usual, and as soon as we perceived 
the people coming out of church , we put all our tarts and sweet- 
meats into our bats , which we then slipped on our heads , and took 
our station at the church door, as if we had just come down from 
the gallery, and bad been waiting for him. Instead, however, 
(^appearing at tbe church door, be walked up the street, and- 
desired us to foUow him to the boat. The fact was, bebadbeea 
in the back room at the pastry-cook's watching our motions tbrough- 
the green blinds* We had no suspicion , but thought that be had^ 
come out of church a little sooner than usual. When we arrived 
on board and followed- him up the side, he said to us as wecanO' 
on deck, — ** Walk aft, young gentlemen." We did; andbede- 
sired us to *' toe a line," which means to stand in a row. ' *'Now, 
Mr. Diion , " said he , ** what was the text to-day? " As be very 
oiten asked us that question , we always left one in the church 
until the text was given out, who brought it to us iathe.pastvy« 
cook's shop , when we all marked it in our Bibles to be ready if he 
asked us. Dixon immediately pulled out his Bible where he had 
marked tk>wn the leaf , and read it. '*0! that was it," said Air. 
Falcon; "you must have remarkably good ears, Mc Dixon, to 
have heard the clergyman from the pastry-cook's shop. Now, 
' gentleman, hats off, if you please." We all slided off our bate^ 
Which, as he expected, we^ full of pastry. *' Really, gentlemen," 
said he, feeling the different papers of pastry and. sweetoieato, 
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I am ^oite daligiited to perceive thai you have not been to diilrclt 
fo* not]ilag« Few oome away wkb so many food firings pressed' 
nponr their seat of meoMry* MaBtei^at-armft, send all tbe $fai()'!^ 
boys aiU" 

The h^s^l came tattMing up the ladders, and^ the ^t^ lient«^ 
nant dennedieadi^of theifi to uke' a seat tipon tbeeai^hmadte slides. 
Whm they weve^ail^statiened , lie ordered tis-to'go rontfd with oil# 
hats and reqaestitf each- bis aeoeptanee of a tart , which we wertf 
obliged to do, b«0ditrg firSt^ to one and (hen to another, uiHil the 
hats were alt emp^. Wbai annoyed me more than ail , was the 
gramuBg of the boys M their being serred by as like footmen, as 
weU as the ridieal&and langhter of the whole ship's company, who 
bad assemUed at tb« gangways^ 

When, all the pastry was devoured, the first lieiitenanf said; 
** There y gentlemen, now that yon have had yonr lesson far the 
day, you may go below." We could not help bmgbing onlnseives 
when wewent^ddwn into the berth; ]|fir. Falcon always panlshed^o 
90»d-hanionre(Hy-, and, insomewayor otiier, his ponishmefrts 
severally connected with the description of the offent«. fl^ 
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alwAa had a reoMdy for every thmg that he-disapproved of; and the 
sfaip's^compaBy used to call bink "Remedy Jacl£." loughttoob- y 
serve, that some of my messmates were very severe upon iheshfp's 
boys after that eiroomstaBce, always giving them a kidt or a cuflTon 
the: head whenever they could', telUng them at the same time, 
*'There 's another tart for you, you whelp/' I beReve, if the boys 
faadi known wlnt wasio HBserve for them , they would nrach rather 
bawe left the pastfy alone. 

CBAPtER X. 

A-presssanglbtateflioff by one wonan — Daag^rs at x^^-theacFand pohii 
— A treat for bath parties , of pudted chicktn , at my exfMeine — Al«o 
gin for twenty — I am made a prisoner: escape and rejoin my ship. 

I'MOST' nowrelM^ what occurred to me a few days bef6rethe 
skip sailed) which will prove that it is not necessary to encottiiter 
the winds and waves> or the cannon of the enemy^ to be in- danger; 
you have entered hts Majesty -s service: ou the contrary, I 
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bave beeD in acUoD since, and I declare, withoat hesitation, tbal 
I did not feel so much ^Jarmed on tliat occasion , as I did on tiA 
one of which I am aboat to give the history. We were re{>orted 
ready for sea, and the Admiralty was anxious that we should pro- 
ceed. The only obstacle to our sailing was , that we had not yet 
completed our complement of men. The capfiain applied to the 
port-admiral , and obtained permission to send parties on shore lo 
impress seamen. The second and third lieutenants, and the oldest 
midshipmen , were despatched on shore every night, with some of 
the most trust-worthy men , and generally brought on board in the 
morning about half a dozen men , whom they had picked up in the 
different alehouses or grog-shops, as the sailors call them. Some 
of them were retained , but most of them sent on shore as unser- 
viceable ; for it is the custom , when a man either enters , or is im- 
pressed, to send him down to the surgeon in the cock-pit, where 
he is stripped and eiamined all over , to see if he be sound and Gt 
for his Majesty's service; and if not, he is sent on shore again. 
Impressing appeared to be rather serious work , as far as I could 
judge from the accounts which I heard, and from the way in which 
our sailors , who were employed on the service, were occasionally 
beaten and wounded ; the seamen who were impressed appearing 
to Gght as hard not to be forced into the service as they did for the 
honour of the country, after they were fairly embarked in it. I had 
a great wish to be one of the party before the ship sailed, and asked 
O'Brien, who was very kind to me in general, and allowed nobody 
to thrash me but himself, if he would take me with him, which he 
did on the night after I had made the request. ' I put on my dirk, 
that they might know I was an officer, as well as for my protection. 
About dusk we rowed on shore , and landed on the Gosport side : 
{'the men were all armed with cutlasses , and wore pea jackets, 
which are very short great coats made of what they call Flushing;} 
We did not slop to look, at any of the grog-shops in the town , as it 
was too early; but walked out about three miles In the suburbs, 
and went to a house , the door of which was locked , bat we forced 
it open in a minute, and hastened to enter the passage, where we 
found the landlady standing to defend the entrance. The passage 
was long and narrow , and she was a very tall, corpulent woman, 
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so that her body nearly fiiled it up , and/lo her hands she held a 






loDg spit pointed at us, with vhicb she l&ept us at bay. The offi- j 
cers, who were the foremost, did not like to attack a woman, and j 
she made such drives at them with her spit, that had they not re- I 
treated, some of them would soon have been ready for roastingl7| 
The sailors laughed and stood outside, leaving the officers to setfle I 
the business how they could. At last, the landlady called out to I 
her husband, * * Be they all out, Jem ? " * ' Yes ," replied the hus- 
band, **they be all safe gone." *'Well, then,", replied she, 
**I '11 soon have all these gone too;" and with these words she 
made such a rush forward upon us with her spit, that had we not 
fallen hack, and tumbled one over another, she certainly would 
have run it through the second lieutenant, who commanded the 
party. The passage was cleared in an instant, and as soon as we 
were all in the street she bolted us out; so there we were, three 
officers and fifteen armed men, fairly beat off by a fat old woman; 
the sailors who had been drinking In the house having made their 
escape to some other place. But I do not well see how it could be 
otherwise ; either we must have killed or wounded the woman , or 
she would have run us through, she was so resolute. Had her 
husband been in the passage, he would have been settled in a very 
short time ; but what can you do with a woman who fights like a 
devil, and yet claims all the rights and immunities of the softer 
sei? We all walked away, looking very foolish; and O'Brien 
observed that the next time he called at that house he would weather 
the old cat , for he would take her ladyship in the rear. 

We then called at other houses, where we picked up one or two 
men , but most of them escaped by getting out at the windows or 
the back doors , as we entered the front. Now there was a grog- 
shop which was a very favourite ^rendezvous of the seamen belong- 
ing to the merchant vessels, and to which they were accustomed 
to retreat when they heard that the pressgangs were out. Our 
officers were aware of this, and were therefore indifferent as to the 
escape of the men, as they knew that they would all go to that 
place, and confide in their numbers for beating us off. As it was 
then one o'clock , they thought it time to go ihere; we proceeded 
without any noise , but they bad people on the look-out , and as. 
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soon as we tanied the oormr of the lane the alftrm was grven. f was 
aftaid that i}»y would ail ma away, and we- sbonld' lose them; 
but, on the contrary, tbey mustered* very strong^on that night, 
and had resolyed to * * gi¥e fight." The- men remained in the honse, 
bntan advanced guard of about thirtf of their wires, sainted' us 
with a shower of stones and mud. Some of our sapors were hurt; 
but tbey did not iff»ear to mind what the women did. Ihey 
rushed on, and then they were attacked by the women with their 
fistaand njails. Notwithstanding thisv ^^ saifors* only laugjbed, 
pushing the women on ono' side , and saying , '*^0e quiet , Poll ; " 
-^^'Don'tbefoolisb, Bitolly;" — **Gtttaf the way, Sukey: we 
a'o't come to take away yowr f^ncy man ; '^ with expressions of that 
sort, altbougb the Irfood trickled down many of their faces , from 
tk% way in which tbey bad been clawed; Thus we attempted to 
force our way through tliem, buf i had a very narrow escape even 
In tfai» instance. Ar woman seized me by the arm , and' pulled me 
towards her; had it not been for one of the quarter-masters I 
should have been separjfted from my party 7 but, just as they 
dragged m» away , be caught hold of me by the leg-, and stopped 
them. *' Clap-on here. Peg," cried tbe woman to another, **and 
let 'shave this .liMle^mldshipmite; I wants a baby to dry-nurse." 
Two more woKcn<eaiiie'to her' assistance, catching- bold of my 
other arm, and they would havedregged me out of ^he grasp of the 
qoaiter-^master , had he not called out for more help' on his side, 
upon w4iieh two of the seamen laid hold of my other leg, and there 
was such a tussle (all atmy eipense) , such pulling and hauling : 
someHmes'the women gained-an inch or two of me, then the sailors 
get it^baok again. At one mementlthougbt it was all overwitb 
me, and in the next I was with my own nren. '*PulI devil ; puU' 
baliep! " cried the women , and then they laughed, although Tdid 
not) Itan assure you; forl-realiy think that I was pulled out an 
inetr taUisr, and my knees and shoulders pained me very much in- 
deed* M last the women laughed so much that they could not hold 
on, sel<wa» dragged into the middle of ourown sailors, where I 
took care to remain; and, after a little more squeezing and fight- 
ing, was^carried by the crowd into the house. The seamen of the 
mercbant ships bad armed themselves with bludgeons^ and' other 
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▼japans, iip4 iiftd>uktQ*a po8itioftfiii.tli|& tables. Th^ wore inore> 
tbiuq twa to one a|[aiost us, and there was a dreadful fight^ as their* 
Dssistance waa very desperate. Our sailors were obliged to use^ 
tfaeir cullastses, aod for a few minutes I was qoite bewildered with- 
th^Sthoutingaqd sweAiiog, pushing, and senflliBg , collaring ands 
fitting, together with thedust raised up, which not only blinded, 
but^ nearly choked me* By the time that my breath was neariy^ 
Siui^fized out of my body, our sailors got the best of it , which tho 
landlady and women of the house percemng, they put out all th«* 
lights, so that I could not tell where I was; but our sailors had 
eTery one seized his man , and contrived to haul him out of the^ 
street door, where they were collected together-, and secured. 

Now again! was in great difficulty; I had been knocked down 
and trod upon, and when I did contrive to getup again, Ididnol> 
know the direction in which the door lay. I felt about by the wall« 
aa4atlast came to a door, for the room wa& at that time neariy 
empty , the women having followed the men out of the house% I 
opened it, and fonnd that it was not the right one , but led into a 
little side parlour, where there was. a fire, but no lights. I bad 
justt discovered my mistake , and was about to retreat, when I was 
shoved in from behind, and the key turned upon me ; there I was, 
all alone, and, I must acknowledge, very miich frightened , asL- 
ttiougltf that the vengeance of the women would be wreaked upon 
me. I considered that my death was certain , and thaH^ like the* 
man Orpheus I had read of in my books, Ishoi^di bettors to pieces 
by these Bacchanals. However, I refleeted' that I was aa oflteeiv 
in his* Majesty's service, and that it was my dmty, if necessary, to 
sfcrifiice^my life for my king and country. I thought of my poor 
m#tl^ef <; iMit as.it made me unhappy I tried to foiget her , andcal^ 
to my memory all I had read of the fortitude and courageof variousi 
brave men, when death stared them in the face. I peeped.through 
thekey^holef and perceived that the caadleswere re-lighted, and^ 
that there were only women in the room , who were talking all at 
one^, and not thiokiog about me. But in a minute op two, a wo- 
mail, came in fcom. the street, with her long blaek hair hanging 
aboiHAer shoulders, and^her^aipinherhand. ** Well, "^ cried she, 
they 've nabbed my husband ; but! 'II be dished if I hav'n't boxed 
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up the midsbipmite in thatparloar, nnd he shall take bis place." 
1 tboaght I should have died when I loolLed at the womao, and per* 
ceived her coming op to the door, followed by some others , to 
unlock it. As the door opened , I drew my dirk, resolving to die 
like an officer, and as they advanced, I retreated to a comer, 
brandishing my dirk, without saying a word. ** Yell," cried the 
woman who had made me a prisoner, **I do declare I likes to see 
a puddle in a storm — only look at the little biscuit-nibbler show- 
ing fight! Gome, mylovey, you belongs to me." 

* * Never ! " exclaimed I wi th indignation. * * Keep off, or I shall 
do you mischief" (and I raised my dirk in advance) ; '*I am an offi- 
cer and a gentleman." 

'^Sall," cried the odious woman, ** fetch a mop and a pall 
of dirty water , and I 'il trundle that dirk out of his fist." 

*' No, no," replied another rather good-looking young woman, 
** leave him to me — don't hurt him — he really is a very nice little 
man. What's your name, my dear?" 

** Peter Simple is my name," replied I; "and I am a king's 
officer, so be careful what you are about." 

** Don't be afraid, Peter, nobody shall hurt you ; but you most 
sot draw your'dirk before ladies, that 's not like an officer and a 
gentleman — so put up your dirk , that 's a good boy." 

"1 will not," replied I, "unless you promise me that t shall 
go away unmolested." 

"I do promise you that you shall, upon my word, Peter — 
upon my honour — will that content you? " 

"Yes ," replied I , "if every one else will promise the same.'* 

"Upon our honours," they all cried together; upon which I 
was satisfied; and putting my dirk into its sheath, was about to 
quit the room. 

"Stop, Peter," said the young woman who had taken my 
part; " I must have a kiss before you go." "And so must I; and 
so must we all ," cried the women. 

I was very much shocked, and attempted to draw my dirk 
again ,• but they had closed in with me , and prevented me. "Be- 
collect your honour," cried I to the young woman, as I strug- 
gled. 
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*']fy honour! — Lord bless yoa, Peter, the less we say aboul 
that, the better/' 

**But you promised that I should go away quietly," said I, 
appealing to them. 

''Weil, and so you shall ; but recollect , Peter, that you are 
an officer and a gentleman — you surely would not be so shabby as 
to go away without treating us. What money have you got in your 
pocket?" and , without giving me time to answer, she felt in my 
pocket, and pulled out my purse, which she opened. '*Why, 
Peter, you are as rich as a Jew/' said she , as they counted thirtf 
shillings on the table. " Now what shall we have?" 

''Anything you please," said I, "provided that you will leC 
me go." 

"Well, then, it shall be a gallon of gin. Sail, callMrs.Fla- 
nagan. Mrs. Flanagan, we want a gallon of gin, and clean glasses." 

Mrs. Flanagan received the major part of my money, and in a 
minute returned with the gin and wine glasses. 

"Now, Peter, my cove, let's all draw round the table, and 
make ourselves cosy." 

"Ono," replied I ^ "take my money, drink the gin, but pray 
let me go!" but they wouldn't listen to me. Then I was obliged 
to sit down with them , the gin was poured out, and they made me 
drink a glass, which neariy choked me. It had, however, one 
good effect , it gave me courage , and in a minute or two, I felt as 
iff could fight them all. The door of the room was on the same 
side as the fire-place, and I perceived that the poker was between 
the bars, and red hot. Icomplaincd that I was cold, although I 
was in a burning fever; and they allowed me to get up to warm my 
hands. As soon as I reached the fire-place, I snatched out the 
red-hot poker; and, brandishing it over my head, made for the 
door. They all jumped up to detain me , but I made a poke at the 
fore-most , which made her run back with a shriek. (I do believe 
that I burnt her nose.) I seized my opportunity, and escaped into 
the street, whirling the poker round my head , while all the women 
followed, hooting and sliouting after me. I never stopped run- 
ning and whiriing my poker until I was reeking with perspiration, 
and the poker was quite cold. Then I looked back, and found that 
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I was alone.' ItwasTerydark; every hoase was shut up , and not 
a light to be seen any where. I stopped at the comer , n6t know- 
ing where I was, or what I Was to do. I felt very miserable indeed, 
and was reQecting on my wisest plan , when , who shonld tmm the 
'Corner, btit one of the quarter-^toasters , who had bfeen left on 
^ore by aceident. I knew him by his pea-jaeket and straw hat to 
be one of our men , and I was delighted to see him. I told him 
what had happened, and he replied that he was going to a house 
where the. people knew him, and would let him in. When wear- 
rived there , the people of the hotise trere very civil ; the landlady 
made us some' purl, which the quarter-master ordered, and which 
'I thought very good indeed. After we had finished the j6g, we 
both fell asleep in our chairs. I did not awaken until I was roused 
J>y the quarter->-iiiaster, at past seven o'clock, when ire took a 
cherry, and w^nt off to the ship. 

CHAPTER XL 

O'Brien takes me under his protection — The ship's company are pafd, 
so are the buraboat-women , tho jews , and the eknancipationfst after 
a fashion — We go to sea — Doctor O'Brien's cure for seansickness — 
One pill of th^ doctor's more than a dose. 

When we arrived, I reported myself to the first lieutenant, and 
told him the whole story of the manner in which I had been treated, 
showing him the poker, which I brought ob board with me. He 
heard me very patiently, abd then said, ** Well, Mr. Simple, you 
may be the greatest fool of your family for all I kndw to the con-^ 
trary , but never pretend to be a fool with me. That poker proves 
the contrary; and if your wH can serve you upon your own emer- 
gency, I expect that it will be employed for the benefit of die ser- 
vice." Be then sent for O'Brien , and gaVe him a lecture for al- 
lowing me to go with the pressgang, pointing out, what was ver^ 
tnte, that I could have been of no service, and might hiaive met^ With 
a serious accident. I went down on the main-debk , and O'Brien 
came to me. '*Peter," said he, **I have been jawed' fo^ letting 
you go, so it Is but fhir that you should be thrashed for having 
•akedaie.", I wished to argue the point, but he cut all argument 
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short, bj kicking me down the batdiway; and tfaas eoddd my 
zealous attempt to procure seamen for his Mijesty's service. 

At last the frigate was fall manoed; and, as we had received' 
drafts of men from other ships , we were ord^ed to be paid pre- 
vioasly to our going to sea. The people on shore always find out 
-whoa a ship is to be paid , and very early in the morning we were 
surrounded with wherries, laden with Jews and other people, some 
requesting admittance to sell their goods , others to get paid for 
what they had allowed the sailors to take up upon credit, fist the 
first lieutenant would not allow any of them to come on board un<il 
after the ship was paid; although they were so urgept, that he was 
forced to place sentries in the chains with cold shot , to stave the 
boats if they came alongside. I was standing at the gangway, look- 
ing at the crowd of boats, when a black looking feUow in one of the 
wherries said to me , **Isay, Sir, let me slip in at the port, and 
I have a very nice present to make you ; " and he displayed a gold 
seal , which he held up to me. I imfiiedlately ordered the sentry 
to keep him farther off, for I was very much affronted at his sup- 
posing me capable of bemg bribed to disobey my orders. About 
eleven o'clock the dock-yard boat, with all the pay clerks, a»d tbe 
cashier, with his chest of money, came on board, and was shown 
into the fore-cabin, where the captain attended the pay-table. 
The men were called in , one by one , and as the amount of wages 
due had been previously calculated , they were paid very fost. The 
money was always received in their hats , after it had been counted 
out in the presence of the officers and captain. Outside the cabin 
door, there stood a tall man in black, with hair straight combed, 
who had obtained an order from the port-admiral to be permitted 
to come on board. He attacked every sailor as he came out, with 
his money in his hat, for a subscription to emancipate the slaves 
In the Westlndies;' but the sailors would not give him any thing* 
swearing that the niggers were better off than they were ; for they 
did not work harder by day, and had no wateh and watch to keep 
during the night. '' Sarvitude is sarvitude all over the worid , my 
old psalm-singer,'* replied one. "They sarve their masters, as 
in duty bound ; we sarve the king, 'cause he can't do without us — 
and he never axes our leave , but helps himself. 
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t'Tes," replied the straight-haired geotlemaD; **bat slayerj 
is a very differeot thing." 

** Can't say that I see any difference ; do you , Bill ? " 

**NotI: and I suppose as if they didn't like it, they 'd ran 
away." 

**Ran away ! poor creatures," said the black gentleman. '' Why 
if they did, they would be flogged." 

'* Flogged — heh; well, and if we run away, we are to be 
hanged. The nigger *s belter off nor we ; ar'n't he , Tom ? " Then 
the purser's steward came out; he was what they call a bit of a 
lawyer, that is, had received more education than the seamen in 
general. 

^*I*trast, Sir/' said the man in black, **that you will con- 
tribute something." 

'*Not I, my hearty; I owe every farthing of my money, and 
more too , I 'm afraid." 

** Still, Sir, a small trifle." 

*' Why, what an infernal rascal you must be, to ask a man to 
give away what is not his own property ! Did I not tell you that I 
owed it all ? There 's on old proverb — be just before you 're g&- 
nerons. Now, it 's my opinion, that you are a meihodlstical, 
good-for-nothing blackguard; and if>any one is such a fool as to 
give yon money, you will keep it for yourself." 

When the man found that he could obtain nothing at the door, 
he went down on the lower deck, in which he did not act very wise- 
ly ; for now that the men were paid , the boats were permf tted to 
come alongside ^ and so much spirits were smuggled in , that most 
of the seamen were more or less intoxicated. As soon as he went 
below, he commenced distributing prints of a black man kneeling 
in chains and saying, ** Am not I your brother?" Some of the men 
laughed, and swore that they would paste their brother up in the 
mess to say prayers for the ship's company ; but others were very 
angry , and abused him. At last, one man , who was tipsy , came 
up to him. ** Do you pretend for to insinivate that this crying black 
thiefis my brother?" 

**TobesureIdo," replied the method ist. 

*'Then take that for your infernal lie," said the sailor, hitting 
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him io the face right and left , and knocking the man down into the 
cable tier , from whence he climbed up , and made bis escape out 
of the rrigate as soon as he was able. 

The ship was now in a state of confusion and uproar; there 
were Jews trying to sell clothes , or to obtain money for clothes 
which they had sold ; bumboat men and bumboat women showing 
their long bills, and demanding or coaxing for payment; other peo- 
ple from the shore, with hundreds of small debts ; and the sailors' 
wives, sticking close to them, and disputing every bill presented, as 
ao extortion or a robbery. There were such bawling and threaten- 
ing, laughing and crying — for the women were all to quit the 
ship before sunset — at one moment a Jew was upset, and all his / 
hamper of clothes tossed into the hold; at another, a sailor was ^ 
seen hunting every where for a Jew who had cheated him — all 
squabbling or skylarking , and many of them very drunk. It ap- 
peared to me that the sailors had ratber a difficult point to settle. 
They had three claimants upon them, the Jew for clothes, the 
bomboat men for their mess in harbour, and their wives for their 
support during their absence; and the money which they received 
was, generally speaking, not more than sufficient to meet one of 
the demands. As it may be supposed , the women had the best of 
it; the others were paid a trifle , and promised the remainder when 
they came back from their cruize ; and although , as the case stood 
then, it might appear that two of the parties were ill used , yet in 
the long run they were more than indemnified, for (heir charges 
were so extravagant, that if one third of their bills were paid, there 
would still remain a profit. About five o'clock, the orders were 
given for the ship to be cleared. AH disputed points were settled 
by the sergeant of marines with a party, who divided their antago- 
nists from the Jews ; and every description of persons not belong- 
ing to the ship , whether male or female, was dismissed over the 
side. The hammocks were piped down, those who were in- 
toxicated were put to bed , and the ship was once more quiet. 
Nobody was punished for having been tipsy, as pay-day is con- 
sidered, on board a man-of-war, as the winding up of all incorrect 
behaviour, and from that day the sailors turn over a new leaf; for, 
although some latitude is permitted, and the seamen are seldom 

Peter Simple, 5 
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flogged, in harbour, yet tbe moipeDt that thfi <^Qchof i$ at the bQWS, 
strict discipline is exacted , and intoxication most no longer bQP? 
to be forgiven. 

The next day every thing was prepare4 for sea , an4 no leave 
was permitted to the officers. Stock of every Hind was brought on 
board , and the large boats hoisted and secured. On the mornjng 
arier , at daylight , a signal from the flag-ship in harbour was made 
for us to unmoor; our orders had come down to cruize in the Bay 
of Biscay. The captain came on board , the anchor weighed , and 
we ran through the Needles with a fine N. E. breeze. I ^dniired the 
scenery of the Isle of Wight, looked with admiration at AIuip Bay> 
was astonished at the Needle rocks , and then felt so very ill that I 
went down below. What occurred for the next six days I canqol 
tell. I thought that I should die every ipon^ent, and lay in my 
hamipock or on the chests for the whole of that time , incapable of 
eating, drinking,* or walking abocft. O'JEklen caipe tome on the 
seventh morning, and said, that if I did not exert myself I never 
should get well , that he was very fond of me, and had taken Q»e 
under his protection , and to prove his regard, he would do for me 
what he would not take the trouble to do for any other youngster in 
the ship, which was, to give me a good bastipg, which was a 
sovereign remedy for sea-sickness. 1^^ su^t^d the action to the 
word , and (grubbed me on the ribs without mer(^y , uptil I thought 
the breath was out of my body, and then he took out a rope's end 
and thrashed me until I obeyed his orders to go on deck im- 
mediately. Before he came to me, I could never have believed it 
possible that I could have obeyed him ; but somehow or another I 
did contrive to crawl up the ladder to the main-deck, where I sat 
down on the shot-racks and cried bitterly. What woul4 I have 
given to have been at home again ! It was not my fault that I was 
the greatest fool in the family, yet how was I punished foirit! If 
this was kindness from O'Brien, what had I to expect from those 
who were not partial to me? But, by degrees, I recovered myself, 
and certainly felt a great deal better, and that night I slept very 
soundly. The next morning O'Brien came to me again. ^* It 's a 
nasty slow fever, that sea-sidiuess, my Peter, and we must drive 
It out of you ; " and then he commenced a i^epetition of yesterday's 
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remedy antil I was almost a jelly. Whether the fear of being 
thrashed drove away my sea-siekness , or whatever might be the 
real cause of it, I do not know, but this is certain, that I felt »• 
more of it after the second beating, and the oeit raoroiog, when 
I awoke , I was very hungry. I hastened to dress myself l)efbre 
O'BHeo came to me, and did not see bim untit we met atbieakfast. 

♦*Fater," said hie, '*l6tmefee^y<)«rputee." 

«*Ooo!" repliedl, ** indeed I 'm quil,e well." 

** Quite well ! Can you eajt biscuit and salt huUec?" 

" Y«8 , I can." 

« ' A^nd a piece of fat iwrk ? " 

**Ye8, that I can." 

*' It's thanks to me tbefi. Pater,'' repliedbe! **soyoK/llhave 
DO more of my medicine until you fall sick aga|n«" 

*^I hope not," replied I, '* for it was not very pleasant.'* 

^^^Pleasant! you simple Simple, when did you ev^ hear of 
i^yaic being pleasant, unless a man piresoribe for himself? I su{h 
pose you 'd be afitet lollipops for the yellow^fever. Live and lam, 
boy, and thaak Qeaven that you 've found somebody who loves y43a 
well enough to baste you when it *s good for your heaUh." 

I reiplied J * ' that I. certainly hoped , that muck as I felt obliged 
tolHni, I sli^ld not require any more proofs of hi$ regard." 

** Aiiiy more such striking proofs « you inean. Paler; but let 
me tell you that they were sincere proofs, for since you 've been 
ill I 'vcbeen eating ypurpork md diinkiog your grog, which latter 
can't be too plentiful in the B^j of Biscay. And now that I've 
owed you., yon 'U be tucking all that into your own little bread- 
basket, sx> that 1*91 no giiioer, aqd I Uiink tha^ypa maybectn^' 
viaced that you never bad or wiH have two more disintevested 
thumpings in all your h^^ndays. However , you 'fe very welcoine, 
so say no nooi'e i^hcmt it." 

I fc^ld niy topgue and ate a very hearty hreal^fast. ¥toi» that 
day I returned to my duty, and wi«s put u^to the same watch with 
O'Brien , who spoke to the first lieutenant, and told htm tbdt he 
had taken ne wider his clwirge. 



68 



CHAPTER XII. 

Hew theory of Mr. Muddle remarkable for having no end to it — Novel 
practice of Mr. Ghncks — O'Brien commeaces his history — There 
were giants in those days — I bring up the Master's night'glasa. 

As I have already meDtioaed safficient of the captain and the 
first lieutenant to enable the reader to gain an insight Into their 
characters, I shall now mention two very odd personages who were 
my shipmates, the carpenter and the boatswain. The carpenter, 
whose name was Muddle, used to go by the appellation of Philo- 
sopher Chips ; not that he followed any particular school , but had 
formed a theory of his own, from which he was not to be dissuaded. 
This was , that the universe had its cycle of events which turned 
round , so that in a certain period of time every thing was to hap- 
pen over again. I never conld make him explain upon what djita 
his calculations were founded ; he said , that if he explained it, I 
was too young to comprehend it; but the fact was this, 'Hhatin 
127,67!^ years every thing that was going on now would be going on 
again , with the same people as were existing at this present time." 
He very seldom ventured to make the remark to Captain Savage, 
but to the first lieutenant he did very often. **I 've been as close 
to it as possible, Sir, I do assure you, although you find fault; 
but !27,67!2 years ago you were first lieutenant of this ship, and I 
was carpenter, although we recollect nothing about it; and 
27,672 years hence we shall both be standing by this boat, talk- 
ing about the repairs, as we are now." 

'*I do not doubt it , Mr. Muddle ," replied the first lieutenant ; 
*' I dare say that it is all very true , but the repairs must be finished 
this night, and 27,672 years hence you will have the order just as 
positive as you have it now , so let it be done." 

This theory made him very indifferent as to danger, or indeed 
as to any thing. It was of no consequence , the affair took its 
station in the course of lime. Il had happened at the above period, 
and would happen again. Fate was fate. 

But the boatswain was a more amusing personage. He was 
considered to be the taughtest (that is , the most active and severe) 
boatswain in the service. He went by the name of **GeatIeBiaD 
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Chucks" ~ the latter ^as bis soraame. He appeared to have re- 
ceived half an edacation ; sometimes his language was for a few 
sentences remarkably well chosen, but, all of a sudden, he would 
break down at a hard word ; but I shall be able to let the reader 
into more of his history as I go on with my adventures. He had a 
very handsome person , inclined to be stout, keen eyes, and hair 
curling in ringlets. He held his head up, and strutted as he 
walked. He declared **that an officer should look like an officer, 
and comport himself accordingly." In his person he was very 
clean , wore rings on his great fingers , and a large frill to his bo- 
som , which stuck out like the back fin of a perch , and the 
collar of his shirt was always pulled up to a level with his cheek 
bones. He never appeared on deck without his ''persuader," 
which was three rattans twisted into one , like a cable ; sometimes 
he called it his Order of the Bath , or his Trio juncto in uno ; and 
this persuader was seldom idle. He attempted to be very polite, 
even when addressing the common seamen , and , certainly, he 
always commenced his observations to them in a very gracious 
manner, but, as he continued, he became less choice in his 
phraseology. 0*Brien said that his speeches were like the Sin of 
the poet, very fair at the upper part of them, but shocking at the 
lower eitremities. As a specimen of them, he would say to the 
man on the forecastle , ** Allow me toobserse, my dear man, in 
the most delicate way in the world , that you are spillin^^ that tar 
upon the deck — a deck , Sir, if I may venture to make the obser- 
vation , I had the duty of seeing holystoned this morning. You 
understand me , Sir, you have defiled his Majesty's forecastle. I 
must do my duty. Sir, if you neglect yours ; so take that — and 
that— and that — (thrashing the man with his rattan) — yon d — d 
hay-making son of a sea-cook. Do it again , d— n your eyes , and 
I 'il cut your liver out." 

I remember one of the ship's boys going forward with a kid of 
dirty water to empty in the head , without putting his hand up to 
bis hat, as he passed the boatswain. **Stop, my little friend," 
said the boatswain , pulling out his frill , and raising up boih sides 
of his shirt collar. ^'Areyouaware^ Sir, of my rank and station 
in society? 
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''Yes, Sir/' repived the boy, trembliog, and eyeing Hie- 
rattan, 

**Ohf yon are!" replied Hr. Chucks. *<Had yon not been 
aware of il, I shonid baire considered a gentle correction necessary, 
that yon might have avoided such an error in future; but, as you 
tpere aware of it, why then, d— n y«a, yon hare no eicuse , so 
take that-— and that ^ you yelping, half^tarved abortion. — I 
reaiily beg your fcrdon, Mr. Simpte," said he to me, as the boy 
went howling forward, fot I was walking with him at the time; 
**bat really the service makes brutes of us all. It is hard to sa- 
crifice our health, owr night's real, and our eoroforts; but still- 
mere so, that in my responsible situaihm , I am oUiged too oflen- 
to sacrifice my gentilily." 

The master was the officer who had charge of the wateh (o 
which I was stationed ; be wds a very ro«^ sailor, who bad been 
brought up in the merdiant service , not Hmcb of a geniffman in 
Ins appearance , very goo d icm ptpd , and very fSond of gi^og. B» 
always quarrelled with the boatswain , and declared that the ser- 
vice was going to the devil , now dnt warrant officers put oar wh^taf 
shirts, and wore frills to Ihem. But the boatswain did not care? 
for htm; he knew his duly, he did his duty, and if the captain 
was satisfied, he said that the whole ship's company might 
grumble. As for the roaster, he said, the man was very well, 
but InlfiBg been brought up in a collier, he covld not be eipected 
t»b« very refined; *Mn fact," he observed, polling up his shirt 
ooUar, *^it was impossible to make a sitk purse out of a sow's ea^^.'* 
The master was very kind to me, and used to send me* dowh lo my 
bam mock boCore my watch was half over. Until that time, I 
Walked the deck with O'Men, who was a very pleasant companion, 
and taught ma every thing that he could, connected with my pror' 
fession. One night, when he had the middle watch, I told him I 
should like very much if he would give methwhristoryofhislife. 
**ThatI will, my hooey," replied he, '*aili tliat I can remember 
of it, though I have no doubt but that I 've forgotten the best part 
ol it. It 's now within five minutes of two beUs , «» we 'M hctfve the 
lagiand mark the board , and theni *I1 spin you a yarn , which wit# 
keep us both from going to sleep." O'Brien reported the rate at 
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sailing to the master , marked it dowD on the iog-board , add th6ti 
returned. 

**So now, my bo^, I 'II Hint to tin ancb(n' on tlbe top^^ail 
halyard rack, and yoa may ^qileeze yaor tbread-paper little car- 
cass under my lee , and then I '11 tHl ^ou all about it. I^ir^l and 
foremost, you tnust know that 1 am descended from the great 
O'Brien Borrn , who was king in his firiic , as the great Fid'g^fl was 
before him. Of course you 've heard of Fingal." 

** I can't say that I ever did ," replied I. 

"Never heard '^fFingal! — murder!' Where mast yoii have 
been all your life? Well, then, to ghe you some aotidh of Fl^ghl, 
I will first tell you how Fitrgal bothered the great Scotch ^iaht, and 
then I 'II go on with infy owfa story. Fingai , you must kno'w, ^as 
a giant himself, Und no fool of Otfe, and any 6ne that affrotated him 
was as sure of a baling, trs I km to keep the middle watch lo-uight. 
But there was a giant in Scotland as tall as the main-mast, more or 
less, as we say wfaeb ire a'n't quite sure, as it saves telling more 
lies than there 's occasion for. Well , this Scotch giant heai*d of 
Fingal , and how he had heated e^ery body , and he said, * Wh6 ts 
this Fingal? By Jasus/ says be ^ in Scotch, *I'll just ^alk ov^r 
and see what he 's made of.' SO bk walked across the Irish Channel, 
and landed within half a mile of Belfast, but whether he was out of 
his depth or not, I can't tell, although I Suspect that he was not 
dry-footed. When Fingal heard that this greit chap >^ds coming 
over« be was in a devil of a fright, fo^ they told hfm that theStotCh- 
man was taller by a f^w feet or ^. Oianls, you kndW, liieasure 
by feet, and don't bother themselves Abdht the Inches, as we little 
devils are obliged to do: So Fltigal kept a sharp look-out fbV the 
Scotchman, and one tine ftlorihilh%, th^re he was, stire enohgh, 
coming up the hill to Fingat's b6u^e. If Fingal wiTs afraid before; 
be had more reason to be afraM irhen he saw the l^llb"^. for he 
looked for all the world like the ftonumeht upon a voyage ot dis- 
covery. So Fingal ran into his htfU^e!, and cafled to his wit^ Shaya, 
• My vourneen,' says he, * be quick now ; there 's that big bullfy of 
a Scotchman coming up the hill. Kiver me up with the blahket^, 
and if he asks who is in bed, tell him it 's the child.' So Fihgal 
laid down oft the bed , and his wife bad just time to coirer him tip, 
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xrhen in comes the Scotchman, and though he stooped low, he 
broke his head against the portal. * Where 's that baste Fingal?' 
says he , rubbing his forehead ; ' show him to me , that I may give 
a bating.' * Whisht, whisht! ' cries Shaya, *you '11 wake the babby, 
and then him that you talk of bating will be the death of you, if he 
comes in.' 'Is that the babby?' cried the Scotchman with sur- 
prise, looking at the great carcass mui&ed up in the blankets. 
* Sure it is,' replied Shaya, *and Fingal's babby too; so don't yoo 
wake him, orFingal will twist your neck in a minute.' *By the 
cross of St. Andrew/ replied the giant, then it 's time for me to be 
off; for if that 's his babby, 1 '11 be but a mouthful to the fellow 
himself. Good morning to ye.' So the Scotch giant ran out of the 
house, and never stopped to eat or drink until he got back to his 
own hills, foreby he was nearly drowned in having mistaken his 
passage across the Channel in bis great hurry. Then Fingal got up 
and laughed, as well as he might, at his own 'cuteness; and so 
ends my story about Fingal. And now I 'il begin about myself. 
As I said before, I am descended from the great O'Brien, who was 
a king in his time , but that time 's past. I suppose , as the world 
turns round , my children's children's posterity may be kings 
again, although there seems but little chance' of it just now; but 
there 's ups and downs on a grand scale, as well as in a man's own 
history, and the wheel of fortune keeps turning for the comfort 
of those who are at the lowest spoke, as I may be just now. To cut 
the story a little shorter, I skip down to my great-grandfather, who 
lived like a real gentleman, as he was , upon his ten thousand a- 
year. At last he died, aiid eight thousand of the ten was buried with 
him. My grandfather followed his father all in good course of time, 
and only left my father about one hundred acres of bog to keep 
up the dignity of the family. I am the youngest of ten , and devil 
f' a copper have I but my pay , or am I likely to have. You may talk 
about descent, biit a more descending' family than mine was never 
in existence , for here am I with twenty-five pounds a-year , and a 
half-pay of * nothing a-day, and find myself,' when my great an- 
cestor did just what he pleased with all Ireland , and every body in 
it. But this is all nothing , except to prove satisfactorily that I am 
Dot worth a skillagalee, and that is the reason which induces me to 
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condescend to serve his Majesty. Father M'Grath , the priest, 
who lived with my father, taught me the elements, as they call 
them. I thought I had euough of the elements then, but I 've seen 
a deal more of them since. * Terence,' says my father to me one 
day, * what do you mane to do?' *To get my dinner, sure,' re- 
plied I, for 1 was not a little hungry. ^ *And so you shall to-day, 
my vourneen,' replied my father, 'but in future you must do 
something to get your own dinner; there 's not praties enow for the 
whole of ye. Will you go to the say?* *l '11 just step down and look 
at it,' says I, for we lived but sixteen Irish miles from the coast; so 
when I had Gnished my meal, which did not take long, for want of 
ammunition , I trotted down to the Cove to see what a ship might 
be like, and I happened upon a large one sure enough, for there 
lay a three-decker with an admiral's flag at the fore. 'May be you'll 
be so civil as to tell me what ship that is,' said I to a sailor on the 
pier. *lt 's the Queen Charlotte,' replied he, *of one hundred 
and twenty guns.' Now when I looked at her size, and compared 
her with all the little smacks and hoys lying about her, I very na- 
turally asked how old she was ; he replied , that she was no more 
than three years old. * But three years old ! ' thought I to myself; 
*lt 's a Gne vessel you '11 be when you '11 come of age, if you grow 
at that rate : you '11 be as tall as the top of Bencrow' (that 's a 
mountain we have in our parts). You see, Peter, I was a fool at 
that time, just as you are now ; but by-and-bye, when you 've had 
as many ihrashiogs as I have had , you may chance to be as clever. 
I went back to my father, and told him all I had seen, and he re- 
plied , that if I liked it, I might be a midshipman on board of her, 
with nine hundred men under my command. He forgot to say how 
many I should )^ave over me, but I found that out afterwards. I 
agreed , and my father ordered his pony and went to the lord lieu- 
tenant, for he had interest enough for that. The lord lieutenant 
spoke to the admiral , who was staying at the palace , and I was 
ordered on board as midshipman. My father fitted me out pretty 
handsomely , telling all the tradesmen that their bills should be 
paid with first prize-money , and thus, by promises and blarney, 
he got credit for all I wanted. At last all was ready: Father 
M*Grath gave me his blessing, and told me that if I died like an 
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!•, he trimid My a tuonrer of fftiss^s for the good of (hy &6Ut. 
]IB Btver have the trouble , Sir/ siiidl. *Och, t^oiible! & ^ 



O'BHea-, he 
* May yds never 

pleasure , mj dear boy , replied he , for be ws($ A very (fblite inah ; 
so off I weat with my big chest, ttdl ^uite so full as it ought t6 have 
been , for my aaother cribbed o6e haftf 6f my sto6k fdir my B'roth^s 
and sisters. * I hope to be bacii l%ein ^odo , fatht^t ,' ^ald 1 ih 1 
took my leave. * I hdpe n6t, my dedr boy, ' reK^Ked be ; ' alCi't yoii 
provided for, and what more Irouldj'eh jive?' So, aftferadealof 
bother , I vas faidy on bolfd ,• arK) I -parted editipao'y with my 
chest , for I stayed en decli , and that ^ent down betow. 1 stared 
about with all my ey^ for some time, when who shotfid be toiiiibg 
off but the captain, and fbe oi&etfrs were 6rder^d dn A^tk Xb re- 
ceive him. I wanted toha^D a ^et survey of hfm, so I tdok up my 
station on emr of (he guiis^ thM f nMght examine him at m jr leisure. 
The boatsWaiQ whistled, the marines presented arhts, and the 
offieera all took, off tfaelr bats as th6 captain cartre on the d^bk , and 
then the fuitrd was dismissed , ^nd they all walked aboiK the decl 
as before; but I f6iHid it vei^ pleasant to be astrfd^ oil the gun, so 
I remained wherb I wis* ' What do you mane by thisit , yon big 
younf scowndfet?' says he, when be saw me. 'It 's ndtbihg at 
all I mane/ ieplied I ; * bttt what do you mane by e^ltibg ah O'firien 
a scoundrel ? ' * Wb^ is ha ? ' said the captain to the first rr^dt^naht. 
*Mr. O'Ariea, who joined fbe ship about an hotir sftice/ * Don't 
you know beltet than Mr Sft upon a giin? ' said th^ ca^ptalh. * 'to be , 
sure I do ,' replied i , * w^Mi there 's any thhi'g betteir to Sil lipoh/ 
*He koows no belter, Sir,' M^served the fii^st Heut^tiant. ' Then 
he mfust be taught y' replied the captain. *Mr. O'ftH^n, siric^ you 
have perebed yourself on tlMtgun to pfeas^ yotit^df, yo^U v^ill now 
continue there for two^ boOi<S to pF^ase ine. Bo yon titid^fstaiid, 
Sir? you '11 rMe oil that pM for tWO h^rs.* ^ I ttedetStAhd, Sir,' 
replied 1 ; ' hot I am afraid thmi he W6*nt mtdvd ^iihout spurs, 
althoiigb there^s^enfy ofin»m iii Mht.' the CaptifjQ turkied away 
and lauglwd as< lie Went thto hk cabin, and af! the olft'Ci^fs laughed, 
and I laughed too, itav I perc^ited no great hard^ip itt siCtibg down 
an hour 6r two, any more thaAi t do now. Well, I soon found 
that , like a young bear ^ iM m jr troubfes were to come. The' first 
month wte nolhinig bat fighting and squabbling with tify iAi^ 
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nurtvB^ ^7 (Mtd twft Bfuw IrtoHtnMt, and f^aw> I ii%d, scire 
enoogk, ftfm^tiw tcnMtatit tbfttshltigd atid cdjtrtigs I fi^i^^d from 
thosis iMQ^mm kiggerand stronger thttn myself ; but BOthtug lasts 
for eter ^ a« ftit^ dilMso^red that wli0D(fvor tiiejr Uuitd Mows I 
coaidtitid back, they gol tired of il , and left me abd mjr brogue 
alooe. We soiled for the TooioDg fleet." 

'*Wll«t fleet?" inquired I. 

«*Why, HieToolMit^Mt, soeafl«Mt, ifhcmgtkt, b<e«atf^4h<^ 
remained to^toflgin barbour, tfad inek to tfkem ; and tben we were 
offCape'fiee^Bee, (dc^tl a bit'eiotrid we see df them ^u^pi their 
mast-faeids,) for I dtfn't itnow bmr many nidmh«. But I forgot to 
s«y tliMl gbtint<i another serafie just before we left harbour. Ii 
was nry watdi when they t)iped to dianer , and t toek the liberty ib 
Twa M0V , «9 my messmates had a kuack Gff forgetlf ug absetit 
frinnds* Wellf theesfitalneameoDbMrd, and there were no side 
boys, tto^side ropes t and no officers torecelve him. Hecflfmeon 
deck foaming wtibragef Cm- bid d^tiy was hm*t;, and> he inured 
who was the mtidsliipffflian of ihe w«tc!h. * Ittr. O'Brien/ S«M (hey 
aN. 'DevSiabil,* repfvidl, *itwtfsr«yfer«ttoo*wa«ch.' *><Trtr 
relieved yon, Sir?' said the first iienieiiant. 'Devil a son), Sir/ 
replied I) *(ot they Were all too busy wHh ttreir pofk hn6 beef.' 
• Then wby did you teiaTetbe deck wichotat relief?* *Becatfse, Sir, 
my stomach wditld hate had btft ntcte relief if I bad renrafited/ 
The capitaaf , who stood by , said , 'Bo yotf see those cross-trees, 
Sir?' 'Is it tliese ifilte bits of weod tliiat yon mane, on tfre fop 

there^ Captain?' 'Tes, Sir; nowjttstgd^np^*^^i^c>(^^^^^y ^''^^'^^ 
call yocr dewn. You mn^t be brenght (d your senses, young man, 
or you 'H Uavebwtlliae prospneet in the service.' 'I 've'an idea that 
I 'II have plen^ of prospect when I get np there,' repKH I, '^nt 
it 's all te piea^ yon.' So up I went, as I have many a time since, 
andasyovalSPewwiir, P'eter, yaisf to enjoy the fresh' afr ahd yonr 
own pfeadant tktcittghtB , all at oner and' t he same thn*^. 

*'Atla^ I became mueh more used tothe manners and cnstoms 
of joy-goio^ people, add Iry the time that I had b^en fbuftiMtt 
menths off Cape ^ee-see, I was considered a- very genterf ydon^ 
mkisbipman), and m)} messmates , (that is, alFthat I could ArraSh, 
which didn't leave out many , } had a very great respect t6r m6. 
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**Tbe first time that I put my foot oo shore was at Minorea,'^ 
aod thea I put my foot into it (as we say), for I was n^rly liilied 
for a heretic, and only saved by proving myself a trae Catholic, 
which proves that religion is a great comfort in distress , as Father 
M^Grath used to say. Several of us went on shore, and having 
dined upon a roast turkey , stuffed with plum-pudding, (for every 
thing else was cooked in oil , and we could not eat it,) and having 
drunk as much wine as would float a jolly-boat, we ordered don- 
keys , to take a little equestrian exercise. Some went off tail on 
end, some with their hind-quarters uppermost, and then the 
riders went off instead of the donkeys ; some wouldn't go off at all ; 
as for mine he would go — and where the devil do you think he 
went? Why, into the church, where all the people were at mass; 
the poor brute was dying with thirst, and smelt water. As soon 
as he was in, notwithstanding all my tugging and hauling, he 
ran his nose into the holy-water font, and drank it all up. Although 
I thought, that seeing how few Christians have any religion , you 
could not expect much from a donkey, yet I was very much 
shocked at the sacrilege, and fearful of the consequences. Nor 
was it without reason , for the people in the church were quite 
horrified, as well they might be, for the brute drank as much 
holy-water as would have purified the whole town of Port Hahon, 
suburbs and all lo boot. They rose up from their knees and seized 
me , calling upon all the saints in the calendar. Although I knew 
what they meant , not a word of their lingo could I speak , to plead 
for my life, and I was almost torn to pieces before the priest came 
up. Perceiving the danger I was in , I wiped my finger across the 
wet nose of the donkey , crossed myself, and then went down on 
my knees to the priests , crying out Cuipa mea , as all good Catho- 
lics do — though *i was no fault of mine, as I said before, fori 
tried all I could , and tugged at the brute till my strength was gone. 
The priests perceived by (he manner in which I crossed myself that 
I was a good Catholic, and guessed that it was all a mistake of the 
donkey's. They ordered the crowd tabe quiet, and sent for an 
interpreter, when I explained the whole story. They gave me ab- 
solution for what ihe donkey had done, and after that, as it was 
very rare to meet an English officer who was a good Christian, I 



d 



77 



was in great favoar daring my stay at Miaorea, and was living in 
plenty, paying for nothing, and as happy as a cricket. So the 
jackass proved a very good friend, and, to reward him, I hired him 
•every day, and galloped him all over the island. Bat, at last, it oc- 
curred to me that I had broken my leave, for I was sd happy on shore 
that I quite forgot that I had only permission for twenty-four hoars, 
and I should not have remembered it so soon , had it not been for a 
party of marines, headed by a sergeant, who took me by the collar, 
and dragged me off my donkey. I was taken oq, board , and put 
ander an arrest for my misconduct. Now, Peter, I don't know any 
thing more agreeable than being put under an arrest. Nothing to 
do all day but eat and drink, and please yourself, only forbid to 
appear on the quarter-deck , the only place that a midshipman 
wishes to avoid. Whether it was to punish me more severely, 
or whether he forgot all about me, I can't tell, but it was nearly two 
DDonths before I was sent for to the cabin : and the captain , with 
a most terrible frown , said , that he trusted that my puoishment 
would be a warniog to me , and that now I might return to my 
duty. *Plase your honour,' said I, * I don't think.that I've been 
punished enough yet.' *I am glad to find that you are so penitent, 
but you are forgiven , so take care that you do not oblige me to put 
you again in conGnement.' So, as there was no persuading him, 
I was obliged to return to my duty again ; but 1 made a resolution 
that I would get into another scrape again as soon as I dared ~ " 

'* Sail on the starboard-bow ! " cried the look-out roan. 

"Very well," replied the master; **Mr. O'Brien, where 's 
Mr. O'Brien?" 

"Is it me you mane. Sir?" said O'Brien, walking up to the 
master, for he had sat down so long in the topsail-halyard rack, 
that he was wedged in , and could not get out immediately. 

*' Yes , Sir ; go forward , and see what that vessel is." 

**Ay, ay. Sir," said O'Brien. "And Mr. Simple," con- 
tinued the master, **go down and bring me up my night-glass." 

"Tes, Sir," replied I. I had no idea of anight-glass; and 
as I observed that about this time his servant brought him up a 
glass of grog, I thought it very lucky that I knew what he meant. 
"Take care that you don't break it, Mr. Simple." "Othen, I'm 



78 



ailrjghi/' ttii(Higt}M; "bieipeiinsi^ iunUer:" sodftviii 
called up 0^ guoroom s(«war<|[, «iMi d^aiied him taflve m^ ttgfaiqs 
of grog, for }fx> 1}qMU Th« st^waBd tumbled ool in hit shkt» 
mixed the grog, aod gave it to. sie, and I carried it np vcsy care* 
fully to the qip^^ter-de^k. 

Dudog my ahseoce , the master had callied the captftin , aadlo 
pursuance of his orders, O'Brieii had calked the first Uetitcmiiit, 
aod when I came up the lAdd^r, thay were both on deck. As I 
was ascendiog \ heard the master, say , * * I have sent youDgSimple 
down for my pight-^i^s , but he is. so long', that I suppose he has 
rojide some mi^Ui^e* 0e 'sbnt half a fool." **That I deny/' 
replied Mr. Falcon ^ (he Qrst lieulenaDt, just as I put my foot on 
the qui^rter-decli; *'he *s nofooL" ''Perhaps not," replied the 
master. " O , h^re be is. What made you so long, Mr. Simple -^ 
where is my nigbt-gljElss? " 

. **Here it 13, Sir," replied I, handing Mm the tninbter of 
grog; ''I told the steward to make it stiff." The eaptain and tbe 
first lieutenant burst out into a laugh — for Mr. Boball was known 
to. be very fond of grog; the former walked aft to conceal bis 
mirth; but the latter remained. Mr. Doball was in a great rage. 
** Bid I not say that the, boy was half a fool?" cried he to tbe first 
lieuteiMint. *'AtaU events, I 'U not allow that he has proved 
himself so ih this instancei," replied Mr. Falcon , ** for he has fait 
the rig|i( u&M PU the head." Then the first lieutenant joined the 
captain, and they, both went off laughing. ''Puliton the capstan. 
Sir," said Mr* 9oball to me, in an angry voice. **I 'U punish 
you by and by." I was very much astonished ; I hardly knew 
whetheir I h94 dope right or wrong; at all events, thought I to 
myself, i did for the besit; so I put it on the capstan , and walked 
to my own side of the.deek. The captain and first lieutenant then 
went below, and O'Brien came afl. ''What vessel is it?" said I. 

"To the best^of my belief, it 's one of your baihlng.ipAcbines 
goin^ home witb despatehes ," replied he. 

" A bathing machine I " said I ; " why I thaught ^at they were 
hauled up on the bcMh/' 

"ThAt 's the Brighton sort; but these are made noit to go up 
at «II." 
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**Wby, to go dounif to be sure; and remarkably well they 
answer their purpose. I wo'n't puzzle you any more , my Peter — 
I 'm spakiog helligorically , which I believe means telliog a hell of 
a lie. It 's one of your teu-gun brigs, to the best of my knowledge/' 

I then told O'Brien what had occurred , and how the master 
vftSi ^ngry with me. O'Brien laughed very heartily, anc) told me 
never to mind, but to keep in the lee-scuppers and watch him. 
'* A glass of grog is a bait that he '11 play round till he gorges. 
When you see it to bis lips , go up to him boldly, and ask his par- 
don, if you iaave offended him , and then , If he 's a good Christian^ 
sis I believe bim to be , be '11 not refuse it." 

I thought this vfas very good advice , and I waited under the 

bulwark on the lee-side. I observed that the master made shorter 

and shorter turns every time , till at last he stopped at the capstan 

and looked at the grog. He waited about half a minute , and then 

be took up the tumbler, and drank about half of it. Ii was very 

strong, and he stopped to take breath. I thought that this was 

the ri^ht time, and 1 w^nt up to him. The tumbler was again to 

his lips, and before be saw me, I said, *^I hope, Sir, you '11 

forgive me; I nev^r b^r4 of a night telescope, and knowiog that 

you bad walked so long, I thought you wer« tired, and wanted 

something to drink to refresh you." '*Well, Mr. Simple,'* said 

be, after he had fiuisl^ed the glass, with a deep sigh of pleasure, 

*' as you mean( kindly, I shall letyqu off this tjme; but recollect, 

tbat whenever you bring me a glass of grog again, it must not be 

in the presence of the captain or Qrst lieutenant." I promised him 

very faithfully, and went away quite delighted with my having 

made my peace with b^m, apd.more so, that the first lieutenant 

bad said that I was no fool for what I bad done. 

M last our w^tcb was over, ai^d about two bells I was relieved 
by the midsbip^men of the next, watch. It is very unfair not to 
relieve in time, but if I said a word I. was certain to be thrashed 
the neU day' upon some pretence or another. On the other hand, 
the midshipman whom I relieved was also mw^ bigger than I was^ 
and if I was not up before one bell, I was cut down and thrashed 
by bim ; so thjBt between thei two I kepimocii more than my share 



so 



•f the watch , except when the master sent me to bed before it was 
over. 

CHAPTER XIIl. 

The first Iteatenant prescribes for one of his patients, his prescriptions 
consisting of draughta only — O'Brien finishes the history of his life, 
in which the proverb of *Ube more the merrier" is sadly disproved — 
Shipping a new pair of boots causes the unshipping of their owner -^ 
Walking home after a ball; O'Brien meets with an accident. 

The next moraing I was on deck at seven bells, to see the 
hammocks stowed, whea I was witness to Mr. Falcon, the first 
lieutenant, having recourse to one of bis remedies to cure a mizen- 
top-boy of smoking, a practice to which he had a great aversion. 
He never interfered with the men smoking in the galley, or chew- 
ing tabacco ; but he prevented the boys, that is, lads under twenty 
or thereabouts, from indulging in the habit too early. The 6rst 
lieutenant smelt the tobacco as (he boy passed him on the quarter- 
deck. ^*Why, Neill, you have been smoking," said the first 
lieutenant. *'I thought you were aware that I did not permit such 
lads as you to use tobacco." 

^'If you please, Sir," replied the mizen-top-man , touching 
his hat , **I 'se got worms , and they say that smoking be good for 
them." 

* *• Good for them ! " said the first lieutenant ; '* yes , very good 
for them, but very bad for you. Why, my good fellow, they'll 
thrive upon tobacco until they grow as large as conger eels. Heat 
is what the worms are fond of; but cold — cold will kill them. 
Now I 'II cure you. Quarter-master, come here. Walk this boy 
up and down the weather gangway, and every time you get for- 
ward abreast of the main-tack block , put his mouth *to windward, 
squeeze him sharp by the nape of the neck until he opens his 
mouth wide, and there keep him and let the cold air blow down 
his throat, while you count ten; then walk him aft, and when 
you are forward again proceed as before. — Cold kills worms , my 
poor boy , not tobacco — I wonder that you are not dead by this 
time." 

The quarter-master, who liked the joke, as did all the seamen, 
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seized hold of the lad, and as soon as they arrived forward, gave 
bim such a squeeze of the neck as to force him to open his mouth, 
if it were only to cry with pain. The wind was very fresh, and 
blew into his mouth so strong , that it actually whistled while he 
W9S forced to keep it open; and thus, he was obliged to walk up 
and down , cooling his inside , for nearly two hours , when the 
first lieutenant seat for him , and told him , that he thought all the 
worms must be dead by that time; but if they were not, the lad 
was not to apply his own remedies, but come to him for another 
dose. However, the boy was of the same opinion as the first 
lieutenant, and never complained of worms again. 

A few nights afterwards, when we had the middle watch, 
O'Brien proceeded with his story. 
" Where was it that I left oflf?" 

** You left off at the time that you were taken out of confine- 
ment." 

** So I did, sure enough; and it was with no good-will that I 
went to my duty. However, as there was no help for it , I walked 
up and down the deck as before, with my hands in my pockets, 
thinking of old Ireland , and my great ancestor, Brien Borru. And 
so I went on behaving myself like a real gentleman, and getting 
into no more scrapes, until the fleet put into the Cove of Cork, 
and I found myself within a few miles of my father's house. You 
may suppose that the anchor had hardly kissed the mud before I 
went to the first lieutenant and asked leave to go on shore. Now 
the first lieutenant was not in the sweetest of tempers, seeing as 
how the captain had been hauling him over the coals for not carry- 
ing on the duty according to his satisfaction. So he answered me 
very gruffly, that I should not leave the ship. 'O bother!' said I 
to myself, * this will never do.' So op I walked to the captain, 
and touching my hat, reminded him that *I had a father and mo- 
ther, and a pretty sprinkling of brothers and sisters, who were 
dying to see me, and that I hoped that he would give me leave.' 
*Ai the first lieutenant,' said he turning away. *I have. Sir,' 
replied I , *and he says that the devil a bit shall I put my foot on 
shore.' *Then you have misbehaved yourself,' said the captain. 
< Not a bit of it, Captain Willis,' replied I, Mt'sthe first lieute- 
Peter Simple. 6 
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aaat who lias misbehtved.' ^How, Sir?" answered he id an 
angry tooe. 'Wiiy, Sir, didn't heniisbebave just now, in not 
e&rrying on the duty according to your will and pleasure? and 
didn't you serve him outiust as'be Reserved — and isn't he sulky 
because you did — and ar'n't ahat ^ reason why I am not to go 
onshore? You.see, your honour , it '« all true as I said ; and the 
first lieutenant has misbehaved , and not I. I hope you wfll allow 
me40igo on shore, Captain, jGod bless you! and make some allow- 
ance lor my parental feelifigs towards the arfbers <of my exist- 
ence.' ^Have yoo any ifiiiffU to find with Mr; O'Brien?' said the 
captain to the first lieutenaBt , as he came alt. ^No more than I 
have with isidshflipmen in general; but I believe it is not (he 
custom for officers to ask leave to go on sliore before the sails arc 
furled and the yards squared.' * Very true,' replied the captain ; 
* therefore, Mr. O'Brien , you roust wait until the watch is called, 
and then, ifyou ask the first lieutenant, I have no doubt but you 
^will have leave granted to you to go and see your friends.' ^Thank'c 
kindly. Sir,' ireptied I; and Ihoped that the yards and sails would 
be finished off as soon as possible , for my heart was in my mouth, 
and I felt that if Ihad been kept much longer, it would have flown 
on shore before me. 

^* I thou{^t myself very clever in this business, but I was never 
a. greater fool in my life ; for there was no such hurry to have gone 
on shore, and the first lieutenant never forgave me for appealing 
to the captain — but of that by-and-bye, and all in good time. 
Atlastl obtatoed a grumbling assent to my going on shore, and 
off I went like a sky-rocket. Being in a desperate hurry, I hired 
a jaunting ear to take me to my father's house. * Is it the O'Brien 
of. Bally hinch that you^nmie?' inquired the spalpeen who drove 
the horse. 'Sure it is/ replied I; 'and bow is he, and alt the 
noble family of the O'Briens? ' ' All well enough , bating the boy 
Tim, 'who caught a bit of confusion in bis head the other night at 
the fiiir , and now lies at home in bed ^uite insensible to mate or 
drink; but the doctors give hopes of his recovery, as all the 
O'Briens are known to have such thick heads.' *What do mane 
by that, bad manners to you?' said I: *but poor Tim — how did 
it happen — was there a fight? ' * Not much of a fight -^ only a bit 



83 



of a sknimmage — three crowner*s inquests, do more/ *Blit 
jou are not going the straight road , you thief,' said 1 , seeing that 
he had turned off to the left. *I 've my reasons for that , your 
honour/ replied he; 'I always turn away from the Castle out of 
principle — Host a friend there, and it makes me melancholy/ 
' How came that for to happen?' * All by accident your honour; 
they bung my poor brother Patrick there, because he was a bud 
band at arithmetic/ *He should have gone to a better school then/ 
said I. 'I 've an idea that it was a bad school that he was brought 
up in/ replied he with a sigh. 'He was a cattle dealer, your 
honour, and one day, somehow or another, he 'd a cow too much — 
all for not knowing how to count, your honour — bad luck to his 
schoolmaster.' * All that may be very true ,' said I, *and pace be 
to his soul; but I don't see why you are to drag me, that 's in such 
a faurry, two miles out of my way, out of principle/ *Is your 
honour in a hurry to get home? Then I '11 be thinking they 'li not 
be in such ahurry to see you.' * And who told you that my name 
was O'Brien, you baste? — and do you dare to say that my friends 
wo'n'tbeglad to see me?' *Plase your honour, it 's all an idea 
of mine — so say no more about it. Only this I know; Father 
M'Grath, who gives me absolution, tould me the other day that I 
ought to pay him and not run in debt, and then run away, like 
Terence 5'Brien, who went to say without paying for his shirts, 
and his shoes, and his stockings, nor any thing else, and who 
would live to be hanged , as sure as St. Patrick swam over the 
Liffey with his head under his arm.' *Bad luck to that Father 
M'Grath,' cried I; 'devil burn me, but I'll be revenged upon 
hira!' 

**J)y that time we had arrived at the door of my father's house. 
I paid the rapparee, and in I popped. There was my father and 
mother, and all my brothers and sisters, (baling Tim, who Was 
in bed sure enough, and died neit day,) and that baste. Father 
M'Grath , to boot. When my mother saw me she ran to me and 
hugged me as she wept on my neck , and then she wiped |>er eyes 
and sat down again; but nobody else said, MIow d'ye do?^' or 
opened their mouths to me. I said to myself, ' Sure there 's some 
trifling mistake here,' but I held my tongue. At last they all 
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opened their mouths with a veogeance. My father commenced — 
*Ar'n*t you ashamed on yourself, Terence O'Brien?' — *Ar*n'l 
you ashamed on yourself, Terence O'Brien?' cried Father M*Grath. 

* Ar'n't you ashamed on yourself?' cried out all my brothers and 
sisters in full chorus, whilst my poor mother put her apron to her 
eyes and said nothing. *Tbe devil a bit for myself, but very much 
ashamed for you all,' replied I, *to treat me in this manner. 
What's the meaning of all this?' * Haven't they seized my two 
cows to pay for your toggery, you spalpeen?' cried my father. 

* Haven 't they taken the hay to pay for your shoes and stockings?' 
cried Father M^Grath. * Haven 't they taken the pig to pay for that 
ugly hat of yours?' cried my eldest sister. * And haven 't they ta- 
ken my hens to pay for that dirk of yours?' cried another. * And 
all our best furniture to pay for your white shirts and black cra- 
vats?' cried Murdock, my brother. *And haven't we been 
starved to death ever since? ' cried they all. ' Och hone ! ' said my 
mother. 'The devil they have!' said I, when they/d all done. 
*Surc I 'm sorry enough , but it 's no fault of mine. Father, didn't 
you send me to say?' * Yes, you rapparee; but didn't you pro- 
mise — or didn't I promise for you , which is all one and the same 
thing — that you 'd pay it all back with your prize-money — and 
where is it? answer that, Terence O'Brien.' * Where is it, father? 
I'll tell you — it 's where next Christmas is — coming, but not 
come yet.' 'Spake to him, Father M^Grath,' said my father. 
*Is not that a lie of yours, Terence O'Brien, that you 're after 
telling now?' said Father M'Grath; * give me the money,' *It 's 
nolle. Father M'Grath; if it pleased you to die to-morrow, the 
devil of a shilling have I to jingle on your tombstone for good luck, 
bating those three or four, which you may divide between you,' 
and I threw them on the floor. 

"* Terence O'Brien ,' said Father M'Grath Mt 's absolution that 
you 'II be wanting to-morrow , after all your sins and enormities ; 
and the devil a bit shall you have -<e- take that now.' 

"'Father M'Grath,' replied I very angrily, 'it 's no absolu- 
tion that I '11 want from you, any how — take that now.' 

*Then you have had your share of heaven ; for I '11 keep you 
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out of it, you \?icked monster / said Father M'Grath — * take that 
now/ 

***Ifit's no belter than a midshipman's berth,' replied I, *l'd 
just as soon stay out; but I 'il creep in in spite of you — take that 
DOW, Father M'Gralli.' 

** * And who is to save your soul , and send you to heaven , if I 
don't, you wicked wretch? but I '11 see you d— d first — so take 
that now, Terence O'Brien/ 

*''Then I '11 turn Protestant and damn the Pope — take that 
now, Father M'Grath.' 

** At this last broadside of mine, my father and all my brothers 
and sisters raised a cry of horror, and, my mother burst into tears. 
Father M'Grath seized hold of the pot of holy water, and dipping 
in the little whisk , began to sprinkle the room , saying a L^tin 
prayer, while they all went on squalling at me. At last, my father 
seized the stool , which he had been seated upon , and threw it at 
my head. I dodged, and it knocked down Father M'Grath, who 
had just walked behind me in full song. I knew that it was all 
over after that, so I sprang over his carcass and gained the door. 
'Good morning to ye all, and belter manners to you next time we 
meet,' cried 1 , and off I set as fast as I could for the ship. 

'* I was melancholy enough as I walked back , and thought of 
vhat had passed. *1 need not have been in such a confounded 
hurry,' said I to myself, *to ask leave, thereby affronting the first 
lieutenant; ' and I was very sorry for what I had said to the priest, 
for my conscience thumped me very hard at having even pretended 
that I 'd turn Protestant, which I never intended to do , nor never 
will , but live and die a good Catholic , as all my posterity have 
done before me, and, as I trust, all my ancestors will fur gene- 
rations to come. Well , I arrived on board , and the first lieute- 
nant was very savage. I hoped he would get over it , but he never 
did; and he continued to treat me so ill, that I determined to quit 
the ship, which I did as soon as we arrived in Cawsand Bay. The 
captain allowed me to go, for I told him the whole truth of the 
matter, and he saw that it was true; so he recommended me to 
the captain of a jackass frigate , who was in want of midshipmen." 
** What do you mean by a jackass frigate?" Inquired I. 



86 



"I mean one of ;our twenty-eight gun ships, so called, h^ 
cause there is as much difference between them and a real frigate, 
like the one we are sailing in, as there is between a donkey and a 
race-horse. Well, the ship was no sooner brought down to tlie 
dock-yard to have her ballast taken in, than our captain came 
down to her — a little , thin , spare man , but a man of weight 
nevertheless, for he brought a great pair of scales with him, and 
weighed every thing that was put on board. I forget his real name» 
but the sailors christened him Captain Avoirdupois. He bad a 
large book, and in it he inserted the weight of the ballast » and of 
the shot, water, provisions, coals, standing and running rig- 
ging, cables, and ,e very thing else. Then he weighed all the men, 
and all the midshipmen, and all the midshipmen's chests, and all 
the officers, with every thing belonging to them: lastly, he 
weighed himself, which did not add much to the sum total. I 
don't exactly know what this was for; but he was always talking 
about centres of gravity, displacement of fluid, and Lord knows 
what. I believe it was to find out the longitude , somehow or 
other , but I didn't remain long enough in her to know the end of 
it; for one day I brought on board a pair of new boots, which! 
forgot to report, that they might be put into the scales, wludi 
swang on the gangway; and whether the captain thought that they 
would sink his ship , or for what I cannot tell , but he ordered me 
to quit her immediately — so there I was adrift again. I packed 
up my traps and went on shore , putting on my new boots out of 
spite, and trod into all the mud and mire I could meet, aod 
walked up and down from Plymouth to Dock until I was tired, as 
a punishment to them , until I wore the scoundrels out in a fort- 
night. 

**One day I was in the dock-yard, looking at a two-decker in 
the basin , just brought forward for service , and I inquired who 
was to be the captain. They told me that his name was O'Connor. 
Then he 's a countryman of mine, thought I, and I '11 try my fuck. 
So I called at Goud's Hotel , where he was lodging , and requested 
to speak with him. I was admitted, and told him , with my best 
bow, that I had come as a volunteer for his ship, and that my 
name was O'Brien. As it happened, he had some vacancies , and 



87 



liking my brogue , he asked medn wliat ships I h«^ served% I told 

hiiB , aod also my reason for qtdlthig my last — whicli was, b«^ 

caose 1 WAS tyrned cob of ii. I expkaioed the story of the boots, 

and he made inquiries j andif&und that it was all troe : aod then 

lie gave mt a vacaocy as. master's mate. We werei ordered He* 

SoiUh' AflMrica-^ and the trade winds, took', us ttere id a jUkj. I 

liked my captain aad officers very much', and what wasbetMr, we 

took some good priaes; B«t somehow or other ^ I never had the 

luck to remain long in one ship, and that by no fanlt of anne; at 

least, not in this iastaaee. All went on as smooth as possible, 

nntil one day , the captain took us on shore to a ball , at one of the 

{Meaceable districts. We had a very merry night of it; but, as 

luok would have it , I had the morning watch to keep , and see the 

decks cleaned, and, as I never neglected my duty , I set off about 

three o'clock in the morning, just «at break of day , to go on board 

of the ship. I was walking along the sands , thinking of the pretty 

girl that I 'd been dancing with , and had got about halfway to the 

ship , when three rapparees of Spanish soldiers came from behind 

a rock, and attacked me with their swords and bayonets^ I had 

only my dirk , but 1 was not to be run through for nothing, so I 

foi^ht them as long as I could. I finished one fellow , bat at last 

they, finished me; for a bayonet passed through my body, and 1 

forgot all about it. Well , it appears — for I can only say to the 

best of my knowledge and belief — that after they had killed me, 

they stripped me naked and buried me in the sand, carrying^ away 

with them tlte body of their comrade. So there I was — dead and 

buiied." 

''BntO'Bfien," said I — 

'* Whist — hold your tongue — yon 've not beard the end of it. 
Well, Ihad been buried :about an hour — but not very deep it ap- 
pears, for they were in too great a hurry — wiienafisherraan and 
his daughter can»e along, the haach , on their way to the heal ; and 
the daughter , God Mess her! did me the favour to tread upon my 
nose« It was clear that she had never trod upon an Irishman's 
nose before, for it surprised her, and she looked down to see 
what was there, and not seeing any thing, she tried ir again with 
her foot, and then she scraped off the sand, and discovered my 
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pretty face. I yas quite warm and still breathing , for the sand 
had stopped the blood , and prevented my bleeding to death. The 
fisherman pulled me out and took me on his back to the house 
where the captain and officers were still dancing. When he brought 
me in, there was a great cry from the ladies, not because I was 
murdered , for they are used to it in those countries , but because 
I was naked , which they considered a much more serious affair. 
I was put to bed , and a boat despatched on board for our doctor; 
and in a few hours I was able to speak, and tell ihem how it hap- 
pened. But I was too ill to move when the ship sailed , which she 
was obliged to do in a day or two afterwards , so the captain made 
out my discbarge, and left me there. The family were French, 
and I remained with them for six months before 1 could obtain a 
passage home, during which I learnt their language, and a very 
fair allowance of Spanish to boot. When I arrived in England , I 
found that the prizes had been sold , and that the money was ready 
for distribution. I produced my certificate, and received 167/. 
for my share. So it 's come at last , thought I. 

. **I never had such a handful of money in my life ; but I hope I 
shall again very soon. I spread it out on the table as soon as I got 
home, and looked at it, and then I said to myself, 'Now, Te- 
rence O'Brien, will you keep this money to yourself, or send it 
home?' Then I thought of Father M'Grath, and the stool that was 
thrown at my head', and I was very near sweeping it all back into 
my pocket. But then I thought of my mother, and of the cows, 
and the pig, and the furniture , all gone ; and of my brothers and 
sisters wanting praties , and I made a vow that I 'd send every 
farthing of it to them, after which Father M'Grath would no longer 
think of not giving me absolution. So I sent them every doit, only 
reserving for myself the pay which I had received, amounting to 
about 30/. : and I never felt more happy in my life than when it was 
safe in the post-office , and fairly out of my hands. I wrote a bit 
of a letter to my father at the time, which was to this purpose : — 

" * Honoured Father, , 
*** Since our last pleasant meeting, at which you threw the stool 
at my head, missing the pigeon and hitting the crow, I have been 
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dead and buried , bat am now quite well , thank God , and want 
no absolulioo from Father H'Grath, bad luclc to him. And 
what 's more to the point, I have just received a batch of prize- 
mooey , the first I have handled since I have served his Majesty, 
and every farthing of which I now send to you^ that you may get 
back your old cows , and the pig, and all the rest of the articles 
seized to pay for my fitting-out; so never again ask me whether I 
am not ashamed of myself; more shame to you for abusing a duti- 
ful SOD like myself, who went to sea at your bidding, and has never 
had a real good potato down his throat ever since. I 'm a true 
O'Brien , tell my mother, and don't mane to turn Protestant, but 
uphold the religion of my country; although the devil may take 
Father M'Grath and his holy water to boot. I sha'n't come and see 
you, as perhaps you may have another stool ready for my head, 
and may take better aim next time. So no more at present from 
your affectionate son , " * Terence O'Brien.' 

** About three weeks afterwards I received a letter from my fa- 
ther, telling me that I was a real O'Brien, and that if any one dared 
hint to the contrary, he would break every bone in his body; that 
they had received the money, and thanked me for a real gentleman 
as I was; that I should have the best stool in the house neit time I 
came, not for my head, but for my tail ; that Father M'Gralh sent 
me his blessing, and had given me absolution for all I had done, 
or should do Tor the neit ten years to come; that my mother had 
cried with joy at my dutiful behaviour; and that all my brothers 
and sisters (bating Tim, who had died the day after I left them) 
wished me good luck, and plenty more prize-money to send home 
to them. 

*'This was all very pleasant; and I had nothing led on my 
mind but to get another ship ; so I went to the port-admiral , and 
told him how it was that I left my last : and he said , * that being 
dead and buried was quite sufficient reason for any one leaving his 
ship, and that he would procure me another, that I bad come to 
life again.' I was sent on board of the guard-ship, where I re- 
mained about ten days, and then was sent round to join this frigate 
— and so my story 's ended ; and there 's eight bells striking — so 
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the watch is ended too ; jump down , Peter » and catt R*Was«i, 
and lell him that I 'Ji trouble him to forget to go tO' sleeps afaln as 
he did last time , and leave me here kicking ray heels , coatrary to 
the rules and regulations of tke service." 

CHAPTER XIV. 

The first lieutenaai has more patients — Mr. Chucks theboatswaiQ leu 

me into the secret of his gentility. 

Bkfore 1 proceed with my narrative, I wJsli' to eiplaia t« tim. 
reader tliat my history was not weiUen in after-life, when- 1 had ob- 
tained a greo^er ksowledge oi the world'. When I first went to seav 
I promised my mother that iwouid keep a journal of what passed, 
with my reflections upon it. To this promise I rigidiy adhered, 
and since I have been my own master, these journals haveremained 
in ray possession. In writing , therefore , the early part of ray ad*- 
ventures, every thing is stated as it was impressed on my mind at 
the time. ' Upon many points I have since had reason to form a 
different opinion from that which is recorded, and upon many 
others I have since laughed heartily at my foUy and simplicity ; boa 
still, I have thought it advisable to let the ideas of the period re^- 
maio, rather than correct them by those of dear-bought experience. 
A boy of fifteen, brought up in » seclnded country towD, cannot 
be expected to reason and judge as a yonng man wha has seen 
much of life, aiid passed through a variety of adventures. The 
reader roust therefore remember, that I have referred to my journal 
for the opinions and feelings whkh guided me between each di»* 
tinct anniversary of my existence. 

We had now been cruising for six weeks , and I found that my 
profession was much more agreeable than 1 had anticipated. My 
deske to please was taken for the deed ; and, although I occasions- 
ally made a blunder , yet the captain and first lieutenant seeoMd to 
think that I was attentive to my duty to the best of my ability, and 
only smiled at my mistakes. I also discovered, that, howvvermy 
natural capacity may have been estimated by my family, that it was 
not so depreciated here ; and every day I felt more confidence in 
myself, and hoped, by attention and diligence, to make up for a 
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vanl of oahiral eudowment. There certaialy is sometbiog in tb» 
life of a sailor which enlarges the mind. When I was at home, six 
moaths before , I allowed other people to think for me , and acted 
wholly on the leading-strings of their suggestions; on board , to 
Ibe best of ray ability , I thought for myself. I became happy wHh 
my messmates — those who were harsh upon me left oflf, because I 
aever resented their conduct, and those who were kind to me were 
eveo kinder than before. The time flew away quickly , I suppose 
because 1 knew exactly what 1 bad to do, and each day was the 
counterpart of the ensuing. . 

The first lieutenant was one of the mosi amusing men I ever 
knew, yet he never relaxed from the discipline of the service, or 
took the least liberty with either his superiors or inferiors. His 
humour was principally shown in bis various modes of punisb* 
ment; and , however severe the punishment was to the party, the 
manner of inflicting it was invariably a source of amusement to the 
remainder of the ship's company. I often thought, that although 
no individual liked being punished , yet, that all the ship's com* 
pany were quite pleased when a punishment took place. He was 
very particular about his decks; they were always as white as snow, 
and nothing displeased him so much as their being soiled. It was 
for that reason that he had such an objection lo tbe use of tobaceo. 
There were spitting-pans placed in different parts of the decks for 
the use of the men, that they might not dirty the planks with Ibe 
tobacco-juice. Sometimes a man in his hurry forgot to use these 
pans ; but as the mess to which the staia might be opposite had 
their grog stopped if the party w«re not found out , they took good; 
care not only to keep a look-out, but to inform against the offender. 
Now the punishment for the offence was as follows -^ tho man's 
bands were tied behind his back, and a large tin spittiog^box fixed 
to his chest by a strap over the shoulders. All the other boxes on 
the lower deck were taken away, and he was obliged to walk there, 
ready to attend the summons of any man who might wish to empty 
his mouth of the tobacco-juice. The other men were so pleased at 
the fancy , that they spat twice as much as before, for the pleasure 
of making htm run about. Mr. Chucks , tbe boatswain , called it 
" tbe first lieutenant's jperam^u/aim^ spitting-pan." He obserwd 
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to me one day , "that really Mr. Falcon was such an epicure ahout 
his decks, that he was afraid to pudding an anchor on the fore« 
castle.'* 

I was much amused one morning watch that I kept. We were 
stowing the hammocks in the quarter-deck nettings , when one of 
the hoys came up with his hammock on his shoulder, and as he 
passed the Orst lieutenant, the latter perceived that he had a quid 
of tobacco in his cheek. ** What have you got there , my good lad 
— a gum-boil? — your cheek is very much swelled." " No Sir," 
replied the boy, *' there 's nothing at all the matter." **0 there 
must be ; it is a bad tooth , then. Open your mouth , and let me 
see." Very reluctantly the boy opened his mouth , and discovered 
a large roll of tobacco-leaf. *'Isce, Isee," said the first lieute- 
nant, ''your mouth wants overhauling, and your teeth cleaning. 
I wish we had a dentist on board ; but as we have not, I will ope- 
rate as well as I can. Send the armourer up here wflh bis tongs." 
When the armourer made his appearance, the boy was made to 
open his mouth, while the chaw of tobacco was extracted with his 
rough instrument. '* There now," said the first lieutenant, *'I 
am sure that you must feel better already ; you never could have 
had any appetite. Now , captain of the afterguard , bring a piece 
of old canvass and some sand here, and clean his teeth nicely." 
The captain of the afterguard came forward , and putting the boy's 
head between his knees, scrubbed his teeth well with the sand and 
canvass for two or three minutes. ** There, that will do," said 
the first lieutenant. **Now, my little fellow , your mouth is oico 
and clean, and you '11 enjoy your breakfast. It was impossible for 
you to have eaten any thing with your mouth in such a nasty state. 
When it 's dirty again , come to me, and I 'II be your dentist." 

One day I was on the forecastle with Mr. Chucks , the boat- 
swain , who was very kind to me. He had been showing me how 
to make the various knots and bends of rope which are used in our 
service. I am afraid that I was very stupid , but he showed me 
over and over again, until I learnt how to make them. Amongst 
others, he taught me a fisherman's bend, which he pronounced to 
be the king of all knots; '* and, Mr. Simple," continued he, **there 
is a moral in that knot. You observe, that when the parts ar^ 
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drawn the right way , and together , the more you pull , the faster 
they hold, and the more impossible to untie them; but see, by 
hauling them apart, how a little difference , a pull the other way, 
immediately disunites them, and then how easy they cast off in a 
moment. That points out the necessity of pulling together in this 
world, Mr. Simple, when we wish to hold on , and that 's a piece 
of philosophy worth all the twenty-six thousand and odd years of 
my friend the carpenter, which leads to nothing but a brown study, 
when he ought to be attending to his duty." 

"Very true, Mr. Chucks, you are the better philosopher of the 
two." 

** I am the better educated, Mr. Simple, and, I trust, more 
of a gentleman. I consider a gentleman to be, to a certain degree, 
a philosopher; for very often he is obliged to support his character 
as such, to put up with what another person may very properly fly 
in a passion about. I think coolness is the great character-stick of 
a gentleman. In the service, Mr. Simple, one is obliged to appear 
angry without indulging the sentiment. I can assure you, that I 
never lose my temper , even when I use my rattan." 

** Why, then, Mr. Chucks, do you swear so much at the men? 
surely that is not gentlemanly?" 

*' Most certainly not, Sir. But I must defend myself by ob- 
senJng the very artificial state in which we live on board of a man- 
of-war. Necessity, my dear Mr. Simple, has no law. You must 
observe how gently I always commence when I have to find fault. I 
do that to prove my gentility; but, Sir, my zeal for the service 
obliges me to alter my language, to prove in the end that I am in 
earnest. Nothing would afford me more pleasure than to be able 
to carry on the duly as a gentleman , but that *s impossible." 

•*I really cannot see why." 

"Perhaps , then , Mr. Simple, yon will explain to me why the 
captain and first lieutenant swear." 

'*That I do not pretend to answer, but they only do so upon an 
emergency." 

"Exactly so; but. Sir, their 'mergency is my daily and hourly 
duty. In the continual working of the ship I am answerable for all 
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that goes amiss. The life of a boatswain is a life of 'mergency, and 
therefore J swear." 

' ' I still cannot allow it to be requisite, and certainly it is sinful." 

"Excuse me, my dear Sir; it is absolutely rtqaisite, and not 
at all sinful. There is one language for the pulpit, and another 
for on board ship , and , in either situation, a man must make use 
of those terms most likely to produce the necessary effect upon bis 
listeners. Whether it is from long custom of the service, or from 
the indifference of a sailor to all common things and language, (I 
can't exactly explain myself, Mr. Simple, but I know what I 
mean,) perhaps constant excitement may do, and therefore he re- 
quires more 'stimilis,' as they call it, to make him move. Cer- 
tain it is, that common parlancy wo'n't do with a common seaman. 
It is not here as in the Scriptures, 'Do this, and he doeth it ; ' (by- 
thc-bye , that chap must have had his soldiers in tight order;) but 
it is * Do this , d— n your eyes ,' and then it is done directly. The 
order to ^o just carries the weight of a cannon shot, but it wants 
the perpelling power — the d— n is the gunpowder which sets it 
flying in the execution of its duty. Do you comprehend me, Mr* 
Simple?" 

''I perfectly i^nderstand you, Mr. Chucks, and I cannot help 
remarking, and that without flattery, that you are very different 
from the rest of the warrant officers. Where did you receive your 
education?" 

'*Mr. Simple , I am here a boatswain with a clean shirt, and, 
I say it myself, and no one dare gainsay it, also with a thorough 
knowledge of my duty. But although I do not say that I ever was 
better off, I can say this, that I 've been in the best society, in the 
company of lords and ladies. I once dined with your grandfather." 

** That 's more than ever I did, for he never asked me, nor took 
the least notice of me," replied I. 

*' What I state is true. I did not know that he was your grand- 
father until yesterday, when I was talking with Mr. 0*Brten ; but I 
perfectly recollect him, although I was very young at that time. 
Now , Mr. Simple, if you will promise me as a gentleman (and I 
know yon are one), that you will not repeat what I tell you , then 
I 'II let you into the history of my life/' 
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''Mr. £faud», as I am a.geoUeman I never \vJ11 divulge it until 
fou «re dead and buried , and not then if you do not wish it." 

*' When I am dead andliuried you may do as you please; it 
Biay dienbe of service to other people, atehough ray story is not a 
very long one." 

Mr. Chucks then sat down oponitbe fore-end of tke i)Ooros by 
-the funnel , and I took my place by his side , when be commenced 
as follows : — 

** My father was a boatswain before ime — one of4be old school, 
rough as a bear , and drunken as aGosport fiddler. My mother 
was — my mother, and I shall say no more. My father was in- 
valided for )harbonr duty after a life o^f intoxicatioo , and died 
shortly afterwards. In the mean time I had been, by the kindness 
of the p6rtr^dmirars wife , educated at a foundation school. I was 
thirteen when my failher died , and my .mother , not knowing what 
to do wilh me, wished to bind me apprentice to a merchant vessel ; 
hut this I refused, and, after six months' quarrelling on the sub- 
ject , I decided the point by volunteering fo the Narcissus frigate. 
I believe that my gentlemanly ideas w«re innate, Mr. Simple; I 
never, as a child, conid bear tHe idea of the merchant service. 
After I had been a week onr board , I was appointed servant to the 
purser, where I gave such satisfication by my alertness and dex- 
terity, Ihat the first lieutenant took me away from the purser 
4o attend upon himself , so that in two months I was a per- 
son 6f such conse<pieace as to create a disturbance in the gun- 
room, for the purser was very angry, and many of the officers took 
his part. It was whispered that I was the soii of the first lieu- 
tenant, and that he was aware of it. How far that may be tnie I 
know -not, but there was a likeness between us; and my mother, 
wh&was a very pretty woman, attended his ship many years before 
as a bumboat girl. I can't pretend to say any thing about it , but 
this I do. say , Mr. Simple — and many will blame me for it , but I 
can't help my natural feelings — that I had rather be the bye-blow 
of a gentleman , than the 'gitimate offspring of a boatswain and his 
wift. There 's no chance of good blood in your veins in 4he latter 
instance , whereas , in the former you may have stolen a drop or 
two. It so happened, that after I had served the first lieutenant 
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for about a year, a young lord (I must oot meDtion his name, Mr. 
Simple ,) was sent to sea by his frieods , or by his own choice. I 
don't know which , but I was told that his uncle , who was 'zecka> 
tlye, and had an interest in his death, persuaded him to go. A 
lord at that period, some twenty-flve years ago, was a rarity in the 
service , and they used to salute him when he came on board. The 
consequence was , that the young lord must have a servant to him- 
self, although all the rest of the midshipmen had but one servant 
between them. The captain inquired who was the best boy in the 
ship, and the purser, to whom he appealed, recommended me. 
Accordingly , much to the annoyance of the first lieutenant , (for 
first lieutenants in those. days did not assume as they do now, not 
that I refer to Mr. Falcon, who is a gentleman,) I was immediately 
surrendered to his lordship. I had a very easy, comfortable life of 
it — I did little or nothing; if inquired for when all hands were 
turned up , I was cleaning his lordship's boots , or brushing his 
lordship's clothes, and there was nothing to be said when his lord- 
ship's name was mentioned. We went to the Mediterranean, (be- 
cause his lordship's mamma wished it), and we had been there 
about a year, when his lordship ate so many grapes that he was 
seized with a dysentery. He was ill for three weeks , and then he 
requested to be sent to Malta in a transport going to Gibraltar , or 
rather to the Barbary coast, for bullocks. He became worse every 
day, and made his will, leaving me all his effects on board, which 
I certainly deserved for the kindness with which I had nursed him. 
Off Malta we fell in with a xebeque , bound to Civita Yecchia , and 
the captain of the transport, anxious to proceed, advised our going 
on board of her, as the wind was light and contrary, and these 
Mediterranean vessels sailed better on a wind than the transport. 
My master, who was now sinking fast, consented, and we changed 
our ships. The next day he died , and a gale of wind came on« 
which prevented us from gaining the port for several days, and the 
body of his lordship oot only became so offensive , but affected the 
superstition of the Catholic sailors so much, that it was hove over- 
board. None of the people could speak English, nor could I speak 
Maltese ; they had no idea who we were , and I had plenty of time 
for cogitation. I had often thought what a fine thing it was to be a 
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lord y and as often wished that I had been born one. The wind was 
still against us, when a merchant vessel ran down to us, that had 
left Civita Yecchia for Gibraltar, I desired the captain of the le- 
beque to make a signal of distress, or rather I did myself, and the 
vessel , which proved to be English , bore down to us. 

** I manned the boat to go on board, and the idea came into my 
head , that although they might refuse to take me , that they would 
not refuse a lord. I put on the midshipman's uniform belonging 
to his lordship (but then certainly belonging to me) , and went 
alongside of the merchant vessel ; I told them that I had left my 
ship for the benefit of my health, and wanted a passage to Gibral- 
tar, on my way home. My title, and immediate acceptance of the 
terms demanded for my passage , was sufficient. My property was 
brought from the xebeque; and, of course, as they could not 
speak English , they could not contradict , even if they suspected. 
Here, Mr. Simple, I must acknowledge a slight flaw in my early 
history, which I impart to you in confidence ; or otherwise I should 
not have been able to prove that I was correct in asserting that I had 
dined with your grandfather. But the temptation was too strong, 
and I could not resist. Think yourself, Mr. Simple , after having 
served as a ship's boy — clouted here, kicked here, damned by 
one, and sent to hell by another — to find myself treated with such 
respect and deference , and my lorded this and my lorded that, 
every minute of the day. During my passage to Gibraltar, I had 
plenty of time for arranging my plans. I hardly need say that my 
lord's kit was valuable; and what was better, they exactly fitted 
me. I also had his watches and trinkets, and many other things, 
besides a bag of dollars. However, they were honestly mine ; the 
only thing that I took was his name, which he had no further oc- 
casion for, poor fellow I But it 's no use defending what was wrong 
— it was dishonest, and there 's an end of it. 

''Now observe, Mr. Simple, how one thing leads to another. 
I declare to you, that my first idea of making use of his lordship's 
name was to procure a passage to Gibraltar. I then was undecided 
how to act; but, as I had charge of his papers and letters to his 
mother and guardian , I think , indeed I am almost sure — that I 
should have laid aside my dignity and midshipman's dress, and 

Peter Simple. 7 
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applied for a passage home to the commissioner of t)ie yard. Bui 
it was fated to be otherwise; for the master of the transport >veiit 
on shore to report and obtain praticjue, and he told them every 
where that young Lord A — was a passenger with him, going to 
England for the benefit of his health. In less than half-an-hour, 
off came the commissioner's boat, and another boat from the go- 
vernor, requesting the honour of my company, and that I would 
take a bed at their houses during my stay. What could I do? I 
began to be frightened ; but I was more afraid to confess that I was 
an impostor , for I am sure the master of the transport aloi^e would 
have kicked me overboard, if 1 had let him know that he had been 
so confounded polite to a ship's boy. So I blushed half from 
inodesty and half from guilt, and accepted the invitation of (he 
governor; sending a polite verbal refusal to the commissioner, 
upon the plea of there being no paper or pens on board. I had so 
often accompanied my late master, that I knew very well how to 
conduct myself, and had borrowed a good deal of his air and ap- 
pearance — indeed , 1 had a natural taste for gentility. I coulii 
write and read ; not perhaps so well as I ought to have done , coa-- 
sidering the education I bad received , but still quite well ej:M)ugh 
for a lord , and indeed much better than my late master. I kuiew 
his signature well enough , although the very ide^ of being fqr'Oed 
to use it made me tremble. However , the die was casjt. I ought 
to observe , that in one point we were not unlike — both bad curly 
light hair and blue eyes ; in other points there was no r,esemblan€£. 
I was by far the better-looking chap of the two ; and as we had 
been up the Mediterranean for two years , I had no fear of any 
doubt as to my identity until I arrived in England. 

'*WelI, Mr. Simple, I dressed myself very carefully , put on 
my chains and rings, and a little perfume on my handkerchief, 
and accompanied the aide-de-camp to the governor's , where I was 
asked after my mother, Lady — , and my uncle, my guardian, 
and a hundred other questions. At first I was much confused, 
ivhich was attributed to bashfulness ; and so it was , but not of the 
right sort. But before the day was over , I had becpme »o ac- 
customed to be called *my lord,' and to my situation, that I was 
quite at my ease , and began to watch the motions and behaviour 



99 



of the eon^Dy, that! migiit rebate >iuy cofD^rtment by that of 
good society. . I remained at Gibraltar for a fcNrtntgbt, and Ibeo 
HAS offered a passage in a transport ordered to Portsmouth. Being 
an oflku' , of coarse it was free to a certain extent. On my passage 
to England, I^agaia mj^e up my mind that I would put off my dress 
and title as soon as I could escape from enervation ; but I was 
prerentcd as bofore. The port^admiral sent off to request the 
pleasure of my company to dinner. I dared not reflise ; end there 
I was, my lord as before, courted and feasted by every body. 
Tradeanen called to request the honour of my lordship's custom ; 
my table at the hotel was covered with cards of all d6Scri[Aions ; 
and , to confess the truth , I liked my situation so much , and had 
been so accustomed to it, that I now began to dislike the idea that 
one day or other I must resign it, which I determined to do as soon 
as I quitted the place. My bill at the hotel was very eitravagaot, 
and more than I could pay : but the master said it was not of the 
least consequence ; that of course his lordship had not provided 
himself with cash , just coming from foreign parts, and offered to 
supply me with money if I required it. This, I will say, 1 was 
honest enough to refuse. I left my cards, P. P. C, as they do, 
Mr. Simple , in all well regulated society , and set off in the mail 
for London , where I fully resolved to drop my title , and to pro- 
ceed to Scotland to his lordship's mother, with the mouniful in- 
telligence of his death — for you see , Mr. Simple , no one knew 
that his lordship was dead. The captain of the transport had put 
him into the xobeque aliv« , and the vessel bound to Gibraltar had 
received him as they imagined. The captain of the frigate had very 
soon afterwards advices from Gibraltar, stating his lordship's re- 
covery and return to England. Well I had not been in the coach 
more than five miiMites, when who should get in but a gentleman 
whom I had met at the port-admiral's ; besides which , the coach- 
man and others knew me very well. When I arrived in London (I 
still wore my midshipman's uniform), I went to an hotel recom- 
mended to me, as I afterwards found out, the most fashionable in 
town , my title stUl following me. I now determined to put off my 
uniform and dress in plain clothes — my farce was over. I went 
to bed that night, and the next morning made my appearance in a 
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suit of mufti, making inquiry of the waiter wiiich was the best con- 
reyance to Scotland. 

'* * Post chay and four, my lord. At what time shall I order it?' 
" ' Oh,* replied I , * I am not sure that I shall go to-morrow.' 
** Just at this moment in came the master of the hotel, with the 
'Morning Post' in his hand, making me a low bow, and pointing 
to the insertion of my arrival at his hotel among the fashionables. 
This annoyed me ; and now that I found how difficult it was to get 
rid of my title, I became particularly anxious to. be William 
Chucks, as before. Before twelve o'clock, three or four gentle- 
men were ushered into my sitting-room , who observing my arrival 
in that damn'd Morning Post , came to pay their respects ; and be- 
fore the day was over, I was invited and re-invited by a dozen 
people. I found that I could not retreat , and I went away with the 
stream , as I did before at Gibraltar and Portsmouth. For three 
weeks I was everywhere ; and if I found it agreeable at Portsmouth; 
how much more so in London ! But I was not happy, Mr. Simple, 
because I was a cheat, every moment expecting to be found out. 
But it really was a nice thing to be a lord. 

'*At last the play was over. I had been enticed by some young 
men into a gambling-house, where they intended to fleece me; 
but, for the first night, they allowed me to win, I think, about 
300/. I was quite delighted with my success , and had agreed to 
meet them the next evening; but when I was at breakfast, with 
my legs crossed, reading the 'Morning Post,' who should come 
to see me but my guardian uncle. He knew his nephew's features 
too well to be deceived ; and my not recognising him proved at once 
that I was an impostor. You must allow me to hasten over the ' 
scene which took place, — the wrath of the uncle, the confusion 
in the hotel, the abuse of the waiters, the police-officer, and 
being dragged into a hackney-coach to Bow-street. There I was 
examined, and confessed all. The uncle was so glad to find that 
his nephew was really dead, that he felt no resentment towards 
me; and as, after all, I had only assumed a name, but had 
cheated nobody, except the landlord at Portsmouth, I was sent 
on board the tender off the Tower to be drafted into a man-of-war. 
As for my 300/., my clothes, dc. I never heard any more of 
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them; they were seized,^ Iprr^iime, by the landlord of the hotel 
for my bill, and very handsomely. ii^ j^usi have paid himself. I 
had two rings on my fingers, aAd ajvalch'jn my pocket, when I 
was sent on board the tender , and I stoV^d fktfn away very care- 
fully. I had also a few pounds in my purse/, 1 was sent round to 
Plymouth, where I was drafted into a frigate. A,fter ][«had been 
there some time, I turned the watch and rings into* modify, >&pd 
bought myself a good kit of clothes ; for I could not bear to'be^rty.^ ' ^^ y 
I was put into the mizen-top , and no one knew that I had beea^a 
lord." 

"Tou found some difference, I should think, in your situa- 
tion ?" 

*' Tes I did , Mr. Simple : but I was much happier. I could 
not forget the ladies , and the dinners , and the opera , and all the 
delights of London, beside the respect paid to my title, and I 
often sighed for them ; but the poFice-officer aod Bow-street also 
came to my recollection , and I shuddered at the remembrance. It 
had, however, one good effect; I determined to be an officer if 
I could , and learnt my duty , and worked my way up to quarter- 
master, and thence to boatswain — and I know my duty, Mr. 
Simple. Bu^t I 've been punished for my folly ever since. 1 formed 
ideas above my station in life , and cannot help longing to be a 
gentleman. It 's a bad thing for a man to have ideas above his 
station." 

"Tou certainly must find some difference between the company 
in London and that of the warrant officers. " 

* *It 's many years back now. Sir ; but I can't get over the feel- 
ing. I can't 'sociate with them at all. A man may have the feel- 
ings of a gentleman , although in a humble capacity; but how can 
I be intimate with such people as Mr. Dispart , or Mr. Muddle the 
carpenter? All very well in their way , Mr. Simple ; but what can 
you expect from officers who boll their 'tators in a cabbage-net 
hanging in the ship's coppers , when they know that there is one 
third of a stove allowed them to cook their victuals on ?" 
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L g» oi» service , atMl> am iDfiGi p'isoilfer by- as ^d laiy , vke , not ablt to 
obtain my hand^ takfts^sttCBfmy finger, as a token — O'Brien rescues 
me — A lee«6hore*2in<|. nliitow escape. 

• • » " ^ 
Twa or diAe days after this eonverBfttioa with Mr. Chucks, the 

cafttiitMlf.lb6*frigate in shorr; and when within five miles, we 
* die64v(nfa two veseeb under t^e land. We made aU sail in chase, 
•add cut thenn off froni esoaping Found a sandy point, which they 
'attempted to weather. Finding. that they could not effect their pur* 
pose, they ran on shore under a smidl battery of two guns, which 
commenced firing upon us. The first shot which whizzed between 
the masts had to me a moetf tisrrific MUftd; but the offieeis and 
men laughed* at it, so of course I pretended to do the same, but 
in reality I could see nothing lo laugh at. The captaia ordered the > 
starboard watch to be piped toquarters, aad the boats to be cleared, 
ready for hoisting out ; we then anchored within a mBe of the bat^ 
tery, and returned the fire. In the mean time, theiemainder of 
the ship's company hoistedout and lowered down four boats, which 
were manned and armed to storm the battery. I was very anxious 
to go OB service, and O'Brien, who had command of the first 
cutter , allowed me to go with him , on condition that I stowed my^ 
self away under the fore-sheets , that the captain might not see me 
before the boats had shoved off. This I did, and was not disco- 
vered. We pulled in abreast towards the battery, and iniese than 
ten minutes the boats were run on the beach, and we jumped out. 
The Frenchmeu fired a gun at us as we pulled close to the shore, 
and then ran away, so that we took possession without any fight- 
ing, which, to confess the truth, I waa not sonry for,^ as 1 did 
not think that I was old or strong enough to oope hand to hand witb 
a grown-up man. There were a few fishermen's huts close to the 
battery; and while two of the boats went on board of the vessels, 
to see if they could be got off, and others were spiking the guns 
and destroying the carriages, I went wUh O'Brien to eiamine 
them : they were deserted by the people , as might have been sup- 
posed, but there was a great quantity of fish in them, apparently 
caught that morning. O'Brien pointed to a very large skate — 



1^ 

*' Mterder in Irish ! " erie^ he , ' * it 's the very ghost of my grand- 
mMbcr ! we '11 have her i>f it VoUly fot the fainily likeness, j^eier, 
put your finger into the gills , and drag her down to the boat." t 
esnAd noc force my finger loft6 tbt; gills ; aiad as the animal appeared 
qaSlt dead , I hooked my finger into its mouth ; but I made a sad 
iBistake, for the animal was alive, and immediately closed its 
jaw9, nipping my finger to the bone, and holding it so tight that 
I could DOC withdraw it, and the pain was too great to allow me to 
pull it away by main force, and tear my finger, which it held so 
fast. There I was , canght in a trap , and made a prisoner by a 
flatfish. Fortunately, I hallooed loud enough to make O'Brien, 
who yna close down to the boats , with a large cod-fish under each 
Min, tvQ round and come to my assistance. At first he could 
not help me, from laughing so much; but at last he forced open 
the jaw of the fish with his ciitf ass , and I got my finger out , but 
very badly torn indeed. I then took off my garter, tied it round 
the tail of the ^ate, and dragged it to the boat, which was all 
ready to shove off. The other bvats had found it impossible to get 
the vessels off without unloading — so, io pursuance of the cap- 
tain's ordeiis, they were set on fire, and before we lost sight of 
them 9 had burnt down to the Water's edge. My finger was very 
bad ft>r three weeks, and the officers laughed at me very much, 
sayiftg that I narrowly escaped being made a prisoner of by an "old 

Weeodtrnued our cruize along the coast, until we had run down 
into the Bay of Arcason, where we captured two or three vessels, 
aed obliged many more to run on shore. And here we had an in- 
stance showing how v^ry important it is that a captain of a man-of- 
war should be a good sailor, and have his ship in such discipline 
as to be strictly obeyed by his ship's company. I heard the officers 
unanimously assert, after the danger was over, that nothing but 
the presence of mind Which was shown by Captain Savage could 
have sated- the shipr and heir crew. We had cbased a convoy of 
vessds to the boiMi of the bay: the wind was very fresh when we 
haided off, after ilmning thcfm on shore ; and the surf on the beach 
even at that time was so great , that they were certain to go to pieces 
before they could be got afloat again. We were obliged to double- 
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reef the topsails as soon as we haaled to the wiod , and the weather 
looked very threatening. In an hoar afterwards , the whole sky 
was covered with one black cloud , with sank so low as nearly to 
touch our mast-heads , and a tremendous sea , which appeared to 
have risen up almost by magic , rolled in upon us , setting the 
vessel on a dead lee shore. As the night closed in , it blew a dread- 
ful gale , and the ship was nearly buried with the press of canvass 
which she was obliged to carry i for had we sea-room , we sliould 
have been lying-to under storm staysails; but we were forced to 
carry on at all risks , that we might claw off shore. The sea broke 
over as we lay in the trough, deluging us with water from the 
forecastle, aft, to the binnacles; and very often, as the ship 
descended with a plunge, it was with such force that I really 
thought she would divide in half with the violence of the shock. 
Double breechings were rove on the guns , and they were further 
secured with tackles; and strong cleats nailed behind the trun- 
nions; for we heeled over so much when we lurched, that the guns 
were wholly supported by the breechings and tackles, and had one 
of them broken loose , it must have burst right through the lee side 
of the ship, and she must have foundered. The captain, first 
lieutenant, and most of the officers, remained on deck during the 
whole of the night; andreaUy, what with the howling of the wind, 
the violence of the rain « the washing of the water about the decks, 
the working of the chain-pumps , and the creaking and groaning 
of the timbers, I thought that we must inevitably have been lost; 
and I said my prayers at least a dozen times during the night, for 
I felt it impossible to go to bed. I had often wished , out of cu- 
riosity, that I might be in a gale of wind; but I little thought it 
was to have been a scene of this description, or any thing half so 
dreadful. What made it more appalling was, that we were on a 
lee shore , and the consultations of the captain and officers , and 
the eagerness with which they looked out for daylight, told us that 
we had other dangers to encounter besides the storm. At last the 
morning broke, and the look-out man upon the gangway called 
out, **Laod on the lee beam ! " I perceived the master dash his 
feet against the hammock rails, as if with vexation , and wulk away 
without saying a word , and looking very grave. 



105 



*'Up, there, Mr. Wilson," atid the captain to the seconi 
lieutenaot, " and see how far the land trends forward, and whether 
you can distinguish the point." The second lieutenant went up the 
main-rigging, and pointed with his hand to ahout two points be- 
fore the beam. 

«*Bo you see two hillocks inland?" 

'*Tes, Sir," replied the second lieutenant. 
*** Then it is so," observed the captain to the master, *'andif 
-we weather it we shall have more sea-room. Keep her full , and 
let her go through the water; do you hear, quarter-master?" 

••Ay, ay, Sir." 

'*Thus, and no nearer^ my man. Ease her with a spoke or 
two when she sends ; but be careful , or she II take the wheel out 
of your hands." 

It really was a very awful sight. When the ship was in the 
trough of the sea , you could distinguish nothing but a waste of 
tumultuous water; but when she was borne up on the summit of 
the enormous waves , youthen looked down, as it were, upon a 
low, sandy coast, close to you^ and covered with foam and break- 
ers. ** She behaves nobly," observed the captain, stepping aft 
to the binnacle, and looking at the compass ; '* if the wind does not 
baCQe us , we shall weather." The captain had scarcely time to 
make the observation, when the sails shivered and flapped like 
thunder. '*Up with the helm; what are you about, quarter- 
master?" 

*'The wind has headed us, Sir," replied the quarter-master, 
coolly. 

The captain and master remained at the binnacle watching the 
compass ; and when the sails were again full , she had broken off 
two points, and the point of land was only a little on the lee bow. 

** We must wear her round , Mr. Falcon. Hands , wear ship 
— ready, oh, ready." 

'•She has come up again," cried the master, who was at the 
binnacle. 

•* Hold fast there a minute. How *s her head now? " 

••N. N. E., as she was before she broke off. Sir?" 

••pipe belay," said the captain. ••Falcon," continued he. 



**if she bl^dlB HfiliiA tet dfty baVe no r6om to wear; indeed 
tfafltv is 80 liuld rMlB now, that I most ran ttie risk. Which cable 
w«a ranged last night — the best bowert " ] 

"Yes, Sir." 

** Jamp down, then,' and see it double-bitted and stoppered at 
thirty fathoms. See it well done — our fives may depend upon it." 
The ship continsed to hold her course good; and we were with- 
in Mf t mile of the point , and fdlly eipected to weather it , when 
again Che wet and heavy sails flapped in the wind, and the ship 
broke off tw<^ points as before. The officers and seamen were 
aghast, for the ship's head was right on to the breakers. *'Luff 
now, all yon can, qaaiter-master," eried the captain. *'Send 
th»i*t?naltditeot^. Jff^lads, thtre is no time for words — I am 
going to clidf-haul the ship , for there is no room to wear. The 
only chance yoti have of safety is to be cool , watch my eye , and 
eiecute my orders with precision. Away to your stations for tack- 
ing shijp. Hands by the best bower anchor. Mr. Wilson, attend 
below with fhe carpenter and his mates, ready to cut away the 
cable at the mement that I give the order. Silence , there , fore 
and all. Quarter-master, keep her full again for stays. Hind you 
ease the helm down- when I tell you." About a minute passed be- 
fore Ihfo captain-gave any ftirther ordera. The ship had closed-to 
withinia'<iiiarterof amileoifthebeach, and the waves curled and 
topped around OS, bearing ns dowd upon the shore, which pre- 
sented one continued surface of foam , extending to within half a 
cable's length of our position, at which distance the enormous 
waves culminated and fell with the report of thunder. The captain 
waved Us hand in silence to the cfnarter-master at the wheel , and 
the hdB Was put dowir. The ship turned slowly to the wind, 
pitching and obsppfttg as the stats were spilling. When she had 
lost her way, the captaitt gave the order, **Let go the anchor. We 
will haul all at once, Mr. Falcon " said the captain. Not a word 
-was spokeff; tfand men went to the fore brace, which had not been 
manned; most of them knew, although I did not, that if the ship's . 
bead did not g<!^Fduttd th^ either way , we should be on shore, and 
among the breakers, in half a niinute. I thought at the time that 
the capiaitt had^said that he would haul all the yards at once, there 
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appeared to be doubt or dteseot on tbe cottatedante ofBfir. Filison; 
and I was allerW8rd» told tiiat he had not agreed vitb the caf»t«iiD ; 
but be was too good an officer, add knew that there was' no time- 
for diseiiaalod, to tttabeany nmark ; and the event pi^ved that the 
captain was right. At last the ship was head t^ wind, sHid the 
captain gave the signal. The yards flew raiKtd- with sueh a eteak- 
ing naise, that 1 thoogfat the masts had gone over the sid^, and the 
neieC momenf: the wind had caught the sislis ; and tfbe ship , which 
for a BiMKot or two had been on an even' keet, cafetloed oter to 
h«rgiMMiU^with its force. Tfaecaptaifl, t^ho st^d npoti the wea- 
ther hamiBOok-'rails , holding by the maktHrfgging, ordered the 
befeoaa^^BiNlehips, looked full at the sails, and then at the cable, 
ip^ieh grew broad upon the weather bow, and held the ship from 
neaaping the shore* At last he cried , * * Gat- away the cAble ! "* A 
few strokes of the axes were beard , and then the cable flew^ out of 
the hawse->4ole in a blaze of fire, fitom the violence of the friction, 
and dbappaar^ under a huge wave, wtfidrstiltck ns on the chess- 
tree^ and deluged «3 with waters fore and aft. Wnt we wef e now on 
the other tack, and the sfaiff^ re^ned^helr way, and w« had evi- 
^ntly ioereased our distance Ironi the latid. 

'* My lads'," said the ca|rtaift to the ship's company, *' yon hare 
behaved weU, anditbankyoa; but I mast teH yon honestly, that 
we have mere difflonlties to get throng. We have to weather a 
point of the bay on this tack. Mr. Falcon , splice the main-^brace, 
aod call the watch* How's her head, quarter-master?" 

•* S. W. by 8. Sfoatherly , Sir." 

"YerfweU; let her go thrtmgh the water;" and the ca[»taSn, 
bediofliii^tO'the roaster to follow hkn, went down into Ae cabin. 
Aa owPiBMaediMe danger was over, I went down into the berth to 
see if I cottld get any thing for breakfast, where I found OUrien 
m^ two or three more. 

**By tlwpowieps!, it was as date a thing as ever I saw done," 
ob6er««d O'Brien): *^nhe sllghirest mistake ts to time or manage- 
meril , and ae tlUs oioment the fhilfish would have been dtrbbhig at 
oar agl3^ carcasses.' Peter, yod 're not fond of flatfish ate yod, my 
boy? We niay thadh Heated add the captain , I can telfyod that, 
my lad* ; but now, where 's the chart, Robinson? Hldd'me' 
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down the parallel rules and compasses, Peter; they are in the cor- 
ner of the shelf. Here we are now , a deyilish sight too near this 
infernal point. Who knows how her head is? " 

**I do, O'Brien: I heard the quarter-master tell the captain 
S. W. by 8. Southerly." 

''Let me see /' continued O'Brien , ** variation 2V4 — lee way 
— rather too large an allowance of that ^ I 'm afraid; bi^t, how- 
ever, we 'U give her J^Vz points ; the Diomede would blush to make 
any more, under any circumstances. Here — the compass — 
now we '11 see; " and O'Brien advanced the parallel rule from the 
compass to the spot where the ship was placed on the chart. "Bo- 
ther ! yoQ see it 's as much as she '11 do to weather the other point 
now, on this tack, and that 's what the captain meant when he told 
us we had more difficulty. I could have taken my Bible oath that 
we were clear of every thing, if the wind held." 

"See what the distance is, O'Brien," said Robinson. It was 
measured, and proved to be thirteen miles. ' ' Only thirteen miles ; 
and if we do weather, we shall do very well, for the bay is deep 
beyond. It 's a rocky point, you see , just by way of variety. 
Well, my lads , I 've a piece of comfort for you , any how. It 's 
not long that you '11 be kept in suspense , for by one o'clock this 
day, you 'II either be congratulating each other upon your good 
luck , or you 'II be past praying for. Come , put up the chart, for 
I hate to look at melancholy prospects; and, steward, see what 
you can find in the way of comfort." Some bread and cheese, with 
the remains of yesterday's boiled pook, were put on the table, 
with a bottle of rum, procured at the time they *' spliced the main- 
brace ; " but we were all too anxious to eat much , and one by one 
returned on deck , to see how the weather was, and if the wind at 
all favoured us. On deck the superior officers were in conversation 
with the captain, who had expressed the same fear that O'Brien had 
in our berth. The men, who knew what they had to expect — for 
this sort of intelligence is soon communicated through a ship — 
were assembled in knots, looking very grave, but at the same time 
not wanting in confidence. They knew that they could trust to the 
captain , as far as skill or courage could avail them ; and sailors 
are too sanguine to despair, even at the last moment. As for my- 
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self, I felt such admiration for the captaiD , after i?hat I had wit- 
nessed that morniog , that, whenever the idea came over me , that 
in all probability I should be lost in a few hours, I could not help 
acknowledging bow much more serious it was that such a man 
should be lost to his country. I do not intend to say that it con- 
soled me; but it certainly made me still more regret the chances 
with which we were threatened. 

Before twelve o'clock the rocky point which we so much 
dreaded was in sight, broad on the lee bow; and if the low sandy 
coast appeared terrible , how much more did this , even at a di-' 
stance ! the black masses of rock covered with foam , which each 
minute dashed up in the air higher than our lower mast-heads. 
The captain eyed it for some minutes in silence, as if in cal- 
culation. 

*'Mr. Falcon," said he at last, "we must put the mainsail 
on her." 

'* She never can bear it , Sir." 

' * She must bear it ," was the reply. " Send the men aft to the 
mainsheet. See that careful men attend the buntlines." 

The mainsail was set, and the effect of it upon the ship was 
tremendous. She careened over so that her lee channels were 
under the water; and when pressed by a sea, the lee side of the 
quarter-deck and gangway were afloat. She now reminded me of 
a goaded and fiery horse, mad with the stimulus applied; not 
rising as before, but forcing herself through whole seas, and di- 
viding the waves, which poured in one continual torrent from the 
forecastle down upon the decks below. Four men were secured 
to the wheel — the sailors were obliged to cling, to prevent being 
washed away — the ropes were thrown in confusion to leeward — 
the shot rolled out of the lockers, and every eye was fixed aloft, 
watching the masts, which were expected every moment to go 
over the side. A heavy sea struck us on the broadside , and it was 
some moments before the ship appeared to recover herself; she 
reeled , trembled , and stopped her way, as if it had stupified her. 
The first lieutenant looked at the captain , as if to say , ** This will 
not do." *'It is our only chance," answered the captain to the 
appeal. That the ship went faster through the water, and held a 
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better -wmd^ was certain ; bat just before we arrived at the point, 
the gale inoreaaed in force. '*If anj thing starts, we ar« lost. 
Sir," 'flbaeirvod.the first lieutenant again. 

^'I .am pecfectly aware of it," replied the captain, in a calm 
tone; **bot, as I said before, and you must now be aware, it is 
out ottly ehjoice. The consequence of any carelessness or neglect 
in the fitting and securing of the rigging, will be felt now; and this 
danger, if we escapeit, ought to remind us how much we have to 
answer tot if we neglect our duty. The Uves of a whole ship's 
company may be sacrificed by the ne^ct or incompetence of an 
officer wiien m harboar. 1 will pay ycu the compliment. Falcon, 
to say , that I Ud convinced that the masts of &e ship are as se- 
cure as knowledge and .attention can make them." 

The first lieutenant thanked the captain for his good opinion, 
and hoped it would not be the last compliment which he paid him. 
' ^^ **l hope not, too ; )tut a few minutes will decide the point." 

The ship was now within two cables' lengths of the rocky 
point; some few :of the men I observed to clasp their bands, but 
most of them were silently taking off their jackets , and kicking off 
their shoes , that they might not lose a chance of escape provided 
the shi^ struck. 

** 'T will be touch and go indeed , Falcon /' observed the cap- 
tain (for I had duiig to the belaying pins, dose to them for the 
last half4tour that the mainsail had been set). **Come aft, you 
and I must take the helm. We shall want nerve there , and only 
(here, now." 

The captain and first lieutenant went aft, and took the fore- 
spokes of the wheel, and O'Brien , at a sign made by the captain, 
laid hold of the spokes behind him. An old quarter-master kept 
his station at the fourth. The roaring of the seas on the rocks, 
with the howling of the wind, wer« dreadful; but the sight was 
more dreadful than the noise. For a few moments I shut my eyes, 
but anxiety forced me to open them again. *' As near as I could 
^ judge, we were not twenty yards from the rocks, at the time that 
J^ the ship passed abreast of them. We were in the midst of the 
foam , which boiled around us ; and as the ship wa^ driven nearer 
tONthiem, and careened with the wava, I thought Ibat our main 
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yard-arm would have (oudied the rotk; and at this momenta guet 
of wind came on which laid the ship on her beaiii*«Dd8, »Bd 
checked her progress through the water , while the accumulated 
noise was deafening. A few moments more the ship dragged ea, 
apother wave dashed over her and spent itself upon the rocks, 
while the spray was dashed back from Ihem , and returned upon 
the decks. The main rock w^s within ten y«rds of her counter, 
when another jgi^st of win4 laid us on our beamHsnds , the foresail 
and mainsail split^ and were blown clean o«tt of ths boitropes — 
the ship righted , tremblijaig fore and aft. 1 looked astern : — the 
rocks were to windward on our quarter, and we were safe. I 
thought at the time, that the ship, relieved of her courses, and 
again lifting oyer the waves , was not a bad similitude of the relief 
felt by us all at that moment; itnd, like her, we trembled as we 
panted with the sudden re-action, and felt the removal of the 
intense anxiety which oppressed our breasts. 

The captain resigned the helm, and walked aft to look at the 
point , which was now broad on the weather quarter, ia a minute 
or two , he desired Mr. Falcon to get new sails up and bend them, 
and then went below to his cabin. I am sure it was to thank God 
for our deliverance: I did most fervently, not only then, but 
when I went to my hammock at night. We wen now compara- 
tively safe — in a few hours completely so; for, strange to say, 
immediately after we had weathered the rocks, the gale abated, 
and before morning we had a reef out of the topsails. It was my 
afternoon watch , and perceiving Mr. Chucks on the forecastle , I 
went forward to him , and asked him what he thought of it. 

'^Thought of it, Sir!" replied he; **why I always think bad 
of it , when the elements wo'n't allow my whistle to be heard ; and 
I consider it hardly fair play. I never care if we are left to our own 
exertions; but bow is it possible for a ship's company to do their 
best when they cannot hear the boatswain's pipe? However, God 
be thanked, nevertheless, and make better Christians of us all! 
As for that carpenter, he is mad; just before we weathered the 
point, he told me that it was just the same !^7,600 and odd years 
ago. I do believe that on his dealh-bed (and he was not far from 
a very hard one yesterday) , he will tell us how he died so many 
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fbousand years ago» of the same complaint. And that gunner of 
•urs is a fool. Would you believe it, Mr. Simple , he went crying 
about the decks , * O my poor guns , what will become, of them , if 
they break loose ! ' He appeared to consider it of no consequence, 
if the ship and ship's company were all lost, provided that his 
guns were safely landed on the beach. 'Mr. Dispart,' said I, at 
last , * allow me to observe , in the most delicate way in the world, 
that you 're a d — d old fool.' You see, Mr. Simple, it 's the 
duty of an officer to generalize, and be attentive to parts only in 
consideration of the safety of the whole. I look after my anchors 
and cables, as I do after the rigging; not that I care for any of 
tl^em in particular, but because the safety of a ship depends upon 
her being well found. I might just as well cry because we sacri- 
ficed an anchor and cable yesterday morning, to save the ship from 
going on shore." 

•* Very true, Mr. Chucks," replied I. 

*' Private feelings," continued he , ** must always be sacrificed 
for the public service. As you know the lower deck was full of 
water, and all our cabins and chests were afloat; but I did not 
think then about my shirts, and look at them now, all blowing 
out in the forerigging, without a part'cle of starch left in the col- 
lars or the frills. I shall not be able to appear as an officer ought 
to do for the whole of the cruise." 

As he said this, the cooper, going forward, passed by him, 
and jostled him in passing. *' Beg pardon. Sir," said the man, 
" but the ship lurched." 

**The ship lurched, did it?" replied the boatswain, who, I 
am afraid , was not in the best of humours about his ward-robe. 
'*And pray, Mr. Cooper, why has Heaven granted you two legs 
with joints at the knees, eicept to enable you to counteract the 
horizontal deviation? Do you suppose they were meant for nothing 
but to work round a cask with? Hark , Sir; did you take me for a 
post to scrub your pig's hide against? Allow me just to observe, 
Mr. Cooper — just to insinuate, that when you pass an officer, it 
is your duty to keep at a respectable distance, and not to soil his 
elothes with your rusty iron jacket. Do you comprehend me, Sir ; 
or will this make you recollect in future?" The rattan was raised, 
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aod descended id a shower of blows , untU the cooper made his es- 
cape into the head. '* There, take that, you contaminating, 
stave-dubbing, gimlet-carrying quintessence of a bung-hole! I 
beg your pardon, Mr. Simple, for interrupting the conversation; 
but when duty calls, we must obey." 

** Very true , Mr. Chucks. It 's now striking seven bells , and 
I mast call the master — so good-by." 



CHAPTER XVI. 

TCews from home — K fatigue party employed at Gibraltar — More par- 
ticulars in the life of Mr. Chucks — A brush with the enemy—A court- 
martial and a lasting impression. 

A FEW days afterwards, a cutter joined us from Plymouth, 
with orders for the frigate to proceed forthwith to Gibraltar, where 
we should learn our destination. We were all very glad of this : 
for we had had quite enough of cruising in the Bay of Biscay ; and, 
as we understood that we were to bestatibnedin the Mediterranean, 
we hoped to exchange gales of wind and severe weather, for fine 
breezes and a bright sky. The cutter brought out our letters and 
newspapers. I never felt more happy than I did when I found one 
put into my hands. It is necessary to be far from home and friends, 
to feel the real delight of receiving a letter. I went down into the 
most solitary place in the steerage, that I might enjoy it without 
interruption. I cried with pleasure before I opened it ; but I cried 
a great deal more with grief, after I had read the contents — for 
my eldest brother Tom was dead of a typhus fever. Poor Tom I 
when I called to mind what tricks he used to play me — how he 
used to borrow my money and never pay me — and how he used to 
thrash me and make me obey him, because he was my elder 
brother — I shed a torrent of tears at his loss ; and then I reflected 
how miserable my poor mother must be , and I cried still more. 

*' What's the matter, spooney?" said O'Brien, coming up to 
me. " Who has been licking you now ? " 

** O nobody ," replied I ; * * but my eldest brother Tom is dead, 
and I have no other." 

"Well, /Peter, I dare say that your brother was a very good 
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brother; but I '11 tell yoii a secret. When yoo *w lived long 
eoough to have a beard to scrape at, you '11 know better than to 
make a fuss about an elder br(^er. But you 're a good iDoocept 
boy just BOW, so I wo'n't thrash you for it. Come , dry your eyes, 
Peter, and never mind it. We 'II drink his health and long life to 
him , after supper , and then oever think any more about it." 

I was very melancholy for a few d^a ; but it was so delightful 
running down the Portuguese and Spanish coasts , the weather 
was so warm , and the sea so smooth , that I am afraid I forgot my 
brother's death sooner than } ought to have done; but my spirits 
were cheered up, and the omeUj of tbo scene preveated me from 
thinking. Every one-, too, was so gay and happy, that I could 
not well be otherwise. In a fortnight, we anchored in Gibraltar 
Bay , aod the ship was. stripped: to refit. There was so much duty 
tobe.dooe, thftil<iidnotllk«.togo-oi).shom*. Indeed, Mr. Falcon 
hadreftised some of my mesanates, and I tJu>u^t it better not to 
ask, although I wa& very, anilaas to see ^plaM wbieh was consir- 
dered so eElraordJDaiyw Onei aHeraoon^ I wa». looking over- the 
gangway as the people; were at supper, and Mr. Falcon. came up to 
me and said, *' Wellv Mn Simple, what are^ you. thinking of?" 
I replied, touehiag my haH, that. I was woadering how they h«d 
cot out thft: solid rodii into galleries, aod that they- must be.veiQft 
cwious. 

**'XlMftieioaay, thAtyonarevefycuriousitoseelhem. Well, 
thoBi, sinne yoahmbieeii very attentive tO'yoiur duty, aod have 
npa asked to go oo shore , I will give yon leave to go tOHOnorrow 
moraing and stay till guflKfire/' 

(was very much pleased aU Uus^ as the officers had a general 
invUatioB to dine with the niess^, and all who could obtain leave 
b«faig requested' to cowe, I was enabled to join^be panty. The 
first lieutenaDt had excused himself ob the plea of there being so 
much to attend to on board ; but most ol the guA-room officers and 
8om0. oC the midshipmeu obtained leave. We walked about the 
town and fortifications until dinner-time, and thea we proceeded 
to the.barracks* The dinner was. very good, and we were all very 
merry; but after the dessert had been brought in , I slipped' away 
with a young ensign, who took me all ovec the galleries and ex* 
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plained erery thing to me, which was a much better way of em- 
ptoying my tiioe than doiog as the others did , whiett the reader 
wiiJacknowJedge. 1 was at the sali^-poit before gun-fire -*~ the 
beajtwas there:, boA no offices mtfde their appearance. The* gun* 
fieed^ the drawbridge was- haated* up*, and' I was afraid that I 
should be blaned ; but the boat was not ordered to shove off, as it 
waft waitiog: for comaiissioDed officers. About an hour afterwards, 
when iiwas quite dark^ the sentry pointed bis arins and challenged 
a person: advancing with, '^Who comes there?" — "Naval 
ofiScer, drank on a wheelbarrow," was the reply, in a loud sing- 
ing-voice. Upon whiob, the^seatry recovered his arms, singing 
in-Mtura, **Pass, navaloffioer, drank on a wheelbarrow — and 
all 'swell!" and then appeared a- soldier in his fatigue dress, 
wheeling, down the tbird Ueutenant in « wheelbarrow , so tipsy that 
he could not stand or speak. Tbea the sentry challenged ^gain, 
and the answer was , ** Another naval officer, dhink on a wheel- 
barrow;" upon which the sentry replied m before, *'Pass, 
another naval officer , drunk on a wheelbarrow — and all *& well." 
This was my friend O'Brien , almost as b«d as^the third lieutenant ; 
and so they continued for ten minutes ^ chaUel^ging and passing, 
until they wheeled down the renviinder of the party , with the ei- 
ception of the second lieutenant, who walked arm and arm with 
the officer who brought down the order for lowering,ihedrdwbri4ge« 
I was much shocked, fori considered it \ery. dis^^^iceCul; but I 
afterwards was told , which certainly admitted of some excuse, 
that the mess were notorious for never permitting, any of their 
guests to leave the table sober. They were all safely put into the 
boat , and I am glad to say, the first lieutenant was in bed and did 
Dot see them : but I could not help acknowledging the truth of an 
observation made by one of the men as the officers were handed 
into the boat, **1 say. Bill, i{ tkem were we, what a precious 
twisting we should get to-morrow at six bells ! " 

The ship remained in Gibraltar Bay about three weeks , during 
which time we had refitted the rigging fore and aft, re>stowed and 
cleaned the hold, and paitited outside. She never looked more 
beautiful than she did when , in obedience to our orders , we made 
sail to join the admiral. We passed Earopa Point with' a fair wind, 
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and at sunset we were siity miles from the Rock, yet it wa» 
distinctly to be seen , Jike a bine cloud , but the outline perfectly 
correct. I mention this , as perhaps my reader would n(xt haye 
believed that it was possible to see land at such a distance. We 
steered for Cape de Gatte , and we were next day close in shore. I 
was very much delighted with the Spanish (foast, mountain upon 
mountain , hill upon hill, covered with vines nearly to their sum- 
mits. We might have gone on shore at some places , for at that 
time we were friendly with the Spaniards ; but the captain was in 
too great a hurry to join the admiral. We had very light winds, 
and a day or two afterwards we were offYalencia, nearly becalmed. 
I was on the gangway, looking through a telescope at the houses 
and gardens round the city, when Mr. Chucks, the boatswain, 
came up to me. **Mr. Simple, oblige me with that glass a mo- 
ment; I wish to see if a building remains there , which I have some 
reason to remember.'* 

* * What , were you ever on shore there? " 

*'Yes, I was, Mr. Simple, and nearly stranded^ but I got 
off again without much damage.'* 

"How do you mean — were you wrecked then ?" 

*'Not my ship, Mr. Simple, but my peace of mind was for 
some time; but it 's many years ago, when I>was first made 
boatswain of a corvette (during this conversation he was looking 
through the telescope) ; yes, there it is," said he; **I have it in 
the field. Look, Mr. Simple, do you see a small church, with 
a spire of glazed tiles , shining like a needle." 

**Yes, I do." 

**Well, then, just above- it, a little to the right, there is a 
long white house , with four small windows — below the grove of 
orange-trees." 

**I see it/' replied I; *'but what about that house, Mr. 
Chucks?" 

**Why, thereby hangs a tale," replied he, giving a sigh, 
which raised and then lowered the frill of his shirt, at least six 
inches. 

"Why, what is the mystery, Mr. Chucks?' 
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'' I '11 tell you, Mr. Simple. With one who lived In that house, 
I was for the first, and for the last time, in love." 

« Indeed ! I should lilie very much to hear the story." 
"So you shall, Mr. Simple: but I must beg that you will not 
mention it, as young gentlemen are apt to quiz; and I think that 
being quizzed hurts my authority with the man. It is now about sixteen 
years back — we were then on good terms with the Spaniards, as 
-we are now. I was then little more than thirty years old , and had 
just received my warrant as boatswain. I was considered a well- 
looking young man at that time , although lately I have , to a cer- 
tain degree , got the belter of that." 

"Well, I consider you a remarkably good-looking man now, 
Mr. Chucksi'' 

** Thank you, Mr. Simple; but nothing improves by age that I 
know of, except rum. I used to dress very smart, 'and cut the 
boatswain when I was on shore : and perhaps I had not lost so 
much of the polish I had picked up in good society. One evening, 
I was walking in the Plaza , when I saw a female ahead , who ap- 
peared to be the prettiest moulded little vessel that I ever cast my 
eyes on. I followed in her wake , and examined her ; such a clean 
run I never beheld — so neat, too, in all her rigging — every 
thing so nicely stowed under hatches. And then , she sailed along 
in such a style, at one moment lifting so lightly , just like a frigate, 
with her topsails on the caps , that can't help going along. At an- 
other time , as she turned a corner sharp up in the wind — wake as 
straight as an arrow — no leeway — I made all sail to sheer along- 
side of her, and, when under quarter, examined her close. Never 
saw such a fine swell iu the counter , and all so trim — no ropes 
towing overboard. Well, Mr. Simple, I said to myself , *D — n 
it, if her figure-head and bows be finished off by the same builder, 
she 's perfect.' So I shot ahead, and yawed a little — caught a 
peep at her through her veil , and saw two black eyes — as bright 
as beads, and as large as damsons. I saw quite enough, and not 
wishing to frighten her, I dropped astern. Shortly afterwards she 
altered her course , steering for that white house. Just as she 
was abreast of it, and I playing about her weather quarter, the 
priests came by in procession , taking the host to somebody whc 
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was jdyiog. My iitU e frigate lowered -her 4op-^lIant saHs oat of re- 
spect , as other natiousiuse^ 4o 4o , ^aad ^ogbt dow , and 'be d — d 
to them , whenever they pass^ihe flag<<^'<M England — " 

* *Haw do you mean? " linqaired I. 

"I mean that she spread her white- bandkerchief, which flat- 
tered in her hand as she went along^and knelt down upon it on one 
knee. I did .the same , beoanse I was obliged to heave-to to keep 
my station^ and I thoagbt, -that if she saw me, it woald please 
her. When she got up , 1 was on my legs also ; but in my harry^ 
I had not chosen a very clean place, and i found ont, when I got 
up again, that my white jean trowsers were in a locking mess. 
The youog lady turned round, and seeing my misfortune, laughed, 
and then went into the white house , while I stood there like a fool, 
first looking at the door «f the house, and then at my trowsers. 
However, I thought that i Blight make it tlie means of being ac- 
quainted with her, so I went to >the door and knocked. An old 
gentleman in a large cloak, who was her father, came oat; I 
pointed to my trowsers . ^nd requested him in Spanish to allow me 
a little water to dean them. Ihe daughter then came Ih)m within, 
and told her father -how the accident had happened. The old gen- 
tleman was surprised that an English officer was so good a Chris- 
tian, and appeared to be pleased. He asked me very politely to 
come in , and sent an old wooaan for^some water. I observed that 
he WAS smoking a bit of. paper , and haviog very fortunately about a 
couple of dozen of real flavaaiiabs in my pocket, (for I never 
smoke any thing else, Mr. Simple, it being my opinion that no 
^gentleman can,) I took them out, «nd begged his acceptance of 
,tbem. His eyes glistened at<the sight of them , but he refased to 
taketnore than one; hoivever, I insisted npon his taking the whole 
bundle,, telling him that I had plenty more on hoard, reserving one 
for myself, 4hat I mightsm^e it wfth him. fie then requested me 
to sit down , and the old wosaan bnMigbt some sour wine , wMcfa I 
declared was very good , ^although lt>made me quite ^ afterwards. 
He inquired of ate whether i ^asa good Christian. I rej^lied that I 
was. I knew that he meant a Cathoiie , for they call us heretics, 
Mr. Simple. The daughter (then earae in without her veil , and she 
was perfection : but I did not look aft her , or pay her any attention 
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after the first salatation , I was so afraid of making tlie old gentle- 
man suspicious. He then asked what I was — what sort of officer 
— was I captain? I replied that I was not. Was I 'tenente? which 
means lieutenant; I answered that I was not, again, htttwithan 
air of contempt, as if I was something better. What was I then ? 
I did not know the Spanish for boatswain, ^ind, to tell the truth, 
I was as^hamed of my condition. I knew that there was iin officer 
in Spain called corregidor , which means a corrector in English, or 
one who punishes. Now I thought that quite near enough for my 
purpose, and f replied that I was the corregidor. Now, Mr. 
Simple, a corregidor in Spain is a person of rank and consequence, 
so they imagined that I must be the same , and they appeared to be 
pleased. The young lady then inquired if I was of good family — 
-whether I was a gentleman or not. I replied that I hoped so. I re- 
mained with th^m for half an hour more, when my segar was 
finished ; I then rose , and thanking the old gentleman for his ci- 
yility , begged that I might be allowed to bring him a few more 
segars , and took my leave. The daughter opened the street-door, 
and I could not refrain from taking her hand and kissing it — " 

'* Where *s Mr. Chucks? call the boatswain there forward," 
hallooed out the lieutenant. 

'*H«re I am, Sir,'' replied Mr. Chucks, hastening «ft» and 
leaving me and his story. 

**The captain of the muntop reports the breast backstay much 
chafed in the serving. Go up and exaaiiDe it ," said ike first lieu- 
teoaat. 

^*Ye8, Sir," replied the boatswain , who immediately went up 
theriggmg. 

'*And, Mr. Simple, attend to the men scraping the spots off 
tha quaifeiwleck.'' 

"Yes, Sir," replied I; and thus our conversation was bro- 
ken up. 

The weather changed that night, and we had a succession of 
rain and baffling winds for sii or seven days, during which I had 
no opportunity of hearing the remainder of the boatswain's history. 
We joined the Oeet ofTToulou, closed the admiral's ship , and the 
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captain went on board to pay his respects. Wlien be returned , we 
found out, through the first lieutenant, that we were to remain 
with the fleet until the^arrival of another frigate , expected in about 
a fortnight, and then the admiral had promised that we should 
have a cruise. The second day after we had joined, we were ordered 
to form part of the in-shore squadron , consisting of two line-of- 
battle ships and four frigates. The French fleet used to come out 
and manoeuvre within range of their batteries; or, if they proceeded 
further from the shore , they took good care that they had a leading 
wind to return again into port. We had been in-shore about a 
week , every day running close in , and counting the French fleet 
in the harbour, to see that they were all safe, and reporting it to 
the admiral by signal, when one fine morning, the whole of the 
French vessels were perceived to hoist their topsails , and in less 
than and hour they were under weigh, and came out of the harbour. 
We were always prepared for action, night and day, and, indeed, 
often exchanged a shot or two with the batteries when we recon- 
noitred; the in«-shore squadron could not, of course, cope with 
the whole French fleet, and our own was about twelve miles in the 
offing, but the captain of the line-of-battle ship , who commanded 
us, hove-to as if in defiance, hoping to entice them further out. 
This was not very easy to do , as the French knew that a shift of 
wind might put it out of their power to refuse an action , which was 
what they would avoid, and what we were so anxious to bring 
about. I say we, speaking of the English, not of myself, for, 
to tell the truth , I was not so very anxious. I was not exactly 
afraid, but I had an unpleasant sensation at the noise of a cannon- 
ball, which I had not as yet got over. However, four of the French 
frigates made sail towards us, and hove-to, when within four 
miles, three or four line-of-battle ships following them, as if to 
suppoit them. Our captain made signal for permission to close 
the enemy, which was granted , with our pennants, and those of 
another frigate. We immediately made all sail, beat to quarters, 
pat out the fires , and opened the magazines. The French line-of- 
battle ships perceiving that only two of our frigates were sent against 
their four, hove-to at about the same distance from their frigates, 
as our line-of-battle ships and other frigates were from us. In the 
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mean time our main fleet continued to work in shore under a press 
of sail , and the French main fleet also gradually approached the 
detached ships. The whole scene reminded me of the tournaments 
I had read of; it was a challenge in the lists , only that the enemy 
were two to one; a fair acknowledgment on their parts of our 
superiority. In about an hour we closed so near , that the French 
frigates made sail and commenced firing. We reserved our fire 
until within a quarter of a mile , when we poured our broadside 
into the headmost frigate, eichanging with her on opposite tacks« 
The Sea-horse , who followed, also gave her a broadside. In this 
way we eichanged broadsides with the whole four, and we had 
the best of it , for they could not load so fast as we could. We 
were both ready again for the frigates as they passed us , but they 
were not ready with their broadside for the Sea-horse , who fol- 
lowed us very closely , so that they had two broadsides each , and 
we had only four in the Diomede , the Sea-horse not having one. 
Our rigging was cut up a great deal , and we had six or seven men 
wounded , but none killed. The French frigates suffered more, 
and their admiral perceiving that they were cut up a good deal, 
made a signal of recall. In the mean time we had both tacked, and 
were ranging up on the weather quarter of the stemmost frigate : 
the line-of-battle ships perceiving this , ran down with the wind, 
two points free , to support their frigates , and our in-shore squa- 
dron made all sail to support us , nearly laying up for where we 
were. But the wind was what is called at sea a soldier's wind, 
that is, blowing so that the ships could lie either way, so as to 
run out orinto the harbour, and the French frigates, in obedience 
to their orders , made sail for their fleet in-shore , the line-of- 
battle ships coming out to support them. But our captain would 
not give it up , although we all continued to near the French line- 
of-battle ships every minute — we ran in with the frigates, ex- 
changing broadsides with them as fast as we could. One of them 
lost her fore-topmast , and dropped astern , and we hoped to cut 
her off, but the others shortened sail to support her. This conti- 
nued for about twenty minutes , when the French line-of-battle 
ships were not more than a mile from us, and our own commodore 
had made the signal of our recall , for he thought that we should 
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be •overpow6r«d »d taken. B»t the Sea-hors«, irbo saw tlie 
recall «p, did not repeat ft, and our eaptain was determined not 
to seek, aad ordered the ajgnal-man not to look that way. lite 
action continued , two of the Frenefa frigates were imt to pieces, 
and complete wrecks, when Ike French Kne^f-battle ships com- 
menced firing. It was tlien high time to be off. We each of us 
poured in another broadside , and then wore round for our own 
squadron , which were about four miles oif, and rather to leeward, 
standing in to our asststance. As we wore round , our main-top- 
mast, which bad been badly wounded, fell orer the side, and 
the French perceiTing this , made all sari, with the hope of captu- 
ring us ; but the Sea-horse vemaiaed with us, and we threw up in 
the wind, and raked them until they were within two cables' 
lengths of vs. Then we stood on for our own ships. At last one 
of the iiiie-of-battle ships , which sailed as well as the frtgatesy 
eane abreasft of us, and poured in a broadside, which brought 
«TerytbiBg about oar ears, and I thought we must be taken; but 
on the contrary , although we lost several men , the captain said to 
the first lieutenant, '*Now, if they only wait a little longer, they 
4re nabbed, as sure as fate." Just at this moment, our own line- 
of-battle sWps upeoed Iheir fire, and then the tables were turned. 
The French tacked, asd stood in as fast as they eould, Ibllewed 
by the in-^sbore squadron , with the exception of our ship , which 
was too much crippled to chase them. One of their frigates had 
taken in tow the other , who bad lost her topmast , and our squa- 
dron came up with her very fast. The English fleet were also 
within three miles, standing ia, and the French fleet standing 
out, to the assistance of the other ships which bad been engaged. 
1 thought, and so did every body, that there would be a general 
action, but we were disappointed; the frigate which towed the 
other, folding that she could not escape, cast her eff, and left 
her to her fiate , which was to haul down her colours to the comroo- 
<iore of the in<«Jiore squadron. The chase was eonliniied until 
the whole of the French vessels were close under their batteries, 
and then «ur fleet returned to its station with the prize, which 
proved to be the Narcisse, of thirty-sit guns. Captain Le Pelle- 
teon. Our eaptata obtauiied a great deal of credit for his gallant 
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behavioar. "We had Ibvee men killed, wad Robkidoti, the mrd- 
shipman, and ten men wounded, some of them severely. 1 think 
this action cured me of my fear of a caenon-ball, for doriiigthe few 
days we remained with the fleets we often were fired at wiMB we 
reconnoitred , but I did not care any tfain^ for them. Aboot 4he 
lime she was expected, the frigate joined , and we had permissieo 
to part company. But before I proceed with the history of our 
crmse , I shall mention the circumstances attending a court-mar- 
tial , which took place during the time that we were with the fleet, 
our captain having been recalled from the in-shore squadron lo ait 
as one of the members I was the midshipman appointed to the cap- 
tain's gig, and remained on board of the admirars ship during 
the whole of the time that the court was sitting. Two seamen, 
one an Englishman and the other a Frenchman , were tried for de- 
sertion from one of our frigates. They had left their ship about 
three months , when the frigate captured a French privateer, and 
found them on board as part of her crew. For the Englishman, 
of course , there was no defence ; he merited the punishment of 
death, to which he was immedialdy sentenced. There may be 
some excuse for desertion , when we consider that the seamen are 
taken into the service by force , but there could be none for fight- 
ing against his country. But the case of the Frenchman was diflSer- 
ent. He was bom and bred in France, had been one of the orew 
of the Trench gun-boats at Cadiz, where he had been made a pri- 
soner by the Spaniards, and expecting his throat to be cut every 
4ay, bad contrived to escape on board 9f the frigate lying in the 
liaifaeur, and entered into o«r service, I teally believe to save his 
life. He was nearly two years in -(he frigate before he could find 
aa opportunity of deserting from her, and returning to France, 
when be joined the French privateer. Ourifig the time that bewas 
M Ibe frigate , be bore an excelknt character. The greatest point 
against bim wis, that on his arrival M Gibraltar, he had been 
offered and had received the bounty. When the Englishman was 
asked wbat he had to say in his defence, be replied that he had 
been pressed out of an American ship , Ibat be 'was an American 
born, and tliat he had never taken the bounty. Hut this was not 
true . The defence of the Freoohman -was considered 'so very good 
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J6r a person in his statioo of life , that I obtained a copy of it, 
which ran as follows : — 

''Mr. President, and Officers of the Honourable Court: — It 
is with the greatest humility that I venture to address you. I shall 
be very brief, nor shall I attempt to disprove the charges which 
have been made against me , but confine myself to a few facts , the 
consideration of which will , I trust , operate upon your feelings in 
■litigation of the punishment to which I may be sentenced for my 
fault — a fault which proceeded, not from any evil motive, but 
from an ardent love for my country. I am by birth a Frenchman ; 
my life has been spent in the service of France , until a few months 
after the revolution of Spain , when I , together with those who 
composed the French squadron at Cadiz , was made a prisoner. 
The hardships and cruel usage which I endured became insupport- 
able. I effected my escape, and after wandering about the town 
for two or three days , in hourly expectation of being assassinated, 
the fate of too many of my unfortunate countrymen ; desperate 
from famine, and perceiving no other chance of escaping from 
the town , I was reduced to the necessity of offering myself as a 
volunteer on board of an English frigate. I dared not , as I ought 
to have done , acknowledge myself to have been a prisoner, from 
the dread of being delivered up to the Spaniards. During the 
period that I served on board of your frigate, I confidently rely 
upon the captain and the officers for my character. 

** The love of our country, although dormant for a time, will 
ultimately be roused , and peculiar circumstances occurred which 
rendered the feeling irresistible. I returned to my duty, and for 
having so done, am I to be debarred from again returning to that 
country so dear to me — from again beholding my aged parents, 
who bless me in my absence — from again embracing my brothers 
and sisters -^ to end my days upon a scaffold; not for the crime 
which I did commit in entering into your service , but for an act of 
duty and repentance — that of returning to my own? Allow me 
to observe , that the charge against me is not for entering your ser- 
vice, but for having deserted from it. For the former, not even 
my misery can be brought forward but in extenuation ; for the iat- 
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ter I have a proad consciousness, ivhich will I trust be mj support 
in my extremity. 

" Gentlemen , I earnestly entreat you to consider my situation, 
and I am sure that your generous hearts will pity me. Let that love 
of your country, which now animates your breasts, and induces 
you to risk your lives and your all , now plead for me. Already 
has British humanity saved thousands of my countrymen from the 
rage of the Spaniards : let that same humanity be extended now, 
and induce my judges to add one more to the list of those who, 
although our nations are at war, if they are endowed with feeling, 
can have but one sentiment towards their generous enemy — a 
sentiment overpowering all other, that of a deep-felt gratitude."* 

Whatever may have been the effect of the address upon the 
court individually, it appeared at the time to have none upon them 
as a body. Both the men were condemned to death , and the day 
after the morrow was Gxed for their execution. I watched the two 
prisoners as they went down the side , to be conducted on board 
of their own ship. The Englishman threw himself down in the 
stefQ sheets of the boat, every minor consideration apparently 
swallowed up in the thought of his approaching end; but the 
Frenchman , before he sat down , observinf that the seat was a 
little dirty, took out his silk handkerchief, and spread it on the 
seat, that he might not soil his nankeen trowsers. 

I was ordered to attend the punishment on the day appointed* 
The sun shone so brightly, and the sky was so clear, and the wind 
80 gentle and mild , that it appeared hardly possible that it was to 
be a day of such awe and misery to the two poor men , or of such 
melancholy to the fleet in general. I pulled up my boat with the 
others belonging to the ships of the fleet, in obedience to the or- 
ders of the officer superintending, close to the fore-chains of the 
ship. I about half an hour afterwards the prisoners made their 
appearance on the scaffold , the caps were pulled over their eyes, 
and the gun fired underneath them. When*the smoke rolled away, 
the Englishman was swinging at the yard-arm, but the Frenchman 
was not; he had made a spring when the gun fired, hoping to 

* This is fact. — Author. 
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IkEeak bis neok.ai Qttce y. aiidp«lran«adtohis misery; but he fell 
on the edge of the scaffold , where he lay. We thought* that bis 
rope had gives wAy » asd it i^pcaved that he did the same , for he 
made aa liiq«iry, baft ihey. returned* him no answer; He was Itep t 
on the scafiold daring the whote hour that the Englishman re- 
mained suspended ; hi& capt had been removed , and he looked o&» 
casiooaUy at his fellow^ufferer. When- the body was lowered 
dowa, he considered tibafe his tkoe was come, and attempted to 
leap overboard. He wa&resirainedanilleftaft» where his reprieve 
was read tohiip> and' his^anas were unbound. But the effect of 
the shock was too much<for his mind; he fell down in a swoon, 
and wben he recovered, bis senses had left him , and I heard that 
he never reooverod them , but wa» sent home to be confined 
as a maoiao. I thought^ and the result proved, that it was carried 
too far. It ift not the custom-, when a man is reprieved, to tell' him 
so,, until aflter he is ouithe soaffiiM, with the inlention-that his aw- 
faUi(«atioa aithe time may moke a lasting' impression upon him 
during thei'remftindenol.bis life; b«t, aoa foreigner; he was not 
awace of our customs, and the; hour of intense feelfng which' be 
underwent was too much for^ his>rea80B^ I must say, that his cir- 
cumstance waaabwaysj^ source of^deep regret in the whole fleet, 
and that his being; aiFrenohmaB^ instead of an Englishman, in- 
creased the feeling ol commiseration. 

CHAPTER XVIL 

Ifr. Chucks' opinion on proper names — He finifibes hisrSpaniah'talk-^ 
March ofintvllecl among the warrant officers. 

Wr were all delighted, when: our signal* was hoisted to **part 
company,'* as we anticipated plen^ of prize-money under such an 
enterprising captain. We steerad'for theFhench coast, near to 
its junction with. Spain >, thci captain having orders to intercept any 
coavoysrsentlo supplf'thefii'eBcbarmy with stores and provisions. 

The.dtf after we parted company wil^ the fleet, Wr. Chucks 
finished.bis story* 

"Where was I , Mr. Simple , when I left off?" said he , as we 
took a seat upon the lon§eighteen. 
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'* TfKi h«d jost iefl the bouse after Ittviog told tliem Aat you 
vene a- eorre^^dor , and hadikiased the lady's handb" 

** Yefy troe. Well , Mr. Simple, I <yd not call there for U'o 
QC three d4iys afterwards; I did notltke;to go too; soon, especialiy 
as I saw the young lady every day m Ihe Piaza. SA» would not 
speak ta mos hut , to. make use of their expression ^ * she gave me 
her eyes / and sometimes a sweet smile. I recollect X was busy 
looking at her one day, that I tripped over my sword , and nearly 
fell on my nose , at which she hurst out a laughing." 

'* Your sword, Mr. Chucks? I thought boatswains never wore 
swords." 

**Mr. Simple, a boatswain is an ofGcer, and is entitled to a 
sword as well as the captain , although we have been laughed out 
of it by a sel of midshipman monkeys. I alvmys wore« ray sword at 
that time*; but now-a-days, a boatswain is counted as nobody, 
unlees there is hard work to do , and then it 's Mr. Ghncka this, 
apd Mr. Chueks that. BulI'lL explain to yoo: how it is, Mr. 
Simple;, that we boafiswaio& have lost so much ofconaequenoe and 
iHi^ty-, The first lieuieaaots are; made- db' the boatswain's duty 
Bow-afdays ,. and if tbeyr could only wind the: calk, they ought 
soratch the boatswain's naiiiooff half theiships- booka in his Mi^s- 
tj's service^ Butta gp oui withi my yean. Qn the foucth day, I 
caUad with my handkerchief. fuU oC segars for the fatteir, but he 
nas ai siesta , as- feheji eaUed/it. The Qldlserving^womao• would not 
leti.me: in; at first; but I shoved as dollar between heo skinny old 
fingensy. and that altered her note. She put her old- head out,, and 
looked round to- see if theee wa& anybody in thestreet to wiAlch> us^ . 
aoditheihsdie let me in andshut.the door; Iiwalkediolo the^room» 
and found rayaelf alone: with Seraphioa." 

* * Serapbina ! — whali afiDe;name ! " 

<* Mo name can be. too fine for a pretty gtrl or a good frigate, 
Mr. Simple; for my part, I 'mi very fond of these hard namea.. 
Your Bess, awiPoU, and Sue,, do very well for the Point:, or 
Castle Rag-; but in my opinion they degrade a lady. Don't you ob- 
serve, Mr. Simple, that all our gun>brigs, a sort of vessel that 
will eeataialy d^— n the inventor to all eternity, have nothing but 
low, conuaon names, such as Pincher, Thrasher, Boier, Badger 
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and all that sort, which are qaite good enough for them ; whereas 
all our dashing, saucy frigates have names as long as the main-top 
bowling, and hard enough to break your jaw — such asMelpomeny, 
Terpsichory, Arethusy, Bacchanty — fine flourishers, as long as 
their pennants which dip alongside in a calm." 

**Very true/' replied I; "but do you think, then, it is the 
same with famUy names?" 

**Most certainly, Mr. Simple. When I was in good society, 
I rarely fell in with such names as Potts, or Bell, or Smith, or 
Hodges ; it was always Mr. Fortescue, or Mr. Fitzgerald , or Mr. 
Fitzherbert — seldom bowed, Sir, to any thing under three syl- 
lables." 

**Then I presume , Mr. Chucks, you are not fond of your own 
name?" 

'* There yon touch me, Mr. Simple; but it is quite good 
enough for a boatswain ," replied Mr. Chucks with a sigh. '*I 
certainly did very wrong to impose upon people as I did , but I 've 
been severely punished for it — it has made me discontented and 
unhappy ever since. Dearly have I paid for my spree ; for there is 
nothing so miserable as to have ideas above your station in life, 
Mr. Simple. But I must make sail again. I was three hours with 
Seraphina before her father came home , and during that time I 
never was quietly at an anchor for above a minute. I was on my 
knees, vowing and swearing, kissing her feet, and kissing her 
hand , till at last I got to her lips , working my way up as regularly 
as one who gets in at the hawsehole and crawls aft to the cabin 
windows. She was very kind, and she smiled , and sighed, and 
pushed me oif, and squeezed my hand , and was angry — frown- 
ing till I was in despair, and then making me happy again with her 
melting dark eyes beaming kindly , till at last she said that she 
would try to love me , and asked me whether I would marry her 
and live in Spain. I replied that I would ; and , indeed , I felt as 
if I could , only at the time the thought occurred to me where the 
rhino was to come from , for I could not live , as her father did, 
upon a paper segar and a piece of melon per day. At all events, as 
far as words went, it was a settled thing. When her father came 
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home , the old servant told him that I had just at that moment ar- 
iJTed , and that his daughter was in her own room ; so she was, 
for she ran away as soon as she heard her father knock. I made my 
bow to the old gentleman , and gave him the segars. He was 
serious at first, but the sight of them put him into good humour, 
and in a few minutes Donna Seraphina (they call a lady a Donna in 
Spain) came in saluting me ceremoniously, as if we had not been 
kissing; for the hour together. I did not remain long, as it was 
getting late , so I took a glass of the old gentleman's sour wine, 
and walked off, with a request from him to call again, the young 
lady paying me little or no attention during the time that I re- 
mained , or at my departure." 

^* Well , Mr. Chucks," observed I, "it appears to me that she 
was a very deceitful young person." 

"So she was, Mr. Simple; but a man in love can't see, and 
1 11 tell you why. If he wins the lady , he is as much in love with 
himself as with her, because he is so proud of his conquest. That 
was my case. If I had had my eyes , I might have seen , that she 
who could cheat her old father for a mere stranger, veould certainly 
deceive him in his turn. But if love makes a man blind , vanity, 
Mr. Simple, makes him blinder. In short, I was an ass." 

"Never mind , Mr. Chucks , there was a good excuse for it." 

"Well, Mr. Simple, I met her again and again, until I was 
madly in love, and the father appeared to be aware of what was 
going on, and to have no objection. However, he sent for a 
priest to talk with me, and I again said that I was a good Catholic. 
I told him that I was in love with the young lady , and would marry 
her. The father made no objection on my promisiog to remain iu 
Spain , for he would not part with his only daughter. And there 
again I was guilty of deceit, first, in making a promise I did not 
Intend to keep, and then in pretending that I was a Catholic. 
Honesty is the best policy, Mr. Simple, in the long run, you 
may depend upon it." 

" So my father has always told me, and I have believed him," 
replied I. 

*' Well, Sir, I am ashamed to say that I did worse; for thp 
priest, after the thing was settled, asked me whether I had co' 

Peter Simple, 9 
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fessed lately. I knew what he meant, and answered that I had 
not. He motioned me down on my knees ; but as I could not 
speak Spanish enough for that, I mumbled-jumbled something 
or another, half Spanish and half English, and ended with pat- 
ting four dollars in his hand for carita, which means charity. He 
was satisfied at the end of my confession , whatever he might have 
been at the beginning, and gave me absolution, although he could 
not have understood what my crimes were ; but four dollars , Mr. 
Simple, will pay for a deal of crime in that country. And now. 
Sir, comes the winding-up of this business. Seraphina told me 
that she was going to the opera with some of her relations, and 
asked me if I would be there ; that the captain of the frigate, and 
all the other officers were going , and that she wished me to go with 
her. You see, Hr. Simple, although Seraphina*s father was so 
poor, that a mouse would have starved in his house, still he was 
of good family, and connected with those who were much better 
off. He was a Don himself, and had fourteen or fifteen long 
names, which I forget now. I refused to go with her, as I knew 
that the service would not permit a boatswain to sit in an opera- 
box , when the captain and first lieutenant were there. I told her 
that I had promised to go on board and look after the men while 
the captain went on shore; thus, as you Ml see, Mr. Simple, 
making myself a man of consequence, only to be more mortified 
in the end. After she had gone to the opera, I was very uncom- 
fortable : I was afraid that the captain would see her, and take a 
fancy to her. I walked up and down , outside , until I was so fvM 
of love and jealousy , that I determined to go into the pit, and see 
what she was about. I soon discovered her in a box, with some 
other ladies, and with them were my captain and first lieutenant. 
The captain, who spoke the language well , was leaning over her, 
talking and laughing, and she was smiling at what he said. I re- 
solved to leave immediately , lest she should see me, and discover 
that I had told her a falsehood ; but they appeared so intimate that 
I became so jealous I could not quit the theatre. At last she per- 
ceived me , and beckoned her hand ; I looked very angry , and left 
the theatre ^^ursing like a madman. It appeared that she pointed 
me out to the captain, and asked him who I was; he told her my 
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real sitaation on board, and spoke of me with contempt. She 
asked \('hether I was not a man of family; at this the captain and 
first lieutenant both burst out laughing, and said that I was a com- 
mon sailor who had been promoted to a higher rank for good be- 
haviour — not exactly an officer, and any thing but a gentleman. 
In short, Mr. Simple, I was blomnupon; and although the cap- 
tain said more than was correct, as I learnt afterwards through the 
officers, still I deserved it. Determined to know the worst, I 
remained outside till the opera was over, when I saw her come out, 
the captain and tirst lieutenant walking with the party — so that I 
could not speak with her. I walked to a posada (that 's an inn), 
and drank seven bottles «of rosolio to keep myself quiet; then I 
went onl)oard , and the second lieutenant , who was commanding 
officer, put me under arrest for being intoxicated. It was a week 
before I was released ; and yon can't imagine what I suffered, 
Mr. S^nple. At last I obtained leave to go on shore, and I went 
to the house to decide my fate. The old woman opened the door, 
and then calling me a thief, slammed it in my face ; as I retreated, 
Donna Scraphina came to the window, and , waving her hand with 
a contemptuous look, said, *Go, and God be with you, Mr. 
Gentleman.' I returned on board in such a rage; and if I could 
have persuaded the gunner to have given me a ball cartridge I 
should have shot myself through the head. What made the matter 
worse , I was laughed at by every body in (he ship , for the captain 
and first lieutenant had made tbe story public." 

*'Well, Mr. Chucks," replied I, *'I cannot help being sorry 
for you, although you certainly deserved to be punished for your 
dishonesty. Was that the end of the affair ? " 

"As far as I was concerned, it was, Mr. Simple; but not as 
respected others. The captain took my place, but without the 
knowledge of the father. After all, they neither had great reason 
to rejoice at the exchange." 

''How so , Mr. Chucks — what do you mean?" 

''Why, Mr. Simple, the captain did not make an honest 
woman of her, as I would have done; and the father discovered 
what was. going on, and one night the captain was brought on 
board run through tbe body. We sailed immediately for Gibral- 

9* 
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tar, and it was a long while before he got ronivi again : and then 
he had another misfortune/' 

•'What was that?*' 

''Why, he lost his boatswain, Mr. Simple; for I could not 
bear the sight of him — and then he lost (as you must know, not 
from your own iLuowiedge , but from that of others,) a boatswain 
who knows his duty." 

' 'Every one says so , Mr. Chucks. I 'm sure that our captain 
would be very sorry to part with you." 

''I trust that every captain has been, with whom I We sailed, 
Mr. Simple. But that was not all he lost, Mr. Simple; for the 
next cruise he lost his masts : and the lots of his masts occasioned 
the loss of his ship , since which he has never been trusted with 
another, but is laid on the shelf. I>(ow he never carried away a 
spar of any consequence during the whole time that I was with him. 
A mast itself is nothing , Mr. Simple — only a piece of wood r- 
but Ot your rigging properly, and then a mast is strong as a rock. 
Only ask Mr. Faulkner , and he '11 tell you the same ; and I never 
met an officer who knew better how to support a mast.' 

**Did you ever hear any more of the young lady?' 

'•Yes; about a year afterwards, I returned there in another 
ship. She had been shut up in a convent, and forced to take the 
veil. Oh , Mr. Simple ! if you knew how I loved that girl ! 1 hvm 
never been more than polite to a woman since , aud shall die a 
bachelor. You can't think how I was capsized the other day, when 
I looked at the house; I have hardly touched beef or pork since, 
and am in debt two quarts of rum more than my allowance. But, . 
Mr. Simple, I have told you this in confidence, and I trust you I 

are too much of a gentleman to repeat it ; for I cannot bear quijt- 
zing from young midshipmen." 

I promised that I would not mention it, and I kept my word ; 
but circumstances which the reader will learn in the sequel have 
freed me from the condition. Nobody can quiz him now. I 

We gained our station off the coast of Perpignan ; and as soon | 

as we made the land , we were most provokingly driven off by a 
severe gale. I am not about to make any remarks about the gale, , 

for one storm is so like another; but I mention it to account for a | 
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conversation which took place , and with which I was very much 
amused. I was near to the captain when he sent for Mr. Muddle, 
the carpenter, who had been up to examine the main-topsail yard, 
which had been reported as sprung. 

"Well, Mr. Muddle," sa|d the captain. 
"Sprung, Sir, most decidedly; but I think we '11 be able to 
mitigate it." 

"Will you be able to secure it for the present, Mr. Muddle?" 
replied the captain rather sharply. 

' ' We '11 mitigate it , Sir , in half an hour." 
" I wish that you would use common phrases , when you speak 
to me, Mr. Muddle. I presume, by mitigate, you mean to say 
that you can secure it. Do you mean so , Sir, or do you not?" 

"Yes, Sir, that is what I mean , most decidedly. I hope no 
oiffence , Captain Savage ; but I did not intend to displease you by 
my language." 

"Very good, Mr. Muddle," replied the captain; **it 's the 
first time that I have spoken to you on the subject, recollect that it 
will be the last." 

^'The first time ! " replied the carpenter, who could not forget 
his philosophy ; "I beg your pardon , Captain Savage — you found 
just the same fault with me on this quarter-deck %lfiJ% years ago, 
and—" 

"If I did, Mr. Muddle," interrupted the captain, very an- 
grily, ** depend upon it that at the same time I ordered you to go 
aloft, and attend to your duty, instead of talking nonsense on the 
quarter-deck; and although, as you say, you and I cannot re- 
collect it, if you did not obey that order instantaneously, I also 
put you in confinement, and obliged you to leave the ship as soon 
as she returned to port. Do you understand me , Sir? " 

"I rather think, Sir," replied the carpenter, humbly touching 
\a.s hat, and walking to the main rigging, "that no such thing 
took place, for I went up immediately, as I do now; and," con- 
tinued the carpenter, who was incurable, as he ascended the 
rigging, " as I shall again in another 27,672 years." 

"That man is incorrigible with his confounded i^onsense/ 
d>served the captain to the first lieutenant. "Every mast in f 
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ship would go over the side, provided he could get any one to 
listen to his ridiculous theory." 

'* He is not a bad carpenter, Sir /' replied the first lieutenant 

"He is not," rejoined the captain; '*bot there is a time for 
all things." 

Just at this moment, the boatswain came down the rigging. 

** Well; Mr. Chucks, what do you think of the yard? Must we 
shift it?" inquired the captain. 

*'At present. Captain Savage," replied the boatswain, "I 
consider it to be in a state which may be called precarious , and 
not at all permanent; but, with a little human exertion, four 
fathom of three-inch, and half-a-dozen tenpenny nails, it may 
last, for all I know, until it is time for it to be sprung again." 

* 'I do not understand you , Mr. Chucks ; I know no time when 
a yard ought to be sprung." 

''I did not refer to our time. Sir," replied the boatswain, 
*• but to the 27,67;i years of Mr. Muddle , when — " 

**Go forward immediately, Sir, and attend to your duty," 
cried the captain in a very angry voice ; and then he said to the first 
lieutenant, **I believe the warrant officers are going mad. Who 
ever heard a boatswain use such language — * precarious and not 
at all permanent?' His stay in the ship will become so , if he does 
not mind what he is about." 

**He is a very odd character, Sir," replied th6 first lieute- 
nant ; *' but I have no hesitation in saying that he is the best boat- 
swain in bis Majesty's service." 

**1 believe so too," replied the captain; "but — well, every 
one has his faults. Mr. Simple, what are you about. Sir?" 

*^ I was listening to what you said," replied I, touchfng my haL 

•*I admire your candour. Sir," replied he, **but advise you 
to discontinue the practice. Walk over to leeward. Sir, and 
attend to your duty." 

When I was on the other side of the deck , I looked round , and 
saw the captain and first lieutenant both laughing. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

1 go away on service, am wounded and taken prisoner with O'Brien -^ 
Diamond cut diamond between the O'Briens — Get into comfortable 
quarters — My first interview with Celeste. 

And DOW I have to relate an event, which, young as I was ftt 
the time , will be found to have seriously affected me in after-life. 
How little do we know what to-morrow may bring forth ! We had 
regained our station , and for some days had been standing off and 
on the coast, when one morning at day-break, we found ourselves 
about four miles from the town of Cette, and a large convoy of 
vessels coming round a point. We made all sail in chase, and 
they anchored close in-shore, under a battery , which we did not 
discover until it opened fire upon us. The shot struck the frigate 
two or three times, for the water was smooth, and the battery 
nearly level with it. The captain tacked the ship , and stood out 
again, until the boats were hoisted out, and all ready to pull on 
shore and storm the battery. O'Brien , who was the officer com- 
manding the first cutter on service, was in his boat, and I again 
obtained permission from him to smuggle myself into it. 

**I^ow, Peter, let 's see what kind of a fish you 'II bring on 
board this time," said he, alter we had shoved off; **ormaybe, 
the fish will not let you off quite so easy." The men in the boat all 
laughed at this, and I replied, **That I must be more seriously 
wounded than I was last time, to be made a prisoner." We r&n 
on shore, amidst the fire of the gun-boats , who protected the con- 
voy, by which we lost three men, and made for the battery, which 
we took without opposition , the French artillery-men rMuning out 
as we ran in. The directions of the captain were very positive, 
not to remain in the battery a minute after it was taken , but to 
board the gun-boats, leaving only one of the small boats, with the 
armourer to spike the guns , for the captain was aware that there 
were troops stationed along the coast, who might come down upon 
us , and beat us off. The first lieutenant , who commanded , de- 
sired O'Brien to remain with the first cutter, and after the ar- 
mourer had spiked the guns, as officer of the boat he was to shor 
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off imipediately. O'Brien and I remained in the battery with the 
armourer, the boat's crew being ordered down to the boat, to 
keep her afloat, and ready to shove off at a moment's warning. 
We had spiked all the guns but one , when all of a sudden a YoUey 
of musketry was poured upon us , which killed the armourer and 
wounded me in the leg, above the knee. I fell down by O'Brien, 
who cried out, '*By the powers! here they are, and one gun not 
spiked." He jumped down , wrenched the hammer from the ar- 
mourer's hand, and seizing a nail from the bag, in a few mo- 
ments he had spiked the gun. At this time I heard the tramping 
of the French soldiers advancing, when O'Brien threw away the 
hammer, and lifting me upon his shoulders ^ cried, ** Come along, 
Peter, my boy," and made for the boat as fast as he could ; but 
he was too late; he had not got half way to the boat, before he 
was collared by two French soldiers, and dragged back into the 
battery. The French troops then advanced , and kept up a smart 
fire; our cutter escaped, and joined the other boat , who had cap- 
tured the gun-boats and convoy with little opposition. Our large 
boats had carronades mounted in their bows , and soon returned 
the fire with round and grape , which drove the French troops back 
into the battery, where they remained , popping at our men under 
cover, until most of the vessels were taken out : those which they 
could not man ^ere burnt. In the mean time, O'Brien had been 
taken into the battery , with me on his back : but as soon as he was 
there, he laid me gently down, saying, ''Peter, my boy, as 
long as you were under my charge , I 'd carry you through thick 
and thin; but now that you are under the charge of these French 
beggars, why let them carry you. Every man his own bundle, 
Peter , that 's fair play ; so if they think you 're worth the carrying, 
let them bear the weight of ye." 

*' And suppose tl^ey do not, O'Brien, will you leave me here?" 

•*Will I lave you, Peter! not if I can help it, my boy; but 

they wo'n't leave you , never fear them ; prisoners are so scarce 

with them, that they would not leave the captain's monkey, if he 

were taken." 

As soon as our boats were clear of their'musketry , the com- 
manding officer of the French troops examined the guns in the bat- 
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tery , with the hope of reaching them ,' and was very much annoyed 
to find that every one of them was spiked. ** He 'II look sharper 
than a magpie before he finds a clear touchhole, I expect," said 
O'Brien , as he watched the officer. And here I must observe, 
that O'Brien showed .great presence of mind in spiking the last 
gan; for, had they had one gun to fire at our boats, towing out 
the prizes, /hey must have done a great deal of mischief to them, 
and we should have lost a great many men ; but in so doing, and 
in the attempt to save me, he sacrificed himself, and was taken 
prisoner. When the troops ceased firing, the commanding officer 
came up to O'Brien, and looking at him, said, "Officer?" to 
which O'Brien nodded his head. He then pointed to me -^ " Of- 
ficer?" O'Brien nodded bis head again, at which the French 
troops laughed, as O'Brien told me afterwards, because I was 
what they called an errant ^ which means an infant. I was very 
Stiff and faint, and could not walk. The officer who commanded 
the troops left a detachment in the battery, and prepared to return 
to Cette , from whence they came. O'Brien walked , and I was 
carried on three muskets by six of the French soldiers , — not a 
very pleasant conveyance at any time , but in my state excessively 
painful. However, I must say, that they were very kind to me, 
and put a great coat or something under my wounded leg, for I 
was in an agony, and fainted several times. At last they brought 
me some water to drink. O how delicious it was ! I have often 
thought since , when I have been in company , where people fond 
of good living have smacked their lips at their claret , that if they 
could only be wounded , and take a cup of water , they would then 
know what it was to feel a beverage grateful. In about an hour 
and a half, which appeared to me to be five days at the least, we 
arrived at the town of Cette , and I was taken up to the house of 
the officer who commanded the troops , and who had often looked 
at me as I was carried there from the battery, saying, ^^Pauvre 
et\fantl" I was put on a bed , where I again fainted away. When 
I came to my senses, I found a surgeon had bandaged my leg, 
and that I had been undressed. O'Brien was standing by me, 
and I believe that he haM been crying, for he thought that I was 
dead. When I looked him in the face, he said, ** Pater, you 
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baste , how yon frightened me : bad luck to me if ever I take 
charge of another youngster. What did you sham dead for? " 

''I am better now, O'Brien," replied I: ** how much I am in- 
debted to you ! you have been made prisoner in trying to save me." 
^^I have been made prisoner in doing my duty, in one shape 
or another. If that fool of an armourer hadn't held his hammer so 
tight , after he was dead, and it was of no use to him, I should have 
been clear enough, and so would you have been: but, however, 
all this is nothing at all, Peter; as far as I can see, the life of a 
man consists in getting into scrapes , and getting out of them. By 
the blessing of God, we 've managed the first, and by the blessing 
of God we '11 manage the second also; so be smart, my honey, 
and get well , for although a man may escape by running away on 
two legs , I never heard of a boy who hopped out of a French prison 
upon one." 

I squeezed the offered hand of O'Brien , and looked round me ; 
the surgeon stood at one side of the bed, and the officer who com- 
manded the troops at the other. At the head of the bed was a little 
girl about twelve years old , who held a cup in her hand , out of 
which something had been poured down my throat. I looked at 
her, and she had such pity in her face, which was remarkably 
handsome , that she appeared to me as an angel , and 1 turned 
round as well as I could, that I might look at her alone. She of* 
fered me the cup , which I should have refused from any one but 
her, and I drank a little. Another person then came into the room, 
and a conversation took place in French. 

**I wonder what they mean to do with us ," said I to O'Brien. 
'* Whist, hold your tongue," replied he; and then he leaned 
over me , and said in a whisper , * ' I understand all they say ; don't 
you recollect, I told you that I learnt the language after I was kilt 
and buried in the sand, in South America?" After a little more 
conversation , the officer and the others retired , leaving nobody 
but the little girl and O'Brien in the room. 

'*It 's a message from the governor," said O'Brien, as soon 
as they were gone , ** wishing the prisoners to be sent to the gaol in 
the citadel , to be examined ; and the officer says , (and he 's a real 
gentleman, as far as I can judge,) that you're but a baby, and 
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badly wounded in the bargain, and that it would be a shame not to 
leave you to die in peace ; so I presume , that I '11 part company 
from you very soon." 

**I hope not, O'Brien," replied I; **if you go to prison, I 
will go also, for I will not leave you, who are my best friend, to 
remain with strangers; I should not be half so happy, although I 
might have more comforts in my present situation/' 

*' Pater , my boy, I am glad to see that your heart is in the right 
place, as I always' thought it was, or I wouldn't have taken you 
under my protection. We '11 go together to prison , my jewel, 
and I '11 fish at the bars with a bag and a long string, just by way 
of recreation , and to pick up a little money to buy you all manner 
of nice things ; and when you get well , you shall do it yourself, 
mayhap you 'U have better luck, as Peter your namesake had, 
who was a fisherman before you. There 's twice as much room in 
one of the cells as there is in a midshipman's berth , my boy; and 
the prison yards, where you are allowed to walk, will make a dozen 
quarter-decks , and no need of touching your hat out of respect 
when you go into it. When a man has been cramped up on board 
of a man-of-war, where midshipmen are stowed away like pil- 
chards in a cask, he finds himself quite at liberty in a prison, Peter. 
But somehow or another, I think we mayn't be parted yet, fori 
beard the officer, (who appears to be a real gentleman , and worthy 
to have been an Irishman born ,) say to the other, that he 'd ask the 
governor for me to stay with you on parole, until you are well 
again." The little girl handed me the lemonade , of which I drank 
a little, and then I felt very faint again. I laid my head on the 
pillow, and O'Brien having left ofi* talking, I was soon in a com- 
fortable sleep. In an hour I was awakened by the return of the of- 
ficer, who was accompanied by the surgeon. The officer addressed 
O'Brien in French , who shook his head as before. 

*' Why don't you answer, O'Brien," said I, ** since you under- 
stand him?" 

« Peter, recollect that I cannot speak a word of their lingo; 

then I shall know what they say before us , and they wo'n't mind 

what they say, supposing I do not understand them." 

'«But is that honest, O'Brien?' 
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**Is it honest you mean? if I had a five-pound note in my 
pocket, and don't choose to show it to every fellov that I meet — 
is that dishonest?" 

" To be sure it 's not." 

*' And a'n't that what the lawyers call a case in pint?" 

* * Well , " replied I , * * if you wish it , I shall of course say no- 
thing ; but I think that I should tell them , especially as they are so 
kind to us." 

During this conversation, the officer occasionally spoke to the 
surgeon, at the same time eyeing us , I thought, very hard. Two 
other persons then came into the room ; one of them addressed 
O'Brien in very bad English , saying, that he was interpreter, and 
would beg him to answer a few questions. He then inquired the 
name of our ship , number of guns , and how long we had been 
cruising. Alter that, the force of the English fleet, and a great 
many other questions relative to them ; all of which were put in 
French by the person who came with him , and the answers trans- 
lated and taken down in a book. Some of the questions O'Brien 
answered correctly, to others he pleaded ignorance; and to some 
he asserted what was not true. But I did not blame him for that, 
as it was his duty not to give information to the enemy. At last 
they asked my name , and rank , which O'Brien told them. '< Was 
I noble?" 

"Yes," replied O'Brien. 

"Don't say so, O'Brien," interrupted!. 

"Peter, you know nothing about it; you are grandson to a 
lord." 

"I know that, but still I am not noble myself, although de- 
scended from him; therefore pray don't say so." 

"Bother! Pater, I have said it, and I wo'n't unsay it; besides, 
Pater, recollect it 's a French question , and in France you would 
be considered noble. At all events , it can do no harm." 

"I feel too ill to talk, O'Brien ; but I wish you had not said so." 

They then inquired O'Brien's name, which he told them: his 
rank in the service , and olso whether he was noble. 

"I am an O'Brien," replied he ; "and pray what 's the mean- 
ing of the before my name, if I 'm not noble? however, Mr. In- 
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terpreter, jon may add, that we have dropped our title because 
it 's not coDvanient." The French officer burst out into a loud 
laugh , which surprised us very much. The interpreter had great 
difficulty in explaining what O'Brien said ; but as O'Brien told me 
afterwards , the answer was put down doubtful. 

They all left the room except the officer, who then , to our as- 
tonishment, addressed us in good English — ** Gentlemen, I have 
obtained permission from the governor for you to remain in my 
house, until Mr. Simple is recovered. Mr. O'Brien , it is neces- 
sary that I should receive your parole of honour, that you will not 
attempt to escape. Are you willing to give it? " 

O'Brien was quite amazed; ** Murder an' Irish," cried he; 
"so you speak English, colonel. It was not very genteel of you 
not to say so, considering how we 've been talking our little se- 
crets together." 

** Certainly, Mr. O'Brien, not more necessary," replied the 
officer, smiling, "than for you to tell me that you understood 
French." 

**0 bother!" cried O'Brien, **how nicely I 'm caught io my 
own trap! You 're an Irishman , sure?" 

*'I 'm of Irish descent," replied the officer, '^andmyuame, 
as well as yours, is O'Brien. I was brought up in this country, 
not being permitted to serve my own , and retain the religion of my 
forefathers. I may now be considered as a Frenchman , retaining 
nothing of my original country, except the language, which my 
mother taught me , and a warm feeling towards the English wher- 
enrer I meet them. But to the question , Mr. O'Brien , will you 
give your parole?" 

'^The word of an Irishman <, and the hand to boot," replied 
O'Brien, shaking the colonel by the hand; **and you are more 
than doubly sure, for I '11 never go away and leave little Peter here ; 
and as for carrying him on my back, I 've had enough of that al- 
ready." 

''It is sufficient," replied the colonel. '*Mr. O'Brien , I will 
make you as comfortable as I can ; and when you are tired of at- 
tending your friend, my little daughter shall take your place 
You '11 find her a kind little nurse , Mr. Simple." 
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1 could not refraia from tears at the colonel's kindness : he 
shook me by the hand ; and telling O'Brien that dinner was ready, 
he called up his daughter, the little girl who had attended me be* 
fore, and desired her to remain in the room. *' Celeste," said he, 
** you understand a little English ; quite enough to find out what he 
is in want of. Go and fetch your work, to amuse yourself when 
he is asleep." Celeste went out , and returning with her embroi- 
dery , . sat down by the head of the bed : the colonel and O'Brien 
then quitted the room. Celeste then commenced her embroidery, 
and as her eyes were cast down upon her work , I was able to look 
at her without her observing it. As I said before, she was a very 
beautiful little girl; her hair was light brown, eyes very large, and 
eyebrows drawn as with a pair of compasses ; her nose and moulh 
were also very pretty; but it was not so much her features as the 
expression of her countenance, which was so beautiful, so modest, 
so sweet, and so intelligent. When she smiled, which she almost 
always did when she spoke , her teeth were like two rows of little 
pearis. 

I had not looked at her long, before she raised her eyes from 
her work, and perceiving that I was looking at her, said, '*Yoa 
want — something — want drink — I speak very little English." 

*' Nothing, I thank ye," replied I: ^*I only want to go to sleep." 

**Then — shut — your eye," replied she, smiling; and she 
went to the window, and drew down the blinds to darken the room. 
But I could not sleep ; the remembrance of what had occdrred — 
in a few hours wounded, and a prisoner — the thought of my father 
and mother's anxiety; with the prospect of going to a prison and 
close confinement, as soon as I was recovered, passed in succes- 
sion in my mind, and, together with the actual pain of my wound, 
prevented kne from obtaining any rest. The little girl several times 
opened the curtain to ascertain whether I slept or wanted anything, 
and then as softly retired. In the evening, the surgeon called 
again ; he felt my pulse, and directing cold applications to my leg, 
which had swelled considerably , and was becoming very painful, 
told Colonel O'Brien , that, although I had considerable fever, I 
was doing as well as could be expected under the circumstances. 
But I shall not dwell upon my severe sufferings for a fortnight, 
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after which the ball was extracted ; nor apon how carefully I was 
watched by O'Brien, the colonel, and liltle Celeste, during my 
peevishness and irritation, arising from pain and fever. I felt 
grateful to them , but particularly to Celeste , who seldom quitted 
me for more than half an hour; and, as I gradually recovered, 
tried all she could to amuse me. 

CHAPTER XIX. 

We remove to very unpleasant quarters — Birds of a feather wo'n't al- 
ways flock together — O'Brien cuts a cutter midshipman , and gets a 
taste of French steel— Altogether ^o* work— A walk into the interior. 

As soon as I was well enough to attend to my little nurse , we 
became very intimate , as might be expected. Our chief employ- 
ment was teaching each other French and English. Having the ad- 
vantage of me in knowing a little before we met, and also being 
much quicker of apprehension, she very soon began to speak Eng- 
lish fluently, long before I could make out a short sentence in 
French. However, as it was our chief employment, and both 
were anxious to communicate with each other, I learnt it very fast. 
In five weeks I was out of bed , and could limp about the room ; 
and before two months were over, I was quite recovered. The co- 
lonel, however, would not report me to the governor; I remained 
on a sofn during the day, but at dusk I stole out of the house , and 
walked about with Celeste. I never passed such a happy time as 
the last fortnight; the only drawback was the remembrance that! 
should soon have to exchange it for a prison. I was more easy 
about my father and mother, as O'Brien bad written to them, assu- 
ring tl^em that I was doing well ; and besides , a few days after our 
capture, the frigate had run in , and sent a flag of truce to inquire 
if we were alive or made prisoners; at the same time Captain Sa- 
vage sent on shore all our clothes^ and two hundred dollars in cash 
for our use. I knew that-even if O'Brien's letter did not reach 
them, they were sure to hear from Captain Savage that I was doing 
Well. But the idea of parting with Celeste, towards whom I felt 
such gratitude and affection, was most painful ; and when I talked 
about it, poor Celeste would cry so much, that I could not help 
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joining her, although I kissed away her tears. At the end of twelve 
weeks , the surgeon could no longer withhold his report, and we 
were ordered to be ready in two days to march to Toulon, where 
we were to join another party of prisoners^ to proceed with them 
into the interior. I must pass over our parting, which the reader 
may imagine was very painful. I promised to write to Celeste, and 
she promised that she would answer my letters, if it were pe^ 
mitted. We shook hands with Colonel O'firien, thanking him for 
his kindness , and much to his regret , we were taken in charge by 
two French cuirassiers, who were waiting at the door. As wa 
preferred being continued on parole until our arrival at Toulon, 
the soldiers were not at all particular about watching us : and we 
set off on* horseback , O'firien and I going first, and the French 
cuirassiers following us in the rear. 

We trotted, or walked, along the road very comfortably. The 
weather was delightful ; we were in high spirits , and almost forgot 
that we were prisoners. The cuirassiers followed us at a distance 
of twenty yards, conversing with each other, and O'Brien observed 
that it was amazingly genteel of the French governor to provide us 
with two servants in such handsome liveries. The evening of the 
second day we arrived at Toulon , and as soon as we entered the 
gates, we were delivered into the custody of an officer, with a very 
sinister cast of countenance, who, after some conversation with 
the cuirassiers , told us in a surly tone that our parole was at an 
end, and gave us in charge of a corporal's guard, with directions 
to conduct us to the prison near the Arsenal. We presented the 
euirassiers with four dollars each, for their civility, and were then 
hurried away to our place of captivity. I observed to O'Brien, that 
I was afraid that we must now bid farewell to any thing like; plea- 
sure. * * You 're right there , Peter ,^' replied he ; ' * but there 's a 
certain jewel called Hope, that somebody found at the bottom of 
his chest, when it was clean empty, and so we must not lose sight 
of it, but try and escapees soon as we can; but the less we talk 
about it the better." In a few minutes we arrived at our destina* 
tion: the door was opened, ourselves and our bundles (for we 
had only selected a few things for our march , the colonel promi-r 
sing to forward the remainder as soon as we wrote to inform him to 
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which d^pAt we were consigned ,) were radely shoved in ; and as 
the doors again closed, and the heavy bolts were shot, I felt a 
creeping, chilly, sensation, pass through my whole body. 

As soon as we could see — for although the prison was not very 
dark, yet so suddenly thrown in , after the glare of a bright sun- 
shiny day, at first we could distinguish nothing — we found our- 
selves in company with about thirty English sailors. Most of them 
were sitting down on the pavement , or on boxes , or bundles con- 
taining their clothes that they had secured , conversing with each 
other , or playing at cards or draughts. Our entrance appeared to 
excite^ittle attention ; after having raised their eyes to indulge 
their curiosity, they continued their pursuits. I have often thought 
what a feeling of selfishness appeared to pervade the whole of 
them. At the time 1 was shocked , as I expected immediate sym- 
pathy and commiseration ; but afterwards I was not surprised. 
Many of these poor fellows had been months in the prison, and a 
short confinement.will produce that indi£ference to the misfortunes 
of others which I then observed. Indeed, one man, who was 
playing at cards, looked up for a moment as we came in, and 
cried out, **Hurrah, my lads! the more the merrier," as if he 
really was pleased to find that there were others who were as un- 
fortunate as himself. We stood looking at the groups for about 
ten minutes, when O'Brien observed, '*tbat we might as well 
come to an anchor, foul ground being belter than no bottom;" 
80 we sat down in a corner, upon our bundles, where we remained 
for more than an hour, surveying the scene, without speaking a 
word to each other. I could not speak — I felt so very miserable. 
1 thought of my father and mother in England^ of my captain and 
my messaiates, who were sailing about so happily in the frigate, 
of the kind Colonel O'Brien , and dear little Celeste , and the tears 
trickled down my cheeks as these scenes'of former happiness passed 
through my mind in quick succession. O'Brien did not speak but 
once , and then he only said , <* This is dull work , Peter." 

We had been in the prison about two hours, when a lad in a 
very greasy, ragged jacket, with a pale emaciated face , came up 
tons, and said, ''1 perceive by your uniforms that you are both 
ofllcers , as well as myself." 
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O'Brien stared at him for a little while, and then answered, 
** Upon my soul and honoor, then, yon 've the advantage of us; 
for it 's more than I could perceive in you ; hut I 'U take your «rord 
for it. Pray what sliip may have had the misfortune of losing such 
a credit to the service? " 

''Why, I belonged to the Snapper cutter," replied the young 
lad I* '' I was taken in a prize , which the commanding officer had 
given in my charge to take to Gibraltar: but they wo'n't believe 
that I 'm an officer. I have applied for officer's allowance and ra- 
tions , and they wo 'n't give them to me." 

'*Well, but they know that we are officers," replied O'Brien : 
'' why do they shove us in here , with the common seamen?" 

''I suppose you are only put in here for the present," replied 
the cutter's midshipman ; *'bnt why I cannot tell." 

Nor could we, until afterwards, when we found out, as our 
narrative will show , that the officer who received Us from the cui^ 
rassiers had once quarrelled with Colonel O'Brien, who first pulled 
his nose , and afterwards ran him through the body. Being told by 
the cuirassiers that we were much esteemed by Colonel O'Brien^ 
he resolved to annoy us as much as he could ; and when he sent up 
the document announcing our arrival, he left out the word " Offi- 
cers," and put us in confinement with the common seamen. '*It 's 
very hard upon me not to have my regular allowance as an officer,* 
continued the midshipman. ** They only give me a black loaf and 
three sous a-day. If I had had my best uniform on , they never 
would have disputed my being an officer; but the scoundrels who 
retook the prize , stole all my traps , and I have nothing but this 
old jacket." 

**Why, then," replied O'Brien , "you '11 know the value of 
dress for the future. You cutter and gun-brig midshipmen go 
about in such a dirty state, that you are hardly acknowledged by us 
who belong to frigates to be officers , much less gentlemen. You 
look so dirty and so slovenly when we pass you in the dock-yard^ 
that we give you a wide berth ; how then can you suppose strangers 
to believe that you are either officers or gentlemen? Upon my con- 
science, I absolve the Frenchmen from all prejudice, for, as tc 
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your beiog an ofticer, we, as Engiishmen, have nothing bat your 
bare word for it." 

*'Well, it's very hard," replied the lad , "to be attacked this 
way by a brother officer ; your coat will be as shabby as mine , be- 
fore you have been here long." 

**That's very true, my darling," returned O'Brien ; ''but at 
least I shall have the pleasant reflection that I came in as a gentle- 
man , although I may not exactly go out under the same appear- 
ance. Good night, and pleasant dreams to you!" I thought 
O'Brien rather cross in speaking in such a way, but he was him- 
self always as remarkably neat and well dressed , as he was hand- 
some and well made. 

Fortunately we were not destined to remain long in this detest- 
able hole. After a night of .misery, dupng which we remained 
sitting an our bundles, and sleeping how we could , leaning with 
our backs against the damp wall, we were roused at day-break by 
the unbarring of the prison doors , followed up with an order to go 
into the prison yard. We were huddled out like a flock of sheep, 
by a file of soldiers with loaded muskets; and, as we went into the 
yard, were ranged two and two. The same officer who ordered us 
into prison 9 commanded the detachment of soldiers who had us in 
charge. O'Brien stepped out of the ranks, and, addressing them, 
stated that we were officers, and had no right to be treated like 
common sailors. The French officer replied , that he had better 
information, and that we wore coats which did not belong to us; 
upon which O'Brien was in a great rage , calling the officer a liar, 
and demanding satisfaction for the insult , appealing to the French 
soldiers, and stating, that Colonel O'Brien, who was at Cette, 
was his countryman, and had received him for two months into his 
house upon parole, which was quite sufficient to establish his 
being an officer. The French soldiers appeared to side with 
O'Brien after they had heard this explanation, stating that no com- 
mon English sailor could speak such good French , and that they 
were present when we were sent in on parole , and they asked the 
officer whether he intended to give satisfaction. The officer 
stormed, and drawing his sword out of the scabbard, struck 
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O'BrieQ with the flat of the blade, looking at him with cootempt, 
and orderiDg him into the ranks. 1 could not help observing that, 
during this scene , the men-of-war sailors who were among the 
prisoners, were very indignant, while, on the contrary, those 
captured in merchant vessels appeared to be pleased with the in- 
sult offered to O'Brien. One of the French soldiers then made a 
sarcAstic remark, that the French ofGcer did not much like the 
name of O'Brien. This so enraged the officer, that he flew at 
O'Brien, pushed him back into the ranks, and taking out a pistol, 
threatened to shoot him through the head. I must do the justice 
to the French soldiers, that they all cried out ** Shame ! " They did 
not appear to have the same discipline , or the same respect for an 
officer, as the soidiers have in our service, or they would not have 
been so free in their language ; yet , at the same time, they obeyed 
all his orders on service very implicitly. 

When O'Brien returned to the ranks, he looked defiance at the 
officer , telling him , * * That he would pocket the affront very care- 
fully, as he intended to bring it out again upon a future and more 
suitable occasion." We were then marched out in ranks, two 
and two , being met at the street by two drummers , and a crowd 
of people, who had gathered to witness our departure. The drums 
beat, and away we went. The officer who had charge of us 
mounted a small horse , galloping up , and down from one end of 
the ranks to the other, with his sword drawn, bullying, swearing, 
and striking with the flat of the blade at any one of the prisoners 
who was not in his proper place. When we were close to the 
gates , we were joined by another detachment of prisoners : we 
were then ordered to halt, and were informed, through an inter- 
preter , that any one attempting to escape would immediately be 
shot; after which information we once more proceeded on our 
route. 

Nothing remarkable occurred during our first day's march, ex- 
cept perhaps a curious conversation between O'Brien and one of 
the French soldiers , in which they disputed about the comparative 
bravery of the two nations. O'Brien, in his argument, told the 
Frenchman that his countrymen %ould not stand a charge of Eng- 
lish bayonets. The Frenchman replied that there was no doubt 
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but the French were qnite as brave as the English — even more so ; 
and that, as for not standing the charge of bayonets, it was not 
because they were less brave; but the fact was, that they were 
most excessively ticklish. We had black bread and sour wine 
served out to us this day, when we halted to refresh. O'Brien 
persuaded a soldier to purchase something for us more eatable ; 
but the French officer heard of it, and was very angry, ordering 
the soldier to the rear. 

CHAPTER XX. 

O^Brien fights a duel with a French officer, and proves that the great art 
of fencing is knowing nothing about it -^ We arrive at our new quar- 
ters , which we find very secure. 

At night we arrived at a small town , the name of which I for- 
get. Here we were all put into an old church for the night , and a 
very bad night we passed. Tney did not even give us a little straw 
to lie down upon : the roof of the church had partly fallen in, and 
the moon shone through very brightly. This was some comfort : 
for to have been shut up in the dark , seventy-five in number, 
would have been very miserable. We were afraid to lie down any 
where, as, like all ruined buildings in France, the ground was 
covered with filth , and the smell was shocking. O'Brien was very 
thoughtful , and would hardly answer any question that I put to 
him ; it was evident that he was brooding over the affront which ho 
had received from the French officer. At day-break , the door of 
the church was again opened by the French soldiers , and we were 
conducted to the square of the town , where we found the troops 
quartered , drawn up with their officers , to receive us from the 
detachment who had escorted us from Toulon. We were very 
much pleased at this , as we knew that whe should be forwarded 
by another detachment, and thus be rid of the brutal officer who 
had hitherto had charge of the prisoners. But we were rid of him 
in another way. As the French officers walked along our ranks to 
look at ns, I perceived among them a captain 9 whom we had 
known very intimately when we were living at Cette with Colonel 
O'Brien. I cried out his name immediately; he turned round, 
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and seeing O'Brien and me , be came up to as , shaking us by tbe 
band, and expressing bis surprise at finding us in such a situation. 
O'Brien explained to him how we bad been treated, at which be 
expressed bis indignation , as did tbe other officers who had col- 
lected round us. The major who commanded the troops in the 
town turned to the French officer (be was only a lieutenant) who 
had conducted us from Toulon, and demanded of him bis reason 
for behaving to us in such an unworthy manner. He denied having 
treated us ill, and said that be bad been informed that we had put 
on officers' dresses which did not belong to us. At this O'Brien 
declared that he was a liar, and a cowardly/ot^/re, that he bad 
struck him with tbe back of his sabre , which he had dared not 
have done , if he bad not been a prisoner; adding , that all he re- 
quested was satisfaction for tbe insult offered to him, and appealed 
to tbe officers whether, If it were refused , the lieutenant's epau- 
lets ought not to be cut off his shoulders. The major commandant 
and the officers retired to consult , and , after a few minutes, they 
agreed that tbe lieutenant was bound to give the satisfaction re- 
quired. Tbe lieutenant replied that be was ready; but, at tbe 
same time, did not appear to be very willing. The prisoners werv 
left in charge of the soldiers, under a junior officer, while tho 
others, accompanied by O'Brien , myself, and the lieutenant, 
walked to a short distance outside of tbe town. As we pro- 
ceeded there, I asked O'Brien with what weapons they would 
fight. 

*'I take it for granted," replied he, '*that it will be with the 
small sword." 

* * But ," said I , * * do you know any thing about fencing ? " 
'^Devilabit, Peter; but that 's all in my favour." 

* * How can that be ? " replied I. 

*'I '11 tell you, Peter. If one man fences well, and another 
is but an indifferent hand at it, it is clear that the first will run tbe 
other through tbe body; but, if the other knows nothing at all 
about it , why then , Peter , tbe case is not quite so clear : because 
the good fencer is almost as much puzzled by your ignorance , as 
you are by his skill , and you become on more equal terms. Now, 
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Peter , I 've made up my mind that I '11 ran that fellow through the 
body , and so I will , as sure as I am an O'Brien." 

'*Well, I hope you will ; but pray do not be too sure." 
**It 's feeling sure, that will make me able to do it, Peter. 
By the blood of the O'Briens! didn't he slap me with his sword, 
as if I were a clown in the pantomime — Peter, I *11 kill the harle- 
quin scoundrel , and my word 's as good as my bond ! " 

By this time we had arrived at the ground. The French lieute- 
nant stripped to his shirt and trowsers ; O'Brien did the same, 
kicking his boots off, and standing upon the wet grass in his 
stockings. The swords were measured, and handed to them; 
they took their distance, and set to. I must say, that I was 
breathless with anxiety; the idea of losing O'Brien struck me with 
grief and terror. I then felt the Talae of all his kindness to me, 
and would have taken his place, and have been ran through the 
body, rather than he should have been hurt. At first, O'Brien 
put himself in the correct attitude of defence, in imitation of the 
lieutenant, but this was for a very few seconds ; he suddenly made 
a spring, and rushed on to his adversary, stabbing at him with a 
Telocity quite astonishiog , the lieutenant parrying in his defence, 
until at last he had an opportunity of lounging at O'Brien. O'Brien, 
who no longer kept his left arm raised in equipoise , caught the 
sword of the lieutenant at within six inches of the point, and 
directing it under his left arm , as he rushed in , passed his own 
through the lieutenant's body. It was all over in less than a mi- 
nute — the lieutenant did not live half-an-hour afterwards. The 
French officers were very much surprised at the result, for they 
perceived at once, that O'Brien knew nothing of fencing. O'Brien 
gathered a tuft of grass , wiped the sword , which he presented to 
the officer to whom it belonged , and thanking the major and the 
whole of them for their impartiality and gentlemanlike conduct, 
led the way to the square , where he again took his station in the 
ranks of the prisoners. 

Shortly after, the major commandant came up to us, and 
asked whether we would accept of our parole, as, in that case, 
we might travel as we pleased. We consented , with many thanks 
for his civility and kindness; but I could not help thinking at thr 
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time, that the French officers were a little mortified atO*BrieD*s 
success, although they were too honourable to express the feeling. 
O'firien told me , after we had quitted the town, that had it not 
been for the handsome conduct of the officers , he would not have 
accepted our parole , as he felt convinced that we could hav^ easily 
made our escape. We talked over the matter a long while , and 
at last agreed that there would be a better chance of success by and 
by, when more closely guarded , than there would be now, under 
consideration of all circumstances , as it required previously con- 
certed arrangements to get out of the country. 

I had almost forgot to say , that on our return after the duel, 
the cutter's midshipman called out to O'Brien , requesting him to 
state to the commandant that he was also an officer; but O'Brien 
replied, that there was no evidence for it but his bare word. If 
he was an officer, he must prove it himself, as every thing in his 
appearance flatly contradicted his assertion. 

**It 's very hard ," replied the midshipman , ** that because my 
jacket 's a little tarry or so , I must lose my rank." 

**My dear fellow," replied O'Brien, *'it 's not because your 
jacket 's a little tarry; it is because what the Frenchmen call your 
tout ensemble is quite disgraceful in an officer. Look at your face 
in the Grst puddle , and you '11 find that it would dirty the water 
you look into. Look at your shoulders above your ears, and your 
back with a bow like a kink in a cable. Your trowsers, Sir, you 
have pulled your legs too far through , showing a foot and a half of 
worsted stockings. In short, look at yourself altogether, and 
then tell me, provided you be an officer, whether from respect to 
the service , it would not be my duty to contradict it. It goes 
against my conscience , my dear fellow ; but recollect that when 
yrh arrive at the d^p6t, you will be able to prove it; so it 's only 
waiting a little while until the captains will pass their word for you, 
which is more than I will." 

** Well, it 's very hard," replied the midshipman, *Uhat I 
mast go on eating this black rye bread ; and very unkind of you." 

*'It'sTerykindofme, you spalpeen of the Snapper. Prison 
will be a paradise to you, when you get into good commons. 
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How yoa *H relish your grub by and by ! So now shut your pan , or 
by the tail of Jonah's whale , I '11 swear you 're a Spaniard.*' 

I could not help thinking that O'Brien was very severe upon the 
poor lad , and I eipostaiated with him afterwards. He replied, 
*' Peter, if, as a cutter's midshipman, he is a bit of an officer, 
the devil a bit is he of a gentleman , either born or bred : and I 'm 
not bound to bail every blackguard-looking chap that I meet. By 
the head of St. Peter, I would blush to be seen in his company, if 
I were in the wildest bog in Ireland , with nothing but an old crow 
as spectator." 

We were now again permitted to be on our parole, and re- 
ceived every attention and kindness from the different officers who 
commanded the detachments which passed the prisoners from one 
town to the other. In a few days we arrived at Montpelier, where 
we had orders to remain a short time until directions were received 
from government as to the d^p6ts for prisoners to which we were 
to be sent. At this delightful town, we had unlimited parole, not 
even a gendarme accompanying us. We lived at the table d'h6te, 
were permitted to walk about where we pleased, and amused our- 
selves every evening at the theatre. During our stay there, we 
wrote to Colonel O'Brien at Cette , thanking him for his kindness, 
and narrating what had occurred since we parted. I also wrote to 
Celeste, inclosing my letter unsealed in the one to Colonel O'Brien. 
I told her the history of O'Brien's duel, and all I could think 
would interest her; how sorry I was to have parted from her; that 
I never would forget her; and trusted that some day, as she was 
only half a Frenchwoman , that we should meet again. Before we 
left Montpelier , we had the pleasure of receiving answers to our 
letters : the colonel's letters were very kind , particularly the one 
to me , in which he called me his dear boy , and hoped that I 
should soon rejoin my friends, and prove an ornament to my 
country. In his letter to O'Brien , he requested him not to run 
me into useless danger — to recollect that I was not so well able 
to undergo extreme hardship. I have no doubt but that this cau- 
tion referred to O'Brien's intention to escape from prison , which 
be bad not concealed from the colonel, and the probability that I 
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would be a partner in the attempt. The answer from Celeste was 
written in English; bat she most have had assistance from her 
father, or she could not have succeeded so well. It was like her« 
self, very kind and affectionate; and also ended with wishing me 
a speedy return to my friends , who must (she said) be so fond of 
me , that she despaired of ever seeing me more , but that she con* 
soled herself as well as she could with the assurance that I should 
be happy. I forgot to say, that Colonel O'Brien , in his letter to 
me, stated that he eipected immediate orders to leave Cette , and 
take the command of some military post in the interior , or join the 
army, but which, he could not tell; that they had packed up 
every thing, and he was afraid that our correspondence musi 
cease , as he could not state to what place we should direct our let- 
ters. I could not help thinking at the time , that it was a delicate 
way of pointing out to us , that it was not right that he should cor^ 
respond with us in 'our relative situations ; but still , I was sure 
that he was about to leave Cette , for he never would have made 
use of a subterfuge. 

I must here acquaint the reader with a circumstance which 1 
forgot to mention , which was, that when Captain Savage sent in 
a flag of truce with our clothes and money , I thought that it was 
but justice to O'Brien that they should know on board of the 
frigate the gallant manner in which he had behaved. I knew thai 
he never would tell himself, so, ill as I was at the time, I sent 
for Colonel O'Brien, and requested him to write down my state* 
ment of the affair, in which I mentioned how O'Brien had spiked 
the last gun, and had been taken prisoner by so doing, together 
with his attempting to save me. When the colonel had written all 
down, I requested that he would send for the major who first 
entered the fort with the troops, and translate it to him in Frenclk 
This he did iu my presence, and the major declared every word 
to be true. ** Will he attest it , colonel , as it may be of great ser* 
vice to O'Brien?" The major immediately assented. Colonel 
O'Brien then enclosed my letter , with a short note from himself, 
to Captain Savage, paying him a compliment, and assuring him 
that his gallant young officers should be treated with every atten- 
tion, and all the kindness which the rules ofwarwoold admit of. 
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0*firien never knew Ihat I had sent that letter, as the colonel , at 
my request, kept the secret. 

In ten days , we received an order to march on the following 
momiog. The sailors, among whom was our poor friend the mid* 
shipman of the Snapper cutter, were ordered to Verdun ; O'Brien 
and I, with eight masters of merchant vessels, who joined us at 
Hontpelier^ were directed by the government to be sent to Givet, 
a fortified town in the department of Ardennes. But , at the same 
time , orders arrived from government to treat the prisoners with 
great strictness , and not to allow any parole ; the reason of this, 
we were informed , was , that accounts bad been sent to govern- 
ment of the death of the French ofiScer in the duel with O'Brien, 
and they had eipressed their dissatisfaction at its having .been per^ 
mitted. Indeed, I very much doubt whether it would have been 
permitted in our country , but the French officers are almost ro- 
mantically chivalrous in their ideas of honour ; in fact, as enemies, 
I have always considered them as worthy antagonists to the Eng- 
lish, and they appear more respectable in themselves, and more 
demanding our good-will in that situation ^ than they do when we 
meet them as friends, and are acquainted with the other points of 
their character , which lessen them in our estimation. 

I shall not dwell upon a march of three weeks, during Which 
we alternately received kipd or unhandsome treatment, according 
to the dispositions of those who had us in charge ; but I must ob- 
serve, that it was invariably the case, that officers who were gen- 
tlemen by birth treated us with consideration, while those who had 
sprung from nothing, during the Revolution, were harsh, and 
sometimes even brutal. It was exactly four months from the time 
of our capture , that we arrived at our destined prison at Givet. 

*' Peter,*' said O'Brien, as he looked hastily at the fortifica- 
tions, and the river which divided the two towns, "I see no reason, 
either English or French , that we should not eat our Christmas 
dinner in England. I *ve a bird's eye view of the outside, and 
now, have only to find out whereabouts we may be in the in- 
side." 

I mast say that, when I looked at the ditches and high ram- 
parts , I had a different opinion ; so had a gendarme who was 
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walking by our side , and who had observed O'Brien's scrutiny, 
and who quietly said to him in French, **F(ms le croyez pos- 
Hblef" 

** Every thing is possible to a brave m^n — the French armies 
have proved that," answered O'Brien. 

** You are right," replied the gendarme, pleased with the com- 
pliment to his nation ; **I wish you success, you will deserve it; 
but — " and he shook his head. 

**If I could but obtain a plan of the fortress," said O'Brien, 
'^I would give five Napoleons for one," and he looked at the 
gendarme. 

'^I cannot see any objection to an officer, although a prisoner, 
studying fortification ," replied the gendarme. ''In two hours you 
will be within the walls ; and now I recollect, in the map of the two 
towns, the fortress is laid down sufficiently accurately to give you 
an idea of it. But we have conversed too long." So saying, the 
gendarme dropped into the rear. 

In a quarter of an hour, we arrived at the Place d' Armes, where 
we were met, as usual, by another detachment of troops^ and 
drummers, who paraded us through the town previous to our being 
drawn up before the governor's house. This , I ought to have ob- 
served, was by order of government, done at every town we passed 
through: it was very contemptible, but prisoners were so scarce, 
that they made all the display of us that they could. As we stopped 
at the governor's house, the gendarme who had left us in the 
square, made a sign to O'Brien, as much as to say, I have it. 
O'Brien took out five Napoleons , which he wrapped in paper and 
held in his baud. In a minute or two , the gendarme came up and 
presented O'Brien with an old silk handkerchief, saying, ^^Fotre 
mottchoirf monsieur" 

^^Merciy" replied O'Brien, putting the handkerchief which 
contained the map into his pocket, ^^voici a boire, monami;** 
and he slipped the paper with the five Napoleons into the hand of 
the gendarme, who immediately retreated. 

This was very fortunate for us , as we afterwards discovered 
that a mark had been put against O'Brien's and my name , not to 
allow parole or permission to leave the fortress , even under sur- 
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veillance. Indeed, even if it had not been so, we never should 
have obtained it, as the lieutenant killed by O'Brien was nearly re- 
lated to the commandant of the fortress, who was as much a 
mauvais styet as his kinsman. Having waited the usual hour be- 
fore the governor's house, to answer to our muster-roll, and to be 
stared at, we were dismissed ; and in a few minutes , found our- 
selves shut up in one of the strongest fortresses in France. 
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BOOK II. 



CHAPTER I. 

O'Brien receives his commission as lieutenant, and tlien we take French 

leave of Givet. 

Ip I doabted the practicability of escape when I examiDed the 
esterior, when we were ushered into the interior of the fortress, I 
felt that it was impossible, and I stated my opinion to O'Brien. 
We were conducted into a yard surrounded by a high wall; the 
buildings appropriated for the prisoners were built with lean-to 
roofs on one side, and at each side of the square was a seotry look- 
ing down upon us. It was very much like the dens which they now 
build for bears , only so much larger. O'Brien answered me with 
a ^'Pish ! Peter, it 's the very security of the place which will en- 
able us to get out of it. But don't talk, as there are always spies 
about who understand English." 

We were shown into a room allotted to six of us; our baggage 
was examined, and then delivered over to us. ^'Better and bel- 
ter , Peter ," observed O'Brien , * * they 've not found it out ! " 

"What?" inquired I, 

** Oh , only a little selection of articles , which might be useful 
to us by and by." 

He then showed me what I never before was aware of: that he 
had a false bottom to his trunk ; but it was papered over like the 
rest, and very ingeniously concealed. **And what is there, 
O'Brien?" inquired I. 

' ' Never mind ; I had them made at Montpelier. You '11 see by 
and by." 

The others , wbo were lodged in the same room , then came in, 
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add , after staying a quarter of an hour, went away at the sound of 
the dinner-bell. '*Now, Peter," said O'Brien, *' I must get rid 
oX my load. Turn the key." 

O'Brien then undressed himself, and when he threw off his 
shirt and drawers , showed me a rope of silk , with a knot at every 
two feet, about half an inch in size , wound round and round his 
body. There were about sixty feet of it altogether. As I unwound 
it, he, turning round and round , observed, '* Peter, I've worn 
this rope ever since I leftMontpelier, and you 've no idea of the 
pain I have suffered; but we must go to England, that 's decided 
upon." 

When I looked at O'Brien , as the rope was wound off, I could 
easily imagine that he had really been in great pain ; in several 
places his flesh was quite raw from the continual friction , and af- 
ter it was all unwound , and he had put on his clothes , he fainted 
away. I was very much alarmed , but I recollected to put the rope 
into the trunk, and take out the key, before I called for assistance. 
He soon came to, and on being asked what was the matter, said 
that he was subject to fits from his infancy. He looked earnestly at 
me, and I showed him the key, which was sufficient. 

For some days O'Brien , who really was not very well , kept to 
his room. During this time, he often examined the map given 
him by the gendarme. One day he said to me , *' Peter , can you 
swim?" 

*'No," repliedl; *'but never mind that." 

*'But I must mind it, Peter; for observe, we shall have to 
cross the river Meuse , and boats are not always to be had. You 
observe , that this fortress is washed by the river on one side : and 
as it is the strongest side, it is the least guarded — we must escape 
by it. I can see my way clear enough till we get to the second ram- 
part on the river, but when we drop into the river, if you cannot 
swim , I must contrive to hold you up , somehow or another." 

'* Are you then determined to escape , O'Brien? I cannot per- 
ceive how we are even to get up this wall, with four sentries staring 
us in the face." 

** Never do you mind that, Peter, mind your own business; 
tad first tell me , do you intend to try your lack with me? " 
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'* Yes," replied I, ** most certainly; ifyon have suflScient con- 
fidence in me to take me as your companion." 

**To tell you thetrnth, Peter, I vould not give a farthing to 
escape without you. We were taken together, and, please God, 
we '11 take ourselves off together; but that must not be for this 
month; our greatest help will be the dark nights and foul weather." 
The prison was by all accounts very different from Verdun and 
some others. We had no parole , and but little communication 
with the townspeople. Some were permitted to come in and supply 
us with various articles; but their baskets were searched, to see 
that they contained nothing that might lead to an escape on the part 
of the prisoners. Without the precautions that O'Brien had taken, 
any attempt would have been useless. Still, O'Brien , as koon as 
he left his room, did obtain several little articles — especially balls 
of twine — for one of the amusements of the prisoners was flying 
kites. This , however, was put a stop to , in consequence of one 
of the strings, whether purposely or not, I cannot say, catching 
the lock of the musket carried by one of the sentries who looked 
down upon us, and twitching it out of his hand; after which an 
order was given by the commandant for no kites to be permitted. 
This was fortunate for us , as O'Brien , by degrees , purchased all 
the twine belonging to the other prisoners ; and , as we were more 
than three hundred in number, it amounted to sufficient to enable 
him, by stealth, to lay it up into very strong cord, or rather, into 
a sort of square plait, known only to sailors. ''Now, Peter, 
said he one day, **I want nothing more than an umbrella for you. 

'*Why an umbrella for me?" 

"To keep you from being drowned with too much water, 
that 'sail." 

''Rain wo'n't drown me." 

"No, DO, Peter; but buy a new one as soon as yon can." 

I did so. O'Brien boiled up a quantity of bees' wax and oil, 
and gave it several coats of this preparation. He then put it care- 
fully away in the ticking of his bed. I asked him whether he in- 
tended to make known his plan to any of the other prisoners ; he 
replied in the negative, saying, that there were so many of them 
who could not be trusted , that he would trust no one. We bad 
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been now about two months in Givet, wben a Steel's List was sent 
to a lieutenant, who was conBoed there. The lieutenant came up 
to O'Brien , and asked him his Christian name. ''Terence, to be 
sure/' replied O'Brien. 

''Then/' answered the lieutenant, "I may congratulate you 
on your promotion, for here you are upon the list of August." 

"Sure there must be some trifling mistake; let me look at it. 
Terence O'Brien , sure enough ; but now the question is, has any 
other fellow robbed me of my name and promotion at the same 
time?' Bother, what can it mane? I wo'n't belave it — not a 
word of it. I 've no more interest than a dog who drags cats' 
meat." 

"Really, O'Brien," observed I, "I cannot see why you should 
not be made ; I am sure you deserve your promotion for your con- 
duct when you were taken prisoner." 

"And what did I do then, you simple Peter, but put you on 
my back as the men do their hammocks when they are piped down? 
but, barring all claim , how couid any one know what took place 
in the battery , except you , ahd I , and the armourer , who lay 
dead? So explain that, Peter, if you can." 

"I think I can," replied I, after the lieutenant had left us; 
and I then told O'Brien howl had written to Captain Savage, and 
bad had the fact attested by the major who had made us prisoners. 

"Weil, Peter," said O'Brien, after a pause, " there is a fable 
about a lion and a mouse. If, by your means, I have obtained 
my promotion, why, then the mouse is a finer baste than the lion ; 
but instead of being happy, I shall now be miserable until the 
truth is ascertained one way or the other, and that 's another rea- 
son why I must set off to England as fast as I can." 

For a few days after this O'Brien was very uneasy, but fortu- 
nately letters arrived by that time; one to me from my father, in 
which he requested me to draw for whatever money I might require, 
saying that the whole family would retrench in everyway to give me 
all the comfort which might be obtained in my unfortunate situa- 
tion. I wept at his kindness , and more than ever longed to throw 
myself in his arms, and thank him. He also told me taat my 
uncle William was dead* and that there was only one between him 
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and the title, but that my grandfather was in good health , and had • 
been very kind to him lately. My mother was mach afflicted at my 
having been made a prisoner, and requested I would write as often 
as I could. O'Brien's letter was from Captain Savage ; the frigate 
had been sent home with despatches, and O'Brien's conduct re- 
presented to the Admiralty , which had , in consequence , pro- 
moted him to the rank of lieutenant. O'Brien came to me with the 
letter, his countenance radiant with joy as he put it into my hands. 
In return I put mine into his , and he read it over. 

"Peter, my boy, I 'm under great obligations to you. When 
you were wounded and feverish, you thought of me at a time when 
you had quite enough to think of yourself; but I never thank in 
words. I see your uncle William is dead. How many more 
uncles have you?" 

*'My uncle John, who is married, and has already two 
daughters." 

*' Blessings on him; may he stick to the female line of bu- 
siness ! Peter, my boy , you ^hall be a lord before you die." 

** Nonsense, O'Brien; ]^ have no chance. Don't put such 
foolish ideas in my head." 

"What chance had I ofbeing a lieutenant, and am I not one? 
Well, Peter, you 've helped to make a lieutenant of me , but I '11 
make a man of you, and that 's better. Peter, I perceive, with 
all your simplicity, that you 're not over and above simple, and 
that, with all your asking for advice, you can think and act for 
yourself on an emergency. Now, Peter, these are talents that 
must not be thrown away in this cursed hole, and therefore, my 
boy, prepare yourself to quit this place in a week, wind and 
weather permitting — that is to say, not fair wind and weather, 
but the fouler the better. Will you be ready at any hour of any 
night that I call you up?" 

**Yes, O'Brien, I will, and do my best." 

"No man can do much more , that ever I heard of. But, Pe- 
ter, do me one favour; as I am really a lieutenant, just touch 
your hat to me only once , that 's all : but I wish the compliment, 
just to see how it looks." 
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"Lieutenant O'Brien/' said I, touching my hat, ''have you 
any further orders?" 

"Yes, Sir," replied he; "that you never presume to touch 
your hat to me again , unless we sail together , and then that 's a 
different sort of thing." 

About a week afterwards, O'Brien came to me, and said, 
"The new moon 's quartered in with foul weather; if it holds, pre- 
pare for a start. I have put what is ne<;essary in your little haver- 
sack ; it may be to-night. Go to bed now , and sleep for a week 
if you can, for you 'II get but little sleep , if we succeed, for the 
week to come." 

This was about eight o'clock. I went to bed, and about twelve 
I was roused by O'Brien , who told me to dress myself carefully, 
and come down to him in the yard. I did so without disturbing 
any body, and found the night as dark as pitch (it was then No- 
vember), and raining in torrents; the wind was high, howling 
round the yard , and sweeping in the rain in every direction as it 
eddyed to and fro. It was some time before I could find O'Brien, 
who was hard at work; and, as I had already been made ac- 
quainted with all his plans, I will now explain them. AtMont- 
pelier he bad procured sii large pieces of iron, about eighteen 
inches long , with a gimlet at one end of each, and a square at the 
other, which fitted to a handle which unshipped. For precaution 
he had a spare handle, but each handle fitted to all the irons. 
O'Brien had screwed one of these pieces of iron between the inter- 
stices of the stones of which the wall was built, and sitting astride 
on that, was fixing another about three feet above. When he had 
accomplished this, he stood upon the lower iron, and supporting 
himself by the second , which about met his hip , he screwed in a 
third, always fixing them about six inches on one side of the other, 
and not one above the other. When he had screwed in his ux 
irons, he was about half up the wall, and then he fastened his 
rope , which he had carried round his neck , to the upper iron, 
and lowering himself down , unscrewed the four lower irons; then 
ascending by the rope, he stood upon the fifth iron, and, sup- 
porting himself by the upper iron , recommenced bis task. By 
these means he arrived in the course of an hour and a half to the 
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lop of the wall , where he fiied his last iron , aod makiog his rope 
fast, he came dowo again. **Now, Peter," said he, "there is 
no fear of the sentries seeing us ; if they had the eyes of cats , they 
could not until we are on the top of the wall ; but then we arrive at 
the glacis, and we must creep to the ramparts on our bellies. 
I am going up with all the materials. Give me your haversack — 
you will go up lighter ; and recollect, should any accident happen 
to me, you run to bed again. If, on the contrary, I pull the 
rope up and down three or four times , you may sheer up it as fast 
as you can." O'Brien then loaded himself with the other rope, 
the two knapsacks, iron crows, and other implements he had 
procured; and, last of all, with the umbrella. *' Peter, if the 
rope bears me with all this, it is clear it will bear such a creature 
as you are, therefore don't be afraid." So whispering, he com- 
menced his ascent; in about three minutes he was up, and the 
rope pulled. I immediately followed him, and found the rope 
very easy to climb, from the knots at every two feet, which gave 
me a hold for my feet , and I was up in as short a time as he was. 
He caught me by the collar, putting his wet hand on my mouth, 
and I lay down beside him while he pulled up the rope. We then 
crawled on our stomachs across the glacis till we arrived at the 
rampart. The wind blew tremendously, and the rain pattered 
down so fast, that the sentries did not perceive us; indeed, it 
was no fault of theirs , for it was impossible to have made us out. 
It was some time before O'Brien could find out the point exactly 
above the drawbridge of the first ditch ; at last he did — he fiied 
his crow-bar in, and lowered down the rope. "Now, Peter, I 
had better go first again ; when I shake the rope from below, all 's 
right." O'Brien descended , and in a few minutes the rope again 
shook; I followed him, and found myself received in his arms 
upon the meeting of the drawbridge ; but the drawbridge itself was 
up. O'Brien led the way across the chains, and I followed him* 
When we had crossed the moat, we found a barrfer-gate locked; 
this nuzzled us. O'Brien T)ulled out his picklocKs to pick it, bat 
wiCnoui success; here we were fast. *^We must undermine toe 
gate, O'Brien; we must pull up the pavement until we can creep 
under." "Peter, you are a fine fellow; never thought of that. 
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We worked very hard until the hole vas large enough , usiug the 
erow-bar which was left, and a little wrench which O'Brien had 
with him. By these means we got under the gate in the coarse of 
an hour or more. This gate led to the lower rampart , bat we had 
a covered way to pass through before we arrived at it. We pro- 
ceeded very cautiously, when we heard a noise : we stopped, and 
found that it was a sentry, who was fast asleep, and snoring. 
Little expecting to find one here , we were puizled ; pass him we 
could not well , as he was stationed on the very spot where we re- 
quired to place our crow-bar to descend the lower rampart into 
the river. O'Brien thought for a moment. '*Peter," said he, 
*^now is the time for you to prove yourself a man. He is fast 
asleep, but his noise must be stopped. 1 will stop his mouth, but 
at the very moment that I do so you must throw open the pan of his 
musket, and then he cannot fire it." **I will, O'Brien; don't 
fear me." We crept cautiously up to him, and O'Brien motioning 
to me to put my thumb upon the pan , I did so, and the moment 
that O'Brien put his hand upon the soldier's mouth, I threw open 
the pan. The fellow struggled , and snapped his lock as a signal, 
but of course without discharging his musket , and in a minute he 
was not only gagged but bound by O'Brien , with my assistance. 
Leaving him there ^ we proceeded to the rampart, and filing the 
crow-bar again, O'Brien descended; I followed him, and found 
him in the river , hanging on to the rope ; the umbrella was opened 
and turned upwards ; the preparation made it resist the water, 
and , as previously explained to me by O'Brien , I had only to hold 
on at arm's length to two beckets which he had affixed to the point 
of the umbrella, which was under water. To the same part 
O'Btien had a tow-line, which taking in his teeth, he towed me 
down with the stream to about a hundred yards clear of the 
fortress , where we landed. O'Brien was so exhausted that for a 
few minutes he remained quite motionless ; I also was benumbed 
with the cold. ** Peter," said he, "thank God we have succeeded 
so far ; now must we push on as far as we can , for we shall have 
daylight in two hours." 

O'Brien took out his flask of spirits, and we both drank a half 
tumbler at least, but we should not, in our state, have been af- 
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fected vith a bottle. We now valked aloog the riverside tili we 
fell iD with a small craft, with a boat towing astern : O'Brien swam 
to it, and cutting the painter without getting in, towed it on shore. 
The oars were fortunately in the boat. I got in, we shoved off^ 
and rowed awaj down the stream till the dawn of day. **All 's 
right, Peter; now we '11 land. This is the Forest of Ardennes." 
We landed, replaced the oaf» in the boat and pushed her pff into 
the stream, to induce people to suppose that she had broken 
adrift, and then hastened into the thickest of the wood. It still 
rained hard ; I shivered , and my teeth chattered with the cold, but 
there was no help for it. We again took a dram of spirits, and, 
worn out with fatigue and excitement, soon fell fast asleep upon a 
bed of Leaves which we had collected together. 

CHAPTER IL 

Grave consequences of gravitaiion — O'Brien enlists himself as a gen- 
darme , and takes charge of me — We are discovered , and ohHg^ to 
run for it — The pleasures of a winter bivouac. 

It was not until noon Uial I awoke , when I found that O'lirien 
had covered me more than a foot deep with leaves to protect me 
from the weather. I felt quite warm and comfortable ; my clothes 
had dried on me, but without giving me cold. '*How very kind 
of you, O'Brien!" said I. 

"Not a bit, Peter: you have hand work t& go through yet, and 
I must take care of you. You 're but a bud , and I 'm a full-blown 
rose." So saying, he put the spirit-flask to his mouth , and then 
handed it to me. '*Now, Peter, we must make a start, for dfr- 
ptnd upon it, they will scour the country for us; but this is a 
large wood , and they may as well attem^Bi to find a needle in a 
bundjle of hay , if we onee get into the heart of it. " 

"I think," said I, *'that this forest is mentioned by Shak- 
^eare, in one of his plays." 

'•Very likely, Peter," replied O'Brien: **hut we are at no 
play-work now ; and what reads amaziog prettily , is no joke in 
reality. I 've often observed, that your writers never take the 
weather into consideration." 
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*' I beg your p«rdoD, O^Biiea; io King Lear the weather was 
tremendoas." 

** Very likely; but who wa^ the king that, went oat in such 
weather?" 

**Riog Lear did, when he was mad." 

*'So he was, that 's certain, Peter; but runaway prisoners 
have Mne excuse ; so now for a start/* 

'Ww set off, forcing our way through the thicket, for about 
three hours, O'Brien looking occasionally at bis pocket compass; 
it then. was again nearly dark, and O'Brien prqtosed a halt. We 
made up a bed of leaves for the night , and slept much more com* 
fortably than we had the night before. All our bread was wet, 
but as we bad no water, it was rather a relief; the meat we had 
with us was sufficifnt for a week. Once more we laid down and 
fell fast asleep. About five o'clock in the morning I was roused by 
O'Brien, who at the same time put his hand gently over my mouth. 
I sat up, and perceived a large fire not far from us. '* Xhe Philis- 
tines are upon us, Peter," said he; **I have reconnoitred, and 
they are the gens-d'armes. I am fearful of going away, as we 
may stumble upon some more of them. I 've been thinking what's 
best before I waked you; and it appears to me, that we had 
better get up the tree , and lie there." 

At that time we were hidden in a copse of uhderwood, with a 
large oak in the centre, covered with ivy. '*I think so too, 
O'Brien; shall we go up now, or wait a little?" 

**Now, to be sure, that they 're eating their prog» Mount 
you, Peter, and I '11 help you." 

O'Brien shoved me up the tree, and then waiting a little while 
to bury our haversacks among the leaves, he followed me. fie 
desired me to remain in a very snug position , on the first fork of 
the tree , while he took another , amongst a bunch of ivy , on the 
largest bough. There we remained for about an hour, when day 
dawned. We observed the gens-d'armes mustered at the break 
of day, by the corporal, and then they all separated in different 
directions to scour the wood. We were delighted to perceive this, 
•s we hoped soon to be able to get away; but there was one gen- 
darme who remained. He walked to and fco, looking every where* 
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until he came directly under the tree in vhich we were concealed. 
He poked about, until at iast he came to the bed of leaves upon 
which we had slept; these he turned oyer and over with his bayo- 
net, until he routed out our haversacks. **Pardi!" exclaimed 
he , ** where the nest and eggs are, the birds are near." He then 
walked round the tree, looking up into every part, but we were 
well concealed, and he did not discover us for sometim^ At 
last he saw me , and ordered me to come down. I paid no atten- 
tion to him , as I had no signal from O'Brien. He walked round 
a little farther until he was directly under the branch on which 
O'Brien lay. Taking up this position, he had a fairer aim at me, 
and levelled his musket , saying , '' Descendez , ouje tire,** Still 
I continued immovable , for I knew not what to do. I shut my 
eyes, however; the musket shortly afterwardf was discharged, 
and whether from fear or not I can hardly tell, I lost my hold of a 
sudden, and down I came. I was stunned with the fall, and 
thought that I must have been wounded , and was very much sur- 
prised, when, instead of the gendarme, O'Brien came up to me, 
and asked whether I was hurt. I answered 1 believed not, and 
got upon my legs, when I found the gendarme lying on the ground, 
breathing heavily, but insensible. When O'Brien perceived the 
gendarme level his musket at me, he immediately dropped fd&m 
the bough , right upon his head ; this occasioned the musket to 
gooff, without hitting me, and at the same time, the weight of 
O'Brien's body from such a height killed the gendarme , for he ex- 
pired before we left him. "Now, Peter," said O'Brien, *'this 
is the most fortunate thing in the world , and will take us half 
through the country; but we have no time to lose." He then 
stripped the gendarme , who still breathed heavily, and dragging 
him to our bed of leaves, covered him up , threw off his own clo- 
thes , which he tied up in a bundle , and gave to me to carry ^ and 
put on those of the gendarme. I could not help laughing at the 
metamorphosis, and asked O'Brien what he intended. "Sure, 
I 'm a gendarme bringing with me a prisoner, who has escaped." 
He then tied my hands with a cord, shouldered his musket, and 
off we set. We now quitted the wood as soon as we could; 
for O'Brien said that he had no fear for the next ten days ; and so it ' 
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proved. We had one difficulty, which was, that we were goin^ 
the wrong way; but that was obviated by travelling mostly at night, 
when no questions were asked , except at the cabarets where we 
lodged , and they did not know which way we came. When we 
stopped at night , my youth excited a great deal of commiseration, 
especially from the females ; and in one instance I was offered 
assistance to escape. I consented to it , but at the same time in- 
formed O'Brien of the plan proposed. O'Brien kept watch — I 
dressed myself, and was at the open window, when he rushed in, 
seizing me, and declaring that he would inform the government of 
the conduct of the parties. Their confusion and distress was very 
great. They offered O'Brien twenty, thirty, forty, Napoleons, 
if he would hush it up , for they were aware of the penalty and im- 
prisonment. O'Brien replied that he would not accept of any mo- 
ney in compromise of his duty, that after he had given me into the 
charge of the gendarme of the next post , his business was at an 
end, and he must return to Flushing; where he was stationed. 

• 

**Ihave a sister there," replied the hostess, **who keeps an 
inn. You '11 want good quarters , and a friendly cup ; do not de- 
nounce us ; and I '11 give you a letter to her, which , if it does not 
prove of service, you can then return and give the information.' 
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O'Brien consented ; the letter was delivered , and read to him, 
in which the sister was requested, by the love she bore to the wri- 
ter, to do all she could for the bearer, who had the power of ma- 
king the whole family miserable, but had refused so to do. O'Brien 
pocketed the letter, filled his brandy flask, and saluting all the 
women , left the cabaret, dragging me after him with a cord. The 
only difference , as O'Brien observed after he went out, was , that 
he (O'Brien) kissed all the women , and the women all kissed me. 
In this way , we had proceeded by Charleroy and Louvain , and 
were within a few miles of Malines, when a circumstance occurred 
which embarrassed us not a little. We were following our route, 
avoiding Malines, which was a fortified town, and at the time 
were in a narrow lane , with wide ditches, full of water, on each 
side. At the turning of a sharp corner we met the gendarme who 
had supplied O'Brien with a map of the town of Givet. '*Good 
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morning y comrade," said: he to 0*Brien, lookiDg earnestly at 
him , ** whom have ve here ? " 

*^A young Englishman, whom I picked op close by, escaped 
from prison." 

"Where from?" 

**He will not say; but I suspect from Givet." 

**There are two who have escaped from Givet," replied he: 
**how they escaped no one can imagine; but," continued he, 
again lookiog at O'Brien, **avec les braves, il 7i*y a rien d^im- 
possible .*' 

**That is true," replied O'Brien; ''I have taken one, the 
other cannot be far off. You had belter look for him." 

''I should look to find him," replied the gendarme, ''for you 
know that to retake a runaway prisoner is certain promotion. You 
will be made a corporal.'' 

"So much the better," replied O'Brien ; *^ adieu, mon ami.** 

*^Nay, I merely came for a walk, and will return with you to 
Malioes , where of course you are bound." 

**We shall not get there to-night," said O'Brien, ''my pri- 
soner is too much fatigued." 

" Well, then, we will go as far as we can; and I will assist 
you. Perhaps we may find the second , who, i understand, ob* 
tained a map of the fortress by some means or another." 

We at once perceived that we were discovered. He afterwards 
told us that the body of a gendarme had been found in the wood, 
no doubt murdered by the prisoners, and that the body was stripped 
naked,. ' ' I wonder , " contismedi h« , " whether one of the priso- 
ners put on his cl^es , and passed as a gendarme." 

" Peter ," said O'Briea , * ' are we to murder this man or not? " 

"I should say not; pr^end to trust him, and then we may 
give, hioi the slip." This was said during the time that the gen- 
darme stopped a moment behind us. 

" Well, we '11 try; but first I '11 put him off his guard." When 
tbfi gendarme came up with us, O'Brien observed, that the English 
prisoners were very liberal ; that be knew that a hundred Napoleons 
Wiece often paid for assistance, and he thought that no corporal's 



171 



rank was equal (o a sum that would So Stance make' a man happf 
and independent for life. 

"Very true," replied the gendarme; ''and let me ooly look 
qpon that sum, and I will guarantee a positive safety out of 
France." 

**Then we understand each other," replied O'Brien; ''this 
boy will give two hundred — one half shall be yours, if you will 
assist." 

*'I will think of it," replied the gendarme, who then ^ked 
about indifferent subjects , until we arrived at a small town called 
▲carchot, where we proceeded to a cabaret. The usual curiosity 
passed over, we were left alone, O'Brien telling the gendarme 
that he would expect his reply that night or to-morrow morning. 
The gendarme said, to-morrow morning. O'Brien requesting him 
to take charge of me , he called the woman ^f the cabaret to show 
him a room ; she showed him one or two , which he refused , as 
not sufficiently safe for the prisoner. The woman laughed at the 
idea , observing , *' What had he to fear from a.pauvre enfant hke 
me?" 

'*Tet this pauvre ei^axd escaped from Givet," replied O'Brien. 
''These Englishmen are devils from their birth." The last room 
showed to O'Brien suited him , and he clwse it — the woman not 
presuming to contradict a gendarme. As soon as they came down 
again, O'Brien ordered me to bed, and went up stairs with me. 
He bolted the door, and pulting me to the large chimney , we put 
our heads up , and whispered , that our conversation should not 
be heard. ''This man is not to be trusted," said O'Brien, ''and 
we must give him the slip. I know my way out of the inn, and we 
must return the way we came , and then strike off in another 
direction." 

"But will he permit us?" 

"Not if he can help it; but I shall soon find out his ma- 
nceuvres." 

O'Brien then went and stopped the key-hole, by banging his 
handkerchief across it, and stripping himself of his gendarme uni* 
form, put on his own clothes ; then stuffed the blankets and piUow 
into the gendarme's dress , and Uiid it down on the outside of the 
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bed , as if it were a man sleeping io his clothes — indeed it was an 
admirable deception. He laid his musket by the side of the image, 
and then did the same to my bed , making it appear as if there was 
a person asleep in it, of my size, and putting my cap on the pillow. 
*'Now, Peter, we '11 see if he is watching us. Hewill wait till he 
thinks we are asleep." The light still remained in the room, and 
about an hour afterwards we heard a noise of one treading on the 
stairs, upon which, as agreed, we crept under the bed. The 
latch 9f our door was tried , and Onding it open , which he did not 
expect, the gendarme entered, and looking at both beds went 
away. **Now," said I, after the gendarme had gone down stairs, 
** O'Brien , ought we not to escape? " 

*' I 've been thinking of it , Peter , and I have come to a resolu- 
tion that we can manage it better. He is certain to come again in 
an hour or two. It is pnly eleven. Now, I '11 play him a trick." 
O'Brien then took one of the blankets, made it fast to the window, 
which he left wide open , and at the same time disarranged the 
images he had made up , so as to let the gendarme perceive that 
they were counterfeit. We again crept under the bed , and , as 
O'Brien foretold , in about an hour more the gendarme returned ; 
our lamp was still burning but he had a light of his own. He 
looked at the beds, perceived at once that he had been duped, 
went to the open window, and then exclaimed, ** Sucre Dieu! 
ils m'ont SchappSs et j'e ne suis plus corporal. F — tre! a la 
chasse ! " He rushed out of the room , and in a few minutes after- 
wards, we heard him open the street door, and go away. 

"Thaiwilldo, Peter," said O'Brien, laughing; »*now we'll 
be off also, althoagh there 's uo great hurry." O'Brien then re- 
sumed his dress of a gendarme; and about an hour afterwards we 
went down, and wishing the hostess all happiness, quitted the 
cabaret, returning the same road by which we had come. ''Now, 
Peter," said O'Brien, '*we 're in a bit of a puzzle. This dress 
wo'n't do any more, still there 's a respectability about it, which 
will not allow me to put it off till the last moment." We walked 
on till daylight, when we hid ourselves in a copse of trees. At 
night we again started for the forest of Ardennes, for O'Brien said 
our best chance was to return, until they supposed that we had had 
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time to effect our escape ; but we uever reached the forest, for on 
the ueit day a violent snow-storm came on : it continued without 
intennission for four days , during which we suffered much. Our 
mouey was not exhausted, as I had drawn upon my father for 60 /., 
which, with the disadvantageous exchange, had given me Ofty 
Napoleons. Occasionally O'Brien crept into a cabaret, and ob- 
tained provisions ; but as we dare not be seen together as before, 
we were always obliged to sleep in the open air , the ground being 
covered more than three feet with snow. On the flflh day, being 
then six days from the forest of Ardennes, we hid ourselves in a 
small wood , about a quarter of a mile from the road. I remained 
there, while O'Brien, as a gendarme, went to obtain provisions. 
As usual, I looked out for the best shelter during his absence, and 
what was my horror at falling in with a man and woman who laj 
dead in the snow, having evidently perished from the inclemency 
of the weather. Just as I discovered them, O'Brien returned, and 
I told him : he went with me to view the bodies. They were dressed 
in a strange attire, ribands pinned upon their clothes, and two 
pairs of very high stilts lying by their sides. O'Brien surveyed 
them, and then said, "Peter, this is the very best thing that 
could have happened to us. We may now walk through France 
without soiling our feet with the cursed country." 

**How do you mean?" 

"I mean," said he, **that these are the people that we met 
near Montpelier, who came from the landes, walking about on 
their stilts for the amusement of others, to obtain money. In 
their own country they are obliged to walk so. Now, Peter, it 
appears to me that the man's clothes will fit me, and the girl's 
(poor creature , how pretty she looks , cold in death !) will fit you. 
All we have to do is to practise a little , and then away we start." 

O'Brien then, with some difficulty, pulled off the man's jacket 
andtrowsers, and having so done , buried him in the snow. The 
poor girl was despoiled of her gown and upper petticoat with every 
decency , and also buried. We collected the clothes and stilts, 
and removed to another quarter of the wood , where we found a 
well-sheltered spot, and took our meal. As we did not travel 
that night as usual , we had to prepare our own bed. We scraped 
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away the snow , and made ourselves as comfortable as we conld 
without a fire , bat the weather was dreadful. 

** Peter/' said O'Brien, **I 'm melancholy. Here, drink 
plenty; " and he handed me the flask of spirits, which had never 
been empty. 

"Drink more, Peter." 

**I cannot, O'Brien, without being tipsy." 

"Never mind that , drink .more ; see how these two poor devils 
lost their lives by falling asleep in the snow. Peter," said O'Brien, 
starting up , * * you sha'n't sleep here — follow me." , 

I expostulated in vain. It was almost dark, and he led me to 
the Tillage, near which he pitched upon a hovel (a sort of outhouse). 
**Peter, here is shelter; lie down and sleep, and I '11 keep the 
watch. Not a word , I will have it — down at once." 

I did so, and in a very few minuses was fast asleep , for I was 
worn out with cold and fatigue. For several days we had walked 
all night , and the rest we gained by day was trifling. how I 
longed for a warm bed with four or five blankets ! Just as the day 
broke, O'Brien roused me; he had stood sentry all night, and 
looked very haggard. 

*» O'Brien , you are ill ," said I. 

'* Not a bit; but I 've emptied the brandy-flask; and that 's a 
bad job. However, it is to be remedied." 

We then returned to the wood in a mizzling rain and fog, for 
the weather had changed , and the frost had broken up. The thaw 
was even worse than the frost, and we felt the cold more. O'Brien 
again insisted upon my sleeping in the outhouse, but this time I 
positively refused without he would also sleep there, pointing out 
to him, that we ran no more risk, and perhaps not so much, as if 
be staid outside. Finding I was positive, be at last consented, 
and we both gained it unperceived. We laid down , but I did not 
go to sleep for some time , I was so anxious to see O'Brien fast 
asleep. He went in and out several times, during which I pre- 
tended to be fast asleep ; at last it rained in torrents, and then he 
laid down again , and in a few minutes , overpowered by nature, 
he fell fast asleep , snoring so loudly , that I was afraid some one 
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would hear us. I then got up and watched, oecasiotfaHy i|il9g 
down and slumbering awhile, and then going to the door. 

CHAPTER III. 

Eulted with our success, we march through France without toodiing the 
ground — I become feminine — We are voluntary conscripts. 

At day-break I called O'Brien, who jumped up in a greflt 
hurry. 

" Sure I 've been asleep , Peter." 

**Yes, you have," replied I, **and I thank Heaven that you 
have, for no one could stand such fatigue as you have mueh 
longer; and if y^u fall ill, what will become of me?" This was 
touching him on the right point. 

**WelI, Peter, since there 's no harm come of it, there 's 
no harm done. 1 've had sleep enough for the next week, that 's 
certain. " 

We returned to the wood; the snow had disappeared, and 
the rain ceased ; the sun shone out from between the douds and 
we felt warm. 

*' Don't pass so near that way," said O'Brien , "we shall sec 
the poor creatures, now that the snow is gone. Peter, we must 
shift our quarters to-night, for I have been to every cabaret in the 
village, and I cannot go there any more without suspicion, 
although I am a gendarme." 

We remained there till the evening , and then set off , still re- 
turning towards Givet. About an hour before daylight we arrived 
at a copse of trees close to the road-side, and surrounded by a 
ditch , not above a quarter of a mile from a village. "It appears 
tome," said O'Brien, "that this will do; I will ndw put you 
there , and then go boldly to the village and see what I can get, for 
here we must stay at least a week." 

We walked to the copse, and the ditch being rather too wide 
for mc to leap , O'Brien laid the four stilts together, so as to form 
a bridge, over which I contrived to walk. Tossing to me all the 
bundles , and desiring me to leave the stilts as a bridge for him on 
his return, he set off to the villaige with his musket on his shotdder. 



176 



He WAS away two hours , when he returaed with a large supply of 
provisions, the best we had ever had. French saacissons sea- 
\ soned with garlic, which I thought delightful; four bottles of 
brandy, besides his flask ; a piece of hung beef, and six loaves of 
bread , besides half a baked goose and part of a large pie. 

** There," said he, ''we have enough for a good week; and 
look here , Peter , this is better than all." And he showed me too 
large horse-rugs. 

*' Excellent, " replied I; '*now we shall be comfortable." 

*'I paid honestly for all but these rugs," observed O'Brien; 
*'I was afraid to buy them, so I stole them. However, we '11 
leave them here for those they belong to — it 's only borrowing, 
after all." 

We now prepared a very comfortable shelter with branches, 
which we wove together, and laying the leaves in the sun to dry, 
soon obtained a soft bed to put our horse-rug on , while -we cover- 
ed ourselves up with the other. Our bridge of stilts we had re- 
moved , so that we felt ourselves quite secure from surprise. That 
evening we did nothing but carouse — the goose, the pie, the 
saucissons as big as my arm , were alternately attacked , and we 
went to the ditch to drink water, and then ate again. This was 
quite happiness to what we had suffered, especially with the pro- 
spect of a good bed. At dark , to bed we went , and slept soundly ; 
I never felt more refreshed during our wanderings. At day-light 
O'Brien got up. 

''Now, Peter, a little practice before breakfast." 

' ' What practice do you mean ? " 

"Mean ! why on the stilts. I expect in a week that you '11 be 
able to dance a gavotte at least; for mind me, Peter, you travel 
out of France upon these stilts , depend upon it." 

O'Brien then took the stilts belonging to the man, giving me 
those of the woman. We strapped them td our thighs , and by 
fixing our backs to a tree , contrived to get upright upon them ; 
but at the first attempt to walk , O'Brien fell to the right , and I fell 
to the left. O'Brien feb against a tree • but I fell on my nose, and 
made it bleed very mucn, oowever we .augned and got up again, 
and although we had several falls , at last we made a better hand of 
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them. We theo had some difficulty in getting down again , hat we 
found out how , by again resorting to a tree. After breakfast we 
strapped them on again, and practised, and so we continued to 
do for the whole day , when we again attacked our provisions , and 
fell asleep under our horse-rug. This continued for five days , by 
which time, being constantly on the stills, we became very ex- 
pert; and although I could not dance a gavotte — for I did not 
know what that was — I could hop about with them with the great- 
est ease. 

**One day's more practice," said O'Brien, ''for our provi- 
sions will last one day more , and then we start; but this time we 
must rehearse in costume." 

O'Brien ihen dressed me in the poor girl's clothes, and himself 
io the man's; they Otled very well, and the last day we practised 
as man and woman. 

'* Peler i you make a very pretty girl ," said O'Brien. 

'*But, O'Brien," replied I, *' as these petticoats are not very 
warm, I mean to cut off my trowsers up to my knees, and wear 
them underneath." 

''That 'sail right," said O'Brien. 

The next morning we made use of our stilts to cross the ditch, 
and carrying them in our hands we boldly set off on the high road 
to Maiines. We met several people , gens-d'armes and others, 
but with the eiception of some remarks upon my good looks , we 
passed unnoticed. Towards the evening we arrived at the village 
where we had slept in the outhouse , and as soon as we entered it, 
we put on our stills , and commenced a march. When theicrowd 
had gathered we held out our caps, and receiving nine or ten sous, 
we entered a cabaret. Many questions were asked us, as to where 
we came from , and O'Brien answered , telling lies innumerable. 
1 played the modest girl , and O'Brien , who stated I was his sister, 
appeared very careful and jealous of any attention. We slept well, 
and the next morning continued our route to Maiines. We very 
often put on our stilts for practice on the road , which detained us 
Tery much, and it was not until the eighth day, without any va- 
riety or any interruption, that we arrived at Maiines. As we 
entered the barriers we put on oar stilts^ and marched boldly on. 

p€ter Simple, 12 
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The guard at the gate stopped us , not from suspicion , bill to 
amuse themselves , and I was forced to solvit to several ki$ses 
firom their garHc lips before we were allowed to enter the town. 
We again mounted on our stilts, for the guard had forced us to 
dismount , or they could not have kissed me , evetj now and Chen 
imitating a dance , until we arrived at the ^<f7i^j)/drc9, where we 
stopped opposite the hotel, and commenced a sort of waltz which 
we had practised. The people in the hotel looked ouf of the windi^W 
to see our exhibition , and when we had finished I went up to the 
windows with O'Brien's cap to collect money. What was ray sur- 
prise to perceive Colonel O'Brien looking full in my face, and 
staring very hard at me? what was my greater astonishment at 
seeing Celeste , who immediately recognised me , and ran back to 
the sofa in the room, putting her bands np to her eyes , and cryidg 
out, Cest Im, c'est lui! Fortunately O'Brien was close to me, or 
I should have fallen, but he supported me. '* Peter, ask the 
crowd for money, or you are lost." I did so, and collecting some 
pence, then asked him what I should do. ** Go back to the win- 
(iow — you can then judge of what will happen." I returned to 
the window; Colonel O'Brien had disappeared, but Celeste was 
there, as if waiting for me. I held out the cap to her^ and she 
thrust her hand into it. The cap sunk with the weight. I took 
out a purse , which I kept closed in my hand , and put it into 
my bosom. Celeste then retired from the window, and when 
she had gone to the back of the room kissed her hand to me, 
and went out at the door. I remained stupiQed for a moment, 
but O'Brien roused me, and we quitted the Grande Place ^ ta- 
king up our quarters at a little cabaret.^ On examining the purse, 
t found fifty Napoleons in it: these must have been obtained 
from her father. I cried over them with delight. O'Brien was also 
much affected at the kindness of the colonel. '*He 's ft real 
O'Brien, every inch of him," said he: '* even this cursed eottntry 
can't spoil the breed." 

At the cabaret where we stopped, lire were informed, tl^t the 
officer who was at the hotel had been appointed to the ooramand of 
the strong fort of Bergen-op-Zoom , and was pMceedifng thither. 
We must not chance to meet hiiti again, if possible," bM. 
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O'Brien; ''it would be tfeading too dose upon tke heels of his 
duty. Neither will it do to appear on stilts among the dikes ; so, 
Peter , we '11 just stump on dear of this towa, and then we '11 trust 
to our wits." 

We walked out of the town early in the morning, after O'Brien 
had made purchases of some of the dothes usually worn by the 
peasantry. When within a few miles of St. Nicholas , we threw 
away our stilts and the dothes which we had on , and dressed our- 
selves in those O'Brien had purchased. O'Brien had not forgot to 
provide us with two large brown-coloured blankets, which we 
strapped on to our shoulders , as the soldiers do their coats. 

* * But what are we to pass for now , O'Brien ? " ^ 

** Peter, I will settle that point before night. Hy wits are 
working, but I like to trust to chance for a stray idea or so; we 
must walk fast , or we shall be smothered with the snow." 

It was bitter cold weather, and the snow had fallen heavily 
during the whole day; but although nearly dusk, there was a 
bright moon ready for us. We walked very fast, and soon ob«* 
served persons ahead of us. "Let us overtake them, we may 
obtain some information.*' As we came up with them, one of 
them (they were both lads of seventeen to eighteen) said to O'Brien, 
**f thought we were the last, but I was mistaken. How far is it 
now to St. Nicholas?" 

"How should I know?" replied O'Brien , "I am a stranger in 
these parts as well as yourself." 

"From what part of France do you come?*' demauded the 
other , his teeth chattering with the cold, for he was badly clothed, 
and with little defence from the indement weather. 

"FromMontpelier," replied O'Brien. 

''And I from Toulouse. A sad change, comrade, from olives 
and vines to such a climate as this. Curse the conscription : I in- 
tended to have taken a little wife neit year." 

O'Brien gave me a push , as if to say, "Here 's something that 
will do," and then continued — 

' ' And curse the conscription I say too , for I had just married, 
and now .my wife is left to be aanoyed by the attention of the 
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fermier giniral. But it can't be helped. Cestpour la France 
etpour la gloire" 

«* We shall be too late to get a billet /' replied the other, ** and 
Dot a sous have I in my pockets. I doubt if I get up with the main 
body till they are at Flushing. By our route , they are at A.xei 
to-day." 

**If we arrive atSt. Nicholas we shall do well," replied O'Brien; 
**but I have a little money left, aud I '11 not see a comrade want a 
supper or a bed who is going to serve his country. You can repay 
me when we meet at Flushing." 

**ThatIwill, with thanks," replied the Frenchman , ''and so 
will Jaques , here, if you will trust him." 

''With pleasure," replied O'Brien, who then entered into a 
long conversation, by which he drew out from the Frenchmen that 
a party of conscripts had been ordered to Flushing, and that they 
had dropped behind the main body. O'Brien passed himself off 
as a conscript belonging to the party, and me as his brother, who 
had resolved to join ihe army as a drummer, rather than part with 
him. In about an hour we arrived at St. Nicholas, and after some 
difficulty obtained entrance into a cabaret. ^^Five la France!" 
said O'Brien, going up to the lire, and throwing the snow off his 
hat. In a short time we were seated to a good supper and very 
tolerable wine, the hostess sitting down by us, and listening to 
the true narratives of the real conscripts, and the false one of 
O'Brien. After supper the conscript who first addressed us pulled 
out his printed paper, with the route laid down, and observed that 
we were two days behind the others. O'Brien read it over, and 
laid«it on the table, at the same time calling for more wine, having 
already pushed it round very freely. We did not drink much our- 
selves , but plied them hard , and at last the conscript commenced 
the whole history of his intended marriage and his disappointment, 
tearing his hair, and crying now and then. **Never mind," in- 
terrupted O'Brien, every two or three minutes, " buvoru un autre 
coup pour la gloire !** and thus he continued to make them both 
drink until they reeled away to bed, forgetting their printed paper, 
which O'Brien had some time before slipped away from the table. 
We also retired to our room, when O'Brien observed to me, " Pe- 
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ler , this description is as much like me as I am to old Nick : but 
that 's of DO consequence , as nobody goes willingly as a conscript, 
and therefore they mrill never have a doubt but that it is all right. 
We must be off early to-morrow , while these good people are in 
bed, and steal a long march upon them. I consider that we are 
now safe as far as Flushing.' 
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CHAPTER IV. 

What occurred at Flushing, and What occurred when we got out of 

Flushing. 

An hour before day-break we started ; the snow was thick on 
the ground, but the sky was clear, and without any difficulty or 
interruption we passed through the towns of AxelandHalst, ar- 
rived at Terneuse on the fourth day, and went over to Flushing in 
company with about a dozen more stragglers from the main body. 
As we landed, the guard asked us whether we were conscripts. 
O'Brien replied that he was , and held out his paper. They took 
his name, or rather that of the person it belonged to, down in a 
book, and told him that he must apply to the Stat major before 
three o'clock. We passed on , delighted with our success , and 
then O'Brien pulled out the letter which had been given to him by 
the woman of the cabaret who had offered to assist me to' escape 
when O'Brien passed off as a gendarme , and reading the address, 
demanded his way to the street. We soon found out the house, 
and entered. 

''Conscripts!" said the woman of the house, looking at 
O'Brien; "I am billeted full already. It must be a mistake. 
Where is your order?** 

*'Read," said O'Brien, handing her the letter. 

She read the letter, and putting it into her neckerchief, desired 
him to follow her. O'Brien beckoned me to come , and we went 
into a small room. ** What can I do for you?" said the woman ; 
**I will do all In my power; but, alas ! you will march from here 
in two or three days." 

Nevermind," replied O'Brien, **we will talk the matter over 
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by and by, bat at present only oblige us by lettiag ns remain in 
this little room ; ure do not wish to be seen/' 

** Comment done! — yon a conscript, and not wish to be seen ! 
Are you, then, intending to desert?" 

'* Answer me one question; you have read that letter, do yon 
intend to act up to its purport, as your sister requests?" 

** As I hope for mercy I will , if I suffer every thing. She is a 
dear sister, and would not write so earnestly if she had not strong 
reasons. My house and every thing you command are yours — can 
I say more?" 

^^But," continued O'Brien, ** suppose I did intend to desert, 
would you then assist me?" 

"At my peril," replied the woman: **have you not assisted 
my family when in difficulty?" 

**WeIl, then, I will not at present detain you from your bu- 
siness ; I have heard you called several times. Let us have dinner 
when convenient , and we will remain here." 

"If I have any knowledge of phiz ~ whattFye call it,*' ob- 
served O'Brien, after she left us, 'Uhere is honesty in that woman, 
and I must trust her, but not yet; we must wait till the conscripts 
have gone." I agreed with O'Brien, and we remained talking 
«ntil an hour afterwards, when the woman brought us our 
dinner. 

*' What is your name?" inquired O'Brien. 

''Louise Eustache ; you might have read it on the letter." 

* * Are you married ? " 

" O yes , these six years. My husband is seldom at home ; he 
is a Flushing pilot. A hard life, harder even than that of a soldier. 
Who is this lad?" 

He is my brother, who, if I go as a soldier, intends to vo- 
lunteer as a drummer." 

* * Pauvre er\fant ! &est dommage,*' 

The cabaret was full of conscripts and other people , so that the 
hostess had enough to do. At night we were shown by her into a 
small bed-room^ adjoining the room we occupied. "You are 
quite alone here : the conscripts are to muster to-morrow, I find, 
in the Place d'Armes^ at two o'clock : do you intend to go?' 
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'<No," replied O'Brien: <*tbey will think thet I am behind. 
It is of no consequence." 

''Well/' replied the woman, **do as yon please, yeu may 
trast me; but I am so busy, without any one to assist me, that 
until they leave the town , I can hardly find time to speak to you." 

'* That will be soon enough, my good hostess," replied O'Brien : 
**aurevoir.'* 

The next evening , the woman came in , in some alarm , stating 
that a conscript had arrived whose name had been given in before, 
and that the person who had given it in bad not mustered at the 
place. That the conscript had declared , that his pass had been 
stolen from him by a person with whom be had stopped at St. Ni- 
cholas , and that there were orders for a strict search to be made 
through the town , as it was known that some English officers had 
escaped , and it was supposed that one of them had obtained the 
pass. ** Surely you 're not English?" inquired the woman , look- 
ing earnestly at O'Brien. 

"Indeed, buti am, my dear," replied O'Brien : **and so is 
this lad with me ; and the favour which your sister requires is, that 
you help us over the water, for which service there are one hundred 
louis ready to be paid upon delivery of us." i 

^'Oh, man Dieu ! mats c'est impossible.*' 

'' Impossible ! " replied O'Brien ; *' was that the answer I gave 
your sister in her trouble?" 

* * Ju moins o*est difficile J" 

*'That 's quite another concern ; but with your husband a pilot ! 
I should think a great part of the difficulty removed." 

**My husband ! I 've no power over him ," replied the woman, 
putting the apron up to her eyes. 

**But one hundred louis may have," replied O'Brien. 

' * There is truth in that ,'' observed the woman , after a pause ; 
** but what am I to do , if they come to search the house ? " 

**Send us out of it, until you can find an opportunity to send 
us to England. I leave it all to you — your sister expects it from 
you." 

*' And she shall not be disappointed , if God helps us ," replier' 
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the woman , after a short paase ; *' bat I fear yoo mast leave this 
house and die town also to-night." 

" How are we to leave the town ?*' 

"I will arrange that; be ready at foar o'clock, for the gates 
are shut at dusk. I must go now , for there is no time to be lost." 

'* We are in a nice mess now, O'Brien/' observed I, after the 
woman had quitted the room. 

^*Devil-a-bit, Peter; I feel no anxiety whatever, except at 
leaving such good quarters." 

We packed up all our effects , not forgetting our two blankets, 
and waited the return of the hostess. In about an hour she entered 
the room. '* I have spoken to my husband's sister, who lives about 
two miles on the road to Middelburg. She is in town now, for it is 
market-day, and you will be safe where she hides you. I told her, 
it was by my husband's request, or she would not have consented. 
Here, boy, put on these clothes : I will assist you." Once more 
I was dressed as a girl, and when my clothes were on, O'Brien 
burst out into laughter at my blue stockings and short petticoats. 
' ' // n' est pas mal" observed the hostess , as she Gxed a small cap 
on my head, and then tied a kerchief under my chin , which partly 
hid my face. O'Brien put on a great coat, which the woman handed 
to him, with a wide-brimmed hat. '* Now follow me ! " She led 
us into the street, which was thronged, till we arrived at the 
market-place , when she met another woman , who joined her. 
At the end of the market-place stood a small horse and cart, into 
which the strange woman and I mounted, while O'Brien , by the 
directions of the landlady, led the horse through the crowd until we 
arrived at the barriers, when she wished us good day in a loud 
voice before the guard. The guard took no notice of us, and we 
passed safely through , and found ourselves upon a neatly-paved 
road, as straight as an arrow, and lined on each side with high 
trees and a ditch. In about an hour we stopped near to the farm- 
house of the woman who was in charge of us. **Do you observe 
that wood ? " said she to O'Brien, pointing to one about half a mile 
from the road. " I dare not take you into the house , my husband 
is so violent against the English who captured his schuyt, and made 
him a poor man, that he would inform against you immediately; 
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but go you there, make yourselves as comfortable as you can to- 
night, and to-morrow I will send you what you want. Adieu! Je 
vous plains, pauvre ei\fant," said she looking at me, as she drove 
off in the cart towards her own house. 

** Peter," said O'Brien, *'I think that her kicking us out of her 
house is a proof of her sincerity, and therefore I say no more about 
it ; we have the brandy-flask to keep up our spirits. Now then for 
the wood , though , by the powers , I shall have no relish for any of 
your pic-nic parties, as they call them , for the next twelve years." 

**But, O'Brien , how can I get over this ditch in petticoats? I 
could hardly leap it in my own clothes." 

"You must tie your petticoats round your waist and make a 
good run ; get over as far as you can, and I will drag you through 
the rest." 

'* But you forget that we are to sleep in the wood , and that it 's 
no laughing matter to get wet through , freezing so hard as it does 
now." 

''Very true, Peter; but as the snow lies so deep upon the ditch, 
perhaps the ice may bear. I '11 try; if it bears me, it will not con- 
descend to bend at your shrimp of a carcass." 

O'Brien tried the ice, which was firm, and we both walked 
over, and making all the haste we could , arrived at the wood , as 
the woman called it, but which was not more than a clump of trees 
of about half an acre. We cleared away the snow for about six feet 
round a very hollow part , and then O'Brien cut stakes and fixed 
them in the earth , to which we stretched one blanket. The snow 
being about two feet deep, there was plenty of room to creep under- 
neath the blanket. We then collected all the leaves we could, beat- 
ing the snow off them, and laid them at the bottom of the hole; 
over the leaves we spread the other blanket, and taking our bun- 
dles in , we then stopped up with snow every side of the upper 
blanket, except the hole to creep in at. It was quite astonishing 
what a warm place this became in a short time after we had re- 
mained in it. It was almost too warm , although the weather out- 
side was piercingly cold. After a good meal and a dose of brandy, 
we both fell fast asleep , but not until I had taken off my woman's 
attire and resumed my own clothes. We never slept better or more 
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wraly than we did in this hole which we had nuide on the grosady 
covered with ice and snow. 



CHAPTER V. 

O'Brien parts company to hunt for provisions, and I have other compajBij 
in consequence of another hunt — O'Brien pathetically mourns my 
death and finds me alive — We escape. 

The ensuing morning we looked out anxiously for the promised 
assistance, for we were not very rich in provisions, although what 
we had were of a very good quality. It was not until three o'clock 
in the afternoon that we perceived a little girl coming towards us, 
escorted by a large mastiff. When she arrived at the copse of trees 
where we lay concealed , she cried out to the dog in Dutch , who 
immediately scoured the wood until he came to our hiding-place, 
when he crouched down at the entrance , barking furiously^ and 
putting us in no small dread , lest he should attack us ; but the 
little girl spoke to him again, and he remained in the same posi- 
tion , looking at us , wagging his tail , with his under jaw lying on 
the snow. She soon came up, and looking underneath, pul a 
basket in, and nodded her head. We emptied the basket. O'Brien 
took out a napoleon and offered it to her; she refused it, but 
O'Brien forced it into her hand , upon which she again spoke to 
the dog, who commenced barking so furiously at us, that we ex^ 
pected every moment he would fly upon us. The girl at the same 
time presenting the napoleon, and pointing to the dog, I went 
forward and took the napoleon from her, at which she immediately 
silenced the enormous brute, and laughing at us, hastened away. 

*' By the powers, that 's a fine little girl ! " said O'Brien; **I'll 
back her and her dog against any man. Well , I never had a dog 
set at me for giving money before, but we live and learn, Peter; 
DOW let 's see what she brought in the barket." We found hard- 
boiled eggs, bread, and a smoked mutton-ham, with a large 
bottle of gin. * * What a nice little girl ! I hope she will often favoar 
us with her company. I 've been thinking, Peter, that we 're quite 
as well off here , as in a midshipman's berth.' 

** You forget that you are a lieutenant." 
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*<Well, so I did, Peter, and that 's the truth, but it 's Hbt 
force of habit. Now let 's make our dinner. It 's a new-fashioned 
way though, of making a meal, lying down; but however, it 's 
economical y for it must take longer to swallow the victuals." 

** The Romans used to eat their meals lying down, so I have 
read, O'Brien." 

" I can'( say that I ever heard it mentioned in Ireland , but that 
don't prove that it was not the case ; so , Peter , I '11 take your word 
for it. Murder ! how fast it snows again. I wonder what my fa- 
ther 's thinking on just at this moment." 

This observation of O'Brien induced as to talk about our 
friends and relations in England , and after much conversation we 
fell fast asleep. The next morning we found the snow had fallen 
about eight inches, and weighed down our upper blanket so much, 
that we were obliged to go out and cut stakes to support it up from 
the inside. While we were thus employed, we heard a loud noise 
and shouting, and perceived several men, apparently armed 
and accompanied with dogs, running straight in the direction 
of the wood where we were encamped. We were much alarmed, 
thinking that they were in search of us , but on a sudden they 
turned off in another direction , continuing with the same speed 
as before. ** What could it be?" said I to O'BrieD. **I can't 
exactly say, Peter; but I should think that they were hunting 
something, and the only game that I think likely to be in such a 
place as this are otters." I was of the same opinion. We expected 
the little girl, but she did not come , and after looking out for her 
till dark , we crawled into our hole and supped upon the remainder 
of our provisions." 

The next day, as may be supposed , we were very anxious for 
her arrival, but she did not appear at the time expected. Night 
again came on, and we went to bed without having any sustenance, 
except a small piece of bread that was left, and some gin which 
was remaining in the flask. "Peter," said O'Brien, **if she 
don't come again to-morrow, I '11 try what I can do; for I 've no 
idea of our dying of hunger here, like the two babes in the wood, 
and being found covered up with dead leaves. If she does not ap- 
pear at three o'clock , I 'm off for provisions, and I don't see much 
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danger, for in this dress I look as much of a boor as any man ia 
Holland." 

We passed an uneasy night, as we felt convinced , either that 
the danger was so great that they dare not venture to assist us, or, 
\ that being over-ruled, they had betrayed us, and left us to manage 
how we could. The next morning I dimbed up the only large tree 
in the copse and looked round, especially in the direction of the 
farm-house belonging to the woman who had pointed out to us our 
place of concealment; but nothing was to be seen but one vast 
tract of flat country covered with snow, and now and then a vehicle 
passing at a distance on the Middelburg road. I descended, and 
found O'Brien preparing for a start. He was very melancholy, and 
said to me, ** Peter, if I am taken, you must, at all risks, put 
on your girl's clothes and go to Flushing to the cabaret. The 
women here , I am sure , will protect you , and send you back to 
Eagland. I only want two napoleons ; take all the rest , you will 
require them. If I am not back by to-night, set off for Flushing 
to-morrow morning." O'Brien waited some time longer, talking 
with me , and it then being past four o'clock , he shook me by the 
hand, and, without speaking, left the wood. I never felt mise- 
rable during the whole time since we were first put into prison at 
Toulon , till that moment, and, when he was a hundred yards off, 
I knelt down and prayed. He had been absent two hours, and it 
was quite dusk , when I heard a noise at a distance : it advanced 
every moment nearer and nearer. On a sudden, I heard a rustling 
of the bushes, and hastened under the blanket, which was 
covered with snow , in hopes that they might not perceive the en- 
trance; but I was hardly there before in dashed after me an enor- 
mous wolf. I cried out , expecting to be torn to pieces every mo- 
ment; but the creature lay on his belly, his mouth wide open, his 
eyes glaring , and his long tongue hanging out of his mouth, and 
although he touched me, he was so exhausted that he did not at- 
tack me. The noise increased, and I immediately perceived that 
it was the hunters in pursuit of him. I had crawled in feet first, 
the wolf ran.in head-foremost, so that we lay head and tail. I 
crept out as fast as I could , and perceived men and dogs not two 
hundred yards off in full chase. I hastened to the large tree, and 
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bad not ascended six feet \vhen they came up ; f he dogs flew to the 
hole, and in a very short time the wolf was killed. The hunters 
being too busy to observe me , I had, in the mean time, climbed 
up the trunk of the tree, and hid myself as well as I could. Being 
not fifteen yards from them, I heard their expressions of surprise 
as they lifted up the blanket and dragged out the dead wolf, which 
they carried away with them ; their conversation being in Dutch , I 
could not understand it, but I was certain that they made use of 
the word *' English." The hunters and dogs quitted the copse, 
and I was about to descend , when one of them returned , and 
pulling up the blankets, rolled them together and walked away 
with them. Fortunately^ he did not perceive our bundles by the 
little light given by the moon. I waited a short time and then came 
down. What to do I knew not. If I did not remain and O'Brien 
returned, what would bethink? If I did, I should be dead with 
cold before the morning. I looked for our bundles, and found 
that in the conflict between the dogs and the wolf, they had been 
buried among the leaves. I recollected O'Brien's advice, and 
dressed myself in the girl's clothes, but I could not make up my 
mind to go to Flushing. So I resolved to walk towards the farm- 
house , whirh being close to the road , would give me a chance of 
meeting wiih O'Brien. I soon arrived there, and prowled round 
it for some time, but the doors and windows were all fast, and I 
dared not knock, after what the woman had said about her hus- 
band's inveteracy to the English. At last, as I looked round and 
round, quite at a loss what to do, I thought I saw a figure at a 
distance proceeding in the direction of the copse. I hastened after 
it and saw it enter. 1 (hen advanced very cautiously, for although 
I thought it might be O'Brien, yet it was possible that it was one of 
the men who chased the wolf, in search of more plunder. But I 
soon heard O'Brien's voice, and I hastened towards him. I was 
close to him without his perceiving me, and found him sitting 
down with his face covered up in his two hands. At last he cried, 
*'0 Pater! my poor Pater! are you taken at last? Could I not 
leave you for one hour in safety? Ochone! why did I leave you? 
My poor, poor Pater! simple you were, sure enough, and that 's 
why I loved you; but, Pater, I would have made a man of you, 
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for yoa *d all the materials, that 's the truth — and a fine man too. 
Where am I to look for yon, Pater? Where am I to find yon, 
Pater? Tou *re fast locked up by this time , and all my trouble 's 
gone for nothing. But I 'U be locked up too , Pater. Where you 
are, will I be; and if we can't go to England together, why then 
we '11 go back to that blackguard hole at Giyet together. Ochone ! 
Ochone! " O'Brien spoke no more, but burst into tears. I was 
much affected with this proof of O'Brien's sincere regard , and I 
came to his side , and clasped him in my arms, O'Brien stared at 
me — *'Wbo are you, you ugly Dutch frow?" (for he had quite 
forgotten the woman's dress at the moment,) but recollecting 
bimself, be hugged me in his arms. ** Pater, you come as near 
to an angel's shape as you can , for you come in that of a woman, 
to comfort me ; for , to tell the truth , I was T^y much distressed 
at not finding you here ; and all the blankets gone to boot. What 
has been the matter?" I explained in as few words as I could. 

'' Weil, Peter, I 'm happy to find you all safe , and much hap- 
pier to find that you can be trusted when I leave yon, for you could 
not have behaved more prudently. Now I 'II tell you what I did, 
which was not much , as it happened. I knew that there was no 
cabaret between us and Flushing, for I took particular notice as I 
came along : so I took the road to Middelburg, and found but one, 
which was full of soldiers. I passed it, and found no other. A» 
I came back past the same cabaret, one of the soldiers caste out to 
me, but I walked along the road. He quickened his pace, and so 
did I mine, for I expected mischief. At last he came up to me, 
aad spoke to me in Dutch, to which I gave him no answer. He 
collared me , and then I thought it convenient to pretend that I was 
deaf and dumb. I pointed to my mouth with an Au — au — and 
then to my ears, and shook my head; but he would not be con- 
vinced , and I heard him say something about English. I tkea 
knew that there was no time to be lost, so I first burst out into a 
loud laugb and stopped; and on his attempting to force me» I 
kicked up his heels , and he fell on the ice with such a rap on the 
pate , that I doubt if &e has recovered it by this time. There I left 
bim , and have run back as hard as I could ^ without any thing for 
Peter to fill his little hungry inside with. Noyr^ Peter, what's 
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your opioidfi? for they say, that out of the mouth of babes there is 
wisdom ; and although I never saw any thing come out of their 
mouths but sour milk, yet perhaps I may be more fortunate this 
time, for, Peter, you 're but a baby." 

**Not a small one, O'Brien, although not quite so large as 
FingaFs babby that you told me the story of. My idea is this. Let 
Its, at all hazards, go to the farm-house. They have assisted us, 
and may be inclined to do so again ; if they refuse , we must push 
oa to Flushing and take our chance.'' 

"Well," observed O'Brien, after a pause, **I think we can do 
no better, so let 's be off." We went to the farm-house , and, as 
we approached the door , were met by the great mastiff. I started 
back, O'Brien boldly advanced. ''He's a clever dog, and may 
know us again, i '11 go up ," said O'Brien, not stopping while he 
spoke, **and pat his head; if he flies at me, I shall be no worse 
than I was before , for depend upon it he will not allow us to go 
back again." O'Brien by this time had advanced to the dog , who 
looked earnestly and angrily at him. He patted bis head , the dog 
growled, but O'Brien put his arm round his neck , and patting him 
again , wtiistled to him , and went to the door of the farm-ho^se. 
The dog followed him silently but closely. O'Brien knocked, and 
the door was opened by the little girl : the mastiff advanced to the 
girl and then turned round , facing O'Brien , as much as to say — 
**Is he to come in?" The girl spoke to the dog, and went in-doors. 
Bnrtng her absence the mastiff laid down at the threshold. In a 
few seconds the woman who had brought us from Flushing came 
ottt , and desired us to enter. She spoke very good French , and 
told us that fortunately her husband was absent ; that the reason 
why we had not been supplied was , that a wolf had met her little 
gill returning t^e other day, but had been beaten off by the mastiff, 
and that she was afraid to allow her to go again ; that she heard tbe 
wolf had been killed this evening, and had intended her girl to 
have gone to us eaity to-morrow morning. That wolves were 
liardly knorwn in that country, but that the severe winter had 
l)rought them down to the lowlands, a very rare circumstance, oc- 
tnirring pethaps not once in twenty years. ** But how did you pass 
Ibe mastiff? " said she ; '* ^at has surprised my daughter and me. 
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O'Brien told her, upon which she said, *Uhat the English were 
really *des braves* No other man had ever done the same." So 
I thought, for nothing would have induced me to do it. O'Brien 
then told the history of the death of the wolf, with all particulars, 
and our intention, if we could not do better, of returning to 

Flushing. 

**I heard that Pierre Eustache came home yesterday,'' replied 
the woman ; " and I do think that you will be safer there than here, 
for they will never think of looking for you omong the casernes^ 
which join their cabaret." 

'* Will you lend us your assistance to get in?" 
**I will see what I can do. But are you not hungry?" 
'^ About as hungry as men who have eaten nothing for two 
days. " 

^'MoJiDieu! c^est vrai. I never thought it was so long, but 
those whose stomachs are filled forget those who are empty. God 
make us better and more charitable ! " 

She spoke to the little girl in Dutch; who hastened to load the 
table, which we hastened to empty. The little girl stared at our 
voracity; but at last she laughed out, and clapped her*hands at 
every fresh mouthful which we took, and pressed us to eat more. 
She allowed me to kiss her, until her mother told her that I was 
not a woman, when she pouted at me, and beat roe off. Before 
midnight we were fast asleep upon the benches before the kitchen 
lire, and at day-break were roused up by the woman , who offered 
us some bread and spirits; and then we went out to the door, 
where we found the horse and cart all ready , and loaded with vege- 
tables for the market. The woman , the little girl , and myself 
got in , O'Brien leading as before , and (he mastiff following. We 
had learnt the dog's nama, which was AaiuUe^ and J[ie seemed to 
be quite fond of us. We passed the dreaded barriers without in- 
terruption, and in ten minutes entered the cabaret ofEustache; 
and immediately walked into the little room through a crowd of 
soldiers, two of whom chucked me under the chin. Who should 
we find there but Eustache , the pilot himself, in conversation with 
his wife; and it appeared that .they were talking about us, she in- 
sisting, and he unwilling to have any hand in the business. ''Well, 



193 



here they are themselves, Eastache: the soldiers who have seen 
them come in will never believe that this is their first entry, if yoa 
give them up. I leave them to make their own bargain ; but mark 
me, Eustache, I have slaved night and day in this cabaret for your 
profit ;* if you do not oblige me and my family , I no longer keep a 
cabaret for you." 

Madame Eustache then quitted the room with her husband's 
sister and little girl, and 0*Brien immediately^accosted him. "I 
promise you " said he to Eustache , ** one hundred louis if you put 
us on shore at any part of England , or on board of any English 
man-of-war; and if you do it within a week , I will make it twenty 
louis more." O'Brien then pulled out the fifty napoleons given us 
by Celeste, for our own were not yet expended , and laid them on 
the table. '* Here is this in advance , to prove my sincerity. Say, 
is it a bargain or not?" 

<*I never yet heard of a poor man who could withstand his 
wife's arguments, backed with one hundred and twenty louis," 
said Eustache smiling , and sweeping the money off the table. 

'^I presume you have no objection to star^ to-night? That will 
be ten lonis more in your favour," replied O^Brien. 

^*I shall earn them," replied Eustache: **the sooner I am off 
the better , for I could not long conceal you here. The young frow 
with you is , I suppose , your companion that my wife mentioned. 
He has begun to suffer hardships early. Come , now sit down and 
talk, for nothing can be done till dark." 

O'Brien narrated the adventures attending our escape , at which 
Eustache laughed heartily ; the more so , at the mistake which his 
wife was under , as to the obligations of the family. ** If I did not 
feelinclined to assist you before, I do now, just for the laugh I 
shall have at her when I come back ; and if she wants any more as- 
sistance for the sake of her relations, I shall remind her of this 
anecdote ; but she 's a good woman and a good wife to boot , only 
too fond of her sisters." At dusk he equipped us both in sailor's 
jackets and trowsers , and desired us to follow him boldly. He 
passed the guard , who knew him well. ' ''What , to sea already? " 
said one. * * You have quarrelled with your wife." At which they 
all laughed, and we joined. We gained the beach, jumped into 
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his little boat, pulled off to his vessel, and, in a few nrimites, 
were vndcr weigh. With a strong tide and a fair wind we were 
sooo clear of the Scheldt, and the next morning a cutler hove in 
sight. We steered for her, ran under her lee, O'Brien hailed for 
a boat, andEustache, receiving my bill for the remainder of his 
money, wished us success; we shook hands, and in a few mii- 
nutes found ourselves once more under the British pennaat. 

CHAPTER VL 

Adventures at home — I am introdaced to my grandrather — He obtains 
employment for O'Brien and myself, and we join a frigate. 

As soon as we were on the deck of the cutter, the lieutenant 
commanding her inquired of us, in a consequential manner, who 
we were. 0*Brien replied that we were English prisoners who had 
escaped. ''Oh, midshipmen, I presume," replied the lien- 
tenant ; "I heard that some had contrived to get away." 

** My name. Sir," said O'Brien, * Ms Lieutenant O'Brien; and 
if you '11 send for a Steel's List, I will have the hopour of pointing 
it out to you. This /oung gentleman is Mr. Peter Simple, mid- 
shipman , and grandson, to the Right Honourable Lord Viscount 
Privilege. " 

The lieutenant, who was a little snub-nosed man, with » 
pimply face , then altered his manuer towards us , and begged we 
would step down into the cabin, where he offered what perhaps was 
the greatest of all luxuries to us, some English cheese and bottled 
porter. **Pray," said he, ''did you see anything of one of my 
officers , who was taken prisoner when I was sent with despatches 
to the Mediterranean fleet?" 

"May I first ask the name of your Il?ely little craft?'* said 
O'Brien. 

"TheSoapper," replied the lieutenant. 

"Och, murder! sure enough we met him. He was sent to 
Yerdun , but we had the pleasure of his company en route as far as 
Montpelier. A remarkably genteel, well dressed young man, 
was he not ! " 

"Why, I can't say much about his gentiUty; indeed, I am. 
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not mach of a jadge. As for his dress, he ought to have dressed 
well , but he never did when on board of me. His father is iqy 
tailor, and I took him as midshipman , just to square anacconnt 
between us." 

** That 's exactly what I thought /' replied O'Brien. 

He did not say any more , which I was glad of, as the lieutenant 
might not have been pleased at what had occurred. 

** When do you expect to run into port?" demanded O'Brien ; 
for we were rather anxious to put our feet ashore again in old Eng- 
land. The lieutenant replied that his cruise was nearly up ; and 
he considered our arrival quite sufficient reason for him to run in 
directly, and that he intended to put his helm up after the people 
had had their dinner. We were much delighted wkh this inteUi- 
gence , and still more to see the intention put into execution half 
aaboar afterwards. 

In three days w.e anclMred at Spithead , and w«nt ob shore with 
the lieutenant to repoct ourselves to the admkaL Oh I with what 
joy- did I first pot my foot on the shingle beach at Sal^yporl, and 
then hasAea to the post-offiee to put in a long letter ^ch I had 
writteo to my mother We did not go to the admiral's, but merely 
reported ourselves at the admiral's office ; for we had oo clothes fil 
to appear iu. Bui we called at Meredith's the tailor, aud he pro- 
mised that, by the next morning, we should be fitted complete. 
We then ordered new hats, and every thing we required , and 
went to the Fountain inn . O'Brien refused to go to the Blue Posts, 
as being only a receptacle for midshipmen. By eleven o'clock the 
next morning, we were fit to appear before the admiral, who re- 
ceived ua very kindly , and requested our company to diaoer. As 
I did not intend setting off for home until I had received an an&wer 
f oral my mother, we, of course, accepted the invitation. 

Tbere was a large party of naval officers and ladies, and 
O'Bnen amused them very much during dinner. When the la-?- 
dies left the room , the admiral's wife told me to come up with 
them! and when we arrived at the drawing room, the ladiicfr all* 
gathered round me, and I had to narrate the whole of my adven- 
tures , which very much entertained and interested them. The 
next morning I received a letter from my mother — such a kind 
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one ! entreating me to come home as fast I could , and bring my 
preserver O'Brien with me. I showed it to O'Brien , and asked 
him whether he would accompany me. 

'* Why, Peter, my boy, I have a little business of some im- 
portance to transact; which is, to obtain my arrears of pay, and 
some prize-money which I find due. When I have settled that 
point, I will go to town to pay my respects to the First Lord of the 
Admiralty, and then I think I will go and see your father and mo- 
ther: for, until I know how matters stand, and whether I shall 
be able to go with spare cash in my pocket, I do not wish to see 
my own family; so write down your address here, and you'll be 
sure I 'II come , if it is only to square my accounts with you , for I 
am not a little in your debt." 

I cashed a check setat by my father , and set off in the mail that 
night ; the neit evening I arrived safe home. But I shall leave the 
reader to imagine the scene : to my mother I was always dear, and 
circumstances had rendered me of some importance to my father, 
for I was now an only son , and his prospects were very different 
from what they were when I left home. About a week afterwards, 
O'Brien joined us , having got through all his business. His first 
act was, to account with my father for his share of the expenses; 
and he even insisted upon paying his half of the fifty napoleons 
given me by Celeste , which had been remitted to a banker at Paris 
before O'Brien's arrival , with a guarded letter of thanks from my 
father to Colonel O'Brien, and another from me to dear little 
Celeste. When O'Brien had remained with us about a week , he 
told me that he had about one hundred and sixty pounds in his 
pocket, and that he intended to go and see his friends , as he was 
sure that he would be welcome even to Father M*Grath. "I mean 
to stay with them about a fortnight, and shall then return and 
apply for employment. Now, Peter, will you like to be again 
under my protection ? " 

*' O'Brien , I will never quit you or your ship , if I can help it." 

** Spoken like a sensible Peter. Well, then, I was promised 
immediate employment, and I will let you know as soon as the 
piromise is performed. 
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O'Brien took his leave of my family , who were already very 
partial to him , and left that aflerDOon for Holyhead. My father 
no longer treated me as a child ; indeed it would have been an in- 
justice if he bad. I do not mean to say that I was a clever boy ; 
but I bad seen much of the world in a short time, and could act 
and think for myself. He often talked to me about his prospects, 
which were very different from what they were when I left him. 
My two uncles, his elder brothers, had died, the third was mar- 
ried and had two daughters. If he had no son , my father would 
succeed to the title. The death of my elder brother Tom had 
brought me next in succession. My grandfather, Lord Privilege, 
who had taken no more notice of my father than occasionally send- 
ing him a basket of game , had latterly often invited him to the 
house, and had even requested, some day or another , to see his 
wife and family. He had also made a handsome addition to my 
father's income , which the death of my two uncles had enabled 
him to do. Against all this, my uncle's wife was reported to be 
again in the family way I cannot say that I was pleased when my 
father used to speculate upon these chances so often as he did. 
I thought, not only as a man, but more particularly as a clergy- 
man , he was much to blame ; but I did not then know so much 
of the world. We had not heard from O'Brien for two months, 
when a letter arrived, stating that he had seen his family, and bad 
bought a few acres of land, which had made them all quite happy, 
and had quitted with Father M'Grath's double blessing, with un- 
limited absolution ; that he had now been a month in town trying 
for employment, but found that he could not obtain it, although 
one promise was backed up by another. 

A few days after this , my father received a note from Lord 
Privilege , requesting he would come and spend a few days with 
him, and bring his son Peter, who had escaped from the French 
prison. Of course this was an invitation not to be neglected , and 
we accepted it forthwith. I must say, I felt rather in awe of my 
grandfather; he had kept the family at such a distance , that I had 
always heard his name mentioned more with reverence than with 
any feeling of kindred , but I was a little wiser now. We arrived 
at Eagle Park, a splendid estate, where he resided, and were re- 
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ceived by a dozen senrants in andootoflifery, and nsbered into 
bis presence. 

He was in his library, a large room, surrounded wMi band- 
some bookcases, sitting on an «asy chair. A more venerable, 
placid old gentleman I never beheld ; his grey hairs hung down on 
each side of bis temples , and were collected in a small queue be- 
hind. He rose and bowed , as we wereanBoanced ; to my father 
he held out two fingers in salotation , to me only one; bat there 
was an elegance in the manner in which it was done which was in- 
describable. He waved his hand to chairs , placed by the gentle- 
man out of livery, and requested we would be seated. I could 
not at the time telp thinking of Mr. Chucks, the boatswain, and 
his remarks upon high breeding, which were so true; and I 
laughed to myself when I recollected that Mr. Chucks had once 
dined with him. As soon as Ihe servants had quitted the room, 
the distance on the part of my grandfather appeared to wear off. 
He interrogated me on several points, and seemed pleased with 
my teplies; but he always called me ** child." After a conversa- 
tion of half an hour, my father rose, saying that his lordship must 
be busy, and that we would go over the grounds till dinner-time. 
My grandfather rose, and we took a sort of formal leave; but it 
was not a formal leave, after all, it was high breeding , respecting 
yourself and respecting others. For my part , I was pleased with 
Uie first interview, and so I told my father after we had left the 
room. **My dear Peter," replied he, '^your grandfather has 
one idea which absorbs most others — the peerage , the estate, 
and the descent of it in the right line. As long as your uncles 
were alive, we were not thought of, as not being in the line of 
descent; nor should we now, but that your uncle William has 
only daughters. Still we are not looked upon as actual , but only 
contingent, inheritors of the title. Were your uncle to die to- 
morrow, the difference in his behaviour would be manifested im- 
mediately." 

'*That is to say, instead of two ftttgers you Would receive 
the whole band, and instead of one , I should obtain promotion 
to ttoo,** 

At this my father kughed heartily, saying, <' Peter, you have 
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exacdf hit the aurk. I cannot imagine how we ever could have , 
been so blind as to call yon the fool of the family." 

To this I made no reply, for it was difficult so to do without 
depreciating others or depreciating myself: but I changed the sub- 
ject by commenting on the beauties of the park, and the splendid 
timber with which it was adorned. **Tes, Peter/' replied my 
father, with a sigh, *' thirty-five thousand a-year in land, money 
in the funds, and timber worth at least forty thousand more, are 
not to be despised. But God wills every thing." After this re- 
mark, my father appeared to be in deep thought, and I did not 
interrupt him. 

We stayed ten days with my grandfather, during which he 
would oiien detain me for two hours after breakfast^ listening to 
my adventures, and I really believe was very partial to me. The 
day before I went away he said, ** Child, you are going to-mor- 
row; now tell me what you would like, as I wish to give you a 
token of regard. Don't be afraid ; what shall it be — a watch and 
seals , or — aoy thing you most fancy? *' 

**]|fylord," replied I, "if you wish to do me a favour, it is, 
that you will apply to the First Lord of the Admiralty to appoint 
Lieutenant O'Brien to a fine frigate , and , at the same time , ask 
for a vacancy as midshipman for me." 

''O'Brien," replied his lordship; ''I recollect it was he who 
accompanied you from France , and appears, by your account, to 
have been a true friend. I am pleased with your request, my 
child , and it shall be granted." 

His lordship then desired me to hand him the paper and ink- 
standish, wrote by my directions , sealed the letter, and told me 
he would send me the answer. The next day we quitted Eagle 
Park , his lordship wishing my father good-bye with two fingers, 
and to me extending one, as before; but he said , *'I am pleased 
with you, child; you may write occasionally." 

When we were on our route home , my father observed that 
''I had made more progress with my grandfather than he had 
known any one to do, since he could recollect. His saying that 
you might write to him is at least ten thousand pounds^o you in his 
will, for he never deceives any one, or changes his mind." My 
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reply was that I should like to see the ten thousand pounds , but 
that I was not so sanguine. 

A few days after our return home, I received a letter and 
enclosure flrom Lord Privilege, the contents of which were as 
foUow : — 

**My dear Child, — I send you Lord — 's answer, which I 
trust will prove satisfactory. My compliments to your family. 

** Yours, &c. 

•^Privilege." 

The enclosure was a handsome letter from the First Lord , sta- 
ting that he had appointed O'Brien to the Sanglier frigate, and had 
ordered me to be received on board as [midshipman. I was de- 
lighted to forward this letter to O'Brien's address , who in a few 
days sent me an answer, thanking me, and stating that he had 
received his appointment, and that I need not. join for a months 
which was quite time enough , as the ship was refitting; but, that 
if my family were tired of n.e, which was sometimes the case in 
the best regulated families , why , then I should learn something 
of my duty by coming to Portsmouth. He concluded by sending 
his kind regards to all the family, and his love to my grandfather, 
which last I certainly did not forward in my letter of thanks. About 
a month afterwards I received a letter from O'Brien , stating that 
the ship was ready to go out of harbour, and would be anchored 
off Spithead in a few days. 

• CHAPTER VH. 

Caplaia and Mrs. to — Pork — We go to Plymouth and fall in with oar 

old Captain. 

I IMMEDIATELY took Icavc of my family, and set off for Ports- 
mouth, and in two days arrived at the Fountain ion, where 
O'Brien was waiting to receive me. ** Peter, my boy, I (eel so 
much obliged to you , that if your uncle wo'n't go out of the world 
by fair means , I '11 pick a quarrel with him , and shoot him , on 
purpose that you may be a lord, as I am determined that you shall 
be. Now come up into my room , where we '11 be all alone , and 
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1 11 lell you all about the ship and our new captain. In the first 
place, we 'II begin with the ship, as the most important personage 
of the two : she 's a beauty. I forget her name before she was 
taiten , but the French know how to build ships better than keep 
them. She 'snow called theSanglier, which means a wild pig, 
and, by the powers! a/^ig'shipshe is, as you will hear directly. 
The captain's name is a very short one , and wouldn't please Mr. 
Chucks, consisting only of two letters, T and 0, which makes. 
To; his whole title is Captain John To. It would almost appear 
as if somebody had broken oft the better half of his name, and 
only left him the commencement of it; but, however, it 's a 
handy name to sign when he pays off his ship. And now I '11 tell 
you what sort of a looking craft he is. He 's built like a Dutch 
schuyt, great breadth of beam , and very square tuck.. He ap- 
plied to have the quarter galleries enlarged in the two last ships he 
commanded. He weighs about eighteen stone rather more than 
less. He is a good-natured sort of a chap, amazingly ungenteel, 
not much of an officer, not mucb of a sailor, but a devilish good 
hand at the trencher. But he 's only a part of the concern ; he has 
his wife on board, who is a red-herring sort of a lady, and very 
troublesome to boot. What makes her still more annoying is, 
that she has a piano on board , very much out of time , on which 
she plays very much out of time. Holystoning is music compaiipd 
with her playing: even the captain's spaniel howls when she 
comes to the high notes ; but she affects the fine lady, and always 
treats the officers with music when they dine in the cabin, which 
makes them very glad to get out of it." 

"But, O'Brien, I thought wives were not permitted on 
board." 

"Very true , but there 's the worst part in the man's character : 
he knows that he is not allowed to take his wife to sea, and, in 
consequence, he never says she is his wife, or presents her on 
shore to anybody. If any of the other captains ask how Mrs. To 
is to-day, 'Why,* he replies, 'pretty well, I thank you,* but at 
the same time he gives a kind of smirk , as if to say, * She is not 
my wife;' and although every body knows that she is, yet he 
prefers that they should think otherwise , rather than be at the ex- 
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pense of keeping her on shore ; for you know, Peter, that although 
there are regulatioDS about wives, there are uoue with regard to 
other womeo." 

** But does his wife know this ?" inquired I. 

'*I believe, from my heart, that she is a party to the whole 
transaction , for report says , that she woud skin a flint if she 
could. She 's always trying for presents from the officers, and, 
in fact, she commands the ship." 

"Really, O'firien, this is not a very pleasant prospect." 

** Whist! wait a little; now I come to the wiod'^up. This 
Captain To is very partial to pig's matey and we have as many live 
pigs on board as we have pigs of ballast. The first lieutenant is 
right mad about them. At the same time he allows no pigs bat 
his own on board, that there may be no confusion. The manger 
is full of pigs ; there are two cow-pens between the main-^deck 
guns, drawn from the dock-yard, and converted into pig-pens. 
The two sheep-pens amidships are full of pigs , and the geese and 
turkey-coops are divided off into apartments for four saws in the 
family way » Now, Peter, you see there 's little or no expense in 
keeping pigs on board of a large frigate, with ao much pay-aonp 
and whole peas for them to eat, and this is the reason why he 
keeps them , for the devil a bit of any other stock has he on board. 
I presume he means to milk one of the old sows for breakfast when 
the ship sails. The first thing that he does in the morning, is to go 
round to his pigs with the putcher, feeling one, scratching the 
dirty ears of another, and then he classes them — his bacon pigs, 
his pcrkerSf his breeding sows, and so on. The old boar is still 
at the stables of this inn , but I bear he is to come on board with 
the sailing orders; but he is very savage, and is therefore left on 
shore to the very last moment. Now really, Peter, what with 
the squealing of the pigs and his wife's piano we are almost driven 
mad. I don't know which is the worse of the two ; if you go aft 
you hear the one , if you go forward you hear the other, by way of 
variety, and that, they say, is charming. But, is it not shock- 
ing that such a beautiful frigate should be turned into a pig-sty, 
and that her main-deck should smell worse than a muckheap?" 
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'^But how does his wife like the idea of livtog only upon hog's 
flesh?'' 

**She! Lord bless you, Peter! why, she looks as sp«re as a 
shark , and she has just the appetite of one ; for she '11 ioU a fonr- 
pound piece of pork before it 's well put oa her plate." 

**Have you any more sueh pleasant intelUgenee to communi- 
cate, O'Brien?" 

**No, Peter; you have the worst of it. The lieutenants are 
good officers, and pleasant messmates ; the doctor is a little queer, 
and the purser thinks himself a wag; the master, an old north- 
countryman, who knows his duty, and takes his glass of grog. 
The midshipmen are a very genteel set of young men , and full 
of fun and frolic. I '11 bet a wager there '11 be a bobbery in the pig- 
sty before long, for they are ripe for mischief. Now, Peter, I 
hardly need say that my cabin and every thing I have is at your 
service ; and I think if we could only have a devil of a gale of wind, 
or a hard-fought action , to send the pigs overboard and smash 
the piano , we should do very well." 

The next day I went on board , and was shown down into the 
cabin, to report my having joined. Mrs. To, a tall thin woman 
was at her piano; she rose, and asked me several questions — 
who my friends were — how much they allowed me a-year , and 
many other questions, which I thought impertinent: but a cap- 
tain's wife is allowed to take liberties. She then asked me if I 
was fond of music? That was a difficult question, as, if I said 
that I was, I should in all probability be obliged to hear it; if I 
said that I was not, I might have created a dislike in her. So I 
replied that I was very fond of music on shore , when it was not in- 
terrupted by other noise. **Ah! then I perceive you are a real 
amateur, Mr. Simple," replied the lady. 

Captain To then came out of the after-cabin, half-dressed. 
**Well, youngster, so you 've joined at last. Gome and dine 
with us to-day : and , as you go down to your berth , desire the 
sentry to pass the word for the butcher; I want to speak with him." 

I bowed and retired. I was met in the most friendly manner 
bf the officers and by my own messmates, who had been prepros- 
sessed in my favour by O'Brien previous to my arrival. la our 
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service you always find young men of the best families on board 
large frigates, they beiug considered the most eligible class of 
vessels ; I found my messmates to be gentlemen , with one or two 
exceptions, but I never met so many wild young lads together. 
I sat down and ate some dinner with them , although I was to dine 
in the cabin , for the sea air made me hungry. 

*' Don't you dine in the cabin , Simple?" said (he caterer. 

'•Yes," replied I. 

**Then don't eat any pork, my boy, now, for you '11 have 
plenty there. Come, gentlemen, Gil your glasses; we '11 drink 
happiness to our new messmate , and pledging him , we pledge 
ourselves to try to promote it." 

** I '11 just join you in that toast," said O'Brien, walking into 
the midshipmen's berth. " What is it you 're drinking it in? " 

"Some of Collier's port, Sir. Boy, bring a glass for Mr. 
O'Brien." - 

** Here's your health, Peter, and wishing you may keep out 
of a French prison this cruise. Mr. Montague, as caterer, I beg 
you will order another candle , that I may see what 's on the table, 
and then perhaps I may find something I should like to pick a bit 
off." 

**Here 's the fag end of a leg of mutton , Mr. O'Brien, and 
there 's a piece of boiled pork." 

"Then I '11 just trouble you for a bit close to the knuckle. 
Peter, you dine in the cabin , so do I — the doctor refused." 

**Have you heard when we sail? Mr. O'Brien," inquired one 
of my messmates. 

**I heard at the admiral's office, that we were expected to be 
ordered round to Plymouth , and receive our orders there, either 
for the East or West Indies , they thought; and, indeed, the 
stores we have taken on board indicate that we are going foreign, 
but the captain's signal is just made, and probably the admiral has 
intelligence to communicate." 

In about an hour afterwards, the captain returned, looking 
very red and hot. He called the first lieutenant aside from the rest 
of the officers , who were on deck to receive him , and told him, 
that we were to start for Plymouth the next mornin|;; and the ad- 
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miral bad told him conGdenliaUy, that we were to proceed to the 
West Indies with a convoy, which was then collecting. He ap- 
peared to be very much alarmed at the idea of going to make a 
feast for the land crabs; and certainly his gross habit of body ren- 
dered him very unfit for the climate. This news was soon spread 
through the ship , and there was of course no little bustle and pre- 
paration. The doctor , who had refused to dine in the cabin upon 
plea of being unwell , sent up to say, that he felt himself so much 
better, that he should have great pleasure in attending the sum- 
mons, and he joined the first lieutenant, O'Brien, and me, as 
we walked in. We sat down to table; the covers were removed, 
and, as the midshipmen prophesied, there was plenty ofpork — 
mock-turtle soup , made out of a pig's head — a boiled leg of pork 
and peas-pudding — a roast sparerib with the crackling on — sau- 
sages and potatoes , and pig's pettitoes. I cannot say that I dis- 
liked my dinner , and I ate very heartily ; but a roast sucking pig 
came on as a second course, which rather surprised me : but what 
surprised me more, was the quantity devoured by Mrs. To. She 
handed her plate from the boiled pork to the roast, asked for some 
pettitoes, tried the sausages, and finished with a whole plateful of 
sucking-pig and stuffing. We had an apple-pi^ at the end , but 
as we had already eaten apple sauce with the roast pork, we did 
not care for it. The doctor, who abominated pork, ate pretty well, 
and was excessively attentive to Mrs. To. 

' '* Will you not take a piece of the roast pig, doctor?" said the 
captain. 

**Why really. Captain To, as we are bound, by all reports, 
to a station where we must not venture upon pork , I think I will 
Dot refuse to take a piece , for I am very fond ot it." 

**How do you mean?" inquired the captain and his lady, both 
in a breath. 

** Perhaps I may be wrongly informed," replied the doctor; 
'*but I have heard that we were ordered to the West Indies ; now, 
if so , every one knows , that although you may eat salt pork there 
occasionally without danger, in all tropical climates, and especially 
the West Indies , two or three days' living upon this meat will im- 
mediately produce dysentery, which is always fatal in that climate." 
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* * Indeed ! " exckined (he eaptatii. 

** You don't s«7 so ! '* rejoined the ladf . 

*'I do indeed: and have ahrays. avoided the West Indies for 
that very reason — I am so fond of per k«'' 

The doctor then proceeded to give needy one hundred instenses 
of messmates and shipmen vha had been attacked with dysentery, 
from the eating of fresh pork ia the West Indies.; and Q'Bcien, 
perceiving the doctor's drift,' joined him, telling some most asto* 
nishing accounts of the dreadful effects of pork in a' hot country. 
I think he said, that when the French were blockaded, previous, to 
the surrender of Martinique, that, having nothing but pigs to eat, 
thirteen hundred out of seventeen hundred soldiers and officers 
died in the course of three weeks , and the others were so reduced 
to disease , that they were obliged to capitulate. The doctor then 
changed the subject, and talked about the yellow fever, and other 
diseases of the climate; so that by hts account, the West India 
islands were but hospitals to die in. Those most likely to be at- 
tacked were men in full strong health. The spare men stood a bet- 
ter chance. This conversation was carried oo until it was time to 
leave — Mrs. To at last quite silent, and the captain gulping down 
his wine with a si^. When we rose from table , Mrs. To did not 
ask us, asusoai, to stay and hear a little music; she was, like 
her piano , not a little out of tune. 

** By the powers , doctor, you did that nately ," said O'Brien, 
as we left the cabin. 

** O'Brien," said the doctor, ''oblige me, and you, Mr. 
Simple, oblige me also, by not saying a word in (he ship about 
what I have said ; if it once gets wind , I shall have done no good ; 
but if you both hold your tongues for a short time, I think I may 
promise yon to get rid of Captain To, his wife, and his pigs." We 
perceived the justice of his observation , and promised secrecy. 
The next morning the ship sailed for Plymouth, and Mrs^ To sent 
for the doietor, not beieg very well. The doctor prescribed for her, 
and I belie^'e, on my conscience, made her worse on purpose. 
The illness of bis wife , and bis own fears , brought Captain To 
more than usual in contact with the doctor, of whom he frequently 
asked bis candid opinion, as to his own chance in a hot country. 
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'* Captain To" said the doetor, *' I never would huve 'given mf 
opinion, if you had not asked it, for I am aware, that, as an officer, 
you would never flinch from your duty, to whatever quarter of the 
globe you may be ordered ; but, as you have asked the question, 
I must say, with your full habit of body, I think you would not 
stand a chance of liviog for more than two months. At the same 
time. Sir, I may be mistaken; but, at all events, I must point 
out that Mrs. To is of a very bilious habit, and I trust you will not 
do such an injustice to an amiable woman , as to permit her to ac- 
company you." 

''Thaoky, doctor, I 'm much obliged to you," replied the 
captain , turning round and going down the ladder to his cabin. 
We were then beating down the Channel; for, although we ran 
through the Needles with a fair wind , it fell calm , and shifted to 
the westward , when we were abreast of Portland. The next day 
the captain gave an order for a very fine pig to be killed, for he was 
out of provisions. Mrs. To still kept her bed, and he therefore di- 
rected that a part should be salted , as he could have no company. 
1 was in the midshipmen's berth , when some of them proposed 
that we should get possession of the pig; and the plan they agreed 
upon was as follows — they were to go to the pen that night , and 
with a needle stuck in a piece of wood, to prick the pig all over, 
and (hen rub gunpowder into the parts wounded. This was done, 
and although the butcher was up a dozen times during the night to 
ascertain what made the pigs so uneasy, the midshipmen passed 
the needle from watch to watch, until the pig was well tattooed in 
all parts. In (he morning watch it was killed, and when it had 
been scalded in the tub, and the hair taken off, it appeared covered 
with blue spots. The midshipman of the morning watch , who 
was on the main-deck, took care to point out to the butcher, that 
the pork was measly^ to which the man unwillingly assented, sta- 
ting, at the same time, that he could not imagine how it could be, 
foe a finer pig he had never put a knife into. The circumstance 
was reported to the captain, who was much astonished. The doctor 
came in to visit Mrs. To, and the captain requested the doctor to 
examine the pig, and give his opinion. Although this was not the 
doctor's provinee, yet, as he had great reason for keeping intimate 
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with the captaiQ , he immediately consented. Going forward , he 
met me, and I told him the secret. ** That will do /' replied he ; 
** it all tends to what we wish." The doctor returned to the captain, 
and said, *Hhat there was no doubt but that the pig was measly, 
which was a complaint very frequent on board ships , particularly 
in hot climates , where all pork became measly — one great reason 
for its there proving so unwholesome." The captain sent for the 
first lieutenant, and, with a deep sigh , ordered him to throw the 
pig overboard ; but the first lieutenant, who knew what had been 
done from O'Brien , ordered the master* s mate to throw it over- 
board: the master's mate, touching his hat, said, "Ay, ay. 
Sir," and took it down into the berth , where we cut it up , salted 
one half, and the other we finished before we arrived at Plymouth, * 
which was sii days from the time we left Portsmouth. On our ar- 
rival , we found part of the convoy lying there , but no orders for 
us; and, to my, great delight, on the following day theDiomede 
arrived, from a cruise off the Western Islands. I obtained per- 
mission to go on board with O'Brien , and we once more greeted 
our messmates. Mr. Falcon , the fir^t lieutenant, went down to 
Captain Savage , to say we were on board , and he requested us to 
come into the cabin. He greeted us warmly, and gave us great 
credit for the manner in which we had effected our escape. When 
we left the cabin , I found Mr. Chucks , the boatswain , waiting 
outside. 

'*My dear Mr. Simple, extend your flapper to me, for I 'm 
delighted to see you. I long to have a long talk with you." 

**And I should like it also, Mr. Chucks, but I 'm afraid we 
have not time; I dine with Captain Savage to-day, and it only 
wants an hour of dinoer-time." 

**Well, Mr. Simple, I 've been looking at your frigate , and 
she 's a beauty — much larger than the Diomede." 

''And she behaves quite as well ," replied I. "I think we are 
two hundred tons larger. You 've no idea of her size until you are 
on her decks." 

**I should like to be boatswain of her, Mr. Simple: that is, 
with Captain Savage, for I will not part with him." I had some 
more conversation with Mr. Chucks, but I was obliged to attend 
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10 others, who inlerrnpted ns. We had a very pleasant dinner 
with our old captain, to whom we gave a history of our adventures, 
and then we returned on board. 

CHAPTEH Vlll. 

We get rid of the pigs and piano>forte — The last boat on shore before 
sailing — The firji^ lieutenant too hasty, and the consequences to me. 

We waited three days, at the expiration of which, we heard 
that Captain To was about to exchange with Captain Savage. We 
could not believe such good news to be true, and we could not 
ascertain the truth of the report , as the captain had gone on shore 
with Mrs. To . who recovered fast after she was out of our doctor's 
hands; so fast, indeed, that a week afterwards , on questioning 
the steward, upon his return on board, how Mrs. To was, he 
replied , ** O charming well again , Sir, she has eaten a whole pig 
since she left the ship." But the report was true; Captain To,, 
afraid to go to the West Indies , had effected an exchange with 
Captain Savage. Captain Savage was permitted, as was the 
custom of the service, to bring his first lieutenant, his boatswain, 
and his barge's crew with him. He joined a day or two before we 
sailed , and never was there more joy on board : the only people 
miserable were the first lieutenant, and those belonging to the 
Sanglier, who were obliged to follow Captain To; who, with his 
wife , his pigs , and her piano, were all got rid of in the course of 
one forenoon. 

I have already described pay-day on board of a man-of-war, 
but I think , that the two days before sailing are even more un- 
pleasant; although, generally speaking, all our money being 
spent, we are not sorry when we once are fairly out of harbuor,. 
and find ourselves in blue water. The men never work well oo 
those days : they are thinking of their wives and sweet-hearts , of 
the pleasure they had when at liberty on shore , where they might 
get drunk without punishment; and many of them are either half 
drank at the time , or suffering from the effects of previous intoxi- 
cation. The ship is in disorder, and crowded with the variety of 
stock and spare stores which are obliged to be taken on board in a 
Pettr HimpU, 14 
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hurry, and have not yet been properly secured in their places. 
The first lieutenant is cross, the officers are grave, and the poor 
midshipmen , vith all their own little comforts to attend to , are 
harassed and driven about like post-horses. **Mr. Simple," in- 
quired the first lieutenant , * * where do you come from ?" 

<*From the gun wharf, Sir, with the gunner's spare blocks, 
and breechings." 

''Very well — send the marines oft to clear t%e boat , and pipe 
away the first cutter. Mr. Simple, jump into the first cutter, and 
go to Mount Wise for the officers. Be careful that none of your 
men leave the boat. Come, be smart." 

Now , I had been away the whole morning , and it was then 
half-past one, and I had had no dinner: but I said nothing, and 
went into the boat. As soon as I was ofl", O'Brien, who stood by 
Mr. Falcon, said, "Peter was thinking of his dinner, poor fellow V* 

** I really quite forgot it," replied the first lieutenant , •*thcre 
is so much to do. He is a willing boy, and he shall dine in the 
gun-room when he comes back." And so I did— so I lost nothing 
by not expostulating, and gained more of the favour of the first 
lieutenant, who never forgot what he ca\\ed.zeaL But the hardest 
trial of the whole is to the midshipman who is sent with the boat to 
purchase the supplies for the cabin and gun-room on the day be- 
fore the ship's sailing. It was my misfortune to be ordered upon 
that service this lime, and that very unexpectedly. I had been 
ordered to dress myself to take the gig on shore for the captain's 
orders , and was walking the deck with my very best uniform and 
side arms, when the marine officer, who was the gun-room caterer, 
came up to the first lieutenant , and asked him for a boat. Tbe 
boat was manned, and ft midshipman ordered to take charge of il;; 
but when he came up , the first lieutenant recollecting that he had 
come off two days before with only half his boat's crew , would not 
trust him, and called out to me, '*Here, Mr. Simple, I myst 
send you in this boat; mind you are careful that none of the men 
leave it ; and bring off the sergeant of marines , who is on shore 
looking for the men who have broken their liberty. " Although I 
could not but feel proud of the compliment, yet I did not much 
like going in my very best uniform , and would have run down and 
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changed it , but the marine officer and all the people were in the 
boat, and I could not keep it waiting, so down the side I went, 
and we shoved off. We had, besides the boat's crew, the marine 
o£Eicer, the purser, the gun-room steward, the captain's steward, 
and the parser's steward ; so that we were pretty full. It blew 
hard from the S. £. , and there was a sea running, but as the tide 
was flowing into the barbour there was not much babble. We 
hoisted the foresail, flew before the wind and tide, and in a quarter 
of an hour we were at Mutton Gove , when the marine officer ex* 
pressed his wish to land. The landing place was crowded with 
boats , and it was not without sundry exchanges of foul words and 
oaths , and the bow men dashing the points of their boat-hooks 
into the shore-boats, to maike them keep clear of us, that we 
forced our way to the beach. The marine officer and all the stew- 
ards then left the boat , and I had to look after the men. I had 
not been there three minutes before the bow man said that his wife 
was on the wharf with his clothes from the wash, and begged leave 
to go and fetch them. I refused , telling him that she could bring 
them to him. *'yy, now, Mr. Simple," said the woman, '*am't 
you a nice lady's man, to go for to axe me to muddle my way 
through aH the dead dogs, cabbage-stalks, and stinking hakes' 
heads, with my bran new shoes and clean stockings?" I looked 
at her, and sure enough she was, as they say in France, bien 
choMssSe. ** Come , Mr. Simple , let him out to come for his clo- 
thes , and you '11 see that he 's back in a moment." I did not like 
to refuse her , as it was very dirty and wet , and the shingle was 
strewed with all that she had mentioned. The bow man made a 
spring out with his boat-hook, threw itback , went up to his wife, 
and commenced talking with her , while I watched him. *' If yon 
please. Sir, there 's my young woman come down, mayn't I speak 
to her?" said another of the men. I turned round, and refused 
him. fie expostulated, and begged very hard, bat I was resolute ; 
however , when I again turned my eyes to watch the bow man , he 
and his wife were gone. ** There," says I to the coxswain, **I 
knew it would be so ; you see Hickman is off. " 

'*Only gone to take a parting glass, Sir," replied the cox- 
swain ; "he 'It be here directly. " 

U* 
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*'I hope so ; but I 'm afraid not. " After (his, I refused ail the 
solicilatioos of the men to be allowed to leave the boat, but I per- 
mitted them to have some beer brought down to them. The gun- 
room steward then came back with a basket of «o/^^aeAr, i.e. loaves 
of bread, and told me that the marine officer requested I would 
allow two of (he men to go up with him to Glencross' shop, to. 
bring down some of (he stores. Of course, I sent two of the men, 
and told the steward if he saw Hickman , to bring him down to 
the boat. 

By this time many of the women belonging to the ship had 
assembled , and commenced a noisy conversadon with the boat's 
crew. One brought one article for Jim , another some clothes for 
Bill; some of them climbed into the boat, and sat with the men — 
others came and went, bringing beer and tobacco, which the men 
desired them to purchase. The crowd, the noise, and confusion, 
were so great, that it was with the utmost difficulty that I could 
keep my eyes on all my men, who, one after another, made an 
attempt to leave the boat. Just at that time^came down the ser- 
geant of marines, with three of our men whom he bad picked up, 
roaring drimk. They were tumbled into the boat, and increased 
the difficulty, as in looking after those who were riotous, and would 
try to leave the boat by force , I was not so well able to keep my 
eyes on those who were sober. The sergeant then went up after 
another man, and I told him also about Hickman. About half an 
hour afterwards the steward came down with the two men, loaded 
with cabbages, baskets of eggs , strings of onions, crockery of all 
descriptions , paper parcels of groceries , legs and shoulders of 
mutton , which were crowded in , until not only the stern -sheets, 
but all under the thwarts of the boat were also crammed full. They 
told me that they had a few more things to bring down, and that 
the marine officer had gone to Stonehouse to see his wife, so that 
they should be down long before him. In half an hour more, 
during which I had the greatest difficulty to manage the boat's 
crew, they returned with a dozen geese, and two ducks, tied by 
the legs, but without the two men, who bad given (hem the slip, 
so that there were now three men gone , and I knew Mr. Falcoa 
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"would be verj angry, for they were three of the smartest men in the 
ship. I was now determiDed not to run the risk of losing more 
men, and I ordered the boat*s crew to shove off, that I might lie at 
the wharf, where they could not climb up. They were very mu- 
tinous, grumbled very much, and would hardly obey me; the fact 
is, they had drunk a great deal, and some of them were more than 
half tipsy. However, at last I was obeyed, but not without being 
saluted with a shower of invectives from the women , and the exe- 
crations of the men belonging to the wherries and shore boats 
which were washed against our sides by the swell. The weather 
had become much worse , and looked very threatening. I waited 
an hour more , when the sergeant of marines came down with two 
more men, one of whom, to my great joy , was Hickman. This 
made me more comfortable , as I was not answerable for the other 
two; still I was in great trouble from the riotous and insolent be* 
liaviour of the boat's crew, and the other men brought down by the 
sergeant of marines. One of them fell back into a basket of eggs, 
and smashed them all to atoms ; still the marine officer did not 
come down , and it was getting late. The tide being now at the 
ebb, running out against the wind, there was a very heavy sea, and 
I had to go off to the ship with a boat deeply laden , and most of 
the people in her in a state of intoxication. The coxswain, who 
was the only one who was sober , recommended our shoving off, 
as it would soon be dark, and some accident would happen. I 
reflected a minute , and agreeing with him , I ordered the oars to 
be got out, and we shoved off, the sergeant of marines and the 
gun-room steward perched up in the bows — drunken men, ducks 
and geese, lying together at the bottom of the boat — the stern 
sheets loaded up to the gunwale , and the other passengers and 
myself sitting how we could among the crockery and a variety of 
other articles with which the boat was crowded. It was a scene of 
much confusion — the half-drunken boat's crew catching crabs, 
and falling forward upon the others — those who were quite drunk 
swearing ihey wotild pull. **Lay on your oar, Sullivan ; you are 
doing more harm than good. You drunken rascal, I '11 report you 
as soon as we get on board. " 

**How the devil can I pull, your honour, when there's that 
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f^ow lones breakiDg the very back o ' me with bis oar , and he 
never tottobing (he water all the while?*' 

**You lie," cried Jones; ''I 'm pulling the boat by myself 
againsttfae whole of the larboard oars. " 

' * He *s rowing dry , yonr honour — only making bUare. " 

'*Bo you call this rowing dry?" cried another, as a sea swept 
ever the boat , fore and aft , wetting every body to the skin. 

** Now your honour, just look and see if I a'n't puUiog the very 
arms off me ? " cried Sullivan . 

"Is there water enough to cross the bridge, Swinburne?" said 
I to the coiswain. 

*' Plenty, Mr. Simple; it is but quarter ebb, and the sooner 
we are on board the better. " 

We were now past Devil's Point , and the sea was very heavy : 
the boat plunged in the trough , so that I was afraid that she would 
break her back. She was soon half full of water, and the two 
after oars were laid in for the men to bale. ** Plase your honour, 
hadn't I better cut free the legs of them ducks and geese, and allow' 
them to swim for their lives? " cried SuIUvan, resting on bis oar; 
'*the poor birds will be drowned else in their own iliment" 

**No, no — pull away as hard as you can. " 

By this time the drunken men in the bottom of the boat began 
to be very uneasy , from the quantity of water which washed about 
them , and made several staggering attempts to get on their legs. 
They fell down again upon the ducks and geese, the major part of 
which were saved from being drowned by being suffocated. The 
«ea on the Bridge was very heavy : and although the tide swept us 
out, we were nearly swamped. Soft bread was washing about 
the bottom of the boat; the parcels of sugar, pepper, and salt, 
were wet through with the salt water, and a sudden jerk threw the 
captain's steward, who was seated upon the gunwale close to the 
aftei^oar^ right upon the whole of the crockery and eggs, which 
added to the mass of destruction. A few more seas shipped 
completed the job, and the gun-room steward was in despair. 
**That 's a darling!" cried Sullivan: **the politest bo«t in the 
whole fleet. She makes more bows and curtseys than the Rnest 
couple in the land. Give way, my lads, and work the crater 
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stuff oat of your elbows , and the first lieutenanl will see us all so 
sober, aud so wet in the bargain, and think we 're all so dry, 
that perhaps he '11 be after giving us a raw nip when we get on 
board. " 

In a quarter of an hour we were nearly alongside , but the men 
pulled so badly, and the sea was so great, that we missed the 
ship, and went astern. They veered out a buoy with a line, which 
yfe got hold of, and were hauled up by the marines and after-guard, 
the boat plunging bows under, and drenching us through and 
through. At last we got under the counter, and I climbed up by 
the stern ladder. Mr. Falcon was on deck, and very angry at the 
boat not coming alongside properly. ** I thought, Mr. Simple, that 
you knew by this time how to bring a boat alongside." 

** So I do , Sir, I hope ," replied I ; ** but the boat was so fuH 
of water, and the men would not give way." 

* * What men has the sergeant brought on board ? *' 

** Three, Sir," replied I, shivering with the cold, and unhap- 
py at my very best uniform being spoiled. 

* * Are all your boat's crew with you , Sir ? " 
**No, Sir, there are two left on shore ; they — " 

"Not a word, Sir. Up to the mast-head , and stay there till I 
call you down. If it were not so late, I would send you onshore, 
and not receive you on board again without the men. Up , Sir , Ibeh 
mediately." 

I did not venture to explain , but up I went. It was very cold, 
blowing bard from the S. E., with heavy squalls; I was so wet, 
that the wind appeared to blow through me, and it was now nearly 
dark. I reached the eross-trees, and when I was seated there, I 
felt that I had done my duty , and had not been fairly treated. 
During this time, the boat had been hauled up alongside to clear, 
and a pretty clearance there was. All the ducks and geese were 
dead , the eggs and crockery all broke , the grocery almost ail 
washed away; in short, as O'Brien observed , there was "a very 
pretty general average." Mr. Falcon was still very angry. •* Who 
are the men missing?" inquired he, of Swinburne, the coxswain, 
as he came up the side. 

** Williams and ^weetman, Sir." 
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<*Two of the smartest topmen , I am told. It really is too pro- 
vokiDg; there is not a midshipmao in the ship I can trust. I must 
work all day, and get no assistance. The service is really going to 
the devil now, with the young men who are sent on board to be 
brought up as officers, and who are above doing their duty. What 
made you so late, Swinburne?" 

** Waiting for the marine officer, who went to Stonehouse to 
see his wife ; but Mr. Simple would not wait any longer, as it was 
getting dark, and we had so many drunken men in the boat." 

*'Mr. Simple did right. I wish Mr. Harrison would stay on 
£hore with his wife altogether — it 's really trifling with the service. 
Pray, Mr. Swinburne, why had not you your eyes about you , if 
Mr. Simple was so careless? How came you to allow these men to 
leave the boat? " 

'*The men were ordered up by the marine officer, to bring 
down your stores , Sir , and they gave the steward the slip. It was 
no fault of Mr. Simple's, nor of mine either. We laid off at the 
wharf for two hours before we started, or we should have lost more; 
for what can a poor lad do, when he has charge of drunken men 
who will not obey orders?" And the coiswain looked up at the 
mast-head , as much as to say , Why is he sent there? * *I '11 take 
my oath , Sir ," continued Swinburne, '* that Mr. Simple never put 
his foot out of the boat, from the time that he went over the side 
until he came on board ; and that no young gentleman could have 
done his duty more strictly." 

Mr. Falcon looked very angry at first, at the coxswain speaking 
so freely, but he said nothing. He took one or two turns on the 
deck, and then hailing the mast-head , desired me to come down. 
But I could not; my limbs were so cramped with the wind blowing 
upon my wet clothes that I could not move. He hailed again , I 
heard him, but was not able to answer. One of the topmen then 
came up , and perceiving my condition , hailed the deck , and said 
he believed I was dying, for I could not move, and that he dared not 
leave me for fear I should fall. O'Brien , who had been on deck alt 
Ihe while, jumped up the rigging, and was soon at the cross-trees 
where I was. He sent the topman down into the top for a tail-block 
and the studding-sail haulyerds, made a whip, and lowered me on 
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deck. I was immediiately put into my hammock; and the surgeon 
ordering me some hot brandy-and-water, and plenty of blankets, in 
a fsw hours I was quite restored. 

O'Brien, who was at my bedside , said, *' Never mind, Peter, 
and don't be angry with Mr. Falcon, for he is very sorry." 

'*! am not angry, O'Brien; for Mr. Falcon has been too kind 
to me not to make me forgive him for being once hasty." 

The surgeon came to my hammock, gave me some more hot 
drink, desired me to go to sleep, and I woke the next morning quite 
well. 

When I came into the berth , my messmates asked me how I 
was, and many of them railed against the tyranny of Mr. Falcon; 
but I took his part, saying, that he was hasty in this instance, per- 
haps, but that, generally speaking, he was an excellent and very 
Just officer. Some agreed with me, but others did not. One of 
them, who was always in disgrace, sneered at me, and said, 
'* Peter reads the Bible, and knows that if you smite one cheek, he 
must offer the other. Now, I 'tl answer for it, if I pull his right ear, 
he will offer roe his left." So saying, he lugged me by the ear, 
upon which I knocked him down for his trouble. The berth was 
then cleared away for a fight , and in a quarter of an hour my op- 
ponent gave in ; but I suffered a little , and had a very black eye. 
L had hardly time to wash myself and change my shirt, which was 
bloody , when I was summoned on the quarter-deck. When I ar- 
rived , I found Mr. Falcon walking up and down. He looked very 
hard at me, but did not ask me any questions as to the cause of my 
unusual appearance. 

"Mr. Simple," said he, ** 1 sent for you to beg your pardon for 
my behaviour to you last night, which was not only very hasty but 
very unjust. I tind that you were not to blame for the loss of the 
men." 

I felt very sorry for him when I heard him speak so handsomely ; 
and, to make his mind more easy, I told him that, although I cer- 
tainly was not to blame for the loss of those two men , still I had 
done wrong in permitting Hickman to leave the boat; and that had 
not the sergeant picked him up, I should have come off without 
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him, and therefore I did deserve the puoishment which I had re- 
ceived. 

**Mr. Simple," replied Mr. Falcon , ** I respect you « and ad- 
mire your feeliogs : still, I was to blame, and it is my duty to apo- 
logize. Now go down below. I would have requested the pleasure 
of your company to dinner, but I perceive that something else has 
occurred, which, under any other circumstances, I would have 
inquired into, but at present I shall not.*' 

I touched my bat and went below. In the mean time, O'Brien 
had been made acquainted with the occasion of the quarrel , which 
he did not fail to explain to Mr. Falcon, who, O'Brien declared, 
'* was not the least bit in the world angry with me for what had oc- 
curred." Indeed, after that, Mr. Falcon always treated me with the 
greatest kindness , and employed me on every duty which he con- 
sidered of consequence. He was a sincere friend ; 'for he did not 
allow me to neglect my duty, but, at the same time, treated me 
with consideration and confidence. 

The marine officer came on board very angry at being left be- 
hind, and talked about a court-martial on me for disrespect, and 
neglect of stores intrusted to ray charge; but O'Brien told me not 
to mind him or what he said, "It's my opinion, Peter, that the 
gentleman has eaten no small quantity of flapdoodle in his life- 
time." 

«* What 's that, O'Brien?" replied I; *'I never heard of it. 

•* Why, Peter," rejoined he, " it 's the stuff they/ecrf/oofr on 

CHAPTER IX. 

A long conversation with Mr. Ghacks — The advantage of having a 
prayer-book in your pocket — We run down the trades — Swinburne, 
the quarter-master, and his yarns — The captain falls sick. 

The next day the captain came on board with sealed orders, 
with directions not to open tbem until off Ushant. In the afternoon, 
^ we weighed and made sail. It was a fine northerly wind , and the 
Bay of Biscay was smooth. We bore up, set all the studding-sails, 
and ran along at the rate of eleven miles an hour. As I could not 
appear on the quarter-deck,' I was put down on the sick-list. 
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Captain Savage, who was very particular, asked wliat was the 
matter with me. The surgeoo replied, " An iDflamed eye." The 
captain asked no more questions; and I took care to keep out of 
his way. I walked in the evening on the forecastle, when I renewed 
my intimacy with Mr. Chucks, the boatswain, to whom I gave a 
full narrative of all my adventures in France. ' ' I have been rumi- 
nating, Mr. Simple ,*' said he, **how such a stripling as you could 
have gone through so much fatigue, and now I know how it is. It 
is bloody Mr. Simple — all blood — you are descended from good 
blood; and there 's as much difference between nobility and the 
lower classes , as there is between a racer and a cart-horse." 

" I eannot agree with you, Mr. Chucks. Common people are 
quite as brave as those who are well-born. You do not mean to 
say that you are not brave — that the seamen on board this ship are 
not brave?" 

*'No, no, Mr. Simple; but as I observed about myself, my 
mother was a woman who could not be trusted, and there is no say^ 
ing who was my father; and she was a very pretty woman to boot, 
which levels all distinctions for the moment. As for the seamen, 
God knows, I should do them an injustice if I did not acknowledge 
that fhey were as brave as lions. But there are two kinds of bra- 
very , Mr. Simple — the bravery of the moment, and the courage 
of bearing up for a long while. Do you understand me?" 

*'I think I do but still do not agree with you. Who will bear 
more fatigue than our sailors?" 

**Yes, yes, Mr. Simple, that is because they are endured to 
it from their hard life : but if the common sailors were all such little 
thread-papers as you , and had been brought up so carefully^ they 
would not have gone through all you have. That *s my opinion, 
Mr. Simple — there *s nothing like blood.'* 

'* I think, Mr. Chucks, you carry your ideas on that subject 
too far." 

* 'I do not, Mr. Simple; and I think , moreover, that he who 
has more to lose than another will always strive more. Now a 
common man only fights for bis own credit ; but when a man is de- 
scended from a long line of people famous in history , and has a 
coat in arms , criss-crossed, and stuck all over with lions and uni- 



220 

corns to support the digoity of — why, has he not to Gght for the 
credit ofaJl his ancestors, whose names would be disgraced if he 
didn't behave well?" 

**I agree with you , Mr. Chucks , in the latter remark , to a cer- 
tain extent.*' 

'*Ah! Mr. Simple, we never know the value of good descent 
when we have it , but it 's when we cannot get it, that we can pre- 
date it. I wish I had been born a nobleman — I do, by heavens ! ** 
\^ and Mr. Chucks slapped his fist against the funnel , so as to make 
it ring again. ''Well, Mr. Simple," continued he, after a pause, 
*'it is however a great comfort to me that I have parted company 
with that fool , Mr. Muddle , with his twenty-six thousand and odd 
years, and that old woman, Dispart, the gunner. You don't 
know how those two men used to fret me; it was very silly, but I 
couldn't help it. Now the warrant officers of this ship appear to be 
\ery respectable, quiet men who know their duty, and attend to 
it, and are not too familiar, which I hate and detest. You went 
home to your friends , of course, when you arrived in England?" 

''I did, Mr. Chucks, and spent some days with my grand- 
father. Lord Privilege , whom you say you once met at dinner." 

''Well, and how was the old gentleman?" inquired the boat- 
swain with a sigh. 

•* Very well, considering his age." 

**Now do, pray, Mr. Simple, tell me all about it; from the 
time that the servants met you at the door until you went away. 
Describe to me the house and all the rooms , fori like to hear of all 
these things, although I can never see them again." 

To please Mr. Chucks, I entered into a full detail, which he 
listened to very attentively , until it was late, and then with diffi- 
culty would he permit me to leave off, and go down to my hammock. 

The next day, rather a singular circumstance occurred. On^ 
of the midshipmen was mast-headed by the second lieutenant, for 
not waiting on deck until he was relieved. Ue was down below 
when he was sent for , and expecting to be punished from what the 
quarter-master told him, he thrust the first book into his jacket- 
pocket which he could lay his hand on , to amuse himself at the 
mast-head, and then ran on deck. As he surmised , he was im- 
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mediately ordered alofl. He bad not been (here more than five 
minutes, when a sudden squall carried away the main~top-galiant 
mast, and away he went flying over to leeward (for (he wind had 
shifted, and (he yards were now braced up). Had he gone over- 
board, as he could not swim, he would in all probability have 
been drowned ; but the book in his pocket brought him up in the 
jaws of the fore-brace block , where he hung until taken out by the 
raain-topmen. Now it so happened that it was a prayer-book which 
he had laid hold of in his hurry, and those who were superstitious 
declared it was all owing to his having taken a religious book with 
him. I did not think so , as any other book would have answered 
the purpose quite as well : still the midshipman himself thought 
so, and it was productive of good, as he was a sad scamp, and 
behaved much better afterwards. 

But I had nearly forgotten to mention a circumstance which oc* 
curred on the day of our sailing , which will be eventually found to 
have had a great influence upon my after life. It was this. I re- 
ceived a letter from my father, evidently written in great vexation 
and annoyance, informing me that my uncle, whose wife I have al- 
ready mentioned had two daughters, and was again expected to be 
confined, had suddenly broken up liis housekeeping, discharged 
every servant, and proceeded to Ireland under an assumed namev 
No reason had been given for (his unaccountable proceeding; and 
not even my gnmdfather, or any of the members of the family, had 
had notice of his intention. Indeed , it was by mere accident that 
his departure was discovered, about a fortnight after it had taken 
place. My father had taken a great deal of pains to find out where 
he was residing; but although my uncle was traced to Cork, from 
that town all clue was lost, but still it was supposed, from in- 
quiries, that he was not very far from thence. **Now," observed 
my father, in his letter, **I cannot help surmising, that my bro- 
ther, in his anxiety to retain the advantages of the title to his own 
family, has resolved to produce to the world a spurious child as 
his own , by some contrivance or another. His wife's health is 
very bad , and she is not likely to h«ve a large family. Should the 
one now expected prove a daughter, there is little chance of his 
ever having another; and I have no hesitation in declaring it my 
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conviction, that the measure has been taken with a view of de- 
frauding you of your chance of eventually being called to the House 
of Lords/ 

I showed this letter to O'Brien , who, after reading it over two 
or three times , gave his opinion that my father was right in his 
conjectures. ** Depend upon it, Peter, there 's foul play in- 
tended , that is , if foul play is rendered necessary." 

'*But, O'Brien, I cannot imagine why, if my uncle has no 
son of his own , he should prefer acknowledging a son of any other 
person's instead of his own nephew." 

**But I can, Peter: your uncle is not a man likely to live very 
long, as you know. The doctor says that, with his short neck, 
his life is not worth two years' purchase. Now if he had a sou, 
consider that his daughters would be much better off, and much 
more likely to get married ; besides, there are many reasons which 
I wo'n't talk about now, because it 's no use making you think your 
uncle to be a scoundrel. But I '11 tell you what I 'H do. I Tl go 
down to my cabin directly, and write to Father M*Grath, telling 
bim the whole affair, and desiring him to ferret him out, and watch 
him narrowly, and I '11 bet you a dozen of claret, that in less than 
a week he '11 find him out , and will dog him to the last. He 'H get 
hold of his Irish servants , and you little know the power that a 
priest has in our country. Now give the description as well as you 
can of your uncle's appearance, also of that of his wife, and the 
number of their family,' and their ages. Father M*Grath must 
have all particulars, and then let him alone for doing what is need- 
ful." 

I complied with O'Brieu's directions as well as I could , and he 
wrote a very long letter to Father M'Grath, which was sent on shore 
by a careful hand. I answered my father's letter, and then thought 
no more about the matter. 

Our sealed orders were opened, and proved our destination to 
be the West Indies , as we expected. We touched at Madeira to 
take in some wine for the ship's company; but as we only re- 
mained one day, we were not permitted to go on shore. Fortunate 
indeed would it have been if we had never gone there; for the day 
after, our captain, who had dined wHh the consul, was taken 
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alarmingly ilL From the symptoms , the siirgeoD dreaded that he 
had been poisoned by something which he had eaten , and which 
most probably bad been cooked in a copper vessel not properly 
tinned. We were alt very aniious that he should recover; but, on 
the contrary, he appeared to grow worse and worse every day, 
wasting away, and dying, as they say, by inches. At last he was 
put in bis cot, and never ro^e from it again. This melancholy 
circumstance , added to the knowledge that we were proceeding to 
an unhealthy climate, caused a gloom throughout the ship ; and, 
although the trade wind carried us along bonnding over the bright 
blue sea — although the weather was now warm , yet not too warm 
— al&ough the suq rose in splendour, and all was beautiful and 
cheering , the state of the captain's health was a check to all mirth. 
Every one trod the deck softly, and spoke in a low voice, that he 
might not be disturbed ; all were anxious to have the morning re- 
port of the surgeon , and our conversation was generally upon the 
sickly climate , the yellow fever, of death and the palisades where 
they buried us. Swinburne, the quarter-master, was in my watch, 
and as he bad been long in the West Indies , I used to obtain all the 
information from him that I could. 

The old fellow had a secret pleasure in frightening me as much 
^s he could. ** Really, Mr. Simple, you ax so many questions," 
he would say, as I accosted him while he was at his station at the 
^omt, **I wish you wouldn't ax so many questions, and make 
yourself uncomfortable — 'steady so' — 'steady it is;' — with 
regard to Yellow Jack, as we calls the yellow fever, it 's a devil in- 
carnate , that 's sartain — you 're well and able to take your allow- 
ance in the morning, and dead as a herring 'fore night. First 
comes a bit of a head-ache — you goes to the doctor, who bleeds 
you like a pig — then you go out of your senses — then up comes 
the black vomit, and then it 's all over with you , and you go to the 
land crabs , who pick your bones as clean and as white as a sea 
elephant's tooth. But there be one thing to be said in favour of 
Yellow Jac^, a*ter all. You dies straight ^ like a gentleman — 
not cribbled up like a snow-fish, chucked out on the ice of the river 
St. Lawrence , with your knees up to your nose , or your toes stuck 
into your arm-pits , as does take place in some of your foreigv 
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complaiDls ; but straight, quite straight, and limber, like a gentle* 
man. Still Jack is a little mischievous, that 's sartain. In the 
Euridiscy we had as fine a ship's company as was ever piped aloft 

— * Steady, starboard my man, you 're half a pint off your course ; ' 

— we dropped our anchor in Port Royal, and we thought that 
there was mischief brewing, for thirty-eight sharks followed the 
ship into the harbour, and played about us day and night. I used 
to watch them during the night watch , as their Gns , above water, 
skimmed along, leaving a trail of light behind them; and the se- 
cond night I said to the sentry abaft , as I was looking at them 
smelling under the counter — * Soldier,' says I , * them sharks are 
mustering under the orders of Yellow Jackj' and I no sooner 
mentioned Yellow Jack, than the sharks gave a frisky plunge, 
every one of them , as much as to say, * Yes , so we are , d - n your 
eyes/ The soldier was so frightened, that he would have fallen 
overboard , if I hadn't caught him by the scruff of the neck, for he 
was standing on the top of the taffrail. As it was, he dropped his 
musket over the stern , which the sharks dashed at from every 
quarter, making the sea look like fire — and he had it charged to 
his wages, 1/. 16«. I think. However, the fale of his musket gave 
him an idea of what would have happened to him, if he had fallen 
in instead of it — and he never got on the taffrail again. * Steady, 
port — mind your helm , Smith — you can listen to my yarn all the 
same.' Well, Mr. Simple, Yellow Jack came, sure enough. 
First the purser was called to account for all his roguery. We 
didn't care much about the land crabs eating him , who had made 
so many poor dead men chew tobacco , cheating their wives and 
relations , or Greenwich Hospital , as it might happen. Then went 
two of the middies , just about your age , Mr. Simple : they^ poor 
fellows , went off in a sad hurry; then went the master — and so it 
went on, till at last we had no more nor sixty men left in the ship. 
The captain died last , and then Yellow Jack had Oiled his maw, 
and left the rest of us alone. As soon as the captain died , all the 
sharks left the ship, and we never saw any more of them." 

Such were the yarns told to me and the other midshipmen 
during the night watches; and I can assure the reader that they 
gave us no small alarm. Every day that we worked our day's work^ 
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and found ourselves so much nearer to the islands , did we feel as 
if we were so much nearer to our graves. I once spoke to O'Briea 
about it, and he laughed. <' Peter," says he, "fear kills more 
people than the yellow fever, or any other complaint of the West 
Indies. Swinburne is an old rogue ^ and only laughing at you. 
The devil 's not half so black as he *s painted — nor. the yellow 
fever half so yellow, I presume." We were now fast nearing the 
island of Barbadoes, the weather was beautiful, the wind always 
fair; the flying fish rose in shoals, startled by the foaming seas, 
which rolled away, and roared from the bows as our swift frigate 
cleaved through the water; the porpoises played about us In thou- 
sands — the bonetas and dolphins at one time chased the flying 
flsh, and, at others, appeared to be delighted in keeping company 
with the rapid vessel. Every thin^ was beautiful, and we all should 
have been happy, had it not been for the state of Captain Savage, 
in the first place , who daily became worse and worse , and from 
the dread of the hell which we were about to enter through such a 
watery paradise. Mr. Falcon, who was in command, was grave 
and thoughtful; he appeared indeed to be quite miserable at the 
chance which would insure his own promotion. In every attention, 
and every care that could' be taken to insure quiet, and afford 
relief to the captain, he was unremitting; the offence of making a 
noise was now, with. him, a greater crime than drunkenness, or 
even mutiny. When within three days' sail of Barbadoes, it fell 
almost calm, and the captain became much worse; and now, for 
the Brst time , did we behold the great white shark of the Atlantic. 
There are several kinds of sharks, but the most dangerous are the 
great white^,shark and the ground shark. The former grows to an 
enormous length — the latter is seldom very long, not more than 
twelve feet, but spreads to a great breadth. We could not hook 
the sharks as they played around us, for Mr. Falcon would not 
permit it, lest the noise of hauling them on board should disturb 
the captain. A breeze again sprang up. In two days we were 
close to the island, and (he men were desired to look out for the 
land. 
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CHAPTER X, 

Death of Captain Savage — His funeral — Specimen of true Barbadian 
boxn — Sucking the monkey — Kffects of a kurriance. 

I The next morniag, having bove-to p^t of the night, land was 

discovered on the bow, and was reported by the mast-head man a( 
the same moment that the surgeon came up and announced the 
death of oar noble captain. Although it had been expected for the 
last two or three days, the intelligence created a heavy gloom 
throughout the ship ; the men worked in silence , and spoke to 
one another in whispers. Mr. Falcoa was deeply aiSected , and so 
were we all. in the course of the morning, we rao-into'the island, 
and , unhappy as I was , I never can forget the sensation of admira- 
tion which I felt on closing with Needham Point to enter Carlisle 
Bay. The beach of such a pure dazzling white, backed by the tall, 
green cocoa-nut trees , waving their spreadiqg heads to the fresh 
breeze , the dark blue of the sky, and the deeper blue of the trans- 
parent sea , occasionally varied into green as we passed by the coral 
rocks which threw their branches out from the bottom — the town 
opening to our view by degrees , houses after houses , so neat, with 
their green jalousies, dotting the landsApe, the fort with the 
colours flying, troops of officers riding down, a busy population 
of all colours , relieved by the whiteness of their dress. Altogether 
the scene realized my first ideas of fairy land* for I thought I had 
never witnessed any thing so beautiful. ** And can this be such a 
dreadful place as it is described?" thought I. The sails were 
clewed up, the anchor was dropped to the bottom, and a salute 
from the ship , answered by tiie forts , added to the effect of the 
scene. The sails were furled , the boats lowered down , the boat- 
swain squared the yards from the jolly-boat ahead. Mr. Falcoa 
dressed, and his boat being manned, went on shore with the 
despatches. Then , as soon as the work was over, a new scene of 
delight presented itself to the sight of midshipmen who had been 
so long upon his Majesty's allowance. These were the boats, 
wliich crowded round the ship , loaded with baskets of bananas, 
oranges, shaddocks, spursops, and every other kind of tropical 
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fruit, fried flying fish, eggs, fowls, milk, and every thing whieh covld 
tempt a poor boy after a long sea voyage. The watch being called, 
down we all hastened into the boats, and returned loaded with 
treasures, which we soon contrived to make disappear. After 
stowing away as much fruit as would have sufficed for a dessert to 
a dinner given to twenty people in England, I returned on deck. 

There was no other man-of-war in the bay; but my attention 
was directed to a beautiful little vessel, a schooner, whose fairy 
form contrasted strongly with a West India trader which lay close 
to her. All of a sudden , as I was looking at her beautiful outline, 
a yell rose from her which quite startled me, and immediately af- 
terwards her deck was covered with nearly two hundred naked 
figures with woolly heads , chattering and grinning at each other. 
She was a Spanish slaver, which had been captured, and had ai^ 
rived the evening before. The slaves were still on board , waiting 
the orders of the governor. They had been on deck about ten mi- 
nutes, when three or four men, with large panama straw hats on 
their heads, and long rattans in their hands, jumped upon the 
gunnel , and in a few seconds drove them all down below. 1 then 
turned round , and observed a black woman who had just climbed 
up the side of the frigate.^ OU^rien was on deck, .and she walked 
up to him in the most consequential manner. 

*'How do you do, sar? Very happy you come back again," said 
she to 0*BHen. 

'*I 'm very well, I thank you, ma'am," replied O'Brien, *'and 
I hope to go back the same ; but never fanving put my foot into this 
bay before , you have the advantage of me." 

" Nebber here before , so help me Gad ! me tink I know you — 
me tink I recollect your handsome face — I Lady Rodney, sar» 
Ah, piccaninny buccra! bow you do?" said she turning round to 
me. '^He hope to hah the honour to wash for you , sar," cour- 
tesy ing to O'Brien. 

' * What do you charge in this place 7 " 

** All the same price., one bit a piece." 

'* What do you call a bit?" inquired I. 

*' A bit, lilly massa?— what you call um bit? Dem four sharp 
ihins to a pietareen." 

15* 
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Oar deck was now enliYened by seYeral army officers, besides 
gentlemen residents , who came off to hear the news. Invitations 
to the mess and to the houses of the gentlemen followed, and as 
they departed , Hr. Falcon returned on board. He told O'Brien 
and the other officers, that the admiral and squadron were ex- 
pected in a few days , and that we were to remain in Carlisle Bay, 
and refit immediately. 

But although the fright about the yellow fever had considerably 
subsided in our breasts , the remembrance that our poor captain 
was lying dead in the cabin was constantly obtruding. All that 
night the carpenters were up making his coffin , for he was to be 
buried the next day. The body is never allowed to remain many 
hours unburied in the tropical climates, where putrefaction is so 
rapid. The following morning the men were up at daylight, 
washing the decks and putting the ship in order; they worked 
willingly, and yet with a silent decorum which showed what their 
feelings were. Never were the decks better cleaned , never were 
the ropes more carefully flemished down ; the hammocks were 
stowed in their white cloths , the yards carefully squared, and the 
ropes hauled taut. At eight o'clock the colours and pennant were 
hoisted half-mast high. The men were then ordered down to 
breakfast, and to clean themselves. Durin the time that the men 
were at breakfast, all the officers went into the cabin to take a last 
farewell look at our gallant captain. He appeared to have died 
without pain, and there was a beautiful tranquillity in his face; 
but even already a change had taken place , and we perceived the 
necessity of his being buried so soon. We saw him placed in his 
coffin , and then quitted the cabin without speaking to each other. 
When the coffin was nailed down, it was brought up by the barge's 
crew to the quarter-deck , and Jaid upon the gratings amidships, 
covered over with the Union Jack. The men came up from below 
without waiting for the pipe , and a solemnity appeared to pervade 
every motion. Order and quiet were universal, out of respect to 
the deceased. When the boats were ordered to be manned , the 
men almost appeared to steal into them. The barge received the 
coffin , which was placed in the stern sheets. The other jgoats 
then hauled up ^ and received the officers , marines, and saflors* 
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vbo were to follow the procession. When all was ready, the barge 
was shoved off by the bowmen , the crew dropped their oars into 
the water without a splash, and pulled the minute stroke^ the 
other boats followed , and as soon as they were clear of the ship, 
the minute guns b^ofged along the smooth surface of the bay from 
the opposite side of the ship , while the yards were topped to star- 
board and to port , the ropes were slackened and hung in bights, 
so as to give the idea of distress and neglect. At the same time, 
a dozen or more of the men who had been ready, dropped over the 
sides of the ship in different parts , and with their cans of paint 
and brushes in a few minutes effaced the whole of the broad white 
riband which marked the beautiful run of the frigate , and left her 
all black and in deep mourning. The guns from the forts now re- 
sponded to our own. The merchant ships lowered their colours, 
and the men stood up respectfully with their hats off, as the pro- 
cession moved slowly to the landing-place. The coiBn was borne 
to the burial-ground by the crew of the barge , folbwed by Mr. 
Falcon as chief mourner, all the officers of the ship who could be 
spared , one hundred of the seamen walking two and two , and the 
marines with their arms reversed. The cortige was joined by the 
army officers, while the troops lined the streets, and the bands 
played the dead march. The service was read , the voUies were' 
fired over the grave, and with oppressed feelings we returned to 
the boats and pulled on board. 

It then appeared to me , and to a certain degree I was correct, 
that as soon as we had paid our last respect to his remains, we 
had also forgotten our grief. The yards were again squared , the 
ropes hauled taut, working dresses resumed, and all was activity 
and bustle. The fact is , that sailors and soldiers have no time for 
lamentation , and running as they do from clime to clime, so does 
scene follow scene in the same variety and quickness. In a day or 
two , the captain appeared to be ,^ although he was not, forgotten. 
Our first business was to water the ship by rafting and towing off 
the casks. I was in charge of the boat again , with Swinburne as 
coxswain. As we pulled in , there were a number of negroes 
bathing in the surf, bobbing their woolly heads under it, as it 
rolled into tlte beach. '*Now, Mr. Simple," said SwinbarDe, 
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«<8ee how I 'U make Uiem niggers scamper." H6:0ien atood up 
in the sterQ sheets, and poiDting with his fiager, roared out, "A 
shark! a shaik!" A.way started all the bathers for the beach, 
puffing and blowing, from their dreaded enemy; nor did they 
atop to look for him until they were high and dry out of his reach. 
Iben, when we all laughed, they called us *'a// the ktmgman 
ti^s" and erery other opprobrious name which they could select 
from their vocabulary. I was very much amused with this scene, 
and, as much afterwards with the negroes who crowded round us 
when we landed. They appeared such merry fellows, always 
laughing, chattering, singing, and showing their white teeth. 
^One fellow danced round us, snapping his fingers, and singing 
songs without beginning or end. '*Eh, massa, what you say 
now? M^ no slave •— true Barbadian horn , Sir. Eb ! 

^^Nebha see de day 
Dat nodeey run away, 
Nebba see um night 
Dat Aodoey cannot flght. 

Ifassa, me free man , sar. Suppose you give me pictareen, drink 

massa healpi. 

** Nehha ^ee de dait hoy, 
Pompey lickum ae Caesar. 

Eh ! and you nebba see de day dat de Grasshopper run on de 
Wanangton." 

**Out of the way , yqu nigger I " cried one of the men who was 
rolling dow|i a cask. 

''Eh! who you call nigger? MefreenMn, and true Barbadian 
born. Go along, you man-of-war man. 

*^ Man-of-war, buccca, 
Man-of-war, buccra, 
Hedeboy for me; 
Sodger, buccra, 
Sodger, buc<»'a, 
Nebba, nebba do, 
flebba, nebba do for me; 
Sodger give one abiUing, 
Sailor give me two. 
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Mfl^a , now suppose ^u give the 6nTy one pictareen now. You 
really handsome young gentleiiian." 

"Now, just walk ofit/' sdid SWidburne, lifting up a stick he 
found on the beach. 

**Eh; walk off. 

'^ N^>bt see de day, ^boy, 
'Badian run away, boy. 

Go , do your work , sir. Vfhj yon Mk to m^? Go , work , sar. 
I free-man , and resll Barbadian born. 

^^ Negro on deflihore 
iSee de ship come ia^ 
De b06cra come on shore , 
WId de hand up to the chid ; 
Wan-vf-wafy biicofa, 
llfan-of>war, buccra, 
He de boy for me , 
Kan-or-war, bucdr'a, 
Man-of-war, buccra, 
Gib pietareen to mle." 

At this moment my attention was directed to another negro, 
who lay on the beach , rolliDg and foaming at the mouth , appa- 
rently in a fift. ** What 's the matter with that fellow?" said I to 
the same negro, who continued close to me, notwithstanding 
Swinbtitne's stick. **£h! call him Sam Slack, massa. He ab 
nm^'e He fit." And stfch was apparently the case. '* Stop, me 
ctfre htm ; " and he snat(ihed the stick out of Swinburne's hand, 
itid^ntiitlguptotheman, whocontinued to roll on the beach, com- 
menced belabonring him without mercy. . **£h, Sambo ! " cried 
be at fast, quite out of bfeath , *' you no better yet — try again." 
He recommenced , until at I^st the man got up and ran away as fast 
ashecontd. Ndw, whether the man was shamming, or whether 
itirtisreal tie tic, dr epilisptic fit, I know not, but I never heard 
6f sdch a cure fdr it beJTore. I threw the fellow half a pictareen, 
M much for th^atntisement he had afforded me as to get rid of him. 
''•tadky, masSa; noW man-of-war man, here de tick for you 
again to keep off all de dam niggers." So saying, he handed the 
sttek to Swinburne , made a polite bow , and departed. We wer 
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howe?er, soon surroonded by others, particularly some dingy 
ladies, with baskets of fruit, andvbo, as they said, '*seliebery 
ting." I perceived that my sailors were very food of cocoa-out 
milk, which, being a harmless beyerage, I did not object to their 
purchasing from these ladies , who had chiefly cocoa-nuts in their 
baskets. As I had never tasted it, 1 asked them what it was , and 
bought a cocoa-nut. I selected the largest. **No, massa, dat 
not good for yon. Better one for buccra officer." I then selected 
another, but the same objection was made , ** No, massa, dis 
very fine milk. Very good for de tomac." I drank oif the milk 
from the holes on the top of the cocoa-nut, and found it very re- 
freshing. As for the sailors , they appeared very fond of it indeed. 
But I very soon found that if good for de tomac, it was not very 
good for the head, as my men , instead of rolling the casks , began 
to roll themselves in all directions , and when it was time to go off 
to dinner, most of them were dead drunk at the bottom of the boat. 
They insisted that it was the tun which affected them. Very hot it 
.certainly was, and! believed them at first, when they were only 
giddy; but I was convinced to the contrary when I found that they 
became insensible ; yet bow they had procured the liquor was to me 
a mystery. When I came on board , Mr. Falcon , who » although 
acting captain, continued his duties as first lieutenant almost as 
punctually as before , asked how it was that I had allowed my men 
to get so tipsy. I assured him that I could not tell, that I had 
never allowed one to leave the watering-place, or to buy any li- 
quor : the only thing that they had to drink was a little cocoa-nut 
milk , which , as it was so very hot , I thought there could be no 
objection to. Mr. Falcon smiled and said, **Mr. Simple, I 'm 
an old stager in the West Indies , and I '11 let you into a secret. Do 
you know what ^sucking t/ie monkey' means?" "No, Sir." 
"Well, then, I '11 tell you; it is a term used among seamen for 
drinking rum out ot cocoa-nuU , the milk having been poured out*, 
and the liquor substituted. Now do you comprehend why your 
men are tipsy ? " I stared with all my eyes , for it never would have 
entered into my head; and I then perceived why it was that the 
black woman would not give me the first cocoa-nuts which I se- 
lected. I told Mr. Fal(fon of this circumstance, who replied^ 
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*' Well , it was not your fault, only you must not forget it anotlier 
lime." 

It was my first watch that night, and Swinburne was quarter^ 
master on deck, * * Swinburne ," said I , '* you have often been ia 
the West Indies before , why did you not tell me that the men were 

* Mucking the monkey y* when I thought that they were only drink- 
ing cocoa-nut milk?" 

Swinburne chuckled, and answered, '*Why, Mr. Simple, 
d'ye see , it didn't become me as a shipmate to feach. It 's but 
seldom that a poor fellow has an opportunity of making himself a 

* little happy, ' and it would not be fair to take away the chance. I 
suppose you '11 never let them have cocoa-nut milk again?" 

**No , that I will not ; but I cannot imagine what pleasure they 
can find in getting so tipsy." 

**It 's merely because they are notallowed to be so, Sir. That's 
the whole story in few words." 

** Well , I think I could cure them, if I were permitted to try.** 

** I should like to h<*^r how you 'd manage that, Mr. Simple." 

** Why , I would oblige a man to drink off a half pint of liquor, 
and then put him by himself. I would not aHow him companions 
to make merry with, so as to make a pleasure of intoxication. I 
would then wait until neit morning when he was sober, and leave 
him alone with a racking' headache until the evening , when I would 
give him another dose, and so on, forcing him to get drunk until 
be hated the smell of liquor." 

" Well , Mr. Simple , it might do with some , but many of our 
chaps would require the dose you mention to be repeated pretty 
often before it would effect a cure ; and what 's more , they 'd be 
yery willing patients , and make no wry faces at their physic." 

'* Well , that might be , but it would cure them at last. But teli 
me , Swinburne, were you ever in a hurricane?' 

*'I 've been in every thing, Mr. Simple, I believe, except a 
school , and I never had no time to go there. Do you see that bat* 
tery at Needham Point? Well, in the hurricane of '82, them 
same guns were whirled away by the wind , right over to this point 
here on the opposite side, the sentries in their sentry-boxes after 
them. Some of the soldiers who faced the wind had their teeth 
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Mown doWD their throats like broken 'baccy pipes, others had their 
heads taroed round like dog vanes ; 'caose they waited for orders 
lo the *rfghiab(na/aoB/ and the whole air was full of young 
niggers y blowing about like peelrags otingons" 

*' You don't suppose I believe all this , Swinburne?" 

**That 's as may be, Mr. Simple; but I 've told the story so 
often , that I believe it myself." 

•* What ship were you in?" 

**Ib theBhtnehe, Captain Faulkner, who was as fine a fellow 
as poor Captaitt Savage, whom we buried yesterday; there could 
not be a 6ner than either of them. I was at the taking of the Pique, 
and carried him down below after he had received his mortal wound. 
We did a pretty thing out here when we took Fort Royal by a coup- 
de-mam, which means, boarding from the matTi-yard of the fri- 
gate , and dropping from it into the fort. But what 's that under 
the moon ? — there 's a sail in the offing." 

Swinburne fetched the glass and directed it lo the spot. *' One, 
two, three, four. It 's the admiral. Sir, and the squadron hove- 
to for the night. One 's a line-of-battle ship, I '11 swear." I 
examined the vessels, and agreeing with Swinburne, reported 
them to Mr. Falcon. My watch was then over, and as soon as I 
was released I went to my hammock.. 

CHAPTER XI. 

Captain Kearney -^ The dignity ball. 

The next morning at daylight we exchanged numbers , and 
sainted ike flag, and by eight o'clock they all anchored. Mr. 
Falcon went on board the admiral's ship with despatches , and to 
report the death jof Captain Savage. In about half an hour he re- 
turned, and, we were glad to perceive, with a smile upon his 
face , from whidi we argued that he would receive his acting order 
as commander, which was a question of some doubt, as the ad- 
miial had the power to give the vacancy to whom he pleased, al- 
though it would not have been fair if be had not given it to Mr. Fal- 
con ; not that Mr. Falcon would not have received bis commission. 
as Captain Savage dying when the ship was under no admiral's 
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conmMiid, hemadehimaeff; but still the admiral might have sent 
him home, and not lukve f iven him a ship. But this he did, the 
captain of the Minerve being appointed to the SaDgiier, the captain 
of the Opossum to the Mtnerve , and Captain Falcon talcing the 
command of the Opossom. fl&reoeived his coramisBion that even- 
ing, and the next day the exchanges were made. Captain Fat<^ 
woidd have taken me with him^ and offered so to do ; hat I could 
not leave O'Brien , so I preferred remaining in the Sangiier. 

We were all aniions to know what sort of a person our new cap- 
tain was, whose name was Kearney; but we had no time to ask 
the midshipmen , eacept when they came in charge oi the boats 
wbkb broQght his lugg^e: they replied generally, that he was a 
very good sort of fellow, and there was no harm in him. But 
viRhen I had the nigbi watch with Swinburne, he came up tome, 
and said, **WeQ, Hr. Simple, so we have a new captain. I 
sailed with him for two years in a brig." 

^'Andpray, Swinburne, what sort of a. person is-'he?" 

** Why , I *11 tell you , Mr. Simple : be 's a good-tempered, 
kind fellow enoBgh , but*--" 

"But what?" 

**Sueha6oune«r//" 

'' How do you mean ? He *» not a very stout man." 
^Bless you , Mr. Simple , why you don't understand English. 
I mean that he 's thegreateet liar ^at ever walked a deck. Now, 
Mr. Simple, you know I can spin a yam oceasionaUy." 

"Yes,, that yon can; witness the hurricane the other n^^t." 

"Well, Mr. Sirapile, 1 cannot kold a candh to him. It a'n*t 
that I might not stretch now and tiMn, just for fun , as far as he 
can, but, d — ^n it, be 's always on the stretch. In fiict, Mr. 
Simple Y he never teUs the tmth except 6y i7it«to^. He '» as poor 
as a rat, and has nothing but his pay; yet to belieVe him» be is 
worth at least as much as Greenwich Hos{HtaU But yoi» 'H soon 
find him out, and he '11 serve to laugh at behind has back, yon 
know , Mr. Simple , for that 's »o go before his lace." 

Capiain Kearney made his appearance on board the next day. 
The men were mustered to receive him , and all the officers were 
on the quarter-deek. "You've a fine set of marines here, Cap4ain 



(t 



«i] 



236 



Falcon ," observed he ; ' * those I left on board of the Minenre were 
only fit to be hung; and you have a good show of reefers too — 
those I left in the Minerve were npt worth hanging. If you please, 
I 'II read my commission if you '11 order the men aft." His 
commission was read, all hands with their hats off from respect 
to^the authority from which it proceeded. **Now, my lads," 
said Captain Kearney, addressing the ship's company, '*I 've 
but few words to say to you. I am appointed to command this 
ship , and you appear to have a very good character from your 
late first lieutenant. All I request of you is this: be smart, keep 
sober, and always tell the truth — that 's enough. Pipe down. 
Gentlemen ," continued he, addressing the officers, **I trust that 
we shall be good friends; and I see no reason that it should be 
otherwise." He then turned away with a bow, and called his cox- 
swain — ** Williams, you '11 go on board and tell my steward that 
I have promised to dine with the governor to-day, and that he 
must come to dress me; and, coxswain, recollect to put the 
sheepskin mat on the stern gratings of my gig— not the one I used 
to have when I was on shore in my carriage^ but the blue one 
which was used for the cliariot — you know which I mean." I 
happened to look Swinburne in the face, who cocked his eye al me, 
as much as to say — ** There he goes." We afterwards met the 
officers of the Minenre, who corroborated all that Swinburne had 
said, although it was quite unnecessary, as we had the captain's 
own words every minute to satisfy us of the fact. 

Dinner parties were now very numerous, and the hospitality of 
the island is but too well known. The invitations extended to the 
midshipmen , and many was the good dinner and kind reception 
which I had during my stay. There was , however , one thing I 
had heard so much of,- that I was anxious to witness it, which was 
a dignity ball. But I must enter a little into explanation, or my 
readers will not understand me. The coloured people of Barba- 
does, for reasons best known to themselves, are immoderately 
proud , and look upon all the negroes who are bom on other is- 
lands as niggers; they have also an extraordinary idea of their own 
bravery , although I never heard that it has ever been put to the 
proof. The free Barbadians are, most of them, very rich, and hold 
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ap their heads as they walk with an air quite ridiculaus. Thej ape 
the manners of the Earopeans, at the same time that.they appear 
to consider them as almost their inferiors. Now, a dignity ball is 
a ball giyen by the most consequential of their coloured people, 
and from the amusement and various other reasons , is generally 
well attended by the officers both on shore and afloat. The price 
of the tickets of admission was high — I think they were half a joe, 
or eight dollars each. 

The governor sent out cards for a grand ball and supper for the 
ensuing week, and Miss Betsy Austin, a quadroon woman, ascer- 
taining the fact, sent out her cards for the same evening. This 
was not altogether in rivalry , but for another reason , which was, 
that she was aware that most of the officers and midshipmen of the 
ships would obtain permission to go to the governor's ball , and 
preferring hers, would slip away and join the party, by which 
means she insured a full attendance. 

On the day of invitation our captain came on board, and told 
our new first lieutenant (of whom I shall say more hereafter) that 
the governor insisted that all his officers should go — that he would 
take no denial , and therefore, he presumed, go they must; that 
the fact was, that the governor was a relation of his wife, and 
under some trifling obligations to him in obtaining for him-his pre- 
sent command. He certainly had spoken to the prime minister, 
and he thought it not impossible, considering the intimate terms 
which the minister and be had been on from childhood, that his 
solicitation might have had some effect ; at all events , it was plea- 
sant to find that there was some little gratitude left in this world. 
After this, of course, every officer went, with the exception of 
the master, who said that he 'd as soon have two round turns in 
bis hawse as go to see people kick their legs about like fools , and 
that he 'd take care of the ship. 

The governor's ball was very splendid ; but the ladies were 
rather sallow, from the effects of the climate. However, there 
were exceptions, and on the whole it was a very gay affair; but we 
were all anxious to go to the dignity ball of Hiss Betsy Austin. I 
slipped away with three other midshipmen , and we soon arrived 
there. A crowd of negroes were outside of the house; but the ball 
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bad Dot yet comnMbced , from the want of gentlemen , the bsll 
being very correct, notbiDg under mulatto in colour being ad- 
mitted. Perhaps I onght to saiy here , that the progeny of a white 
aud a negro is a mulatto, or half and half — of a white and mulatto, 
a quadroon, or one quarter blaek, and of this class the company 
were chiefly composed. I believe a quadroon aud white make the 
tmutee or one eighth black , and the mustee and white the musta*- 
fina, or one sixteenth black. After that, they are tohtte washedy 
aod considered as Europeans. The pride of colour is very great in 
the West Indies , and they have as many quarterings as a German 
prince in his coat of arms; a quadroon looks down upon a mulatto, 
while a mulatto looks down i^en a sambo, that is, half mulatto 
half negro, while a sambo in his turn looks down upon a nigger. 
The quadroons are certainly the handsomest race of the whole: 
some of the women are really beautiful ; their hair is long and per- 
fectly straight, their eyes large and blacky their fifare» perfection, 
and you can see the colour mautle in their cheeks quite as plainly, 
and with as much effect, as in those of a European. We found the 
door ofMiss Austio's house open, and ornamented with orange 
branches, and 6n our presenting ourselves were accosted by a mu- 
latto gentleman, who was, we presumed, *' usher of the black 
rod." His head was well powdered , he was dressed in white jean 
trowsers, a waistcoat not six inches long, and a half-worn poBt^ 
captain's coat on, as a livery. With a low bow, he *'took de liberty 
to trouble de gentlemen for de card for de ball " which being pro- 
duced, we were ushered on by him to the ball-room, at the door of 
which Miss Austin was waiting to receive her company. Sbe made 
us a low courtesy, observing, **She really happy to see de gen- 
tlemen of de ship, but hoped to see de officers also at her digniiy," 

This remark touched our dignity., and one of niy con^aotons 
replied, "That we midshipmen considered ourselves officers, and 
no smaU ones either , and that if she waited for the lieutenants she 
must wait until they were tired of .the governor's ball, wehaivifig 
given the preference to hers." 

This remark set all to righJts ; sangaree was handed about; and 
I looked around at the company. I must acknowledge , at the risk 
of losing the good opinion of my fair countrywomen , that I never 
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saw. before so many pretty figures and taces. The officers not 
having yet arrived , we received all the attention , and I was sac- 
cessively presented to Miss Eurydtce, Miss Minerva, Miss Sylvia, 
Miss Aspasia, Miss Euterpe, and many others, evidently bor- 
rowed from the different men-of-war which had been on the sta- 
tion*. All these young ladies gave themselves all the airs of Al- 
mack's. Their dresses I cannot pretend to describe — jewels of 
value were not wanting, but their drapery was slight. They ap- 
peared neither to wear or to require stays, and on tb« whole, their 
figures were so perfect, that they could only be ill-dressed by 
having on too much dress. A few more midshipmeo and some 
lieutenants (O'Brien among the number) having ndade their ap- 
pearance, Miss Austin directed that the ball should commence. I 
requested the honour of Miss Eurydice's hand in a cotillon, which 
was to open the ball. At this moment stepped fbrth the premier 
violin, master of the ceremonies and ballet-master, Massa John- 
son , really a very smart man, who gave lessons in dancing to all 
the **'fi«dian ladies." He was a dark quadroon , his hair slightly 
powdered , dressed in a light blue coat thrown well baek , to show 
his lily> white waistcoat, only one button of which he could afford 
to button to make full room for the pride of his heart, the frill of 
his shirt, which really was im jabot superb , four Inches wide, and 
extending from his collar to the waistband of his nankeen tights, 
which were finished off at his knees with huge bunches of riband; 
his legs were encased in silk stockings, which, however, was not 
very good taste on his part, as they showed the manifest advantage 
which an European has over a coloured man in the formation of the 
leg: instead of being straight, his shins curved like a cheese- 
knife, and, moreover, his leg was planted into his foot like the 
handle into a broom or scrubbing-brush , there being quite a» 
much of the foot on the heel side as on the toe side. Such was the 
appearance of Mr. Apollo Johnson^ whom the ladies considered as 
the n0ji/t»u/^a of fashion, and the arbiter etegantiarum. His 
bow-tiek , or fiddle-stick , was his- wand, whose magic rap on tbe 
fiddle produced immediate obedience to bis mandates. "Ladies 
and gentle , take your seaU." Ail started up. ^^Miss Eurydice, 
you open de ball." ' 
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Miss Eurydice had but a sorry partner, but she undertook to 
instruct me. O'Brien was our vis-^vis with Miss Euterpe. The 
other gentlemen were officers from the ships , and we stood up 
twelve, checkered brown and white, like a chess-bQard. Ail eyes 
were fixed upon Mr. Apollo Johnson , who first looked at the 
eouples , then at his fiddle , and , lastly ; at the other musicians, 
to see if all was right, and then with a wave of his bow-tick the 
music began. **Massa lieutenant," cried Apollo to O'Brien, 
*«cross over to opposite lady, right hand and left, den figure to 
Miss Eurydice — ' dat right ; now four hand round. Tou lily mid- 
shipman, set your partner. Sir; den twist her round; dat do, 
DOW stop. First figure all over." 

At this time I thought I might venture to talk a little with my 
partner, and I ventured a remark. To my surprise, she answered 
very sharply, *' I come here for dance , sar, and not for chatter; 
look Massa Johnson , he tap um bow-tick." 

The second figure commenced , and I made a sad bungle ; so 
I did of the third , and fourth , and fifth , for I never had danced a 
cotillon. When I handed my partner to her place, who certainly 
was the prettiest girl in the room , she .looked rather contemp- 
tuously at me, and observed to a neighbour, "I really pity de 
gentleman as^ome from England dat no know how to dance, nor 
nothing at all, until em hab instruction at Barbadoes." 

A country dance was now called for, which was more ac- 
ceptable to all parties , as none of Mr. Apollo Johnson's pupils 
were very perfect in their cotillon , and none of the officers , ex- 
cept O'Brien , knew any thing about them. O'Brien's superior 
education on this point, added to his lieutenant's epaulet and 
handsome person , made him much courted ; but he took up with 
Miss Eurydice after I had left her, and remained with her the 
whole evening; thereby exciting the jealousy of Mr. Apollo John- 
son, who, it appears, was amorous in that direction. Our party- 
increased every minute : all the officers of the garrison , and, 
inally, as soon as they could get away, the governor's aide-de- 
camps, all dressed in mt^ (i, e. plain clothes). The dancing 
continued until three o'clock in the morning, when it was quite a 
squeeze, from the constant arrival of fresh recruits from all the 
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houses in Barbadoes. I mast say, that a few hottles of EKa de 
Cologne thrown about the room would have improved the atmo- 
sphere. By this time the heat was terribly, and the mopping of 
the ladies' faces everlasting. I would recommend a dignity ball 
to all stout gentlemen , who wish to be reduced a stone or two. 
Supper was now announced , and having danced the last country 
dance with Miss Minerva , I of course had the pleasure of handing 
her into the supper-room. It was my fate to sit opposite to a fine 
turlcey, and I asked my partner if I should have the pleasure of 
helping her to a piece of the breast. She looked at me very indig- 
nantly, and said, *' Curse your impudence, sar, I wonder where 
you larn manners. Sar, I take a lily turkey 6oiom, if you please. 
Talk of breast to a lady, sar! — reaUy quite horrid," I made two 
or three more barbarous mistakes before the supper was finished. 
At last the eating was over, and I must say a better supper I never 
sat down to. ** Silence, gentlemen and ladies," cried Mr. Apollo 
Johnson, **wid de permission of our amiable hostess, I will pur- 
pose a toast. Gentlement and ladies — You all know , and if be so 
you don't, I say that there no place in de world like Barbadoes. All 
de world fight against England , but England nebber fear ; King 
George nebber fear, while Barbadoes Hand 'tijf, 'Badian fight for 
King George to last drop of him blood. Nebber see the day 'Badian 
run away; you all knowdem Frenchmans at San Lucee, give up 
Mome Fortun^e , when he hear de 'Badian volunteer come against 
him. I hope no 'fence present company, but um norry to say 
English come here too jealous of 'Badians. Gentlomen and lady — 
Barbadian bom ab only one fault — he really too brave, I purpose 
health of * Island of Barbadoes.' " Acclamations from all quar- 
ters followed this truly modest speech , and the toast was drunk 
with rapture; the ladies were delighted with Mr. Apollo's elo-- 
quence, and the lead which he took in the company. 

O'Brien then rose and addressed the company as follows : — 
** Ladies and gentlemen — Mr. Poll has spoken better than the 
best parrot I ever met with in this country; but as he has thought 
proper to drink the * Island of Barbadoes,' I mean to be a little 
more particular. I wish , with him , all good health to the island ; 
but there is a charm without which the island would be a desert — 

Peter Simph. 16 
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that is, Ihe^Miety of the lovely girls who now surround us, and 
take our hearts by storm— ^(^ere O'Briea put Us arm gently round 
Hiss Eurydioe*s iraist , and Mr. Apollo ground his teeth so as to 
be heard at the furthest end of the room,) — therefore, gentlemen, 
with your permissioo , I will propose the heal%h of the * 'Badian 
Ladies/ " This speeoh of O'Brien's was declared, by the females 
at least , to be infinitely superior to Mr. Apollo Johnson's. Miss 
Eurydice was even more gracious , and the other ladies were more 
enyious. 

Many other toasts and much more wine was drunk , until the 
male part of the company appeared to be rather riotous. Mr. 
Apollo, howev«r, had to regain his superiority, and after some 
hems and hahs, begged permission to give a sentiment. ** Gen- 
llemen and ladies , I beg then to say — 

^^ Here 's to de cock who make lub to de. hen , 
Crow till he hoarse, and make lab again." 

This sentiment was received with rapture; and after silence 
was obtained, Miss Betsy Austin rose and said — " Unaccustomed 
as she was to public 'peaking , she must not sit 'till and not tank 
de gentleman for his very fine toast, and in dename of de ladies 
she begged leave to propose another seutimen , which was — 

^^Here lo de ben what nebber refuses , 
Let cock pay compliment whenebber he chooses." 

If the first toast was received with applause, this was with 
enthusiasm; but we received a damper after it was subsided, by 
thelady of the bouse getting up and saying — **Now, gentlemen 
and ladies, me tipk it right to say dat it time to go home ; I nebber 
allow people get drunk or kick up bobbery in my house , so now I 
tink we better take parUng glass , and very much obliged to yon 
for your company." 

As O'Brien said , this was a broad hint to be off, so we all now 
took our parting-glass, in compliance with her request and our 
own wishes , and proceeded to escort our partners on their way 
home. While I was assisting Miss Minerva to her red crape shawl, 
a storm was brewing in another quarter, to wit, between Mr. 
Apollo Johnson and O'Brien. O'Brien was assiduously attending 
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to Miss Eurydice , vhispering what he called soft blarney in her 
ear, when Mr. Apollo, who was above spirit-boiling h^at with 
jealousy, came up, and told Miss Eurydice that be would have 
the honour of escorting her home. 

** You may save yourself the trouble, you dingy gut-scraper," 
replied O'Brien ; <* the lady is under my protection , so take your 
ugly black face out of the way , or I '11 show you how I treat a * 'fia- 
dian who is really too brave/ " 

**So elp me Gad, Massa Lieutenant, 'pose you put a finger 
on me , I show you what 'Badian can do." 

Apollo then attempted to insert himself between O'Brien and 
his lady, upon which O'Brien shoved him back with great violenoe, 
and continued his course towards the door. They were in the 
passage, when I came up, for hearing O'Brien's voice in anger, 
I left Miss Minerva to shift for herself. 

Miss Eurydice had now left O'Brien's arm , at his request, and 
he and Mr. Apollo were standing in the passage, O'Brien close 
to the door, which was shut, and Apollo swaggering up to him. 
O'Brien, who knew the tender part of a black, saluted Apollo 
with a kick on the shins, which would have broken my leg. Massa 
Johnson roared with pain , and recoiled two or three paces , part- 
ing the crowd away behind him. The blacks never fight with fists, 
but butt with their heads like rams, and with quite as much 
force. When Mr. Apollo had retreated he gave his shin one 
more rub, uttered a loud yell, and started at O'Brien, with his 
head aimed at O'Brien's chest, like a battering-ram. O'Brien, 
who was aware of this plan of fighting, stepped dexterously on 
one sidC; and allowed Mr. Apollo to pass by him, which he did 
with such force , that his head went clean through the panel of the 
door behind O'Brien, and there he stuck as fast as if in a pillory, 
squealing like a pig for assistance, and foaming with rage. After 
some difficulty he was released , and presented a very melancholy 
figure. His face was much cut, and his sn^erh Jabot all in tatters ; 
he appeared, however, to have had quite enough of it, as he 
retreated to the supper-room , followed by some of his admirers, 
without asking or looking after O'Brien. 

16* 
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But if Mr. Apollo had had enough of it, his friends were too 
Indignant to allow us to go oif scot-free. A large mob was col- 
lected in the street, vowing vengeance on us for our treatment of 
their flash man, and a row was to be expected. Miss Eurydice had 
escaped, so that O'Brien had his hands free. *'Cam out, you 
hangman tiefs, cam out! only wish had rock stones, to mash 
your heads with ," cried the mob of negroes. The officers now 
sallied out in a body, and were saluted with every variety of mis* 
sile , such as rotten oranges , caU>age-stalks , mud , and cocoa- 
nut shells. We fought our way manfully, but as we neared the 
beach the mob increased to hundreds, and at last we could proceed 
no further, being completely jammed up by the niggers, upon 
whose heads we could make no more impression than upon blocks 
of marble. *' We must draw our swords,-' observed an officer. 
'*No, no," replied O'Brien , '* that will not do; if once we shed 
blood, they will never let us get on board with our lives. The 
boat's crew by this time must be aware that there is a row." 
O'Brien was right. He had hardly spoken , before a lane was ob- 
served to be made through the crowd in the distance, which in two 
minutes was open to us. Swinburne appeared in the middle of it, 
followed by the rest of the boat's crew, armed with the boat's 
stretchers , which they did not aim at the lieads of the blacks , bu t 
swept them like scythes against their skins. This they continued 
to do, right and teft of us, as we walked through and went down 
to the boats , the seamen closing up the rear with their stretchers, 
with which they ever and anon made a sweep at the black fellows if 
they approached too near. It was now broad daylight, and in a 
few minutes we were again safely on board the frigate. Thus ended 
the first and last dignity ball that I attended. 

CHAPTER XII. 

I am claimed by Captain Kearney as a relation — Trial of skill between 
first lieutenant and captain with the long bow — The shark, the pug 
dog , and the will — A quarter-deck picture. 

As the admiral was not one who would permit the ships under 
his command to lie idle in port, in a very few days after the dignity 
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ball which I haie described , all the squadroo sailed on their ra- 
rioas destinations. I was not sorry to leave the bay, for one soon 
becomes tired of profusion , and cared nothing for either oranges, 
bananas , or shaddocks , nor even for the good dinners and claset 
at the tables of the army mess and gentlemen of the island. The 
sea breeze soon became more precious to us than any thing else; 
and if we could have bathed without the fear of a shark, we should 
have equally appreciated that most refreshing of all luxuries under 
the torrid zone. It was therefore with pleasure that we received the 
information that we were to sail the next day to cruise off the 
French island of Martinique. Captain Kearney had been so much 
on shore that we saw but little of him, and the ship was entirely 
under the control of the Grst lieutenant, of whom I have hitherto 
not spoken. He was a very short, pock-marked man, with red 
hair and whiskers, a good sailor, and not a bad officer; that is, 
he was a practical sailor, and could show any foremast man his 
duty in any department — and this seamen very much appreciate, 
as it is not very common ; but I never yet knew an officer who 
prided himself upon his practical knowledge, who was at the same 
time a good navigator; and too often, by assuming the Jack Tar, 
they lower the respect due to them , and become coarse and vulgar 
in their manners and language. This was the case with Mr. Phil- 
lott, who prided himself upon his slang, and who was at one time 
'*hail fellow well met" with the seamen, talking to them, and 
being answered as familiarly as if they were equals, and at another, 
knocking the very same men down with a handspike if he was dis- 
pleased. He was not bad tempered, but very hasty; and his 
language to the officers was occasionally very incorrect — to the 
midshipmen invariably so. However, on the whole, he was not 
disliked, although he was certainly not respected as a first lieute- 
nant shoald have been. It is but fair to say, that he was the same 
to his superiors as he was to his inferiors ; and the bluntness with 
which he used to contradict and assert his disbelief of Captain 
Kearney's narratives often produced a cobkess between them for 
some days. 

The day after we sailed from Carlisle Bay I was asked to dine in 
the cabin. The dinner was served upon plated dishes, which 



246 



looked Tory grand, bat there was not much in them. "This 
plate/' o]»served the captain, '*was presented to me by some 
merchants for my exertions in saving their property from the 
Danes , when I was cruising off Heligoland." 

** Why , that lying steward of yours told me that you bought it 
at Portsmouth /' replied the first lieutenant : * * I asked him in the 
galley this morning." 

*'How came you to assert such a confounded falsehood, Sir?" 
said the captain to the man who stood behind his chair. 

*' I only said that I thought so ," replied the steward. 

** Why , didn't you say that the bill had been sent in, through 
you , seven or eight times , and that the captain had paid it with a 
flowing sheet?" 

**Did you dare say that, Sir?" interrogated the captain very 
angrily. 

'^Mr.Phillott mistook me, Sir," replied the steward. '*He 
was so busy dan^ning the sweepers , that he did not hear me right. 
I said, the midshipmen had paid their crockery bill with the fore- 
topsail." 

^'Ay, ay," replied the captain , ** that's much more likely. 

'*Weli, Mr.Steward," replied Mr. Phillott, "rilbed—dif 
you ar'n't as big a liar as your — " (master he was going to plump 
out, but fortunately the first lieutenant checked himself, and 
added, ) — "as your father was before you." 

The captain changed the conversation by asking me whether I 
would take a slice of ham. * * It 's real Westphalia , Mr. Simple ; 
I have them sent me direct by Count Trooingsken, an intimate 
friend of mine, who kills his own wild boars in theBartE moun- 
Uins." . 

' * How the devil do you get them over , Captain Kearney ? " 

'* There are ways and means of doing every thing, Mr. Phillott, 
and the First Consul is not quite so bad as he is represented. The 
first batch was sent over with a very handsome letter to me, written 
in his own hand, which I vdll show you some of these days. I 
wrote to him in return , and sent to him two Cheshire cheeses by a 
smuggler, and since that they came regularly. Did you ever eat 
Westphalia ham, Mr. Simple?" 
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**Yes, Sir," repliedl: "oncelpartookof one atLotdPrivi- 
Jcgc's." 

<*Lonl PHvilege! why he *s a distant relMion of mine, a sort 
of fifth cousin /' replied Captain Kearney. 

*' Indeed, Sir!" repliedl. 

**Then yon must allow me to introduce you to a relation, CAp- 
Uin Kearney," said the first lieutenant; '*for Mr. Simple is his 
grandson.'* 

'*IB it possible? I can only say, BTr. Simple, that I shall be 
most happy to show you every attention, and am very glad that I 
have you as one of my officers." 

Now, although this was all fajse, for Captain Kearney was not 
in the remotest manner connected with my family, yet, having 
once asserted it, he could not retract, and the consequence was, 
that I was much the gainer by his falsehood , as he treated me very 
kindly afterwards , always calling me cot^m. 

The first lieutenant smiled, and gave me a wink, when the 
captain had finished his speech to me, as much as to say, ** You 'r« 
in luck," and then the conversation changed. Captain Kearney 
certainly dealt in the marvellous to admiration , and really told his 
stories with such earnestness, that I actually believe that he thought 
he was telling the truth. Never was there such an instance of con- 
firmed habit. Telling a story of a cutting-out expedition, he said, 
" The French captain would have fallen by my hand, 'but just as 1 
levelled my musket , a ball came , and cut off the cock of the lock, 
as clean as if it was done with a knife — a very remarkable in- 
stance," observed he. 

**Not equal to what occurred in a ship I was in," replied the 
first lieutenant, "when the second lieutenant w«ft gvaced byagrape 
shot, which cut off one of his whiskers, and tunuog round his 
head to ascertain what was the matter, another graf^ shot came 
and took off the other. Now that 's what I call a close skavej' 

**Ye8," replied Captain K£inrney , ** very close, indeed, if it 
were true; but you '11 excuse me, ^r. phillott, but you sometimes' 
tell stranip stories* I do not mind it myself, bat the exanqile is 
not good to my young relation here , Mr. Simple. 
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" Captain Kearney ," replied the first lieatenant, laughing Yery 
immoderately , " do you know what the pot called the kettle?" 

*'No, Sir, I do not," retorted the captain, with offended dig- 
nity. ** Mr. Simple, will you take a glass of wine?" 

I thought that this little brouillerie would have checked the 
captain; it did so, but only for a few minutes, when he again 
commenced. The first lieutenant observed that it would be ne- 
cessary to let water into the ship every morning, and pump it out, 
to avoid the smell of the bilge water. ** There are worse smells 
than bilge water , *' replied the captain. * * What do you think of a 
whole ship's company being nearly poisoned with otto^qf roses? 
Yet that occurred to me when in the Mediterranean. I was off 
Smyrna , cruising for a French ship , that was to sail to France, 
with a pasha on board, as an ambassador. I knew she would be 
a good prize, and was looking sharp out, when one morning we 
discovered her on the lee bow. We made all sail , but she walked 
away from us , bearing away gradually till we were both before the 
wind, and at night we lost sight of her. As I knew that she was 
bound to Marseilles, I made all sail to fall in with her again. The 
wind was light and variable ; but five days afterwards , as I lay in 
my cot , just before daylight , I smelt a very strong smell , blowing 
in at the weather port, and coming down the skylight which was 
open; and after sniffing at it two or three times, I knew it to be 
otto of roses. I sent for the officer of the watch , and asked him if 
there was any thing in sight. He replied *that there was not;' 
and I ordered him to sweep the horizon with his glass , and look 
well out to windward. As the wind freshened , the smell became 
more powerful. I ordered him to get the royal yards across, and 
all ready to make sail, for I knew that the Turk must be near us. 
At daylight, there he was, just three miles ahead in the wind's 
eye. But although he beat us going free, he was no match for us 
on a wind, and before noon we had possession of him and all his 
harem. By the by , I could tell you a good story about the ladies. 
She was a very valuable prize , and among other things , she bad a 
puncheon of otto of roses on board — " 

*' Whew ! " cried the first lieutenant. << What! a whole pun- 
ebeon?' 
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'*Yes," replied the captain, **a Turkish puocheon — not 
quite so large, perhaps, as ours on board; their weights and 
measures are different. I took out most of the valuables into the 
brig I commanded — about 20,000 sequins — carpets — and 
among the rest, this cask of otto of roses, which we had smelt 
three miles off. We had it safe on board , when the mate of the 
hold, not slinging it properly, it fell into the spirit-room with a 
run, and was stove to pieces. Never was such a scene; my first 
lieutenant and several men on deck fainted; and the men in the 
bold were brought up lifeless : it was some time before they were 
recovered. We let the water into the brig, and pumped it out, 
but nothing would take away the smell , which was so overpower- 
ing, that before I could get to Bialta I had forty men on the sick 
list. When I arrived there, I turned the mate out of the service 
for his carelessness. It was not until after having smoked the 
brig , and finding that of little use , after having sunk her for three 
weeks, that the smell was at all bearable;- but even then it could 
never be eradicated , and the admiral sent the brig home , and 
she was sold out of the service. They could do nothing with 
her at the dock-yards. She was broken up , and bought by the 
people at Brighton and Tunbridge Wells , who used her timbers 
for turning fancy articles , which , smelliog as they did so strongly 
of otto of roses, proved very profitable. Were you ever at Brighton, 
Mr. Simple?'' 

"Never, Sir." 

Just at this moment, the officer of the watch came down to say 
that there was a very large shark under the counter, and wished to 
know if the captain had any objection to the officers attempting to 
catch it. 

** By no means ," replied Captain Kearney ; "I hate sharks as 
I do the devil. I nearly lost 14,000/. by one, when I was in the 
Mediterranean." 

**May I inquire how, Captain Kearney?" said the first lieu- 
tenant, with a demure face; *'I'm very anxious to know." 

** Why the story is simply this ," replied the captain. " I had 
an old relation at Malta , whom I found out by accident ^ an old 
maid of sixty , who had lived all her life on the island. It was by 
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mere accident that I knew of her existenoe. I was walking npoo 
Strada Reale , when I saw a large babeon that i^es kepi then , who 
had a little fat pug-dog by the tail , which he was pulling away with 
him, while an old lady was, screaming out for help; for when- 
ever she ran to assist her dog, the baboon made at hei* as if he 
would have ravished her, and caught her by the petticoats with 
one hand , while he held the pug-dog fast by the other. I owed 
that brute a spite for having attacked me one nigbt when I passed 
him, and perceiving what was going oa, I drew Aiy sword and 
gave Mr. Jacko such a clip, as sent him away howfing and bleeding 
like a pig , leaving me in possession of the little pug, which I took 
up and handed to bis mistress. The old lady trembled very much, 
and begged me to see her safe home. She had a very fine house, 
and after she was seated on the sofa, thanked me very much 
for my gallant assistance , as she termed it, and told me her name 
was Kearney; upon this I very soon proved my relationship with 
her, at whkh she was much del^fated, requesting me to consider 
her house as my home. I was for two years afterwards on that 
station , and played my cards very well ; and the old lady gave me 
a hint that I should be her heir, as she had no other relations that 
she knew any thing of. At last I was ordered home, and not 
wishing to leave her, I begged her to accompany me , offering her 
my cabin. She was taken very ill a fortnight before we sailed, 
and made a will, leaving me her sole heir; but she recovered, 
and got as fat as ever. Mr. Simple , the wine stands with you. 
I doubt if Lord Privilege gave you better claret than there is in that 
bottle : I imported it myself ten years ago, when I commanded the 
Coquette." 

"Very odd," observed the first lieutenant — "we bought 
some at Bai'badoes with die same mark on the bottles and cork." 

"That may be ," replied the captain ; "old established houses 
all keep up the same marks; but I doubt if your wine can be 
compared to this. You have never tasted older wine^ I think, 
Mr. Phillott." 

"I beg your pardon, Sir; but I can prove to you that I have, 
lor when Noah paid off the ark, my ancestor bou^t his te» sioek^ 
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and it 's been handed down to my father : there may be three 
dozen left/' 

** Really, Mr. Phillott, you are almost too facetious. WiU 
you take some macaroni? It is one of the best things we can have 
at sea. I wish you had seen my kitchen at Walcot Abbey." 

'*I have no doubt but it was eiceilent," replied Mr. Phillott, 
**but I should have preferred eating what came from it. I wish 
that I had a knowledge of the art which a friend of mine has — a 
new science , I may say.' 

* * Pray what may that be ? ' 

**They call it fumography.' 

**Fumography ! never heard of it/ 

**rt is the art of knowing precisely, by examination of the 
smoke which comes out of the chimney, what your neighbour has 
for dinner." 

"Upon my soul, if one could send an excuse at a late hoiirr, 
that might be useful." 

**My friend is quite an adept. He can tell flrst and second 
course entremets y and even if the different articles to be put on 
the table are done to a turn , or not." 

* *'Now, Mr. Simple, what do you think of that?" inquired 
the captain. 

'' I think, Sir, that it 's all smoke." 

'* Bravo , Mr. Simple ! you 've said a very good thing." 

So I thought, too; but, as I wasn't quite sure, I'wouMnolt 
laugh till all the rest of the company did. 

As Mr. Phillott wished to hear the end of the captain's story, 
he would not contradict him about the wine , by stadug What he 
knew to be the case , that the captain had sent it od bdai^d at Bar- 
badoes ; and the captain proceeded. 

**We11, I gave up my cabin to the old lady , flfnd-hungupmy 
cot in the gun-room , during the pa&sage home. We were be- 
calmed abreast of Ceuta for two days. The old lady was very par- 
ticular about her pug-dog , and I superintended the washing of tl^ 
tittle brute twice a week; but at last I was tired of it, and gave 
bim to my coxswain to bathe. My coxswain, who was A (tat^ 
fallow, without my knowledge , used (o put the little beaal iotti 
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Ibe bight of a rope , and tow him overboard for a minute or so. It 
was during this calm that he had him overboard in this way , when 
a confounded sharlt rose from under the counter, and took in the 
pug-dog at one mouthful. The coxswain reported the loss as a 
thing of no consequence ; but I knew better , and put the fellow ia 
irons. I then went down and broke the melancholy fact to Miss 
Kearney, stating that I had put the man in irons, and would flog 
him well. The old lady broke out into a most violent passion 
at the intelligence, declared that it was my fault, that I was jealous 
of the dog, and had done it on purpose. The more I protested, 
the more she raved; and at last I was obliged to go on deck to avoid 
her abuse and keep my temper. — I had not been on deck five mi- 
nutes before she came up — that is, was shoved up , for she was 
80 heavy that she could not get up without assistance. Tou know 
bow elephants in India push the cannon through a morass with 
their heads from behind; well, my steward used to shove her up 
the companion-ladder just in the same way, with his head com- 
pletely buried in her petticoats. As soon as she was up, he used to 
pull bis head out, looking as red and hot as a fresh-boiled lobster. 
Well , up she came , with her will in her hand » and looking at me 
very fiercely, she said, 'Since the shark has taken my dear dog, 
be may have my will also,' and throwing it overboard, she plumped 
down on the carronade slide. *It 'svery well. Madam,' said I; 
*but you 'II be cool by and by, and then you '11 make another will. ' 
' I swear by all the hopes that liiave of going to heaven that I never 
will !' replied she. 'Yesyou will, Madam/ replied I. 'Never, 
so help me God! Captain Kearney: my money may now go to my 
next heir, and that, you know, will not be you.' Now, as I knew 
very well that the old lady was very positive, and as good as her 
word , my object was to recover the will , which was floating about 
fifty yards astern , without her knowledge. I thought a moment, 
and then I called the boatswain's mate to pipe all hands to bathe, 
'You '11 excuse me, Miss Kearney,' said I, *but the men are 
going to bathe , and I do not think you would like to see them all 
naked. If you would, you can stay on deck.' She looked daggers 
at me, and rising from the carronade slide , hobbled to the ladder, 
saying, ' that the insult was another proof of how little I deserved 
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any kiDdness from ber.' As soon as she was below , the quarter- 
boats were lowered down, and I went in one of them and picked 
up the will, which still floated. Brigs having no stern-windows, 
of coarse she coald not see my manoeuvre , but thought that the 
will was lost for ever. We had very bad weather after that, owing 
to which, with the loss of her favourite pug, and constant quarel- 
ling with me — for I did all I could to annoy her afterwards — • she 
fell ill, and was buried a fortnight after she was landed at Ply- 
mouth. The old lady kept her word; she never made another 
will. I proved the one I had recovered at Doctors' Commons , and 
touched the whole of her money." 

As neither the first lieutenant nor I could prove whether the 
story was true or not, of course we expressed our congratulations 
at his good fortune , and soon afterwards left the cabin to report 
the marvellous story to our messmates. When I went on deck , I 
found that the shark had just been hooked , and was hauling on 
board. Mr. Phillott had also come on deck. The officers were all 
eager about the shark, and were looking over the side, calling to 
each other, and giving directions to the men. Now, although 
certainly there was a want of decorum on the quarter-deck, still, 
the captain having given permission , it was tu be excused , but 
Mr. PhiUott thought otherwise, and commenced in his usual style, 
beginning with the marine officer. 

"Mr. Westley, I 'II trouble you not to be getting upon the 
hammocks. You 'II get o(T directly , Sir. If one of your fellows 
were to do so, I 'd stop his grog for a month, and I don't see why 
you are to set a bad example ; you 've been too long in barracks, 
Sir, by half. Who is that? — Mr. Williams and Mr. Moore — 
both on the hammocks, too. Up to the fore-topmast head, both of 
you, directly. Mr. Thomas, up to the main: and I say, you 
yoyngster, stealing off, perch yourself upon the spanker-boom, 
and let me know when you 've rode to London. By God ! the ser- 
vice is going to hell. I don't know what officers are made of now- 
a-days." I '11 marry some of you young gentlemen to the gunner's 
daughter before long. Quarter-deck 's no better than a bear gar- 
den. No wonder , when lieutenants set the example. " 

This latter remark coald only be applied to O'Brien, who stood 
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ID the quarter-boat giving directions , before the tirade of Mr. 
Phiilott stopped the amusement of the party. O'Brien immediately 
stepped out of the boat, and going up to Mr. Phiilott touched his 
bat, and said, ''Mr. Phiilott, we had the captain's permission to 
cat^ the shark, amda shark is not to be got on board by walking 
up and down od the quarter-deck. As regards myself, as long as 
the captain is on board, I hold myself responible to him alooe for 
my conduct ; and if you think I have done wrong , forward your 
complaint; but if you pretend to use such language to me, as you 
have to others, I shall hold you responsible. I am here , Sir, as 
an officer and a gentleman, and will be treated as such ; and allow 
me to observe, that I consider the quarter-deck more disgraced by 
foul and ungentlemanly language, than I do by an officer accident- 
ally standing upon the hammocks. However, as you have 
thought proper to interfere, you may now get the shark on board 
yourself. " 

Mr. Phiilott turned very red , for he never had come in contact 
in this way with O'Brien. AH the other officers had submitted 
quietly to his unpleasant manner of speaking to them. ''Very 
well, Mr. O'Brien; I shall hold you answerable for this language,'* 
replied he, "and shall most certainly report your conduct to the 
captain." 

**I will save you the trouble; Captain Kearney is now coming 
up , and I will report it myself. ** 

This O'Brien did , upon the captain's putting his foot on the 
quarter-deck. 

'*Well," observed the captain to Mr. PhUlott, '< what is it you 
complain of?" 

^'Mr. O'Brien's language, Sir. Am I to be addressed on the 
quarter-deck in tliat manner?" 

''I really must say, Mr. Phiilott," replied Captain Kearney, 
**that [ do not perceive any thing in what Mr. O'Brien said, but 
what is correct. I command here; and if an officer so nearly 
equal in rank to yourself has committed himself, you are not to 
take the law into your own hands. The fact is, Mr. Phiilott, 
your language is not quite so correct as I could wish it. I over- 
haani every word that passed, and I consider that you have treated 



255 



your superior officer with disrespect — that is , fne. I gave per- 
mission that the shfiAi should be caaght, and with that permissioe, 
I consequently allowed those little deviations from the discipline 
of the serrice, which must inevitably take place. Tet you have 
thought*proper to interfere with my permission , which is tanta- 
mount to an order, and have made use of harsh language, and 
punished the young gentlemen for obeying my injunctions. You 
will oblige me, Sir , by calling them all down , and in restraining 
your petulapce for the future. I will always support your authority 
when you are correct; but I regret that, in this instance, you have 
necessitated me to weaken it." 

This was a most severe check to Mr. Pbillott, who immediately 
went below, after haUing the mast-beads, and calling down the 
midshipmen. As soon as he was gone, we were all on the ham- 
roodKS again ; the shark was hauled focward, hoisted on board, and 
€very frying-pan in the ship was jo requisition. We were all much 
pleased with Captain Kearney's conduct on tftis occasion; and, 
as O'Brien observed to me , **He really is a good fellow and clever 
officer. What a thousand pities it is, that he is such a confounded 
Hari" I must do Mr. Phillott the justice to say, that he bore no 
maUee on this occasion , but treated us as before, which is saying 
a great deal in his favour , whefn it is considered what power a first 
lieutenant has of annoying and punishing his inferiors. 

CHAPTER XIII. 

Another set-to between the captain and first lieutenant— €uttfng-out ex- 
pedition — Mr. Chucks mistaken — He dies like a gentleman — Swin* 
burne begins his account of the battle of St. Vincent. 

We had not been more than a week under the Danish island of 
6t. Thomas, when we discovered a brig close in-shore. We made 
all sail in chase , and soon came within a mile and a half of the 
shore , when she anchored under a battery, which opened its fire 
upon us. Their elevation was too great, and several shots passed 
over us and between our masts. 

**I once met with a very remarkable circumstance /' observed 
Captain Kearney. ** Three guns were fired at a frigate I was on 



256 



board of, from a battrey, all at the same time. The three shots 
cut away the three topsail ties, and down 6ame all our topsail 
yards upon the cap at the same time. That the Frenchmen might 
not suppose that they had taken such good aim, we turaed'up our 
hands to reef topsails ; and by the time that the men wepe off the 
yards, the ties were spliced, and the topsails run up again." 

Mr. Phillott could not stand this most enormous Gb , and he 
replied, **yeryodd, indeed, Captain Kearney : but I have known 
a stranger circumstance. We had put in the powde^ to the four 
guns on the main>deck , when we were fighting the iDanish gun- 
boats, in a frigate I was in ; and as the men withdrew the rammer, 
a shot from the enemy entered the muzzle, and completed the 
loading of each gun. We fired their own shot back upon them, 
and this occurred three times running." 

**Upon my word," replied Captain Kearney, who had his 
glass upon the battery, '*I think you must haye dreamt that cir- 
cumstance, Mr. Phillott." 

*'Not more than you did about the topsail ties. Captain 
Kearney." 

Captain Kearney at that time had the long glass in his hand, 
holding it up over his shoulder. A shot from the battery whizzed 
over his head , and took the glass out of his hand, shivering it to 
pieces. **That 's once," said Captain Kearney, very coolly; 
*'but will you pretend that that could ever happen three times run- 
ning? They might take my head off, or my arm , next time , but 
not another glass ; whereas the topsail ties might be cut by three 
different shot. But give me another glass, Mr. Simple: I am 
certain that this vessel is a privateer. What think you, Mr. 
O'Brien?" 

*'I am every bit of your opinion, Captain Kearney," replied 
O'Brien ; ** and I think it would be a very pretty bit of practice to 
the ship's company to take her out from under that footy battery." 

** Starboard the helm, Mr. Phillott; keep away four points, and 
then we will think of it |o-night." 

The frigate was now kept away , and ran out of the fire of the 
battery. It was then about an hour before sunset, and in the West 
Indies the sun does not set as it does in the northern latitudes* 



257 

There is no twilight : he descends in glory, surrounded with clouds 
of gold and rabies in their gorgeous tints ; and once below the ho- 
rizon, all is dark. 

As soon as it was dark, we hauled our wind offshore; and a 
consultation being held between the captain , Mr. Phillott , and 
O'Brien, the captain at last decided that the attempt should be 
made. Indeed, although cutting out is a very serious affair, as 
you combat under every disadvantage , still the mischief done to 
our trade by the fast-sailing privateers was so great in the West 
Indies, that almost every sacrifice was warrantable for the interests 
of the country. Still Captain Kearney, although a brave and prudent 
officer — one who calculated chances, and who would not risk his 
men without he deemed that necessity imperiously demanded that 
such should be done — was averse to this attack , from his know- 
ledge of the bay in which the brig was anchored ; and although Mr. 
Phillott and O'Brien both were of opinion that it should be a 
night attack, Captain Kearney decided otherwise. He considered, 
that although the risk might be greater , yet the force employed 
would be more consolidated , and that those who would hold back 
in the night dare not do so during the day. Moreover, that the 
people on shore in the battery, as well as those in the privateer, 
would be on the alert all night , and not expecting an attack during 
the day , would be taken off their guard. It was therefore directed 
that every thing should be in preparation during the night, and that 
the boats should shove off before daylight, and row in-shore, con- 
cealing themselves behind some rocks under the cliffs which 
formed the cape upon one side of the harbour; and, if not dis- 
covered , remain there till noon , at which time it was probable 
that the privateer's men would be on shore , and the vessel might 
be captured without difficulty. 

It is always a scene of much interest on board a man-of-war 
when preparations are made for an expedition of this description ; 
and as the reader may not have been witness to them , it may per- 
haps be interesting to describe them. The boats of men-of-war 
have generally two crews; the common boats' crew, which are se- 
lected so as not to take away the most useful men from the ship ; 
and the service, or fighting boats' crews , which are selected from 
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the very best men on board. The coxswains of the boats are the 
most trustworthy men in the ship , and , on this occasion , ha!V« \a 
see that their boats are properly equipped. 

The lauaclk » yawi , first and second cutters , were the boats 
appointed foi; the expedition. They all carried guns mounted upon? 
slides , which ran fore and aft between the men. After the boate 
were hoisted out, the guns were lowered dowa into them and ship* 
ped in the bows of the boats. The arm^ chests were next handed 
in , which contain the cartridges and ammttnition. The shot were 
put into the buttom of the boats ; and so far they were all ready. 
The oars of the boats were fitted to pull with grummets upon iroa> 
thole-pins, that they might make little noise, and might swing 
fore and aft without falling overboard, when the boats pulled along-* 
side the privateer. A breather or two (thai is , smlali casks holding 
about seven gallons each, ) of water was put into each boat, and 
also the men's allowance of spirits, in case they should be detained 
by auy unforeseen circumstances. The men belonging to the boats 
were fully employed in looking after their arms ; some fitting their 
ilints to their pistols, others , and the major part of them, sharpen^ 
lug their cutlasses at the grindstone , or with a file borrowed from 
the armourer — all were busy and all merry. The very idba of 
going into action is a source of joy to an Eeglieh sailor, and more 
jokes are made , more merriment excited, at that time than al any 
other. Then , as it oflen happens , that one or two of the service 
boats' crews may be on the sick list, urgent solicitations are made 
by otliers that they may supply their places. The only parties who 
appear at all grave are those who are to remain in the frigate, and 
not share in the expedition. There is no occasion to order the 
boats to be manned , fur the men are generally in long before they 
are piped away. Indeed, one would think that it wes a party of 
pleafvure instead of danger and of death upon which' they were 
about to proceeds 

Captain Kearney selected the officers who were to have the 
charge of the boats, lie would not trust any of the midshipmen 
on so dangerous a service, lie said , that he had known so many 
occasions in which their rashness and fooihardiness had spoilt an 
expedition ; he therefore appointed Mr.Phillott, the first lieatenant^ 
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to therhnnell'; (X'Brien to the yawl; the master to lb« firsfr, and 
Mr. Chocks, the boatswaia, to ttee: second cotter. Mr. Cha«k» 
'vasi'BHKh pleased with the idea of havieg the comiDaad of a hoat, 
ao^ asked me to come with him , to^ -which I consentod , althongb i, 
had intended, as usual, to haive gonewkbO'BdeD. 

About an hour befove daylight wc ran the frigate to- witliin a 
mile and a half of the shore, and the boa«s shoved off; the frigate' 
then wore- round, and stood out in the effi»g, that sbe^mtgl^ al» 
daylight be at such a distance as not to excite any suspicion' that 
our boats were sent away , whik^ we in the boats pulled fuietly in- 
shore. We were not a quarter of an hour before we arrived at the 
cape forming one side of the bay, and were well secreted among 
the cluster of rocks which were underneath. Our oars were laid ki ; 
the boats' painters made fast; and orders given for the strictest 
silence. The rocks were very high , and the boats were not to be 
seen without any one should come to the edge of the precipice; 
and even then they would, in all probability, have been supposed 
to have been rocks* The water was as smooth as glass , and when 
it was broad daylight, the men hung listlessly over the sides of the 
boats, looking at the corals below, and watching, the fish as they 
glided between. 

**I can't sfty, Mr. Simple," said Mr. Chucks to me in an under 
tone,. ** that I think well of this expedition ; and i have an idea that 
some of us will lose the number of our mess. After a calm comes 
a storm; and how qjuiet is every thing- now! But I 'U take off my- 
great coat , for the sun is. hot already. Coxswain., give me my 
jacket." 

Mr ..Chocks had^ put on his gveaft coat, but nol^ His jacket onder^ 
neatii:, which he had left on one of the guns on thttmain^deck^ aU 
ready to ch«ige as soon as the heavy dew htd'goae aHL Tboool*^ 
swma handed him the jacket, and Mr. Chocks threw e#bls- great 
coat to put it oos; but wben> it was opened, it prov«d, that' by 
mistake he had token away the jacket, surmounted by twosmati 
epaulettes , belonging- to Captoin Kearney , which the captain's 
steward, who had token it oot to brush, bad also laid upon the 
same gon« _ 
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«<By an the nobility of England ! " cried Mr. Chucks , << I hare 
taken away the captain's jacket by mistake. Here 's a pretty mess ! 
if I put on my great coat I shall be dead with sweating ; if I put on 
no jacket I shall be roasted brown ; but if I put on the captain's 
jacket I shall be considered disrespectful." 

The men in the boats tittered ; and Mr. Phillott , who was in 
the launch next to us , turned round to see what was the matter. 
O'Brien was sitting in the stern-sheets of the launch with the first 
lieutenant , and I leaned over and told them. 

**By the powers ! I don't see why the captain's jacket will be at 
all hurt by Mr. Chucks putting it on ," replied O'Brien ; *' unless, 
indeed, a bullet were to go through it, and then it wo'n'tbe any 
fault of Mr. Chucks." 

'* No ," replied the first lieutenant ; * ' and if one did , the cap- 
tain might keep the jacket , and swear that the bullet went round 
his body without wounding him. He '11 have a good yarn to spin. 
So put it on, Mr. Chucks; you '11 make a good mark for the enemy." 

*'That I will stand the risk of with pleasure," observed the 
boatswain to me, *^for the sake ofbeing considered a gentleman. 
So here 's on with it." 

There was a general laugh when Mr. Chucks pulled on the cap- 
tain's jacket, and sank down in the stern-sheets of the cutter, with 
great complacency of countenance. One of the men in the boat 
that we were in thought proper, however, to continue his laugh a 
little longer than Mr. Chucks considered necessary, who, leaning 
forward, thus addressed him : *< I say, Mr. Webber, I beg leave to 
observe to you , in the most delicate manner in the world — just to 
hint to you — that it is not the custom to laugh at your superior 
officer. I mean just to insinuate, that you are a d — d impudent son 
of a sea cook ; and if we both live and do well , I will prove to you, 
that if I am to be laughed at in a boat with the captain's jacket on, 
that I am not to be laughed at on board the frigate with the boat- 
swain's rattan in my fist; and so look out, my hearty, for squalls, 
when you come on the forecastle; for I 'U be d— d if I don't make 
you see more stars than God Almighty ever made, and cut more 
capers than all the dancing-masters in France. Mark my words, 
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yoa bargoo-eatiDg; pea-soup-svOIing, (rowsers-scrabbiog son of 
a bitch!" 

Mr. Chucks , having at the end of this oration raised his voice 
above the pitch required by the exigency of the service, was called 
to order by the first lieutenant, and again sank back into the stem- 
sheets with all the importance and authoritative show peculiarly 
appertaining to a pair of epaulettes. 

We waited behind the rocks until noonday, without being dis- 
covered by the enemy; so well were we concealed. We had already 
sent an officer, who, carefully hiding himself by lying down on the 
rocks, had several times reconnoitered the enemy. Boats were 
passing and repassing continually from the privateer to the shore; 
and it appeared, that they went on shore full of men, and returned 
with only one or two ; so that we were in great hopes that we should 
find but few men to defend the vessel. Mr. Phillott looked at his 
watch, held it up to O'Brien, to prove that he had complied exactly 
with the orders he had received from the captain, and then gave the 
word to get the boats under weigh. The painters were cast off by 
the bowmen, the guns were loaded and primed, the men seized 
their oars , and in two minutes we were clear of the rocks , and 
drawn up in a line within a quarter of a mile from the harbour's 
mouth, and not half a mile from the privateer brig. We rowed as 
quickly as possible , but we did not cheer until the enemy fired the 
first gun ; which he did from a quarter unexpected , as we entered 
the mouth of the harbour, with our union jack trailing in the water 
over our stern, for it was a dead calm. It appeared, that at the low 
point under the cliffs, at each side of the little bay, they had raised 
a water battery of two guns each. One of these guns , laden with 
grape shot, was now fired at the boats, but the elevation was too 
low, and although the water was ploughed up to within five yards 
of the launch , no injury was received. We were equally fortunate 
in the discharge of the other three guns ; two of which we passed so 
quickly, that they were not aimed sufficiently forward, so that their 
shot fell astern ; and the other, although the shot fell among us, did 
no further injury than cutting in half two of the oars of the first 
cutter. 

In the mean time , we had observed that the boats had shoved 
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off Itom €tkt privateer as soon as they had perceived us, andibad jv- 
turned to herladeo with men ; the boats had been despatchedja se- 
eood tfme, b«t 'had not yet rolorned. They were mow jbMil the 
same distance 'from She prkvAteer as mam our baots, and it was 
quite undecided which of as would be first :«n beard. O'Brien per- 
ceiving this , pointed eot to Mr. Phiilottthat we should first attack 
the boats , and afterwards board on l»he side to whic4i1hey pulled ; 
as , in all probability , there would be an opening left in the board- 
ing nettings, which were tied up to the yard-arms , and presented 
a formidable obstacle to our success. Mr. Piiillott agreed urith 
O'firien : he ordered 'the bowmeu to lay in their oars and keep the 
jguns pointed ready to fire i^ the wordgiven, and desiring the ether 
men to pull their best. £very serve, every muscle was brought Into 
play by our anxious and intre|}id seamen. Wheu within «bout 
tweuty ^mis of ^the vessel, and also of the boats, the orders were 
given 'to fire — the carronade of the launch poured out round and 
grape 80 -well directed, that one of the French .boats sunk in mediate- 
ly; and the musket balls with whieh our other smaller guns were 
loaded, did great execution among their men. In one minute more, 
with three cheers feom our sailors, we were all alongside togellier, 
English and French boats pell-mell , and a most determined close 
conflict took place. The French fought desperately, and as they 
were overpowered , they were reinforced by those from the pri- 
vateer, who could not ]o(^ on and behold their companions requi- 
ring their assistance, without coming to their aid. Some jumped 
<dowu into our boats from the chains, into the midst Of our men; 
others darted cold shot at us , either to kill us or to sink our boats ; 
and thus did one of the most desperate hand-to-hand coafltels take 
place <diat ever was witnessed. 

But it was soon decided in our favour, for we were the stronger 
party and the better armed ; and when all opposition was over , we 
jumped into the privateer, and found not a man left on J)oard, only 
a large dog, who flew at O'Brien's throat as ^e entered the port. 

"i>on't kill him," said O'Brien, as the sailors itasteoed to his 
assistance ; '^ofily take away his gripe." 

The sailors disengaged the dog, and O'Brien led him up to a 
^n, saying, <'By Jasus, my boy, you are my prisoner." 
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But although we had possession of the privateer, ow difficul- 
ties, as it will prove, "were by do meaos over. We were oow«ipo~ 
sed oot ooly to the fire of t^ two batteries at the harbour-mouth 
wbich we had to pass, but also to thai of the battery at the bottom 
of the bay, which had £red at the frigate. In theaaean time, we 
were very busy in cutting the caible , lowering the topsails , and 
taking the wounded men on board the privateer, from out of the 
boats. All this was, however, but the work of a few minutes. Most 
of the Frenchmen were killed ; our own wounded amounted to only 
nine seamen and Air. Chucks, the boatswain, who was shot through 
the body, apparently with little chance of surviving. As Mr. Phillott 
observed , the captain's epaulettes had made him a mark for the 
enemy, and he had fallen in his borrowed plumes. 

As soon as they were all on board , and laid on the deck — lor 
there were, as near as I can recollect, about fourteen wounded 
Frenchmen as well as our own — tow ropes were got out forwards, 
the boats were manned , and we proceeded to tow the brig out of 
the harbour. It was a dead calm , and we made but little way, but 
our boat's crew, flushed with victory, cheered, andcaiUed, and 
pulled, with all their strength. The enemy perceiving that the pci^ 
vateer was taken , and the French boats drifling empty up the har- 
bour, now opened their fire upon us, and with great effect. Before 
we had towed abreast of the two water batteries , we had received 
three shots between wind and water from the other batteries , and 
the sea was pouring fast into the vessel. Ihadheen attending to 
poor Mr. Chucks, who lay on the starboard side, near the wbed, 
the blood flowing from his wound, and tradug its course down the 
planks of the deck, to a distance of some feet from where he lay« 
He appeared very faint, and I tied my handkerchief round his body, 
so as to stop the effusion of blood, and brought bun some water, 
with which 1 bathed his face, aod poured some into his mouth. He 
opened his eyes wide, and looked at me. 

''Ah, Mr. Simple," saidhe, fainUy^ *'isityou? It's«H4yv«r 
with me ; bat it couid not be better — could it?" 
* ' How do you mean 7 " inquired I. 

*' Why, have I not fallen dressed like an officer .wd a gentle^ 
man?" said he, reierriug to the captAin's jacket and «pauletles. 
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*'I 'd sooner die now, with this dress on, than recoTer to put on 
the boatswain's uniform. I feel quite happy." 

He pressed my band, and then closed his eyes again, from weak- 
ness. We were now nearly abreast of the two batteries on the 
points , the guns of which had been trained so as to bear upon our 
boats that were towing out the brig. The first shot went through 
the bottom of the launch, and sank her; fortunately, all the men 
were saved ; but as she was the boat that towed next to the brig, 
great delay occurred in getting the others clear of her, and taking 
the brig again in tow. The shot now poured in thick, and the grape 
became very annoying. Still our men gave way , cheering at every 
shot fired, and we had nearly passed the batteries, withtriQing 
loss, when we perceived that the brig was so full of water, that she 
could not swim many minutes longer , and that it would be impos* 
sible to tow her alongside of the frigate. Mr. Phtllott, under these 
circumstances , decided that it would be useless to risk more lives, 
and that the wounded should be taken out of the brig, and the 
boats should pull away for the ship. He desired me to get the 
wounded men into the cutter, which he sent alongside, and then to 
follow the other boats. I made all the haste I could, not wishing to 
be left behind ; and as soon as all our wounded men were in the 
boats, I went to Mr. Chucks, to remove him. He appeared some- 
what revived, but would not allow us to remove him. 

**My dear Mr. Simple," said he, *Mt Is of no use; I never 
can recover it, and I prefer dying here. I entreat you not to move 
me. If the enemy take possession of the brig before she sinks , I 
shall be buried with military honours; if they do not, I shall at 
least die in the dress of a gentleman. Hasten away as fast as you 
can, before you lose more men. Here I stay — that 's decided." 

I expostulated with him , but at that time two boats full of men 
appeared , pulling octt of the harbour to the brig. The enemy had 
perceived that our boats had deserted her , and were coming to 
take possession. I had therefore no time to urge Mr. Chucks to 
change his resolution, and not wishing to force a dying man, I 
shook his hand and left him. It was with some difficulty I escaped, 
for the boats had come up close to the brig; they chased me a little 
while, but the yawl and the cutter turning back to my assistance. 
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they gave up the pursait. On the whole , this was a very well ar- 
ranged and well conducted expedition. The only man lost was 
Mr. Chucks , for the wounds of the others were none of them mor- 
tal. Captain Kearney was quite satisfied with our conduct, and 
so was the admiral, when it was reported to bira. Captain Kear- 
ney did indeed grumble a little about his jacket , and sent for me 
to inquire why I had not taken it off Mr. Chucks , and brought it 
on board. As I did not choose to tell him the exact truth, I re- 
plied , "That I could not disturb a dying man , and that the jacket * 
was so saturated with blood , that he never could have worn it 
again ," — which was the case. 

* * At all events , you might have brought away my epaulettes,** 
replied he; **but you youngsters think of nothing but gorman- 
dizing." 

I had the first watch that night, when Swinburne, the quarter- 
inaster came up to me, and asked me all the particulars of the 
affair, for he was not in the boats. **Well," said he, **that 
Mr. Chucks appeared to be a very good boatswain in his way , if he 
could only have kept bis rattan a little quiet. He was a smart 
fellow , and knew his duty. We had just such another killed in 
our ship , in the action off Cape St. Vincent." 

' * What ! were you in that action ? " replied I. 

**Yes, I was, and belonged to the Captain, Lord Nelson's 
ship." 

' ' Well , then , suppose you tell me all about it." 

*' Why, Mr. Simple, d' ye see, I 've no objection to spin yon 
a yarn now and then," replied Swinburne; **but, as Mr. Chucks 
used to say, allow me to observe, in the most delicate manner in 
the world , that I perceive that the man who has charge of your 
hammock , and slings you a clean one now and then , has very 
often a good glass of grog for his yams^ and I do not see but that 
mine are as well worth a glass of grog as his." 

*' So they are , Swinburne , and better too, and I promise yon 
a good stiff one to-morrow evening." 

"That will do, Sir: now then I '11 tell you aU about it, and 
more about it too than most can, for I know how the action was 
brought about.' 
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I hove the log , maffked the board , and thee sat deweafbaft on 
Ibe a^al chest with Swinbiirne , who comBEftenced bis fiarrirtive as 
follows: — 

**Yoa must know, Mr. Simple, tbat when fbe'EflfKsh fleet 
«arae down the Mediterranean , after the 'vackyaCioB of Corsica, 
4hey did not muster more than seventeen sail of l^ line , while the 
Spanish fleet from Ferrol and Cartbagena, had joined company at 
Cadiz, and 'mounted to near thirty. Sir John larvis had the 
command of our fleet at the time , but as the Bons did not seem at 
all inclined to come out and have a brush with us , almost two to 
one, Sir John left Sir W. Parker, with six sail of tbe line, to watch 
the Spasish beggars, while he went into Lisbon with the remainder 
4^ the fleet, to water and refit. Now, you see, Mr. Simple, Por- 
tugal was at that time what they calls neutral, that is to say, she 
4idn't meddle at all in the aff^ur, being friends wifh both parties, 
«nd just as willing to supply fresh beef and water to the Spaniards 
as to the English , if so be the laniards had come out to ax for it, 
which they dar'n'L The Portuguese and the EngKsb have always 
lieen the best of friends , because we can't get no port wine any 
where else, and they can't get nobody else to buy it of them; so 
the Portuguese gave up their arsenal at Lisbon , for the use of the 
English, and there we kept all our stores, under the charge of 
that old dare*denl. Sir Isaac Coffin. Now it so happened, that 
one of the clerks in old Sir Isaac's oi&ce , a Portuguese chap , had 
been some time before that in theoffice of the Spanish ambassador; 
be was a very smart sort of a chap , and sarved as interpreter , and 
the old commissioner put great faith in turn." 
^Vfitttbow did you learn all this , Swinburne?" 
'*Wby, I 'II tell you, Mr. Simple; I steered the yawl, as 
eoxswaio, and when admirals and captains talk in tbe stern sbeets, 
they very often forget Uiat the coxswain is close behind them. I 
only learnt half of it that way, the rest I put together when I com- 
pared logs witb ilbe iidmiral's steward , who , of course , beard a 
great deal now and then. The flrst I heard of it, was when old 
l^r John called out to Sir Isaac , after ^e second bottle , * I say, 
Sir Isaac, who killed tbe Spanish messenger?' 'Not I by^xodt' 
leplied Sir Isaac , *I only left him for dead; ' and then they both 
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laughed, and so'didNekon, irbo was sitting vith tbem. Well, 
Mr. Simple, it was reported to Sir &aac ibat diis clerk was often 
f«ea taking memorandums of the different orders given to the fleet, 
pantotlarlylhose as to idieoelieing no wasteful '^peoditure of his 
'Majesty !s stores* D^on which , Sir Isaac .goes to the admiral, and 
rec^BCSts ithat the man might be discharged. Now, old Sir John 
was A sly Did fox, ^nd he answered, *Not so, commissioner — 
perhaps we may catch themiin iheir own ti^p.' So the admiral sits 
down, andcalbforf)enandiBk, and he flourishes out a long let* 
.(er totbe oommissioner , stating that all the stores of the fleet were 
expended , representing as how it would be impossible to go to sea 
without a supply, and wishing to know when the commissioner 
inpected more^transports from England. He also said , that if the 
Apaoish fleet wese now to«ome oot from Cadiz, it would beim- 
possibJe for iom to prroleotSir W. Parker with his six sail of the 
dine, who was walchingahe Spanish Heet , as he could not quit the 
port in his present condition. To this letter the commissioner 
-answoied , that from the last accounts , he thought that in the 
ooiicse of six weeks or two months , they might receive supplies 
from England, but that sooner than that was impossible. These 
letters were put in the way of the d — d Po|^uguese spy clerk, who 
copied them , and was seen that eveoiog to go into the house of the 
Spanish ambassador. Sir John then sent a message to Ferro — 
that 's a small town on the Portuguese coast to the southward — 
with a despatch to Sir William Parker , desiring him to run away 
to Cape St. Vincent , and decoy the Spanish fleet lliere , in case 
they should come out after him. Well , Mr. Simple , so far d' ye 
see the train was well laid. The next thing to do was to watch the 
Spanish ambassador's house , and see if he sent away any des- 
patches. Two days after the letters had been taken to him by this 
rascal of a clerk , the Spanish ambassador sent away two messen- 
gers, one for Cadiz, and the -other for Madrid, which is the town 
wbere the king.ofSpain lives. The one to Cadiz was permitted to 
go, irat (to one to Madrid was stopped by the directions of the ad- 
miral, and this job was confided to the 'Commissioner, Sir Isaac, 
who settled it somehow or another; and Ais was the reason ^y 
the admkal calted out to him, *-! say, Sir. Isaac, wbo kiUed f 
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messenger?' They, brought back his despatches, by which thej 
fouud out that advice had been seut to the Spanish admiral *~ I 
forget his name, something like Magazine — informing him of 
the supposed crippled state of our squadron. Sir John , taking it 
for granted that the Spaniards would not lose an opportunity of 
taking six sail of the line — more English ships than they have 
ever taken in their lives — waited a few days to give them time, 
and then sailed from Lisbon for Cape St. Yincent where he joined 
Sir W. Parker, and felt in with the Spaniards sure enough, and 
a pretty drubbing we gave them. Now, it 's not every body that 
could tell you all that, Mr. Simple." 

^*Well, but now for the action , Swinburne." 

** Lord bless you , Mr. Simple ! it 's now past seven bells, and 
I can't fight the battle of St. Vincent in half an hour; besides which, 
it 's well worth another glass of grog to hear all about that battle." 

**Well, you shall have one, Swinburne; only don't forget to 
tell it to me." 

Swinburne and I then separated, and in less than an hour after- 
wards I was dreaming of despatches — Sir John Jervis — Sir Isaac 
Coffin — and Spanish messengers. 

# 
CHAPTER XIV. 



O'BrieD's good advice — Captain Kearney again deals in the marvellous. 

I DO not remember any circumstance in my life which , at that 
time , lay sq heavily on my mind, as the loss of poor Mr. Chucks, 
the boatswain , whom, of course, I took it for granted, I should 
never see again. I believe that the chief cause was, that at the time 
I entered the service , and every one considered me to be the fool 
of the family, Mr. Chucks and O'Brien were the only two who 
thought of and treated me differently ; and it was their conduct 
which induced me to apply myself, and encouraged me to exertion. 
I believe, that many a boy, who, if properly patronized , would 
turn out well, is, by the injudicious system of brow-beating and 
ridicule, forced into the wrong path , and, in his despair, throws 
away all self-conGdence , and allows himself to be carried away by 
the stream to perdition. O'Brien was not very partial \A reading 
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himself: he played the German flute remarkably well, and had a 
very good voice. His chief amusement was practising, or rather 
playing, which is a very different thing; but although he did not 
study himself, he always made me come into his cabin for an hour 
or two every day, and after I had read, repeat to him the contents 
of the book. By this method , he not only instructed me , but 
gained a great deal of information himself; for he made so many 
remarks upon what I had read , that it was impressed upon both 
our memories. 

^*WelI, Peter,'' he would say, as he came into the cabin, 
**what have you to tell me this morning? Sure it 's you that 's the 
schoolmaster, and not me — for I learn from you every day." 

*'I have not read much, O'Brien, to-day, for I have been 
thinking of poor Mr. Chucks." 

"Very right for you so to do , Peter : never forget your friends 
in a hurry ; you '11 not find too many of them as you trot along the 
highway of life." 

•*I wonder whether he is dead?" 

**Why, that 's a question I cannot answer: a bullet through 
the chest don't lengthen a man's days , that 's certain ; but this X 
know, that he 'II not die if he can help it, now that he 's got the 
captain's jacket on." 

"Yes; he always aspired to be a gentleman — which was ab- 
surd enough in a boatswain." 

"Not at all absurd, Peter , but very absurd of you to talk with- 
out thinking: when did any one of his shipmates ever know 
Mr. Chucks to do an unhandsome or mean action? Never — and 
why? because he aspired to be a gentleman , and that feeling kept 
him above it. Vanity 's a confounded donkey, very apt to put his 
head between his legs, and chuck us over; but pride *s a fine 
horse^ who will carry us over the ground , and enable us to distance 
our fellow-travellers. Mr. Chucks had pride, and that 's always 
commendable , even in a boatswain. How often have you read of 
people rising from nothing, and becoming great men? This was 
from talent, sure enough; but it was talent with pride to force it 
onward , not talent with vanity to check it." 

"You are very right, O'Brieo; I spoke foolishly." 
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*' Never mipd, Peter, nobody heard you but me, soit'^ofao 
consequence . Don't you dine in the cabin to-day ? " 

"Yes." 

**So do I. The captain is in a most marvellous ham«m*tidft 
morning. He told me one or two yarns that quite staggtaed mj 
politeness and my respect for him on the quarter-deck. What a 
pity it is that a man should have gained such a bad habit ! '' 

*'He 's quite incurable, I 'm afraid/' replied I;, "but, cer- 
tainly, his fibs do no harm; they are what they caH white lies: 
1 do not think he would really teU a lie, that is , a lie wMch would 
be considered to disgrace a gentleman." 

"Peter, all lies disgrace a gentleman, white or black; al«- 
though I grant there is a difference. To say the least of it , it is a 
dangerous habit, for white lies are but the gentlemen ushers to 
black ones. I know but of one point on which a lie is eieusable, and 
that is , when you wish to deceive the enemy. Then your duty to 
your country warrants your lying till you 're black in the lace ; and, 
for the very reason that it goes against your grain , it beoomes, as 
it were , a sort of virtue." 

"What was the difference between the marine officer and 
Mr. Phillott , that occurred this morning? " 

"Nothing at all in itself — the marine officer is a bit of a jg^x, 
and takes offence where none is meant. Mr. Phillott has a foul 
tongue , but he has a good heart." 

"What a pity it is!" 

"It is a pity, for he 's a smart officer; but the fact is, Peter, 
that junior officers are too apt to copy their superiors , audi that 
makes it very important that a young gentleman should sail with a 
captain who is a gentleman. Now, Phillott served the best of his 
time with Captain Ballover , who is notorious in the service for foul 
and abusive language. What is the consequence? — that Phillott, 
and many others, who have served under him , have learnt his bad 
habit." 

"I should think, O'Brien, that the very circumstance of having 
had your feelings so often wounded by such language when you 
were a junior officer, would make you< doubly careM not to maka 
use of it to others, when.you had advanced in the service.'' 
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* * Peter , that 's just ihefint feeling., which wears away after a 
time ; but at last, yoinr own sease of indigiiatloa becomes blunted; 
and becoming indifferent to it , you forget also that you wound the 
feelings of others , and carry the habit with you , to the great injury 
and disgrace of the service. But it 's time tO' dress for dinner, so 
you 'd better make yoursdf scarce, Peter, white I tjdjvate myself 
off a little , according to the rules and regulations of hisM)aijes(y*s 
service , when you are asked to dine with the skipper." 

We met at the captain's table, where we found , as usual, 
a great display of plate, but very little else, except the ship's 
allowance. We certainly had now been cruising some time, and 
there was some excuse for it; but still, few captains would have 
been so unprovided* '*I 'm afraid, gentlemen , you will not have 
a very grand dinner," observed the captain, as the steward removed 
the plated covers off the dishes; but when on service we must 
rough it out how we can. Mr. O'Brien, pea^sonp? 1 recollect 
faring harder than this through one cruise, in a flush vessel. We 
were thirteen weeks up to our knees in- water , and living the whole 
time upon raw pork — not being able to light a fire daring the 
cruise." 

^^Pray, Captain^Kearney, may I ask where this happened?" 
**To be suite. It was off Bsermudas: we cruised for seven weeks 
before we could, find) the laUnds , and begao' verily to think , that 
the Bermudas were themselves on a crolsei" 

**I presume. Sir, you were not sorry to have a fire to cook your 
provisions when you came to an anchor ?" said O'Brien. 

' * 1 beg your pardon ," replied G^taia Kearney ; ** we had be- 
come so accustomed to raw provisions and wet feet, that we could 
not eat our meals cooked, or help'dfpping our legs over the side, 
for a long while afterwards. I saw one of the boat-keepers astern 
catch a large barracouta, and eat it alive — indeed, if I bad not 
given the strictest orders, and flogged^ half-a-dozen of them, 
I doubt whether they would not have eaten their victuals raw to this 
day. The force of habit is tremendous/' 

''It is, indeed," observed Mr. Phillott, dryly, and winking ta 
us — referring to the captain's Incredible stories. 

" It is , indeed ," repeated O'Brien ; ** we see the ditch in our 
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neighbour's eye , and caonot observe the log of wood in our own ; " 
and O'Brien winked at me, referring to Phillott's habit of bad 
language. 

**I once knew a married man," observed the captain, **who 
had been always accustomed to go to sleep with his hand upon his 
wife's head , and would not allow her to wear a night-cap in con- 
sequence. Well , she caught cold and died , and he never could 
sleep at night until he took a clothes brush to bed with him , and 
laid his hand upon that, which answered the purpose — such was 
the force of habit." 

**I once saw a dead body galvanized ," observed Mr. Phillott: 
*'it was the body of a man who had taken a great deal of snuff 
during his lifetime , and, as soon as the battery was applied to his 
spine, the body very gently raised its arm, and put its fingers to 
its nose, as if it was taking a pinch." 

**You saw that yourself, Mr. Phillott?" observed the captain, 
looking at the first lieutenant earnestly in the face. 
/'Yes, Sir," replied Mr. Phillott, coolly. 
** Have you told that story ofien? " 
"Very often. Sir." 

** Because I know that some people, by constantly telUng a 
story, at last believe it to be true; not that I refer to you, 
Mr. Phillott, |)ut still, I should recommend you not to tell that 
story where you are not well known, or people may doubt your 
credibility." 

"I make it a rule to believe every thing myself," observed 
Mr. Phillott, **out of politeness; and I expect the same courtesy 
from others." 

'*Then upon my soul! when you tell that story, you trespass 
very much upon our good manners. Talking of courtesy, you must 
meet a friend of mine, who has been a courtier all his life; he 
cannot help bowing. I have seen him bow to his horse , and thank 
him after he had dismounted — beg pardon of a puppy for treading 
on his tail; and one day, when he fell over a scraper, he took his 
hat off, and made it a thousand apologies for his inattention." 
** Force of habit again ," said O'Brien. 
*' Exactly so. Mr. Simple , will you take a slice of this pork ; 
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and perhaps you 'II do me the honour to take a glass of wine? Lord 
Privilege would not much admire our dinner to-day , would he, 
Mr. Simple?" 

" As a variety he might. Sir , but not for a continuance." 

'* Very truly said. Variety is charming. The negroes here get 
so tired of salt fish and occra broth, that they eat dirt by way of a 
relish. Mr. O'Brien, how remarkably well you played that sonata 
of Pleydel's this morning." 

*' I am happy that I did not annoy you, Captain Kearney, at all 
events," replied O'Brien. 

** On the contrary, I am very partial to good music. My mother 
was a great performer. I recollect once, she was performing a piece 
on the piano,« in which she had to imitate a thunder storm. So ad-- 
mirably did she hit it off, that when we went to tea ; all the cream 
was turned sour, as well as three casks of heer in the cellar. " 

At this assertion Mr. Phillott could contain himself no longer; 
he burst out into a loud laugh, and having a glass of wine to his 
lips , spattered it all over the table, and over me who unfortunate^ 
ly was opposite to him. 

**I really beg pardon , Captain Kearney, but the idea of such 
an expensive talent was too amusing. Will you permit me to ask 
you a question? As there could not have beMi thlii!kder withoal 
lightning , were any people killed at the same timothy the electric 
fluid of the piano?" 

"No, Sir," replied Captain Kearney, very angrily; **buthcr 
performance electrified us , which was something like it. Per- 
haps, Mr. Phillott, as you lost your last glass of wine, you will 
allow me to take another with you?" 

** With great pleasure ," replied the 6rst lieutenant, who per- 
ceived that he had gone far enough. 

**We]l, gentlemen," said the captain , **we shall soon be in 
the land of plenty. I shall cruise a fortnight more, and then joia 
the admiral at Jamaica. We must make out our despatch relative^ 
to the cutting out of the Sylvia, (that was the name of the privateer 
brig ,) and I am happy to say that I shall feel it my duty to make- 
honourable mention of all the party present. Steward, coffee." 

The first lieutenant, O'Brien, and I, bowed to this flattering 
Feter Simple, 18 



274 



avowal Ml the part of the captain; as for myself, I felt delighted. 
The idea of my name being mentioned in the Gazette, and the plea- 
sure that it would give to my father and mother, mantled the blood 
in my cheeks till I was as red as a turkevHiock. 

^^ Cousin Simple/' said the captain, good-naturedly, ''you 
have no occasion to blush ; your conduct deserres it; and you are 
indebted to Mr. Philiott for having made me acquainted with your 
gallantry." • 

Coffee was soon over, and I was glad to leave the cabin and be 
alone , that I might compose my perturbed mind. I felt too happy. 
I did not, however, say a word to my messmates, as it might have 
created feelings of envy or ill-will. O'Brien gave me a caution not 
to do so , when I met htm afterwards so that I was very g:Iad that I 
had been so circumspect. 

CHAPTER XV. 

Swinburne continues his narrative off the battle of Cape St. Vincent. 

The second night after this, we had the middle watch, and! 
claimed Swinburne's promise that he would spin his yarn , relative 
to the battle of St. Vincent. * * Well Mr. Simple , so I will ; but I 
require a little priming, or I shall never go off." 

** Will you have your glass of grog before or after." 

"Before, by all means, if you please, Sir. Run down and 
get jt, and I '11 heave the log for you in 4he mean time , when we 
shall have a good hour without interruption , for the sea-breeze 
wHl be steady , and we are under easy sail." I brought up a stiff 
glass of grog, which Swinburne tossed off, and as he finished it, 
sighed deeply as if in sorrow that there was no more. Having 
stowed away the tumbler in one of the capstem holes for the pre- 
sent, we sat down upon a coil of ropes under the weather bul- 
warks, and Swinburne, replacing his quid uf tobacco, com- 
menced as follows : — 

'^Well, Mr. Simple, as I told you before, old lervis started 
with all his fleet for Cape St. Vincent. We lost one of our fleet — 
and a three-decker, too — the St. George; she took the ground, 
and was obliged to go back to Lisbon : but we soon afterwards were 
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joined by five sail of the line , sent out from Englancl , so that we 
inuslereu fifteen sail in all. We had like to lose another of our 
mess, for d' ye see, the old Culloden and Colossus fell foul of each 
other, and the Culloden had the worst on it, but Troubridge, who 
commanded her, was not a man to shy his work, and ax to go in to 
refit, when there was a chance of meeting the enemy — so he 
patched her up somehow or another, and reported himself ready 
for action the very next day. Ready for action he always was, 
that 's sure enough , but whether his ship was in a fit state to go 
into action , is quite another thing. But as the sailors used to say 
in joking, he was a true bridge , and you might trust to him; 
which meant as much as to say , that he knew how to take his ship 
into Itction , and how to fight her when he was fairly in it. I think 
it was the next day that Cockburn joined us in the Minerve , and he 
brought Nelson along with him, with the intelligence that the Boos 
had chased him, and that the whole Spanish fleet was out iu pur- 
suit of us. Well, Mr. Simple, you may guess we were not a little 
happy in the Captain, when Nelson joined us, as we knew that if 
we fell in with the Spaniards, our ship would cut a figure — and 
so she did, sure enough. That was on the morning of the 13lh, 
and old JTervis made the signal to prepare for action, and keep close 
order, which means, to have your flying jib-boom in at the starn 
windows of the ship ahead of you; and we did keep close order, 
for a man might have walked right round from one ship to the 
other, either lee or weather line of the fleet. I shan't forget that 
uight, Mr. Simple, as long as I live and breathe. Every now and 
then we heard the signal guns of the Spanish fleet booming at a 
distance to windward of us , and you may guess how our hearts 
leaped at the sound , and how we watched with all our ears for 
the next gun that was fired , trying to make out their bearings and 
distance, as we assembled in little knots upon the booms and 
weather-gangway. It was my middle watch , and I was signal man 
at the time ; so of course I had no time to take a caulk if I was in- 
clined. When my watch was over, I could not go down to my 
hammock, so I kept the morning watch too, as did most of the men 
ou board : as for Nelson , he walked the deck the whole night, 
quite in a fever. At daylight it was thick and hazy weather, an9 
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we could not make them oat; but, about five bells, the old Cul- 
lodeo, who, if she had broke her nose , had not lost the use of her 
eyes , made the signaJ for a part of the Spanish fleet in sight. Old 
Jervis repeated the signal to prepare for action , but he might have 
saved the wear and tear of the bunting, for we were all ready, 
bulk-heads down, screens up, guns shotted, tackles rove, yards 
slung, powder filled, shot on deck, and fire out — and what's 
more, Mr. Simple, I *11 be d— d if we wer'n't all willing too. 
About six bells in the Torenoon , the fog and haze all cleared away 
at once , just like the rising of the foresail, that they lower down at 
the Portsmouth theatre , and discovered the whole of the Spanish 
fleet. I counted them all. * How many, Swinburne?' cries Nel- 
son. 'Twenty-six sail, Sir,' answered I. Nelson walked the 
quarter-deck backwards and forwards, rubbing his hands, and 
laughing to himself, and then he called for his glass, and went to 
the gangway with Captain Miller. * Swinburne keep a good look 
upon the admiral,' says he. *Ay, ay, Sir,' says I. Now you 
see , Mr. Simple , twenty-six sail against fifteen were great odds 
upon paper; but we didn't think so, because we know'd the dif- 
ference between the two fleets. There was our fifteen sail of the 
line all in apple-pie order, packed up as close as dominoes, and 
every man on board of them longing to come to the scratch; while 
there was their twenty-six, all somehow nohow ^ two lines here, 
and 720 line there, with a great gap of water in the middle of them. 
For this gap between their ships we all steered, with all the sail we 
could carry , because , d' ye see , Mr. Simple , by getting them on 
both sides of us, we had the advantage of fighting both broadsides, 
which is just as easy as fighting one, and makes shorter work of it. 
Just as it struck seven bells, Troubridge opened the ball, setting 
to half a dozen of the Spaniards, and making them reel^fom Col- 
lins,' whether or no. Bang — bang — bang, bang! Mr. Simple, 
it 's a beautiful sight, to see the first guns fired , that are to bring 
on a general action. *He 's the luckiest dog, that Troubridge/ 
said Nelson, stamping with impatience. Our ships were soon 
hard at it , hammer and tongs, (my eyes, how they did pelt it in !} 
and old Sir John, in theVictory, smashed the cabin windows of the 
Spanish admiral , with such a hell of a raking broadside that the 
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fellow bore up as if the devil kicked him. Lorct a mercy, you might 
have drove a Portsmouth waggon ia his staro — the broadside of 
the Victory had made room enough. However, they were soon all 
smothered up in smoke , and we could not make out how things 
were going on — but we made a pretty good guess. Well, Mr. 
Simple , as they say at the play , that was act the first , scene the 
first; and now we had to make our apperaoce, ^and I '11 leave you 
to judge, after I 've told my tale, whether the old Captain wasn't 
priDcipal performer, and top sawyer over them all. But stop a 
moment, I '11 just look at the binnacle, for that young topman 's 
nodding at the wheel. — I say , Mr. Smith , are you shutting your 
eyes to keep them warm , and letting the ship run half a point out 
of her course? Take care I don't send for another helmsman, 
that 's all , and give the reason why. You '11 make a wry face upon 
siX'-water grog, to-morrow, at seven bells. D-^n your eyes, keep 
them open — can't you?" 

Swinburne, after this genteel admonition to the man at the 
wheel, reseated himself and continued his narrative. 

*' AH this while, Mr. Simple, we in the Captain had not fired 
a gun ; but were ranging up as fast as we could to where the enemy 
lay in a heap. There were plenty to pick and choose from; and 
Nelson looked out sharp for a big one , as little boys do when they 
have to choose an apple; and, by the piper that played before 
Moses ! it was a big one that he ordered the master to put him 
alongside of. She was a four-decker, called the San tissima Tri- 
nidad. We had to pass some whoppers , which would have sa« 
tisfied any reasonable man ; for there was the San Josef, and Sal- 
vador del Mondo, and San Nicolas; but nothing would suit Nel- 
son but this four-decked ship ; so we crossed the hawse of about 
six of them, and as soon as we were abreast of her, and at the 
word *Fire!' every gun went off at once, slap into her, and the 
old Captain reeled at the discharge as if she was drunk. I wish 
you 'd only seen how we pitched it into this Holy Trinity; she was 
holy enough before we bad done with her , riddled like a sieve, 
several of her ports knocked into one , and every scupper of her 
running blood and water. Not but what she stood to it as bold as 
brass , and gave us nearly gun for gun , and made a very pretty 
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genet al average in o\ir ship's company. Many of the old captains 
went to kipgdom-come in that business, and many nKure were 
obliged to bear up for Greenwich Hospital. 

* ' ' Fire away , my lads — steady aim ! ' cries Nelson . ' Jump 
down there, Mr. Thomas ; pass the word to reduce the cartridges, 
the shot go clean through her. Double shot the guns there , fore 
and aft. ' 

**So we were at it for about half-an-hour, when our guns be- 
came so hot from quick firing, that they bounced up to the beams 
overhead , tearing away their riugbolts , and snapping the breech- 
ings like rope yarns. By this time we were almost as much un- 
rigged as if we had been two days paying off in Portsmouth har- 
bour. The four-decker forged ahead, and Troubridge, in the 
jolly old CuUoden , came between us and two other Spanish ships, 
who were playing into us. She was as fresh as a daisy , and gave 
them a dose which quite astonished them. They shook their ears, 
and fell astern, when the Blenheim laid hold of them, and 
mauled them so that they went astern again. But it was out of the 
frying-pan into the fire: for the Orion, Prince George, and one 
or two others , were coming up , and knocked the very ^uts out of 
them. I '11 be d — d if they forget the 14th of April, and sarve 
them right, too. Wasn't a four-decker enough for any two- 
decker, without any more coming on us? and couldn't the beggars 
have matched themselves like gentlemen? Wellj Mr. Simple, 
this gave us a minute or two to fetch our breath , let the guns cool, 
and repair damages , and swab the blood from the decks ; but we 
lost our four-decker , for we could not get near her again." 

**What odd names the Spaniards give to their ships, Swin- 
bnnie ! " 

**Why, yes they do; it would almost appear wicked tobda- 
bour the Holy Trinity as we did. But why tbiey should call a four- 
d«ckad ship the Holy Trinity, I can't tell. Bill Saunders said 
tlMt the fourth deck was for the Pope , who was as great a par- 
sonage as the others; but I can't understand how that can be. 
Well, Jfr. Simple, as I was head signal nun, I was perched on 
tiie poop, and didn'i serve at a gun. I had to report all I could 
see, which was not much, the smoke was so thick ; but now and 
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then I could get a peep , as it were , through the boles in the Idan- 
ket. Of coarse I was obliged to keep my eye as much as possible 
upon the admiral, not to make out his signals, for Commodore 
]Nelson wouldn't thank me for that; I knew he hated a signal when 
in action, so I never took no notice of the bunting, but just watched 
to see what he was about. So while we are repairing damages, I 'U 
just tell you what I saw of the rest of the fleet. As soon as old 
Jervis had done for the Spanish admiral, he hauled his wind on the 
larboard tack , and followed by four or five other ships, weathered 
the Spanish line and joined ColUngwood in the Excellent. Then 
they all dashed through the line; the Excellent was the leading 
ship , and she flrst took the shine out of the Salvador del Mondo, 
and then left her to be picked up by the other ships, while she 
attacked a two-decker, who hauled down her colours — I forget 
ber name just now. As soon as the Victory ran alongside of the 
Salvador del Mondo, down went her colours, and Excellent rea- 
sons had she for striking her flag. And now , Mr. Simple, the 
oUl Captain comes into play again. Having parted company with 
the four-decker, we had recommenced action with the San Nico- 
las , a Spanish eigthy , and while we were hard at it , old Calling- 
wood comes up in tbe Excellent. The San Nicolas, knowing that 
the Excellent's broadside would send her to old Nick, p«t hei 
helm up to avoid being raked : in so doing , she f^li foul of the San 
losef , a Spanish three-decker, and we being all cut to pieces, 
and unmanageable — all of us indeed reeling about like drunken 
men — Nelson odered his helm a-starboard , and in a jiflfy there 
wew^e, all three hugging each other, running in one another's 
guns, smashing. our chain-plates, and poking €»ir yard arms 
through each other's canvass. 

*' ' All hands to board! ' roared Nelson , leapio^ oa.thie btHH 
mocks and waving his sword. 

"'Hurrah! hurrah!' echoed through the decks , and up flew 
the men , like as many angry bees out of a beehive. In a moment 
pikes, tomahawks, cutlasses, and pistols were seised, (for it 
was quite unexpected, Mr. Simple,) and our men poured into 
the eighty-gun ship, and in two. minutes the decks were cleared, 
and all the Dons pitched below. I joined the boarders and was on 
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4he main-deck vbea Captain Miller came down , and cried out, 
'On deck again immediately.' Up we went, and what do you 
ibinkitwasfor, Mr. Simple? Why to board a second time; for 
Nelson baving taken the two-decker, swore that be 'd have the 
three-decker as well. So away we went again, clambering up her 
lofty sides bow we could, and dropping down on her decks like 
hailstones. We all made for the quarter-deck , beat down every 
Spanish beggar that showed fight, and in five minutes more we 
bad hauled down the colours of two of the finest ships in the Spa- 
nish navy. If that wasn't taking the shine out of the Dons, I 
should like to know what is. And didn't the old captains cheer 
and shake hands , as Commodore Nelson stood on the deck of the 
San Josef, and received the swords of the Spanish ofiScers ! There 
was enough of them to go right round the capstern , and plenty to 
spare. Now , Mr. Simple, what do you think of that for a spree ? " 
*'Wby, Swinburne, 1 can only say that I wish I bad been 
there." 

'* So did every man in the fleet, Mr. Simple , I can tell you."* 
**But what became of the Santissima Triuidad ? " 
'*Upon my word, she behaved one deck better than all the 
others. She held out against four of our ships for a long while 
and then hauled down her colours , and no disgrace to her, con- 
sidering what a precious hammering she had taken first. But the 
lee division of the Spanish weather fleet, if I may so call it, con- 
sisting of eleven sail of the line, came up to her assistance , and 
surrounded her, so that they got her off. Our ships were too 
much cut up to commence a new action, and the admiraf made 
the signal to secure the prizes. The Spanish fleet then did what 
they should have done before — got into line ; and we lost no time 
in doing the same. But we both had had fighting enough." 

**But do you think, Swinburne, that the Spaniards fought 
veil?" 

''They 'd have fought better, if they 'd only have known how. 
There 's no want of courage in the Dons, Mr. Simple, but they 
did not support each other. Only observe how Troubridge sup- 
ported us. By God I Mr. Simple, be was the real fellow, and 
Nelson knew it well« He was Nelson's right-hand man ; but you 
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know there wasn't room for two Nelsons. Their ships engaged 
held out well , itmustbeac'knowledged, but why weren't they all 
in their proper berths? Had they kept close order of sailing , and 
had all fought as well as those who were captured , it would not 
have been a very easy matter for fifteen ships to gain a victory over 
twenty-six. That 's long odds, even when backed by British 
seamen." 

**Well , how did you separate." 

" Why , the next morning the Spaniards had the weather-gage, 
so they had the option whethento fight or not. At one time they 
had half a mind , for they bore down to us ; upon which we hauled 
our wind , to show them we were all ready to meet them , and then 
they thought better of it, and rounded-to again. So as they 
wouldn't fight, and we didn't wish it^ we parted company in the 
night; and two days afterwards we anchored, with our four 
prizes , in Lagos Bay. So now you have the whole of it , Mr. 
Simple, and I 've talked till I 'm quite hoarse. You haven't by 
chance another drop of the stuff left to elear my throat? It would 
be quite a charity." 

**I think I have, Swinburne; and as you deserve it, I will go 
and fetch it." 

CHAPTER XVI. 

A letter from father M'Grath, who diplomatizes — When priest meets 
priest, then comes the tug of war — Father O'Toole not to be made a 
tool of. 

We continued our cruise for a fortnight, and then made sail 
for Jamaica , where we found the admiral at anchor at Port Royal ; 
but our signal was made to keep under weigh , and Captain Kear- 
ney, having paid his respects to the admiral, received orders to 
carry despatches to Halifax. Water and provisions were sent on 
board by the boats of the admiral's ships, and, to our great dis- 
appointment, as the evening closed in, we were again standing out 
to sea, instead of , as we had anticipated , enjoying ourselves on 
shore; but the fact was, that orders had arrived from England to 
send a frigate immediately up to the admiral at Halifax , to be at 
his disposal. 
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I had, however, the satisfactioa to koow that Captain Kearaey 
had been true to his word in making mention of my name in the 
despatch, for the clerk showed me a copy of it. Nothing occurred 
worth mentioning during our passage, except that Captain Kearney 
was very unwell nearly the whole of the time, and seldom quitted 
his cabin. It was in October that we anchored in Halifax harbour, 
and the Admiralty, expecting our arrival there, had forwarded our 
letters. There were none for me, but there was one for O'Brien, 
from Father M'Grath , the contents of which were as follow : — 

**My dear Son, 

** And a good son you are, and that 's the truth on it, or devil 
a bit should you be a son of mine. You 've made your family quite 
contented and peaceable, and they never fight for the praties /xow 
— good reason why they shouldn't, seeing that there 's a plenty 
for all of them , and the pig craturs into the bargain. Your father 
and your mother , and your brother, and your three sisters , ^end 
their duty to you, and their blessings too ~ and you may add my 
blessing Terence, which is worth them all ; for wo'n't I get you out 
of purgatory in the twinkling of a bed-post ? Make yourself quite 
asy on that score , and lave it all to me ; only just say a pater now 
and then , that when St. Peter lets you in , he mayn't throw it in 
your teeth , that you 've saved your soul by contract , which is the 
only way by which emperors and kings ever get to heaven. Your 
letter from Plymouth came safe to hand: Barney, the post-boy, 
having dropped it, underfoot, close to our door, the big pig took 
it into his mouth and ran away with it; bi^I caught sight of him, 
and speaking to him, he let it go, knowing (the 'cute cratur!) 
that I could read it better than him. As soon as I had digested the 
contents , which it was lucky the pig did not instead of me, I just 
took my meal and my big stick , and then set off for Baliydeucb. 

** Now you know , Terence , if you haven't forgot — and if you 
have, I '11 just remind you — that there 's a flaunty sort of young 
womati at the poteen shop there, who calls herself Mrs. O'Rourke, 
wife to a corporal O'Rourke, who was kilt or died one day, I don't 
know which , but that 's not of much consequence. The devil a 
bit do I think the priest ever gave the marriage-blessing to that 
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same ; althoagh she swears that she was married on the rock of 
Gibraltar — it may be a strong rock fore I know, but it 's not the 
rock of salvation like the seven sacraments , of which marriage is 
one. Benedicite! Mrs. O'Rourke is a little too apt to fleer and jeer 
ai the priests ; and if it were not that she softens down her per- 
tinent remarks with a glass or two of the real poteen, which proves 
some respect for the church , I 'd excommunicate her body and 
soul, and every body, and every soul that put their lips to the 
cratur at her door. But she must leave that off, as I tell her, when 
she gets old and ugly, for then all the whisky in the world shan't 
save her. But she 's a fine woman now , and it goes agin my con- 
science to help the devil to a fine woman. Now this Mrs. O'Rourke 
knows every body and every thing that 's going on in the country 
about; and she has a tongue which has never had a holyday since 
it was let loose. 

'7 Good morning to ye, Mrs. O'Rourke ,' says I. 

"*An' the top of the morning to you. Father M'Grath,' says 
she, with a smile; *what brings you here? Id it a journey that 
you 're taking to buy the true wood of the cross; or is it a purty 
girl that you wish to confess, Father M*Grath? or is it only that 
you 're come for a drop of poteen , and a little bit of chat wttb Mrs. 
O'Rourke?' 

*' * Sure it 's I who'd be glad to find the same true wood of the 
cross, Mrs. O'Rourke, but it 's not grown I suspect, at your town 
ofBallycleuch; and it's no objection I 'd have to confess a purty 
girl like yourself, Mrs. O'Rourke, who 'U only tell me haST her 
sins, and give me no trouble; but it 's the truth, thai L'm here 
for nothing else but to have a bit of chat with yourself, daiaiy dear, 
and taste your poteen , just by way of keeping my mouth nate and 
clane. 

*'So Mrs. O'Rourke poured out the real stuff, which I drank to 
her health ; and then says I , putting down the bit of a glass , * So 
jou've a stranger come, I find, in your parts, Mrs. 0'Bourke.r' 

"*I 've heard the same,' replied she. So you observe, Te- 
rence , I came to the fact all at onee by a guess. 

***I 'm tould,' says I, * that he 's a Scotchman, and spakcs 
what nobody can understand.' 
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*'*JDevil a bit/ says she; *he 's anEnglishmun, and speaks 
plain enough.' 

*"But what can a man mane, to come here and sit down all 
alone?' says I. 

"*AIi alone, Father M'Gralh ! ' replied she; 'is a man all 
alone, when he 's got his wife and childer, and more coming, with 
the blessing of God?" 

** *Bat those boys are not his own childer, I believe,' says I. 

'* * There again you 're all in a mistake , Father M'Grath,' re- 
joins she. *The childer are all his own, and all girls to boot. It 
appears that it 's just as well that you come down, now and then, 
for information , to our town of Ballycleuch.' 

'^^Yery true, Mrs. O'Rourke,' says I; *and who is it that 
knows every thing so well as yourself?' You observe, Terence, 
that I just said every thing contrary and arce versa , as they call it, 
to the contents of your letter ; for always recollect, my son, that if 
you would worm a secret out of a woman , you '11 do more by con- 
tradiction than you ever will by coaxing — so I went on : 'Anyhow, ' 
I think it 's a burning shame, Mrs. O'Rourke, for a gentleman to 
bring over with him here from England a parcel of lazy English 
servants , when there 's so many nice boys and girls here to attind 
upon them.' 

*** Now there you 're all wrong again, Father M'Grath,' says 
she. 'Devil a soul has he brought from the other country, but 
has hired them all here. Arn't there Ella Flanagan for one maid, 
and Terence Driscol for a footman? and 'it 's well that he looks in 
his new uniform , when he comes down for the newspapers ; and 
arn't Moggy Gala there to cook the dinner, and pretty Mary Sullivan 
for a nurse for the babby as soon as it comes into the world? 

'"Is it Mary Sullivan, you mane?' says I;' 'she that was 
married about three months back, and is so quick in child-getting, 
that she 's all but ready to fall to pieces in this same time ! * 
. ** 'It 's exactly she,' says Mrs. O'Rourke; ' and do you know 
the reason?' 

'"Devil a bit,' says I; 'how should/?' 

"'Then it 's just that she may send her own child away, and 
give her milk to the English babby that 's coming ; b<^cause the 



285 



lady is too much of a lady to have a child hanging to her 
breast.' 

'* * But suppose Mary Sullivan's child ar'n't bom till afterwards, 
how then?' says I. ^ Speak, Mrs. O'Rourke , for you 're a sen- 
sible woman.' 

" *How then?' says she. * Och ! that 's all arranged ; for Mary 
says that she '11 be in bed a week before the lady, so that 's all right, 
you '11 perceive, Father M^Gralh.' 

** *But don't you perceive, sensible woman as you are, that a 
young woman , who is so much out of her reckoning as to have a 
child three months after her marriage, may make a little mistake 
in her lying-in arithmetic , Mrs. O'Rourke ? ' 

**^ Never fear. Father M*Grath, Mary Sullivan will keep her 
word; and sooner than disappoint the lady, and lose her place, 
she 'II just tumble down stairs , and wo'n't that put her to bed fast 
enough?' 

** *Well, that 's what I call a faithful good servant that earns her 
wages,' says I ; ' so now I '11 just take another glass, Mrs. O'Rourke, 
and thank you too. Sure you 're the woman that knows every 
thing, and a mighty pretty woman into the bargain.' 

*** Let me alone now, Father M'Grath , and don't be pinching 
me that way anyhow.' 

'*It was only a big Qea that I perceived hopping on your gown, 
my darling , devil any thing else.' 

***Many thanks to you, father, for that same; but the neit 
time you 'd kill my fleas, just wait until they 're in a more dacerU 
situation.' 

'** Fleas are fleas, Mrs. O'Rourke, and we must catch 'em 
when we can, and how we can, and as we can, so no offence. 
A good night's rest to you, Mrs. O'Rourke — whea do you mean 
to confess?' 

*' * I 've an idea that I 've too many fleas about me to confess to 
you just now , Father M'Grath , and that 's the truth on it. So a 
pleasant walk back to you.' 

"So you'll perceive, my son, that having got all the informa- 
tion from Mrs. O'Rourke, it 's back I went to Ballyhinch, till I 
heard it whispered that there were doings down at the old house at 
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Ballycleucb. Off I set, and went to the house itself, as priests 
always ought to be welcomed at births and marriages , and deaths, 
being, as you koow, of great use on such occasions — when who 
should open the door but Father O'TooIe , the biggest rapparee of 
a priest in the whole of Ireland. Didn't he steal a horse , and only 
save his neck by benefit of clergy? and did he ever give absolution 
to a young woman without making her sin over again? * What may 
be your pleasure here, Father M'Grath?' says he, holding the 
door with his hand. 

*' * Only just to call and hear what 's going on.' 

***For the matter of that,' says he, 'I '11 just tell you that 
we're all going on very well; but ar'n't you ashamed of yourself, 
Father M*Grath , to come here to interfere with my flocli ,' knowing 
that I confess the house altogether? ' 

"^That 's as may be,' says I; *but I only wanted to know 
what the lady had brought into the world.' 

*'*It'sacWW,' says he. 

*** Indeed!' says I; 'many thanks for the information; and 
pray what is it that Mary Sullivan has brought into the world?' 

** * That 's a child y too ,' says he ; 'and now that you know all 
about it, good evening to yon. Father M'Grath.' And theulgy 
brute slammed the door right in my face. 

•**Who stole a horse?' cries I; but he didn't hear me — 
more 's the pity. 

**So you 'Jl perceive, my dear boy, that I bave found out 
something,' at all eients, but not so much asi intended; for I '11 
prove to Father O'TooIe, that he 's no match for Father M'Grath. 
But what I find out must be reserved for another letter , seeing 
that it 's not possible to tell it to you in this same. Praties look 
well , but somehow or another clothes don't grow upon trees in 
ould Ireland; and one of your half-quarterly bills, or a little 
prize-money , if it found its waf here , would add not a little to the 
respectability of the family appearance. Even my cassock is be- 
coming too holy for a parish priest; not that I care about it so 
much, only Father O'TooIe, the baste! bad on a bran new one — 
not that I betieve that he ever came honestly by it, as I have by 
mine ^ but , get it how you may , a new gown always looks better 
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than an oald one, that 's certain. So no more at pr^ent from 
your loving friend and confessor , 

** Urtagh M'Grath." 

"Now, you *ll observe, Peter," said O'Brien, after I had 
read the letter , ' * that , as I supposed , your uncle meant mischief 
when he went over to Ireland. Whether the children are both 
boys or both girls, or your uncle's is a boy, and the other is a girl, 
there *s no knowing at present. If an exchange was required , it *s 
made, that 's certain; but I will write again to Father M'Grath, 
and insist upon his finding out the truth, if possible. Have you 
any letter from your father? " 

**None, I am sorry to say. I wish I had, for he would not 
have failed to speak on the subject." 

"Well, never mind, it 's no use dreaming over the matter; 
we must do our best when we get to England ourselves, and in the 
mean time trust to Father M'Grath. I '11 go and write to him while 
iny mind *s full of it." O'Brien wrote his letter, and the subject 
was not started again. 

CHAPTER XVII. 

4 

Captain Kearney's illness — He makes his will ana devises sundry Cha- 
teaux en 'Espagne , for the benefit of those concerned — The legacy 
duty in this instance not ruinous — He signs , seals , and di€s. 

The captain , as was his custom , went on shore , and took up 
his quarters at a friend's house; that is to say , the house of an ac- 
quaintance, or any polite gentleman who would ask him to take a 
dinner and a bed. This was quite sufficient for Captain Kearnay, 
who would fill his portmanteau , and take up his quarters without 
' thinking of leaving them until the ship sailed , or some more ad- 
vantageous invitation was given. This conduct in England would 
have very much trespassed upon our ideas of hospitality; but in 
our foreign settlements and colonies, where the society is confined 
and novelty is desirable, a person who could amuse like Captain 
l^earney was generally welcome, let him stay as long as he pleased. 
All sailors agree in asserting that Halifax is one of the most de- 
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lightful yorts in which a ship can anchor. Every body is hospi- 
table, cheerful and willing to amuse and be amused. It is, there- 
fore, a very bad place to send a ship to if you wish her to reGt in a 
hurry, unless indeed the admiral is there to watch over your daily 
progress , and a sharp commissioner to expedite your motions in 
the dock-yard. The admiral was there when we arrived, and we 
should not have lain there long, had not the health of Captain 
Kearney, by the time that we were ready for sea, been so seriously 
affected, that the doctor was of opinion that he could not sail. 
Another frigate was sent to our intended cruising ground , and we 
lay idle in port. But we consoled ourselves : if we did not make 
prize-money, at all events., we were very happy, and the major 
part of the officers very much in love.] 

We had remained in Halifax harbour about three weeks , when 
a very great change for the worse took place in Captain Kearney's 
disease. Disease, indeed, it could hardly be called. He had 
been long suffering from the insidious attacks of a hot climate, 
and though repeatedly advised to invalid , he never would consent. 
His constitution appeared now to be breaking up. In a few days 
he was so ill , that, at the request of the naval surgeons, be con- 
sented to be removed to the hospital, where he could command 
more comforts than in any private house. He had not been at the 
hospital more than two days , when he sent for me, and stated his 
wish that I should remain with him. *'You know, Peter, that 
you are a cousin of mine , and one likes to have one's relations 
near one when we are sick , so bring your traps on shore. The 
doctor has promised me a nice little room for yourself, and you 
shall come and sit with me all day." I certainly had no objection 
to remain with him, because I considered it my duty so to do , and 
I must say that there was no occasion for me to make any efforts to 
entertain him, as he always entertained me; 'but I couid nothelp» 
seriously rellecting, and feeling much shocked, ataman, lying 
in so dangerous a state — for the doctors had pronounced his re-* 
covery to be impossible — still continuing a system of falsehood 
during the' whole day, without intermission. But it really appeared 
in him to be innate; and, as Swinburne said , "ifhetoldtruth, 
it was entirely by mistake.' 
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'* Peter/' said he, one day, "there's a great draught. Shut 
the door , and put on some more coals." 

'*The fire does not draw well, Sir," replied I, ** without the door 
is open," 

*'It 's astonishing how little people understand the nature of 
these things. When i built my house called Walcot Abbey , there 
was not a chimney would draw ; I sent for the architect and abused 
him, but he could not manage it: I was obliged to do it my- 
self." 

**Did you manage it, Sir?" 

** Manage it — I think I did. The first time I lighted the fire, 
I opened the door, and the draught was so great, that my little 
boy William, who was standing in the current of air, would have 
gone right up the chimney , if I had not caught him by the petti- 
coats; as it was, his frock was on fire." 

** Why, Sir , it must have been as bad as a hurricane ! " 

'*No, no, not quite so bad — but it showed what a little 
knowledge of philosophical arrangement could effect. We have 
no hurricanes in England, Peter; but I have seen a very pretty 
whirlwind when I was at Walcot Abbey." 

** Indeed, Sir." 

"Yes, it cut four square haystacks quite round, and I lost 
twenty tons of hay ; it twisted the iron lamp-post at the entrance 
just as a porpoise twists a harpoon , and took up a sow and her 
litter of pigs that were about a hundred yards from the back of the 
house, and landed them safe over the house, to the front, with 
the exception of the old sow putting her shoulder out." 

»* Indeed, Sir." 

"Yes, but what was strange, there were a great many rats in 
the hayrick , and up they went with the hay. Now , Peter^ by the 
laws of gravitation , 4they naturally come down before the hay, and 
I was walking with my greyhound , or rather terrier, and after one 
coming down close to her, which she killed, it was quite ridiculous 
to witness her looking up in the air, and watching for the others." 

** A greyhound did you say. Sir, or a terrier?" 

"Both, Peter; the fact is, she had been a greyhound, but 
breaking* her fore-leg against a stump, when coursing, I had the 

Peter Simple, 19 
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other three aiDpatated as well , and theD she made a capiUl lefrrier* 
She was a great favourite of mioe." 

*'Well/' observed I, *'I have read soneihiog like that ia 
Baron Munchausen." 

**Mr. Simple/' said the eaptalo, tarnitvg ota his elbow and 
looking me severely in the face , ** what do you mean to imply? " 

'* O DOthiog , Sir , but I have read a story of that kind." 

**Host probably; the great art of invention is to found it upon 
facts. There are some people who out of a mole-hill will make a 
mountain ; and facts and fiction become so blended oow~a-days, 
that even troth becomes a matter of doubt." 

"Very true, Sir," rejtlied i; and as he did not speak for some 
minutes, I vetitared to bring my Bible to his bedside , as iff was 
reading it to tnyself. 

** What are you reading, Peter?" said he. 

** Only a chapter in the Bible, Sir," said I. **Would you like 
that I should re^d aloud?" 

** Yes, I 'm very fond of the Bible — it 's the book of truth. 
Peter , read me about Jacob , and his weathering Esau with a mess 
of pottage , and obtaining his father's blessing." I could not help 
thinking it singular that he should select a portion in which , for 
divine reasons, a lie was crowned with success and reward. 

When I had finished it, he asked me to read something more; 
I turned over to the Acts of the Apostles , and commenced the 
chapter in which Ananias and Sapphira were struck dead. When 
I had finished , he observed very seriously, ** That is a very good 
lesson for young people, Peter, and points out that you never 
should swerve from the truth. Recollect, as your motto, Peter, 
to *tell truth and shame the devil.'" 

After this observation I laid down the b«ok, as it appeared to 
me that he was quite unaware of his propensity; «id without a 
sense of your fault, how can repetitance and amendment be ex- 
pected? He became more feeble and exhausted every day, and, 
at last, was so weak that he could scarcely raise himself in his bed. 
One afternoon he said, ** Peter, I shall makemy will, not that I 
am going to kick the bucket just yet; but still it is evecy man's duty 
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to set liis boBse in order , and it will amuse me ; so (e^h pen and 
paper , Aadeonoe and sit down by me." 

I did as he requested. 

''Write, Peter, that I, AoUumy GeoEge William Charles 
Huflibifisoo K«acney, (wy.i'ather's oaasie was Autbooy, P«ter; .1 was 
christenedtGoofge aft» tibe present Regent, WilUam uidCiiarles 
after Hr. Pitt aad Hr. >Foqi , who w^e my sponsors ; fiosktsson is 
the name of my greet unele , whose property devolves to me ; he *s 
eighty-three now, so he can't last long,) — have you written down 
that?" 

"Yes, Sir-" 

''Being in sound mind , do hereby make my last will and testa- 
ment , revoking all former wills." 

"Yes, Sir." 

"I beipaeath to my dearly beloved wife, Augusta Charlotte 
Kearney, (stkt was named after the Queen and Princess Augusta^ 
who held her at the baptismal font,) all my household furniture, 
books , pictures , plate , and houses , for her own free use and 
will, and to dispose of at her pleasure upon her demise. Is that 
down?" 

"Yes, Sir." 

"Also, the iii4erest of all my money in the tbree per cents, 
reduced , and in the long anauilies , and the balance in my agent's 
hands, for her natural life. At her death to be divided into equal 
f)oiiions between my two children, William Mohamed Potemkia 
Kearney, and Caroline Anastasia Kearney. Is that down? " 

"Yes, Sir." 

' ''Well , tlwn , Peter , now for my real prepenty. Aly'f slate in 
Kent (let me see, what is the name of it?) —Walcot Abbey, my 
Hiree ifarms in the Yale of Aylesbury, and the marsh lands in Nor^ 
folk, Xbecpiealbio my two ohildren afore-oftoied , the pr<»eeeds of 
the saaae to be laid up, deductmg all necessary ei^ense^ for their 
education , for their sole use and benc^. J» tbat down ? " 

"Not yet. Sir— 'use and benefit.' Now it is, ^r." 

"Until they come to the age of twenty-one yeans ; or in case of 
my daughter, until shemarrieswith the consent of myexeoutors, 
then to be equally find fairly valned and divided between them. 

19* 
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Toa observe , Peter, I never make any difference between girls and 
boys — a good father will leave one child as much as another. Now 
I '11 take my breath a little." 

I was really astonished. It was well known that Cap tain Kearney 
had nothing but his pay, and that it wa^the hopes of prize-money 
to support his family, which had induced him to stay out so long in 
the West Indies. It was laughable ; yet I could not laugh : there 
was a melancholy feeling at such a specimen of insanity, which 
prevented me. 

**Now» Peter, we 'II go on," said Captain Kearney, after a 
pause of a few minutes. *' I have a few legacies to bequeath. First, 
to all my servants 50/. each, and two suits of mourning; to my 
nephew, Thomas Kearney, of Kearney Hall , Yorkshire, I bequeath 
the sword presented me by the Grand Sultan. I promised it to 
him , and , although we have quarrelled, and not spoken for years, 
I always keep my word. The plate presented me by the merchants 
and underwriters of Lloyd's, I leave to my worthy friend, the Duke 
of Newcastle. Is that down ? " 

"Yes, Sir." 

**WeU; my snuff-box, presented me by Prince Potemkin, 
I bequeath to Admiral Sir Isaac Coffin ; and , also , I release him 
from the mortgage which I hold over his property of the Madeleine 
Islands, in North America. By the by, say, and further, I be- 
queath to him the bag of snuff presented to me by the Dey of 
Algiers ; he may as well have the snuff as he has the snuff-box. Is 
that down?" 

"Yes, Sir." 

"Well then, now, Peter, I must leave you something." 

"0, never mind me," replied I. x 

"No, no, Peter, I roust not forget my cousin. Let me see; 
you shall have my fighting sword. A real good one , I can tell you. 
I once fought a duel with it at Palermo , and ran a Sicilian prince 
so clean through the body, and it held so tight, that we were 
obliged to send for a pair of pos^horses to pull it out again. Put 
that down as a legacy for my cousin , Peter Simple. I believe that 
is all. Now for my executors ; and I request my particular friends, 
the Earl of Londonderry, the Marquis of Chandos, and Mr. John 
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Lubbock , banker , to be my executors , and leave each of tbem the 
sum of one thousand pounds for their trouble , and in token of 
regard. That will do , Peter. Now , as I have left so much real 
property, it is necessary that there should be three witnesses ; so 
call in two more, and let me sign in your presence." 

This order was obeyed , and this strange will duly attested ; for 
I hardly need say^ that even the presents he had pretended to 
receive were purchased by himself at different times ; but such was 
the force of his ruling passion even to the last. Mr. Phillott and 
O'Brien used to come and see him , as did occasionally some of the 
other officers , and he was always cheerful and merry, and seemed 
to be quite indifferent about his situation , although fully aware of 
it. His stories, if any thing, became more marvellous, as no one 
yentured to express a doubt as to their credibility. 

I had remained in the hospital about a week, when Captain 
Kearney was evidently dying : the doctor came, felt his pulse, and 
gave it as his opinion that he could not outlive the day. This was 
on a Friday, and there certainly was every symptom of dissolution. 
He was so exhausted, that he could scarcely articulate; his feet 
were cold , and his eyes appeared glazed , and turning upwards. 
The doctor remained an hour, felt his pulse again, shook his head, 
and said to me in a low voice , ** He is quite gone." As soon as the 
doctor quitted the room , Captain Kearney opened his eyes , and 
beckoned me to him. ** He 's a confoundal fool , Peter," said he : 
'* he thinks lam slipping my wind now — but I know better ; going 
I am , 't is true — but I shan't die till next Thursday." Strange to 
say, from that moment he rallied ; and although it was reported 
that be was dead , and the admiral had signed the acting order for 
his successor, the next morning, to the astonishment of every 
body, flaptain Kearney was still alive. He continued in this state, 
between life and death , until the Thursday next , the day on which 
he asserted that he would die — and, on that morning, he was 
evidently sinking fast. Towards noon , his breathing became much 
oppressed and irregular, and he was evidently dying ; the rattle in 
his throat commenced ; and I watched at his bedside, waiting for 
his last gasp , when he again opened his eyes, and beckoning me, 
with an effort, to put my head close to him to hear what he had to 
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say, hecoDtrhred, in a sort of gnrgling whisper, and witb nraek 
dfffieiilty, to otter ^ **Peter , I 'm ^oing now — not thattbe raiUe 
-^ in mj thfoat -- is a sifpn of death : — for I once knew a man — 
to liv0 with — the tatOe in hi* throat — fer siaf t99eAt." Be fell 
back and expired, having, perhaps, at his last gasp, told the 
greatest lie of his whole life. 

Thns died this most eitranrdinaiy character, who, in nost 
other points , conmanded respect ; be was a kind man , and a good 
officer; bat from the idiosyncrasy oi his disposition , whether from 
babtt or from nature, oocdd not speilc the truth. I say fhnn na- 
ture , beeanse I ha¥e witnessed the Tiee of stealing equally strong, 
and never to be eradicated. It was in a young messmate of good 
family, and who was supplied with money to almost any eslont: 
he was one of the most generous , open-hearted lads tlnit I evter 
knew; he would offer his purse, or the contents of bfs chest, to 
any of hit messmates ; and , at the same time , would steal ev«ry 
thing that he could lay his bands upon. I have known him watch 
for hours, to steal what could be of no use to him, as, for instanoe, 
an iM shoe , and that much too small for his fbot. What he stole 
he would give away the very next day; but to check U, was im-- 
possible. It was so weil known, that if any thing was missed, 
we used first to apply to bisr chest to see if it was there , and usually 
found the article in question. He appeared to be wholly insensible 
to shame up<m this subject, though In every other he showed no 
want of feelii^ or of honour; and, strange to say, he never co- 
vered his theft with a lie^ After vain attempts to cure him of this 
propensity, he was dismissed the service as Incorrigible. 

Captain Kearney was buried in the ehnnebyard with the usmd 
military honoors. in his desk we found directions, in his own 
band, relative to his funeral , and die engraving on his tombstone, 
in these, he stated his age to be thirty-one years. If this was cor- 
rect, Captain Kearney, from the time that he had been in the ser- 
Tioe of hisisoantry , rasst have entered the navy just Jhur months 
h^oto he was bora. It was nnferCanate that he commenced the 
inscriptioa with "Here lies Ci^taiii Kearney, '* dko. 4ke. His 
tombstone had not been set up tw^nty^fovrhonrB, befero some- 
bodjr, who knew his character, put a dash voder one wtord, as 
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emphatic as it was true oS tke liviog buo, *^iiere /»m Gaptaio 
Kearney. " 

CHAPTER XVIU. 

Captain Horton — Gloomy news from home — Get over head and ears in 
the vatev, and And myself afterwards growiag one way, and mydothcf 
another — Though neiUier as rich as a jew, or as largo as a cam#d, I 
pass through my examination, which my brother candidates thinks 
passing strange. 

Tub day aCter CaptaiD Kearofty's decease, his acting successor 
made bis.appeacaflce onboard. The character of Captain Horton 
was well known to us froi« the complaints made by the officers 
belonging to his ship , of his apathy and indolence ; indeed , he 
went by the sobfiquet of *'the Sloth." It certainly was very an- 
noying to his officers to witness so many opportunities of prize- 
money and distinction thrown away through the indolence of his 
disposition. Captain Horton was a young man of family who had 
advanced rapidly in the service from interest, and from occasion- 
ally distinguishing himself. In the several cutting-out eipedi- 
tions, on which lie had not volunteered but had been ordered , he 
had shown, not only courage, but a remarkahle degree of cool- 
ness in danger and difficulty, which had gained him much appro- 
bation : but it was said , that this cot^ness arose from his very 
fault — an unaccountable laziness. He would walk away, as it 
were, from the enemy's fire, when others would hasten, merely' 
because he was so apathetic that he would not eiert himself to run. 
In one cutting-out eipedition in which he distinguished himself, it 
is said, that having to board a very high vessel, and that in a 
shower of grape and musketry, when the boat dashed alongside, 
and the men were springing up , he looked up at the height of the 
vessel's sides , and exclaimed with a look of despair , "My God ! 
most we really climb up that vessel's decks? " When he had 
gained the deck, and became excited, he then proved how little 
fear had to do with the remark, the captain of the ship falling by 
his hand , as he fought in advance of his own men. But this pe- 
culiarity, which in a junior officer was of little consequence, and 
a subject of mirth, in a captain became of a very serious nature* 
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The admiral was aware how often he had neglected to annoy. or 
capture the enemy when he might have done it ; and by snch neg- 
lect, Captain Horton infringed one of the articles of war, the pur- 
nishment awarded to which infringement is death. His appoint- 
ment, therefore, to the Sanglier was as annoying to us, as his 
quitting his former ship was agreeable to those on board of her. 

As it happened, it proved of iittle consequence: the admiral 
'had instructions from home to advance Captain Horton to the first 
vacancy , which of course he was obliged to comply with ; but not 
wishing to keep on the station an officer who would not exert him- 
self, he resolved to send her to England with despatches, and 
retain the other frigate which had been ordered home , and which 
we had been sent up to replace. We therefore heard it announced 
with feelings of joy , mingled with regret, that we ^ere immediate- 
ly to proceed to England. For my part, I was glad of it. I had 
now served my time as midshipman, to within five months , and I 
thought that I had a better chance of being made in England than 
abroad. I was also very anxious to go home, for family reasons, 
which I have already explained. In a fortnight we sailed with se- 
veral vessels , and directions to take charge of a large convoy from 
Quebec, which was to meet us off the island of St. John's. In a 
few days we joined our convoy , and with a fair wind bore up for 
England. The weather soon became very bad , and we were scud- 
ding before a heavy gale , under bare poles. Our captain seldom 
quitted the cabin, but remained there on a sofa, stretched at his 
length, reading a novel, or dozing, as he found most agreeable. 

I recollect a circumstance which occurred, which will prove 
the apathy of his disposition, and how unfit he was to command 
80 fine a frigate. We had been scudding three days , when the 
weather became much worse. O'Brien, who had the middle 
watch , went down to report that ** it blew very hard." 

**yery well," said the captain; 'Met me know if it blows 
harder." 

In about an hour more the gale increased , and O'Brien went 
down again. "It blows much harder, Captain Horton." 

''Very well," answered Captain Horton, turning in his cot; 
** you may call me again when it blows harder.* 



** 
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JLt about sii bells the gale was at its height, and the wind 
roared io its fury. Down went O'Brien again. ** It blows tremen- 
dous hard now , Captain Horton." 

'* Well , well > if the weather becomes worse — " 

*'It can't be worse/' interrupted O'Brien; '4t 's impossible 
to blow harder." 

"Indeed! Well, then," replied the captain, *Met me know 
when it lulls,** 

In me morning watch a similar circumstance took place. Mr. 
Phillott went down , and said that several of the convoy were out 
of sight astern . ' ' Shall we heave-to , Captain Horton ? " 

"O no," replied he, **she will be so uneasy. Let me know 
if you lose sight of any more." 

In another hour, the first lieutenant reported that "there wer« 
very few to be seen." 

"Very well, Mr. Phillott," replied the captain , turning round 
to sleep ; *Met me know if you lose any more." 

Some time elapsed, and the first lieutenant reported, "that 
they were all out of sight." 

"Very well , then ," said the captain ; * * call me when you see 
them again." 

This was not very likely to take place, as we were going twelve 
knots an hour, and running away from them as fast as we could, 
so the captain remained undisturbed until he thought proper to get 
up to breakfast. Indeed , we never saw any more of our convoy, 
but taking the gale with us, in fifteen days anchored io Plymouth 
Sound. The orders came down for the frigate to be paid off, all 
standing, and re-commissioned. I received letters from my father, 
in which he congratulated me at my name being mentioned in 
Captain Kearney's despatches, and requested me to come home 
as soon as I could. The admiral allowed my name to be put down 
on the booiis of the guard ship , that I might not lose my time, 
and then gave me two months' leave of absence. I bade farewell 
to my shipmates , shook hands with O'Brien , who proposed to go 
over to Ireland previous to his applying for another ship, and, 
with my pay in my pocket, set off in the Plymouth mail , andia 
three days was once more in the arms of my affectionate mother^ 
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'and wariuly greeted hj my bkher, and Ae remaMer of my 
family. '- 

Ooce more with my family, I mast acquaint the reader with 
what had occurred since my departure. My eldest sisier, Lucy, 
had married an officer in the army, a Captain Fielding, and his 
regiment having been ordered out to India, had accompanied her 
hushand, and letters had been received just before my return, an- 
nouncing their safe arrival at Ceylon. My second sister^ Mary, 
had also been engaged to be married , and from her infancy was of 
extremely delicate health. She was very handsome , and lauch ad- 
mired. Her intended husband was a baronet of good family ; but 
unfortunately she caught a cold at the assize ball , and went off in a 
decline. She died about two months before my arrival, and the 
family were in deep mourning. My third sister, Ellen, was still 
unmarried; she, also, was a very beautiful girl, and now seven- 
teen. My mother's constitution was much shaken by the loss of 
my sister Mary, and the separation from her eldest child. As for 
my father^ even the loss of his daughter appeared to be wholly for- 
gotten in the unwelcome intelligence which he had received, that 
my uncle's wife had been delivered of a son^ which threw him out 
of the anticipated titles and estates of my grandfather. It was In- 
deed a house of mourning. My mother's grief 1 respepted, and 
tried all I could to console her ; that of my father was so evidently 
worldly, and so at variance with his clerical profession, that I must 
acknowledge, I felt more of anger at it than sorrow. He had be- 
come morose and sullen, harsh to those around him , and not so 
kind to my mother as her state of mind and health made it his duty 
to be, even if inclination were wanted. He seldom passed any 
portion of the day vrith her, and in the evening she went to bed 
very early, so that there was little commuDtcalion between them. 
My sister was a great consolation to her, and so 1 hope was 1; she 
often said so, as she embraced me, and the tears rolled down her 
cheeks, and I conid not help surmising that those tears were 
doubled from the coolness and indifference , if not unkindness, 
with which my father behaved to her. As for my sister, she was 
an angel ; and as I witnessed her considerate attentions to my mo- 
ther, and the total forgetfoloess of self which she displayed, (so 
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different from my father, who was all self,) I often thought what a 
treasare she would prove to aoy man who was fortunate enough to 
winfaer Idve. Sucbwas the state of my family^when I returned to it. 
I bad been at home about a week, when one evening, after 
dinner, I submitted to my father the' propriety of trying to obtain 
my promotion. 

* * I can do nothing for you , Peter ; I have no interst whatever, " 
relied he moodily. 

*^I do not tbinii tirat much is required, Sir," replied I; ''my 
time will be served on the 20eh of next month. If I pass , which I 
trust I shall be able to do, my name having been mentioned in the 
public despatches will render it a point of no very great difficulty to 
obtain my commission at the request of my grandfather." 

"Yes, your grandfather might succeed , I have no doubt; but 
I think you jiave little chance now in that quarter. •My brother has 
a son, and we are thrown out. You are not aware, Peter, how 
selfish people are, aed how little they wiH exert tl>emselves for 
their relations. Your grandfather has never invited me , since the 
announcement of my brother's increase to bis family. Indeed , I 
have never been near him , for I Jsiiow tliat it is of no use." 

''I must think otherwise of Lord Privilege^ my dear father, 
until your opinion is confirmed by bis own conduct. That I am not 
so much an object of interest, I grant; but still he was very kind, 
and appeared to be partial to me." 

** Well , well, you can try all you can ; but you '11 soon sec of 
what stuff this world is made; I am sure I hope it will be so, for 
what is to become of you children if I die, I do not know ; — I have 
saved little or nothing. And now all my prospects are blasted by 
this — " and my father dashed his fist upon the table in a uMun^r 
by no means clerical , and with a look very unworthy of aa apostle. 

I am sorry that I must thus speak of my father, but I must not 
disguise the truth. Siill, I must say, there was much In extenaa^ 
tion of his conduct. He had always a disUke to the profession of 
the church : his ambition , as a young man» had been to enter the 
army , for which service he was much better qualified : but , as it 
has been the custom for centuries to entail all the property of tlie 
aristocracy upon the eldest son, and leave the other brothers to be 
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supported by the state , or rather by the people , who are taied for 
their provision, my father was not permitted to follow the bent of 
his own inclination. An elder brother had already selected the army 
as his profession , and it was therefore decided that my father 
should enter the church ; and thus it is that we have had, and still 
have, so many people in that profession, who are not only totally 
unGt for, bat who actually disgrace, their calling. The law of 
primogeniture is beset with evils and injustice ; yet without it , the 
aristocracy of a country must sink into insignificance. It appears 
to me , that as long as the people of a country are content to sup- 
port the younger sons of the nobility , it is well that the aristocracy 
should be held up as a third estate , and a link between the sover- 
eign and the people ; but that if the people are either too poor , or 
are unwilling to be so taxed , they have a right to refuse taxation for 
such purposes, and to demand that the law of primogeniture should 
be abolished. • , 

I remained at home until my time was complete, and then set 
off for Plymouth to undergo my examination. The passing-day 
had been fixed by the admiral for the Friday , and , as I arrived on 
Wednesday, I amused myself during the day, walking about the 
dock-yard, and trying all I could to' obtain further information in 
my profession. On the Thursday , a party of soldiers from the de- 
p6t were embarking at the landing-place in men-of-war boats, 
and, as I understood, were about to proceed to India. I witnessed 
the embarkation , and waited till they shoved off, and then walked 
to the anchor wharf to ascertain the weights of the respective an- 
chors of the different classes of vessels in the King's service. 

I had not been there long, when I was attracted by the squab- 
bling created by a soldier, who, it appeared, had quitted the 
ranks to run up to the tap in the dock-yard to obtain liquor. He 
was very drunk , and was followed by a young woman with a child 
in her arms , who was endeavouring to pacify him. 

*'Now be quiet, Patrick, jewel," said she, clinging to him, 
** sure it 's enough that you 've left the ranks, and will come to dis- 
grace when you get on board. Now, be quiet, Patrick, and let 
us ask for a boat, and then perhaps the oifficer will think it was all 
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a mistake, and let you off aisy ; and sure 1 11 spake to Mr. O'Roarke, 
and he 's a kind man." 

"Out wid you, you cratur, it is Mr. O'Rourke you 'd .be ha- 
ying a conversation wid, and he be chucking you under that chin 
of yours. Out vid you, Mary, and lave me to find my way on 
board. Is it a boat I want , when I can swim like St. Patrick , wid 
my head under my arm , if it wasn't on my shoulders? At all 
events , I can wid my nappersack and musket to boot." 

The young woman cried , and tried to restrain him , but ha 
broke from her, and running down to the wharf, dashed off into 
the water. The young woman ran to the edge of the wharf, per- 
ceived him sinking, and shrieking with despair, threw up her arms 
in her agony. The child fell, struck on the edge of the piles, turned 
over, and before I could catch hold of it , sank into the sea. '*The 
child ! the child ! " burst forth in another wild scream , and the 
poor creature lay at my feet in violent fits. I looked over, the 
child had disappeared; but the soldier was still struggling with his 
head above water. He sank and rose again — a boat was pulling 
towards him , but he was quite exhausted. He threw back his 
arms as if in despair, and was about disappearing under the wave, 
when , no longer able to restrain myself, I leaped off the high 
wharf, and swam to his assistance , just in time to lay hold of him 
as he was sinking for the last time. I had not been in the water a 
quarter of a minute before the boat came up to us , and dragged us 
onboard. The soldier was exhausted and speechless. I, of course, 
was only very wet. The boat rowed to the landing-place at my re- 
quest, and we were both put on shore. The knapsack which was 
fixed on the soldier's back, and his regimentals , indicated that he 
belonged to the regiment just embarked ; and I stated my opinion, 
that as soon as he was a little recovered , he had better be taken on 
board. As the boat which picked us up was one of the men-of-war 
boats, the officer who had been embarking the troops, and had 
been sent on shore again to know if there were any yet left behind, 
consented. In a few minutes the soldier recovered , and was able 
to sit up and speak , and I only waited to ascertain the state of the 
poor young woman whom I had left on the wharf. In a few minutes 
she was led to us by the warder, and the scene between her and 
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her busbaod was most afliecting. When she had become a iitUe 
composed, she turned round to me, where I stood dripping wet, 
and, ioterraiagled with lamentation for the child, showeriog down 
emphatic blessings on my head , inquired my name. *^6ive it to 
me 1 " she cried ; ** give it to me on paper , in wriltog, that I nny 
wearitoext my heart, read and kiss it every day of nay life, aod 
n&ver forget to pray for you , 4nd to :hless you ! " 

*« I '11 tell it yon. My aame — " 

**Nay, write it down for me — write it down. Sure yon *\l 
not refuse me. AH the saints bless you, dear young man, for 
saving a poor wotnan from despair I!' 

The officer commanding the boat handed me a pencil and a 
card ; I wrote my name and gave it to the poor woman ; she took 
my hand as I gave it her, kissed the card repeatedly, and put it 
into her bosom. The officer, impatient to shove off, ordered her 
husband into the boat — she followed, clinging to him, wet as he 
was — the boat shoved off, and I hastened up to the inn to dry my 
clothes. I could not help observing, at the time , how the fear of 
a greater evil will absorb all consideration for a minor. Satisfied 
that Jier husband had not perished , she had hardly once appeared 
to remember that she had lost her child. 

I. had only brought one suit of clodies with me: Ibey wereta 
veryi^ood condition when I amved, but salt water plays the devil 
with a uniform. I lay ia bed itntil they were dry ; but when I put 
them on again , «ot being before too large for me , for I grew very 
fast , they were now shrunk and 'SbriveHed up , so as to be much 
too small. My wrists appeared ibelow the aleeves af my «oai — 
my trowsers had shrank half way up to my knees — the buttons 
were all tarnished , and altogether I<?ertaiiriy did not wear4he ap- 
pearance of a .gentlemanly, smart tmidshipuMoi. I ^woull thave 
ordered another suit, but the exaa^inatiaaniaa to t^ke place at «cd 
^o'clock the next morning, amdliheffewas do time. I was.tbefefoiie 
obliged to appear as I was, on the <|uarter-^eck of the line^o^ 
baule ahip , on board of which the {laasing was to lake |riaoe. 
Many others were thcfe to undergo the aame ordeal , all strangers 
'o me, and , as I perceived by their nods and winks to oaeh otiMr, 
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as they walked up aod defwa in l&eir smart ckrthes , not at all in- 
clined to make my acqoaintAiiee. 

There were many befi&re me «a the list, jod ^wr hearts beat 
every time that a name was called, and the owner of U walked aft 
into the cabin. Some returned wHh jocund faces , and our hopes 
mounted with the anticipation of^imiiargood fortune ; others oaine 
out melancholy and erest-fallen , and then the eipress^on of their 
countenances was commanicaied to o«r own , and we qaail^d with 
fear and iq[)preheBsioo. I have «o hesitation in tsserthig, that 
although * 'passing " may be a proof of being qualified, '^ not pass- 
ing" is certainly no proof to the contrary. I have kino«fFn many 
of the cleverest young men turned back (while otbers of inferior 
abilities have succeeded) , merely from the feeling «f awe occa- 
sioned by the peculiarity of the situation ; and it is not to be won- 
dered at, when It is considered that all the labour and exertion of 
six years are at stake at this appailing moment. At tast my -name 
was called, and, almost breathless from anxiety, I entered the 
cabin , where I found myself in presence of the three captains who 
were to decide whether I were fit to hold a commission in his Ma- 
jesty's service. My logs and certificates were examined and ap- 
proved; my time calculated and allowed to be correct. The 
questions in natigation which were put to me were very few, for 
the best of atl possible reasons, that most captains in his Ma- 
jesty's service know Itttle or nothing of navigation. During their 
servitude as midshipmen, (hey learn it by rote^ without being 
aware of the principles upon which the calculations they use are 
foujnded. As lieutenants , their services as to navigation are sel- 
dom required, and they rapidly forget all about it. As captains, 
their whole remnant of mathematical knowledge consists in being 
able to set down the ship's position on the chart. As for naviga- 
ting the ship, the master is answerable ; and the captains not being 
responsible themselves, they trust entirely to Iris reckoning. Of 
course there are eieeptioos , but What 1 state Is the fact ; and if an 
order from the Admiralty irarsgiven , that all carptalns should pass 
again , although they might acquit themselves very well in sea- 
manship, nineteen out of twenty would be turned back ^henthey 
were questioned in uvi^aiioo. it >is from the taae^ledge of this 
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They replied io the negative; my passing certificate was signed 
and the captains did me the honour to shake bands with me , and 
wish me speedy promotion. Thus ended happily this severe trial 
to my poor nerres ; and , as I came out of the cabin , no one coold 
have imagined that I had been in snch distress within , when they 
beheld the joy that irradiated my countenance. 

CHAPTER XIX. 

Is a chapter of plots — Oatholic castiistry fn a new cassrock — Plotting 
promotes promotion — A peasant's love, and a peer's peevishness — 
Prospects of prosperity. 

As soon as I arrived at the hotel , I sent for a Plymouth paper, 
and cut out the paragraph which had been of such Importance to 
me in my emergency, and the neit morning returned home to re- 
ceive the congratulations of my family. I found a letter from 
O'Brien, which had arrived the day before. It was as folk)ws : — 

** My dear Peter, 

*' Some people, they say, are lucky to * have a father born before 
them,' because they are helped on in the world — upon which prin- 
ciple, mine was born qfter me, that 's certain ; however, that can't 
be helped. I found all my family well and hearty : but they all shook 
a cloth in the wind with respect to toggery. As for Father M*Grath's 
cassock, he didn't complain of it without reason. Itwasthegfaostofa 
garment; but, however, with the blessing of God, my last quarterly 
bill, and the help of a tailor, we have had a regular refit, and (he 
ancient family of the O'Briens of Ballyhihch are now rigged from 
stem to starn. My two sisters are both to be spliced to young squi- 
reens in the neighbourhood ; it appears that they only waited for a 
dacent town gown to go to the church in. They will be turned off 
next Friday , and I only wish , Peter, you were here to dance at the 
weddings. Never mind , I '11 dance for you and for myself too. In 
the mean time, I '11 just (ell you what Father M'Grath and I have 
been doing, all about and consarning that thief of an uncle of yours. 

*'It 's very little or nothing at all that Father M'Grath did before 
I came back, seeing as how Father O'Toole had a new cassock. 
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«nd Father ]|f*Grath*s was so sballby that he couldn't face him un- 
der such a disadvantage; but still Father M*Grath spied about him, 
and had- several hints from here and from there, aH of which, when 
I came to add them up, amounted to just nothing at all. 

* ' But since I came home, we have been busy. Father M^t'ath 
went down to Ballycleugh , as bold as a lion in his new clothing, 
swearing tiiat he 'd lead Father O'Toole by the nose for slamming 
the door in his face , and so he would have done, if be could have 
found bim ; but as he wasn't to be found , Father M'Grath came 
back again just as wise, and quite as brave, as he went out. 

"So, Peter, Ijust took a wall( that way myself, and, as I sur- 
rounded the old house where your uncle had taken up his quarters, 
who should I meet but the little girl, Ella Flanagan, who was in his 
service; and I said to myself, 'There's two ways of obtaining things 
in this world, one is for love, and the other is for money.' The 
O'Briens are better off in the first article than in the last, as most of 
their countrymen are, so I 've been spending it very freely in your 
service, Peter. 

** * Sure ,* says I , * you are the little girl that my eyes were ever 
looking upon when last I was this way/ 

*' * And who are you?* says she. 

*" Lieutenant O'Brien, of his Majesty's service, just come 
home for a minute to look out for a wife,' says I; 'and it's one about 
your make, and shape, and discretion that would please my fancy.' 

" And then I praised her eyes, and her nose, and her forehead, 
and so downwards, until I came to the soles of her feet ; and asked 
her leave to see her again , and when she would meet me in the 
wood and tell me her mind. At first, she thought (sure enough) 
that I couldn't be in earnest , but I swore by all the saints that she 
was the prettiest girl in the parts — and so she is altogether — and 
then she listened to my blarney. The devil a word did I say about 
your uncle or your aunt, or Father M*Grath , that she might not 
suspect, for I 've an idea that they 're all in the story. I only talked 
about my love for her pretty self, and that blinded her, as it will all 
women, 'cute as they may be. 

' "And now, Peter, it *s three weeks last Sunday, that I 've been 
bespeaking this poor girl for your sake, and my conscience tells me 

20* 



308 



that it *s not right to make the poor crature fond of me , seeing as 
how that I don't care a fig for her in the way of a wife, and in any 
other way it would be the ruin of the poor thing. I have speken to 
Father M'Grath on the subject, who says, * that we may do evil that 
good may come, and, that if she has been a party to the deceit, it 's 
nothing but proper that she should be punished in this world , and 
that will, perhaps, save her in the next; ' still I don't like it, Peter, 
and it 's only for you among the living that I 'd do such a thing ; for 
the poor creature now hangs upon me so fondly , and talks about 
the weddiog-day; and tells me long stories about the conneiions 
which have taken place between the O'Flanagans and the O'Briens, 
times bygone, when they were all in their glory. Yesterday, as we 
sat in the wood, with her arm round ray waist, *£lla, dear,' says I, 
' who are these people that you stay with?' And then she told me 
all she knew about their history, and how Mary Sullivan was a 
nurse to the baby. 

** * And what is the baby?' says I. 

** * A boy , sure,* says she. 

*'*And Sullivan's baby?' 

"'That's a girl.' 

*' * And is Mary Sullivan there now?' 

*' *No ,' says she; *it 's yestreen she left with her husband and 
baby, to join the regiment that 's going out to Ingy.' 

'**Yesterday she left?' says I, starting up. 

*' ' Yes,' replies she, 'and what do you care about them?' 

'* *It 's very much I care ,' replied I, * for a little bird has whis- 
pered a secret to me.' 

** * And what may that be? ' says she. 

** * Only that the childer were changed , and you know it as well 
as I do.' But she swore that she knew nothing about it, and that 
she was not there when either of the children was born, and I be- 
lieve that she told the truth. ' Well,' says I, * who' tended the lady?' 

* ' * My own mother, ' says Ella. * And if it was so, who can know 
but she?' 

** * Then,' says I, * Ella, jewel, I 've made a vo^w that I 'II never 
marry, till I find out the truth of this matter; so the sooner you get 
it out of your mother the better.' Then she cried very much , and I 
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was almost ready to cry too, to see how the poor thing was vexed at 
the idea of not being married. After a while , she swabbed up her 
cheeks, and kissing me , wished me good-by, swearing by all the 
saints that the truth should come out somehow or another. 

" It 's this morning that I saw her again, as agreed upon yester- 
day, and red her eyes were with weeping, poor thing; and she clung 
to me, and begged me to forgive her, and not to leave her; and then 
she told me that her mother was startled when she put the question 
to her, and chewed it, and cursed her when she insisted upon the 
truth ; and how she had fallen on her knees, and begged her mother 
not to stand in the way of her happiness, as she would die if she 
did, (I leave you to guess if my heart didn't smite me when she said 
that, Peter, but the mischief was dobe , ) and how her mother had 
talked about her oath and Father O'TooIe , and said that she would 
speak to him. 

**Now, Peter, I 'm sure that the childer have been changed, and 
that the nurse has been sent to the Indies to be out of the way. They 
say they were to go to Plymouth. The husband's name is, of course, 
O'Suliivan; so I 'd recommend you to take a coach and see what 
you can do in that quarter; in the mean time, I '11 try all I can for 
the truth in this, and will write again as soon as I can find out any 
thing more. All I want to do is to get Father M*Orath to go to the 
old devil of a mother, and I 'II answer for it, he '11 frighten her into 
swearing any thing. God bless you, Peter, and give my love to all 
the family. 

** Yours ever, 

"Terence O'Brien." 

This letter of O'Brien was the subject of much naeditation. The 
advice to go to Plymouth was too late, the troops having sailed some 
time ; and I had no doubt but that Mary Sullivan and her husband 
were among those who had embarked at the time that I was at that 
port to pass my examination. Show the letter to my father I would 
not, as it would only have put him in a fever , and his interference 
would, in all probability, have done more harm than good. I there- 
fore waited quietly for' more intelligence, and resolved to apply to 
my grandfather to obtain my promotion. 
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A few days afterwards I set off for Eagle Park, and arrived about 
eleven o'clock in the moraing. I sent in my namt, aaid was adinife- 
ted into the library, where I found Lord Privilege ia hi& easy efaair 
as usual. 

** Well, child," said he, remaining on bis chair, and not offer- 
ing even one finger to me, ** what do yoo want, that you come here 
without an invitation?" 

**0nly, my lord, to inquire after your health, and to thank you 
for your kindness to me in procuring me and Mr. O'Briea the ap- 
pointment to a fine frigate/' 

** Yes ," replied his lordship , *< I recollect — I think I did 80, 
at your request, and I think I heard some one say that you have 
behaved well , and bad been mentioned in the despatches." 

*'Yes, my lord," replied I, **aad I have since passed my ex- 
amination for lieutenant." 

**Well, child, I 'm glad to hear it. Remember me to your 
father and family." And his lordship cast his eyes down upon the 
book which he had been reading. 

My father's observations appeared to be well grounded, but I 
would not leave the room until I had made some further attempt. 

**Has your lordship heard from my uncle? " 

**Yes," replied he, ** I had a letter from him yesterday* The 
child is quite well. I eipect them all here in a fortnic;bA or three 
weeks, to live with me altogether. I am old — getting very old, 
and I shall have much to arrange with your uncle before I die." 

**If I might request a favour of your lordship, it would be to 
beg that you would interest yourself a little in obtaining my pro- 
motion. A letter from your lordship to the First Lord — only a 
few lines—" , 

** Well, child, I see no objection — only — I am very old, too 
old to write now." And his lordship again commenced Heading. 

I must do Lord Privilege the justice to state that he evideBliy 
was fast verging to a state of second childhood. He^was much 
bowed down since I had last sefn him, and appeared infirm in 
body as well as mind. 

I waited at least a quarter of an hour before his lordslnp looked 

up. 
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** What not gone yet, «hild? I thought you had gone home." 

'*Your lordship was kind enough to say that you had noob-' 
jection to write a few lines to the First Lord in my behaUl I trust 
your lordship will not refuse me." 

** Well/' replied he, peevishly, ** so I did — but I am too,old, 
too old to write — I cannot see t- I can hardly hold a pen." 

** WiUjour lordship allow me the honour of writing the ietter 
for your lordship's signature? " 

"Well,, child — yes — I *ve no objection. Writic as follows 
— na ^ wi^ite any thing you please — and I 'II sign it, I wish your 
uncle WilUam wer« come." 

This was more than I did, I had a great mind to show him 
O'Brien's letter , but I thought it would be cruel to raise doubts^ 
and harass the mind of a person so close to the brink of the grave. 
The truth would never be ascertained during his life, I thought; 
and why, therefore, should I give him pain? At all events, al- 
though I had the letter ia my pocket, I resolved not to make use of 
it except as a dernier resort. 

I went to aipiother tabie , and sat down to write the letter. As 
his lordship had said that I might write what I pleased , it occurred 
to me that I might assiat O'Brien , and I felt sure that his lordship 
would not take the trouble to read the letter. I therefore wrote as 
follows, while Lord Privilege continued to read his book : -* 

** My Lord, — You will confer a very great favour upon me, if 
you will hasten the commission which , I have no doubt , is in 
preparation for my nephew , Mr. Simple , who has passed his ex- 
amination , and has been mentioned in the public despatches ; 
and also that you will not lose sight of Lieutenant O'Brien, who has 
so distinguished himself by his gallantry in the various cuttlng-out 
expeditions in the West Indies. Trusting that your lordship will 
not fail to comply with my earnest request, I have the honour to be 
your lordship's very obedient humble servant." 

I brought this letter, with a pen fuU of ink^ an4. the notee.of 
my approach induced his lordship to look up. He stared. at.,&i^ 
as baving forgptt^n the whole cii;c^fn$tance — then said.'-* **0 
yes ! I recollect , so I did — give>me,the pen." With a tFemhliog 



312 



hand he signed his name, and gave lAe back the letter without 
reading it, as I expected. 

"There, child, don't tease me any more. Good-by; re- 
member me to your fattier." 

I wished his lordship a good morning, and went away well 
satisfied with the result of my expedition. On my arrival I showed 
the letter to my father, who was much surprised at my success, 
and he assured me that my grandfather's interest was so great with 
the administration, that I might consider my promotion as certain. 
That no accident might happen , I immediately set off for London, « 
and delivered the letter at the door of the First Lord with my own 
hands , leaving my address with the porter. 

CHAPTER XX. 

O'Brien and myself take a step each, pari passu — A family reunion, 
productive of any thing but unity ~ My uncle, not always the best 
friend. 

A FEW days afterwards I left my card with my address with the 
First Lord, and the next day received a letter from his secretary, 
which , to my delight, informed me that my commission had been 
made out some days before. I hardly need say that I hastened to 
Uke it up , and when paying my fee to the clerk , I ventured , at a 
hazard, to inquire whether he knew the address of Lieutenant 
O'Brien. 

"No," replied he, **I wish to find it out, for he has this day 
been promoted to the rank of Commander." 

I almost leaped with joy when I heard this good news. I gave 
O'Brien's address to the clerk, hastened away with my invaluable 
piece of parchment in my hand , and set off immediately for my 
father's house. 

But I was met with sorrow. My mother had been taken severely 
ill , and I found the house in commotion — doctors , and apothe- 
caries, and nurses, running to and fro, my father in a state of 
excitement, and my dear sister in tears. Spasm succeeded spasm ; 
and although every remedy was applied , the next evening she 
breathed her last. I will not attempt to describe the grief of my 
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father , who appeared to feel remorse at his late unkind treatment 
of her, my sister, and myself. These scenes must be imagined 
by those who have suffered under similiar bereavements. I exerted 
myself to console my poor sister, who appeared to cling to me as 
to her only support, and, after the funeral was over, we recovered 
our tranquillity, although the mourning was still deeper in our 
hearts than in our outward dress. I had written to O'Brien to an- 
nounce the mournful intelligence , and, like a true friend, he im- 
mediately made his appearance to console me. 

O'Brien had received the letter from the Admiralty, acquainting 
him with his promotion ; and, two days after he arrived, went to 
lake up his commission. I told him frankly by what means he had 
obtained it, and he again concluded his thanks by a reference to 
the mistake of the former supposition , that of my being **the fool 
of the family." 

*' By the powers , it would be well for any man if he had a few 
of such foolish friends about him,'' continued he; **butl wo'n*t 
blarney you, Peter; you know what my opinion always has been, 
80 we '11 say no more about it." 

When he came back , we had a long consultation as to the best 
method of proceeding to obtain employment, for O'Brien was 
aniious to be again afloat, and so was I. I regretted parting with 
my sister, but my father was so morose and ill-tempered, that I 
had no pleasure at home , except in her company. Indeed , my 
sister was of opinion, that it would be better if I were away, as my 
father's misanthropy, now unchecked by my mother, appeared to 
have increased, and he seemed to view jne with positive dislike. 
It was, therefore, agreed unanimously between my sister, and 
me, and O'Brien, who was always of our councils, that it would 
be advisable that I should be again afloat. 

**I can manage him much better when alone, Peter; I s)iall 
have nothing to occupy me , and take me away from him , as your 
presence does now; and, painful as it is to part with you, my 
duty to my father, and my wish for your advancement, induce me 
to request that you will, if possible, find some means of obtaining 
employment." 

Spoken like a hero , as ye are, Miss Ellen, notwithstanding 
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jour pretty lico jod soft eyes," sakt O'BrieOb ''And oaw, Pelcr, 
for the »e«os to briog it abma. If I €«e gi»i a slup^ thert is no 
fear for you , as I skaU chooM you for my UcateBaal ; but bow is 
tbat to be managed ? Do you tbink tbat you can couie o?er Ibe old 
geoileroaD at Eagle Patk?" 

**At all eveota 1 '11 try/' replied I; ''I can b«t be floored, 
O'Brieo/' 

Accordkigly, the next day I setoff for my grandfather's, and 
was put down at the lodge, at the usual hour, about eloYeu o'clock. 
I walked up the avenue , and knocked at the door : wheo it was 
opened, I pereeived a hesitation among the servants, and a cou- 
strained air which I did not like. I inquired after Lord Privileige — 
the aMwer was, that he was pjrelty well, bu4 did not seoa«^ body. 

**Is my uncle here?" saUil. 

*'Yes, Sir," replied the servant, with a siguiicaQ( Uoki 
" and all his fiiiuily are hare too," 

**Areyou sufe thatlcaunotseeiuygT^n^fa^r," saidlklay-r 
log a stress upon the woivi. 

**I will tell him that you are here, Sir," replied the jwif^ **b]ift 
even that is against ord«rs«" 

I bad never seen my uncle since I was a child, and.coub} not 
even recollect him — my cousins, or my aunt, I had oeyer met 
with. lu A minute , an answer was brought, requesting that I 
would walk into the library. When I was usbired in, I found my-^ 
self in the presence of Lord Privile^, who sat in bis usual place, 
and a tall gentleiuau, whom I knew at once to be my uncle, from 
bis likeness to my father. 

** Here is the young gentleman, my lord," said my uncle, lookr 
iog at me sternly. 

**Heh! what — oh! I recollect. Well, child, so you've been 
behaving very 1(1 -^ sorry to bear it. Good-rby." 

** fiehaviag ill , my lord ! " replied h ** I am not aware of ba* 
ving so done. " 

* ' Reports are certainly very much against you , nephew , " ob^ 
served my nude dryly* ' * Some one has told your grandfather wba( 
has much displeased him. I know nothing about it myself.' 

«*Tbeo some rascal has slandered me, Sir," replied I. 
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My uncle started at the word rascal ; cod then recovering' him- 
self, replied, **WeIl, nephew, what is it that yoa require of Lord 
Privilege , for I presume this visit is not without a oausft?" 

**Sir," replied I, "my visit to Lord Privilege was., first to 
thank him for having procured me my commissioa as< lieutenant, 
and to request the favour that he would obtain me active, employ- 
ment , which a line from him will effect immediately/' 

**I was not aware, nephew, that you h^d been made liea- 
tenant; but I agree with you, Uiat the more you are at sea the 
better. His lordship shall sigu the letter, ^t down." 

* ' Shall I write it , Sir ? " said I to my i],acle : * * I koow whal ta 
say." 

** Yes ; and bring it to me when it is written." 

I felt convinced that the only reason whidi induced my uncle to 
obtain me employment , was the idea that I should be better out of 
the way, and that there was more risk at sea than on shore. I took 
a sheet of paper , and wrote as follows * — 

"My Lord , — May I request that your lordship will be pleased 
to appoint the bearer of this to a ship , as soon as coavenieot, as I 
wisb him to be actively employed. 

"lam, m, lord, Ac. Ac." 

* * Why not mention your name ? " 

* * It is of no consequence ," replied I , * ' as it wili be delivered 
10 person , and that will insure my speedy a|>f)ouitni£nt*" 

The letter was placed before his lordship for siguatuDe. It was 
with some difficulty that he was made to understand thai he was t« 
sign it. The old gentleman appeared much JOftore imbeeile than 
wken I last saw him. I thanked him, folded up the lettsr, and 
put it in my pocket. At last, he looked at m«, and a sudden -flash 
of recollecUen appeared to come across his mind. 

"Well, child — so you escaped from the French prison — 
beh! and how 's your friend ; what is his name, heh?" 

"O'Brien, my lord." 

"O'Brien!" cried my uncle» "he is ^<mr friend; then, Sir, 
I presume it is to you that I am iode|)ted for all the inquiries, and 
reports which are so industriously circulated in Ireland — the tai»« 
pering with my servants — and other impertinences? " 
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I did not choose to detiy the truth , although I was a little flut- 
tered by the sudden manner in which it came to light. I replied, 
"I never tamper with any people's servants , Sir/' 

**No/' said he, *' but you employ others so to do. I disco- 
vered the whole of your proceedings , after the scoundrel left for 
England." 

"If you apply the word scoundrel to Captain O'Brien ; Sir, in 
his name I contradict it." 

''As you please, Sir," replied my uncle , in a passion; "but 
you will oblige me by quilting this house immediately, and expect 
nothing more, either from the present or the future Lord Privilege, 
except that retaliation which your infamous conduct has deserved." 

I felt much irritated, and replied very sharply, *'From the pre- 
sent Lord Privilege I certainly expect nothing more, neither do I 
from his successor; but after your death , uncle, I expect that the 
person who succeeds to the title will do all he can for your humble 
servant. I wish you a good morning, uncle." 

My uncle's eyes flashed fire as I finished my speech , which in- 
deed was a very bold, and a very foolish one too , as it afterwards 
proved. I hastened out of the room , not only from the fear of 
being turned out of the house before all the servants, but also 
from the dread that my letter to the First Lord might be taken from 
me by force; but I never shall forget the scowl of vengeance which 
crossed my uncle's brows , as I turned round and looked at him ai^ 
I shut the door. I found my way out without the assistance of the 
servants , and hastened home as fast as I could. 

** O'Brien ," said I, on my return , *' there is no time to be lost; 
the sooner you hasten to town with this letter of introduction , the 
better it will be , for depiend upon it my uncle will do me all the 
harm that he can." I then repeated to him all that had passed, 
and it was agreed, that O'Brien should take the letter, which ha- 
ving reference to the bearer, would do as well for him as for me; 
and, if O'Brien obtained an appointment, I was sure not only of 
being one of his lieutenants , but also of sailing with a dear friend. 
The next morning, O'Brien set off for London, and fortunately saw 
the First Lord the day after his arrival ^ which was a levee day. The 
First Lord received the letter from O'Brien , and requested him to 
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sitdovD. He then read it, inquired after his lordship, asked 
whether his health was good , Sec, '^ 

O'Brien replied, ''that with the blessing of God , his lordship 
might live many years : that he had never heard him complain of ill 
health." All which was not false , if not true. I could not help 
observing to O'Brien , when he returned home and told me what 
had passed , *' that I thought , considering what he had expressed 
with respect to white lies and black lies , that he had not latterly 
adhered to his own creed." 

''That 's very true, Peter; and I 've thought of it myself, but 
it is my creed nevertheless. We all know what 's right, but we 
don't always follow it. The fatt is , I begin to think that it is ab- 
solutely necessary to fight the world with its own weapons. 1 spoke 
to Father M'Grath on the subject, and he replied, 'That if any one, 
by doing wrong, necessitated another to do wrong to circumvent 
him , that the tirst party was answerable, not only for his own sin, 
but also for the sin committed in self-defence.'" 

"But, O'Brien, I do not fix my faith so implicitly upon Father 
M'Grath; and 1 do not much admire many of his directions." 

" No more do I , Peter, when I think upon them ; but how am 
I to puzzle my head upon these points? All I know is, that when 
you are divided between your inclination and your duty, it 's 
mighty convenient to have a priest like Father M'Grath to decide 
for you , and to look after your soul into the bargain." 

It occurred to me, that I myself, when finding fault with 
O'Brien , had in the instance of both the letters from Lord Privi- 
lege, been also guilty of deceit. I was therefore blaming him for 
the same fault committed by myself; and I am afraid that I was too 
ready in consoling myself with Father M'Grath's maxim, 'That 
one might do evil, that good might come.' But to return to 
O'Briea's interview. 

Alter some little conversation , the First Lord said , " Captain 
O'Brien , I am always very ready to oblige Lord Privile ge , and the 
more so as his recommendation is of an officer of your merit. In a 
day or two, if you will call at the Admiralty, you wfll hear further." 
O'Brien wrote to us immediately, and we waited with impatience 
for his next letter; but Instead of the letter, be made his appear- 
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aDce OD the third day, and first huggiog me in his arms, he then 
came to m|i|ister, embraced her, and skipped and danced about 
the room. 

**What is the matter, O'Brien?" said I, while Ellen retreated 
in confusion. 

O'Brien puUed a parchment out of his pocket. '* Here, Peter, 
my dear Peter ; now for honour and glory. An erghteen-gun brig, 
Peter. The Rattlesnake — Captain O'Brien — West India station. 
By the holy father ! my heart 's bursting with joy ! " and down he 
sank into an easy chair. **An't I almost beside myself?" in- 
quired he, after a short pause. 

"Ellen thinks so, I dare say,'* replied I, looking at my sister, 
who stood in the corner of the room , thinking O'Brien was readly 
out of his senses , and still red with confoslon. 

, *^ O'Brien , who then called to mind what a slip of decorum he 
bad been gnihy of, immediately rose , and resuming his usual un- 
sophisticated politeness, as he walked up to my sister, took her 
band and said , ** Excuse me , my dear Miss Ellen : I must apolo- 
gize for my rudeness ; but my delight was so great and , my grati- 
tude to your brother so intense, that I am afraid that, in mj 
warmth, I allowed the expression of my feelings to extend to one so 
dear to him, and so like him in person and in mind. Will you only 
consider that jou received the overflowings of a grateful heart to- 
wards your brother , and for his sake pardon my indiscretion ?" 

Ellen smiled, and held outlier hand to 0*Bri«n^ who led her to 
the sofa, where we all three sat down : and O'Brien commenced a 
more intelligible narrative of what had passed. He had called on 
the day appointed, and sent up his card. The First Lord could 
not see him, but referred him to the private secretary, who pre- 
sented him with his commission to the Rattlesnake, eighteen -gun 
brig. The secretary smiled most graciously, and told. O'Brien ta 
confidence, that he would proceed to the West India station as 
soon as his vessel was manned and ready for sea. He Incpiired of 
O'Brien whom he wished as his first lieutenant. O'Brien replied 
that he wished for me ; but as , in all probability, I should not be 
of sufficient standing to be first lieutenant, that the Admiralty 
might appoint any other to the duty, provided I joined the ship. 
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The secretary made a minute of O'BrieD's wis^, and nituested 
him , H he bad a Taeancy to spare as midshipman, to allow him to 
send due on board; to which O'Brien willingly acceded, shook 
Ixaods with him, and O'Brien quitted the Admiralty to hasten down 
to us with the pleasing intelligence. 

** And now," said O^Brien , *' I have made up my mind bow to 
proceed. I shall first run down to Plymouth and hoist my pennant; 
then I shall ask for a fortnight's leave, and go to Ireland to see 
how they get on , and what Father M *Grath maj be about. So^ 
Peter, let 's pass this evening as happily as we can : for though you 
and I shall soon meet again, yet it may be years, or perhaps never, 
that we three shall sit down on the same sofa as we do now." 

Ellen, who was still nervous from the late death of my mother, 
looked down , and I perceived the tears start in her eyes at the re- 
mark of O'Brien , that perhaps we should never meet again. And 
I did pass a happy evening: my father dined out, and did not 
interrupt us. I had a dear sister on one side of me , and a sincere 
friend on the other. How few situations more enviable ! 

O'Brien left us early the next morning ; and, at breakfast time, 
a letter was handed to my father. It was from my uncle , coldly 
communicating to him that Lord Privilege bad died the night before 
very suddenly, and informing him that the burial would take place 
on that day week , and that the will would be opened immediately 
after the funeral. My father handed the letter over to me without 
saying a word, and sipped his tea with his tea-spoon. I cannot 
say that I felt very much on the occasion; but I did feel, because 
be bad been kind to me at one time : as for my father's feelings, I 
could not — or rather I should say, I did not wish to analyze them. 
As soQn as he had finished his cup of tea, he left the breakfast- 
table, and went into his study. I then communicated the intelli- 
gence to my sister Ellen. 

**MyGod!" said she, after a pause, putting her hand up to 
her eyes, *'what a strange, unnatural state of society must we 
have arrived at, when my father can thus receive the intelligence of 
a parent's death ! Is it not dreadful?" 

**It is, my dearest girl," replied I; "but every feeling has 
been sacrificed to worldly considerations and an empty name. 
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The younger sods have been neglected , if not deserted. Yirtae, 
talent, every thing set at naught — intrinsic value despised — and 
the only claim to consideration admitted, that of being the heir 
entail. When all the ties of nature are cast loose by the parents, 
can you be surprised if the children are no longer bound by them? 
Most truly do you observe , that it is a detestable state of society. " 

**I did not say detestable, brother; I said strange and un- 
natural. '' 

**Had you said what I said, Ellen, you would not have been 
wrong. I would not, for the title and wealth which it brings , be 
the heartless, isolated, I may say neglected, being that my grand- 
father was: were it offered now, I would not barter for it Ellen's 
love." 

Ellen threw herself in my arms ; we then walked into the gar- 
den, where we had a long conversation relative to our future 
wishes, hopes, and prospects. 
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BOOK III. 



CHAPTER I. 

Pompous obsequies — Tho reading of theviil, not exactly aftelr Wilkie 
— r am left a legacy — What becomes of it — My fatlier very warm^ 
writes a sermon to cool himself —I join O'Brien's brig, and fall in 
with Swinburne. 

On that day week I accompanied my father to Eagle Park, to 
assist at the barial of Lord Privilege. We were ushered into the 
room where the body had lain in state for three days. The black 
hangings, the lofty plumes, the rich ornaments on the coffin, and 
the number of wax candles with which the room was lighted , pro- 
duced a solemn and grand effect. I could not help , as I leaned 
against the balustrade before the coffin, and thought of its con- 
tents, calling to mind when my poor grandfather's feelings 
seemed, as it were, inclined to thaw in my favour, when he called 
me '*his child, " and, in all probability, had not my uncle had a 
son, would have died in my arms, fond and attached to me for my 
own sake, independently of wordly considerations. I felf that had 
I known him longer, I could have loved him, and that he would 
have loved me; and I thought to myself how little all these empty 
honours , after his decease , could compensate for the loss of those 
reciprocal feelings, which would have so added to his happiness 
during his existence. But he had lived for pomp and vanity; and 
pomp and vanity attended him to his grave. I thought of my sister 
Ellen , and of O'Brien , and walked away with the conviction that 
Peter Simple might have been an object of envy to tiie late Right 
Honourable Lord Viscount Privilege, Baron Corston , Lord Lieu- 
tenant of the county, and one of his Majesty's most Honourable 
Privy Councillors. 

Peter Simple, 21 
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When the funeral, which was very tedious and very splendid, 
was over, we all returned in the carriages to Eagle Park, where 
my unde, who had of course assumed the title, and who had 
attended as chief mourner, was in waiting to receive us. We were 
shown into the library , and in the chair so lately and constantly 
occupied by my grandfather, sat the new lord. Near to him were 
the lawyers, with parchments lying before them. As we severally 
entered, he waved his hand to unoccupied chairs, intimating to us 
to sit down ; but no words were exchanged , except an occasional 
whisper between him and the lawyers. When all the branches of 
the family were present, down to the fourth and fifth cousins, the 
lawyer on the ri^ht of my unele put on his spectacles , and dnrol- 
ling the parchment, commenced reading the will. I paid attention 
to it at tirst; but the legal technicalities puzzled me, and I was 
soon thinking of other matters, until after half an bourns reading, I 
wte started at the sound of my own name. It was a beqncfst by 
dodicii td me , of the sum of ten thousand pounds. Sly father, 
wbo sat by nie, gave me a slight push, to attract my attention; 
and I pierceived that his face was not quite so mournful as before. 
I was rejoicing at this unexpected intelligence. I called to mind 
what my father had said to me when we were returning frdni Eagle 
Park, '* thU diy grandfather's attentions to me were as good as ten 
thousand pounds in his will," and was reflecting hew strange it 
was that he had hit upoa the exact sum. I also thought of what my 
father had said of his own afiah^, and his hot havhtg sated any- 
thing for hid children , add congratulated myself that I should now 
be able to sdpport my dear sister Ellen , in case of any accident 
happening to my father , when I was roused by another mention of 
my name. It was a codicil dated about a weekltack , In which my 
grandfather, not pleased at my conduct , revoked the former codi- 
cil, and left me nothing. I knew where the blow came from, and 
I Iboked my uncle in the face; a gleam of malignant pleasure wUfi 
in his eyes, whith had been fixed on me, waiting to receive my 
gllanbe. I retuitied it with a smile expressive of scorn and con- 
tempt, and then looked at my father, who appeared to be fn a state 
of inisery. His head had fallen upon his breast, and his hands 
were clasped. Although I was shocked at the blow , f)>r I kiiew 
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how lAuch the nwoey was required, I felt too proud to show it; 
iadeed, I Ml that I wo«ld not for worlds have exchanged situations 
with my uncle, much less feelings; for when those who remain 
meet to aseertaki the disposition ma-de , by one who is summioned 
away to the tribunal of his Mker , of those worldly and perishable 
thinf^ whici he must leave behind him,, feelings of rancour and 
ifl-will mighty for the time, be permitted to subside, amd the me- 
mory of a ** departed brother*' be productive of charity and good- 
will. After a little reflection , I felt that I couMforgive my undo. 

Not so my father; the codicil which deprived me of my inheri- 
tance, was the last of the wilt, and the lawyer rolled up the pafeh- 
ment and took off bis spectacles. Everybody rose; my father 
seised his hat, a(nd telling me In a harsh voice to follow blin, tore 
off the crape weepers, and then threw them on the floor as he 
walked away. I also took off mine, and laid them on the table, 
and followed him. My father eatled his carriage , waited in the 
hall till it was diiiven np, and jumped hlte it. I followed him ; he 
drew up the blind, and- desired them to drive borne. 

*^Not a sitpence! By the God of heaven, not a sixpence ! My 
name not even mentioned, eicept for a paltry moiirnfiig ring! 
And yours — pray, Sir, what have you been about, after having 
such a sum left you, to forfeit yoUr grandfather's good opinion? 
Heh ! Sir — tell me directly ," continued he , turning round to 
me in a rage. 

** Nothing, mydearfhlher, that I am aware of. My uncle is 
evidently my enemy." 

**And why should he 'be particularly your enemy? Peter, 
there must be some reason for his having induced your grandfether 
to alter his becjuest in your favour. I insist upon it, Sir, that 
you tell me immediately." 

**My dear father, when you are more calm, I will talk this 
matter over with you. I hope I shall not be consider^ wanting in 
respect, when I say, that, as a clergyman of the cAnrcii of Eng- 
land - " 

**B ~ n the church of England, and those that put me into it ! 
replied my father, maddened with rage. 

I was shocked , and held my tongue. My father appeared also 

n* 
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to be confused at bis hasty expressions. He sank back m his 
carriage, and preserved a gloomy silence until we arrived at oar 
own door. As soon as we entered , my father hastened to his 
own room, and I went up to my sister EUen, who was in her bed- 
room. I revealed to her all that had passed , and advised with her 
on the propriety of my communicating to my father the reasons 
which had occasioned my uncle's extreme aversion towards me. 
After much argument, she agreed with me, that the disclosure 
had now become necessary. 

After the dinner-cloth had been removed, my sister left the 
room , and went up stairs, and I then communicated to my father 
the circumstances which had come to our knowledge relative to my 
uncle's establishment in Ireland. He heard me very attentively, 
took out tablets , and made notes. 

*'Well, Peter/' said he, after a few minutes' silence, when 
I had finished , * *I see clearly through this whole business. I have 
no doubt but that a child has been substituted to defraud you and 
me of our just inheritance of the title and estates; but I will now 
set to work and try if I cannot find out the secret; and, with the 
help of CapUin O'Brien and Father M*Grath, I think it is not at 
all imppssible." 

'' O'Brien wiU do all that he can. Sir," replied I; '< and I ex- 
pect soon to hear from him. He must have now been a week in 
Ireland." 

**I shall go there myself," replied my father; ''and there are 
no means that I will not resort to , to discover this infamous plot. 
No," exclaimed he, striking his fist on the table, so as to shiver 
two of the wine-glasses into fragments -7- ''no means but I will 
resort to." 

"That is," replied I, "my dear father, no means which may 
be legitimately employed by one of your professh>n." 

"I tell you, no means that can be used by man to recover his 
defrauded rights ! Tell me not of legitimate means, when I am to 
lose a title and property by a spurious and illegitimate substitu- 
tion! By the Go#of heaven, I will meet them with fraud for 
fraud , with false swearing for false swearing , and with blood for 
blood, if it should be necessary! My brother has dissolved all 
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ties , and I will have my right, even if I demand it with a pistol al 
his ear." 

'*For Heaven's sake, my dear father , do not be so violent — 
recollect your profession." 

'*Ido," replied he, bitterly; *'and how I was forced into i^ 
against my will. I recollect my father's words, the solemn cool- 
ness with which he told me, *I had my choice of the church, or 
to starve.' — But I have my sermon to prepare for to-morrow, and 
I can sit here no longer. Tell £ilen to send me in some tea." 

I did not think my father was in a very fit state of mind to write 
a sermon, but I held my tongue. My sister joined me, and we 
saw no more of him till breakfast the next day. Before we met, I 
received a letter from O'Brien. 

''My dear Peter, 

'*I ran down to Plymouth , hoisted my pennant, drew my jol- 
lies from the dock-yard , and set my first lieutenant to work get- 
ting in the ballast and water-tanks. I then set off for Ireland, and 
was very well received as Captain O'Brien by my family, who were 
all flourishing. Now , that my two sisters are so' well married off, 
my father and mother are very comfortable , but rather lonely ; for 
I believe I told you long before, that it had pleased Heaven fo take 
aU the rest of my brothers and sisters, except (he two now married, 
and one who bore up for a nunnery, dedicating her service to God, 
after she was scarred with the small-pox, and no man would look 
at her. Ever since the family have been grown up , my father and 
mother have been lamenting and sorrowing that none of them 
would go oif; and now that they 're all gone off one way or another, 
they cry all day becnuse they are left alt alone , with no one to keep 
company withjhem; except Father M'Grath and the pigs. We 
never are to be contented in tins world, that 's sartain; and now 
that they ai^ comfortable in every respect, they find that they are 
very uncomfortable, and having obtained all their wishes, they 
wish every thing back again ; but as old Maddocks used to say, 
*A good growl is better than a bad dinner' with some people; and 
the greatest pleasure that they now have is to grumble ; and if that 
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makes them happy, they must be happy all day loDg — for the 
devil a bit do they leave ofT from morning till night. 

"The first thing that I did was to send for Father U'Qrath, who 
had been more away from home than usual —I presume, not find* 
lug things quite so comfortable as they used to be. He told me 
Ihat he had met with Father 0*Toole , and had a bit of a dialogue 
with him , which had ended in a bit of a row , and that he had cud- 
gelled Father OToole well , and tore his gown off his back , and 
then tore it into shivers , — that Father O'Toole had referred the 
case to the bishop, and that was how the matter stood just then. 
"But,' says he, *the spalpeen has left this part of the country, 
and , what is more, has taken Ella and her mother with him ; and, 
what is stHl worse, no one could find out where they were gone; 
but it was believed that they had all been sent over the water. So 
you see, Peter, that this is a bad job in one point, which is, that 
we have no chance of getting the truth out of the old woman ; for 
now that we have war with France, who is to fSollow them? On 
the bttier hand , it is good news ; for it prevents me from decoylog 
that poor young girl , and making her believe what will never' come 
to pass; and I am not a little glad on that score, for Father 
M*Gr«th was told by those who were about her, that she did no- 
thing but weep and moan for two days before she went away, scold- 
ed as She was by her mother, and threatened by that blackguard 
O'Toole. It appears to me, that all our hopes bow are In finding 
out the soldier, and his wife the wet-nurse, who were sent to 
India — no doubt with the hope that the climate and the fevers 
may carry them off. That uncle of yours is a great blackguard, 
every bit of him. I shall leave here in three days, and you must 
join me at Plymouth. Make my compliments to your father, and 
my regards to your sister, whom may aU the saints preserve ! God 
bless her, for ever and ever. Amen. 

** Yours ever, 

'*TbrBNCB (yBRTRN." 

I put this letter into my father'^ hands when he eane out of his 
room. "This is a deep-laid plot," said he, **and I think we 
mnstlmmediately»do as O'Brien states — look after the ourse who 
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WAS scot to lodit. Bo you Jkoov the rc^meat to mhUk liflr lius*- 
baofdbeloogs?" 

*'Yes, Sir/' replied I; *M( is the 33rd» Mdabe aeUed for 
Mia about kbree moiuhs back." 

''Thenaoie, yoUiSay, Ithiok, is O'Sulliyaa," saidbe* puU- 
iDg out bis taUete. ** Well, I wUl write immediately to Gapliaia 
Fielding, and beg bim to make the minutest inguirieft. IiviHalso 
write to your sister Lucy, for women are mudi beener than men 
in affidrB of this sort. U the regimeot is ordered to Ceybm , all 
tbe better: if not, he must obtain furlough to prosecute his in* 
(fuiries. When that is done, I will go myself to Ireland, and try 
if we cannot trace the alber fuurtieft." 

My falber tbea \^ Ibe room , and I retired with Ellen to make 
preparations for joining my ship at Plymouth. A letter announcing 
my appointmeni had come 4o]rD , and I had written to rMfuest my 
commissiaa to be forwarded to the clerk of the cheque ai Ply- 
mouth, that I might save a useless journey to LonA>n. Oo the 
following day I parted with my father and my dear sister, and, 
without any adventure , arrived at Plymouth Dock , where I met 
with O'Brien. The same day I reported myself to the admiral , and 
joined my brig, which was lying alongside the hulk with her top- 
masts pointed through. Beturniag from the brig, as I was walking 
up Foreitreet, I observed a fine stout sailor, whose back was 
tmroed te me, reading the handbill which had baen posted up 
everywhere, announcing that the Rattlesnake, Captain O'Brien, 
(about to proceed to the West India station , where doubloon* were 
so plentiful , that dollars were only used for ballast,) was in want 
of a fow stout hands. It might bare been said , of a great many ; 
for we had not entered six men , and were doing aU the work with 
the marines and riggers of the docL-yard ; but it is not the custom 
to show your porerty in this world either with regard to men or 
money.' I stopped, and overheard him say, *'Ay, as for the 
doubloons, that eock won't fight. I 've served long enough in the 
West Indies not to be hambo^ged ; but I wonder whether Gaplaia 
O'Brien wu the second lieutenant of theStBgUcr. If soi, I«bonMn't 
mind trying a cruise with him." 

I thought that I reeoUeded the Toiee , and toucMog him on (he 
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shoulder, kc taroed round, aud U prored to be Swinburne. 
"What, Swioburaer* said I, shaking him by the hand, for I 
was delighted to seem him , " is it you?'* 

**Why, Mr. Simple! Well, then, I eipect that I 'm right, 
and that Hr. O'Brien is made, and commands this craft. When 
you meet the pilot-^h , the shark arn't far off, you know." 

"You 're Tery right, Swinburae," said I, **in all except 
calling Captain O'Brien a shark. He 's no shark.'* 

*'No, that he arn't, except in one way; that is, that I expect 
he 'II soon show his teeth to the Frenchmen. Bat I beg your pardon , 
Sir ; " and Swinburne took off his hat. 

**0h! I understand; you did not perceive before that I had 
shipped the swab. .Yes , I 'm lieutenant of the Rattlesmdie, Swin- 
burne , and hope you 'II join us." 

*'There'smyhaoduponit, Mr. Simple," said he, smacking 
his great fist into mine so as to make it tingle. <* I 'm content if I 
know that the captain 's a good officer; but when there 's two, 
I think myself lucky. I '11 just take a boat, and put my name on 
the books , and then I '11 be on shore again to spend the rest of my 
money, and try if I can't pick up a few hands as volunteers, for I 
know where they all be stowed away. I was looking at the cratt this 
morning, and rather took a fancy to her. She has a d — d prettf 
run ; but I hope Captain O'Brien will take off her fiddle-head , and 
get one carved : I never knew a vessel do much with aJSdeUe-head." 

'*I rather think that Captain O'Brien has already applied to the 
Commissioner on the subject," replied I; '^at.all events , it wo'n't 
be very difficult to make the alteration ourselves." 

*'To be sure not," replied Swinbure; ''a coil of four-inch 
will make the body of the snake; I can carve out the head ; and as 
for a raUle, be blessed if I don't rob one of those beggars of watch-> 
men this very night. So goodbye, Mr. Simple, till we meet 
again." 

Swinburne kept his word; he joined the ship that afternoon, 
and the next day came off with six good hands, who had been in- 
duced from his representations.to join the brig. **Tt\\ Captain 
O'Brien," said he to me, *'not to be in too great a hurry to man 
his ship. I know where there are plenty to be had ; but I '11 try fair 
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means first.*' This he did, aod every day, almost; he brought off 
a man, and alt he did bring off were good able seamen. Others 
volunteered , and we were now more than half manned , and ready 
for sea. The admiral then gave us permission to send pressgangs 
onshore. 

**llr. Simple," said Swinburne, '*I 've tried all I can to per- 
suade a lot of fine chaps to enter, but they won*t. Now I 'm resolved 
that my brig shall be well manned ; and if they don't know what 's 
good for them , I do , and I 'm sore that they '11 thank me for it 
afterwards; so I 'm determined to take every mother's son of 
them." 

The same night, we mustered all Swinburne's men, and went 
on shore to a crimp's house which they knew i surrounded it with 
our marines in blue jackets, and took out of it twenty-three fine 
able seamen , which nearly filled up our complement. The re- 
mainder we obtained by a draft from the admiral's ship; and I do 
not believe that there was a vessel that left Plymouth harbour and 
anchored in the Sound, better manned than the Rattlesnake. So 
much for a good character, which is sever lost upon seamen. 

O'Brien was universally liked by those who had sailed with 
him; and Swinburne, who knew him well, persuaded many, 
and forced the others , to enter with him , whether they liked it or 
not. This they in the event did , and, with the exception of those 
drafted from the flag-ship , we had no desertions. Indeed, none 
deserted whom we would have wished to retain, and their vacancies 
were soon filled up with better men. 



CHAPTER II. 

We sail for the West Indies— A vt>lunteer Tor the ship refiised and set on 
shore again , for reasons which the chapter will satisfactorily expj^in 
to the reader. 

We were very glad when tiie master attendant came on board 
to take us into the Sound ; and still more glad to perceive that the 
brig, which had just been launched before O'Brien was appointed 
to her , appeared to sail very fast as she ran out. So it proved after 
we went sea; she sailed wonderftiUy well, beating every vessel 
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tb«t she met , and overbauliiig in a very abort tuna every thing that 
we chased; tuniing to windwml like magie, and laciung in.amo- 
vent. Three days after ms anchored in the Soond , the ship's 
company were paid , and onrsailittg orden caaae dowtto proceed 
with despatches, by oeit evening's post, to the island ofiamaioa. 
We started, with a fair wind , and wave soon clear of Ifae ohannel. 
Our whol^ time was now oecnpied in tuaining onr new ship's com- 
pany at the gnns and learning them to puU tog^hfir; and by 
the time that we had run doum the trades, we were in a very fiiir 
state oC4Haffiplipe. 

The first lieutenant was rather an odd character; his brother 
was a sporting man of large property, and he had contracted , from 
his example , a great partiality for such pursuits. He knew the 
winning horses of the Derby and the Oaks for twenty years back, 
was an adept at all athletic eiercises, a capital shot, and had his 
pointer on board. In other respects he was a great dandy in his 
person, always wore gloves even on service, very gentlemanlike 
and handsome , and not a very bad sailor; that is , he knew enough 
to carry on his duty very creditably, and evidently now that he was 
the first lieutenant, and obliged to work, learnt more of his duty 
every day. I never met a more pleasant messmate or a more 
hononrable yoctog man. A brig is only allowed two lieutenants. 
The master was a rough, kind-hearted, intelligent young man, 
always in good humour. The surgeon and purser completed our 
mess ; they were men of no character at all , except, perhaps , that 
the surgeon was too much of a courtier, and the purser too much 
of a akin-flint; but pursers are, generally speaking, more sinned 
against than sinning. 

Bqt I have been led away, while talking of the brig and the 
officers, and had almost forgotten to narrate a circumstance which 
ocCurred two days before we sailed. I was with O'Brien in the 
cabin, whenMr. Osbaldistone, the first lieutenant, came in, and 
reported that a boy had come on board to volunteer for the shi[>. 

*' What sort of a lad is he?" said O'Brien. 

«* A fery nice lad -^ very slight. Sir," replied the frat llevte-. 
BiBt. ** We have two Tieandes." 
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W«U , see what joa make of hian : and if y<m thiak he irill do, 
you may put him on the books." 

«*I have tried him. Sir. JUaaays that lie has heen a short time 
ai sea. I made hm mount the niaia-riggiBg » Iwt lit did not much 

like it." 

*' Welly do as you please, Osbaldistone," replied O'Brien. 
And the first lieutenant quitted the cabin. 

In about a quarter of an hfimr he returned. **If you please. 
Sir /' said he , laughing , *' I sent the bby down to the sai|[eon ^ 
be eumined , and he refused to strip. The swcgeon says that h« 
thinks she is a woman* I have had her np on the quarter-deck, 
and she refuses to answer any questions, and veqaires to speak 
with you." 

* ' With me ! " said O'Brien , with surprise. * * Oh ! one of Uie 
men's wives , I suppose , trying to steal a march upon us. Well, 
send her down here , Osbaldistooe , and I 'il prove to her the moral 
impossibility of her aailiaf^ in his Majesty's brig Battlesnake." 

In a few minutes, the Orst lieutenant sent her down to the cabin 
door, and I was about to retire as she entered ; but O'Brien stop- 
ped me. * * Stay , Peter ; my reputation will be at stake if I 'm left 
all alone," said he, laughing. 

The sentry opened the door, and, whether boy or girl, a more 
interesting face I never beheld; but the hair was cat close like a 
boy's , and I could not tell whether the surgeon's suspicions were 
correct. 

** You wish to speak — holy St.Patrick ! " cried O'Brien, look- 
ing earnestly at her features; and O'Brien covered bis face, and 
bent over the table , eiclaiming, **MyGod, my God!" 

In the mean time , the colour of the young person fled from her 
countenance, and then rushed into it again , alternately leaving it 
pale and suffused with blushes. I perceived a trembling over the 
frame, the knees shook and knocked together, and had I not 
hastened , she — for a female it was — would have fallen on tba 
deck. 

i perceived that she had fainted; I therefore laid her down on 
the deck , and hastened to obtain some water. O'Brien ran up, 
and went to her. 
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"My poor, poor girl!" said he sonrowfollj. "Oh! Peter, 
this is all your fault." 

"All my fault! How could she hare come here ?^' 

"By all the saints who pray for us ~ dearly as I prize them, 
I would give up my ship and my- commission , that this could be 
undone." ' ' 

As O'Brien hung over her, the tears from his eyes fell upon her 
face, While I bathed it with the water I had brought from the dress- 
ing-room. I knew who it must be , although I had never seen 
her. It was the girl to whom O'Brien had professed love , to worm 
out the secret of the exchange of my uncle's child ; and as I beheld 
the scene, I could not help saying to myself, "Who now will as- 
sert that evil may be done that good may come?" The poor girl 
showed symptoms of recovering , and O'Brien waved his hand to 
me, saying, "Leave us, Peter, and see that no one comes in." 

I remained nearly an hour at the cabin-door, by the sentry, 
and prevented many from entering, when O'Brien opened the door, 
and requested me to order his gig to be manned, and then to conie 
in. The poor girl had evidently been weeping bitterly, and O'Brien 
was much affected. 

" All is arranged , Peter; you must go on shore with her, and 
not leave her till you see her safe off by the night coach. Do me 
that favour, Peter — you ought indeed," continued he , in a low 
voice , "for you have been partly the occasion of this." 

I shook O'Brien's hand , and made no answer — the boat was 
reported ready, and the girl followed me with a firm step. I pulled 
uQ shore, saw her safe in the coach without asking her any question, 
and then returned on board. 

"Come on board. Sir," said I, entering the cabin with my 
hat in my hand, and reporting myself according to the regulations 
of the service. 

"Thank you," replied O'Brien : "shut the door, Peter. Tel 
me, how did she behave? What did she say?" 

"She never spoke, and I never asked her a question. She 
seemed to be willing to do as you had arranged." 

"Sit down, Peter. I never felt more unhappy, or more dis- 
gusted with myself in all my life. I feel as if I never could be happy 
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again. A sailor's life mixes him np wiih the worst part of the 
female sex, aad ve do not know the real valae of the better. I 
little thought when 1 was talking nonsense to that poor girl , that I 
was breaking one of the kindest hearts in the world, and sacrificing 
the happiness of one who would laj down her existence for me, 
Peter. Since you have been gone, it 's twenty times that I 've 
looked in the glass just to see whether I don't look like a villain. 
But by the blood of St. Patrick! I thought woman's love was just 
like our owu, and that a three months' cruise would set ail to rights 
again." 

*> I thought she had gone over to France." 

(*So did I; but now she has told me all about it. 'Father 
OToole and her mother brought her down to the coast near here, 
to embark in a smuggling boat for Dieppe. When the boat pulled 
in-shore in the night to take them in , the mother and the rascally 
priest got in , but she felt as if it was leaving the whole world to 
leave the country I was in , and she held back. The officers came 
down, one or two pistols were fired, the boat shoved off without 
her, and she, with tiieir lu^age , was left on the beach. She went 
back to the next town with the officers, where she (old the truth of 
the story, and they let* her go. In Father OToole's luggage she 
found letters, which she read , and found out that she and her mo- 
ther were to have been placed in a convent at Dieppe'; and , as the 
convent was named in the letters — which she says are important, 
but I have not had courage to read them yet — she went to the peo- 
ple from whose house they had embarked , requesting them to for- 
ward the luggage and a letter to her mother — sending every thing 
but the letters, which she reserved for me. She has since received 
a letter from her mother , telling her that she is safe and well in, the 
convent, and begging her to come over to her as soon as possible. 
The mother took the vows a week after she arrived there, so we 
know where to find her , Peter." 

*< And where is the poor girl going to stay now, O'Brien?" 

** That 's all the worst part of it. It appears that she hoped not 
to be found out till after we had sailed, and then to have --- as she 
said, poor thing! — to have lain at my feet and watched over me 
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in thte slomis; but I pofiiUid out to her that it was ool permitted, 
audeouM uoi be, aod tiial I wottidnot be allowed to marry her. 

Peter I this is a vety sa!l Imnftieiii/' continued O'Brien , passing 
Us hand •»^oss his eyes. 

*'Weil, bet, O'Biien, lirhak is to become of the poor girlt " 

'*ftiie is going home to be wi^ my father and mother , hoping 
one day that I sKali com« luaek ahd maifry her. I hiBve written to 
Father IH'drath , to sec what he tan do." 

'«0ave yiM thecmot ittMeeefvedlier?" 

** Father M*Grath must do that , I could not. It would hare 
been the death of her. It would have stabbed her to the heart, 
andit/§ not for me to give that blow. I 'd sooner have died — 
sooner have married her, than have done it, Peter. Perhaps when 

1 'm far away she '11 bear it better. Father M*Grath will manage it." 

''O'Brien, I don't like that Father M'Grath. 

**Well, Peter, you may be right; I don't exactly like all he 
says myself; but what is a man to do? — either he is a Catholic, 
and believes as a Catholic, or he is not one. Will I abandon my 
religion, now that it is persecuted? Never, Peter; I hope not, 
without I find a much better, at all events. Still I do not like to 
feel that this advice of my confessor is at variance with my own 
conscience. Father M'Grath is> a woridly man; but that only 
proves that he is wrong, not that our religion is — and I don't mind 
speaking to you on this subject. No one knows that I 'm a Catholic 
cicept yourself: and at the Admiralty they never asked me to take 
that oath which 1 never would have taken, although Father 
M'Grath says I may take any oath I please with what he calls here- 
tics, and he will grant me absolution. Peter, my dear feUow, 
say no more about it." 

I did not; but I ma^ as well end the history of poor Ella Fla- 
nagan at once , as she will not appear again. Ab^ut three months 
afterwards, we received a letter from Father M *Grath , stating that 
the girl had arrived safe, and had been a great comfort to O'Brien's 
father and mother, who wished her to remain with them altoge- 
ther; that Father M*Grath had told her that when a man took his 
commission as captain it was all the same as going into a monastery 
as a monk , for he never could marry. The poor girl belieyed him, 
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and thinkiog Chat O'Brien was lost to her for ever » with the advice 
of Father HKSirtith, had entered as a nun in one of the religious 
houses in Ireliind , that, as she said , she might pray for him night 
and day. Many years afterwards, we hcfard of her — she was well, 
and not unhappy ; but O'Brien never forgot his behaviour to this 
poor girt. It wa^ a source of continual regret ; and I believe , un- 
til the last day of his existeiice , his heart smote him for his incon- 
siderate conduct towards her. But I mast leave this distressing 
topic, and return to the Rattlesnake, which had now arrived at the 
West ladies, and joined the admiral at Jamaica. 

CHAPTER III. 

Description of the coast of Marlinique — Popped at for peeping — No 
heroism in making one's self a target— Board a miniature Noah's ark, 
under Yankee colours ~ Capture a French slaver— Parrot soup in lieu 
of mock turtle. 

> 

Wfi found orders atBarbadoes to cruise off Martinique, to pre- 
vent supplies being furnished to the garrison of the island , and we 
proceeded the^e immediately. I do not know anything more pic- 
turesque than running down the east side of this beautiful island 
— the ridges of hill spreading down to the water's edge , covered 
with the freshest verdure, divided at the base by small bays , with 
the beach of dazzling white sand , and where the little coasting ves- 
sels, employed to bring the sugar from the neighbouring estates,, 
were riding at an anchor. Each hill, at its ajutment towards the sea, 
crowned with a fort, on which waved the tri-colour — certainly, in 
appearance, one of the most warlike flags in the world. 

On the third morning, we had rounded the Diamond Rock, 
and were scudding along the lee-side of the island, just opening 
Fort Royal bay, when hauling rather too close round its eastern 
entrance, formed by a promontory called Solomon's Point, which 
was covered with brushwood, we found ourselves nearer than 
agreeable to a newly-constructed battery. A column of smoke 
was poured along the blue water , and it was followed by the whiz- 
zing of a shot. Which passed through our boom mainsail, first 
cutting away the dog-vane, which was close to old Swinburne's 
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kead, as he stood on the carronade, conning the brig. I was at 
dinner in the cabin with O'Brien and the first lieutenant. 

''Where the devil have they got the brig now?" said O'Brien, 
rising from his chair , and going on deck. 

We both followed ; but before we were on deck , three or four 
more shot passed between the masts. ** If you please, Sir," said 
the master's mate in charge of the deck, whose name was OTar- 
rell , "the battery has opened upon us." 

"Thank you very much for your information , Mr. O'Farrell," 
replied O'Brien ; **but the French have reported it before you. 
Hay I ask if you 've any particular fancy to be made a target of, or 
if you think that his Majesty's brig Rattlesnake was sent here to be 
riddled for nothing at all? Starboard the helm , quarter>master." 
The helm was put up, and the brig was soon run out of the 
fire; not, however, until a few more shot were pitched close to 
us ; and one carried away the fore-topmast backstay. 

''Now, Mr. O'Farrell," replied O'Brien, "I only wish to point 
out to you , that I trust neither I nor any one in this ship cares a fig 
about the whizzing of a shot or two about our ears, when there is 
any thing to be gained for it, either for ourselves or for our 
country; but I do care a great deal about losing even the leg, or 
the arm , much more the life of any of my men, when there 's no 
occasion for it; so, in future, recollect, it 's no disgrace to keep 
out of the way of a battery, when all the advantage is on thoir side. 
I 've always observed that chance shots pick out the best men. 
Lower down the mainsail, and send the sailmakers aft to re- 
pair it." 

When O'Brien returned to the cabin , I remained on deck , for 
ii was my afternoon watch; and although O'Farrell had permis- 
sion to look out for me, I did not choose to go down again. The 
bay of Fort Royal was now opened , and the view was eitremely 
beautiful. Swinburne was still on the carmnade, and as I kneir 
he had been there before, I applied to him for information as to 
the Idbale, He told roe the names of the batteries above the town, 
pointed out Fort Edward, and Negro Point, and particulariy 
Pigeon Island , the battery at the top of which wore the appearance 
ofa mural crown. 
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*'U *s well I remember that place, Mr. Simple/' said he* 
It was in '9i when I was last here. The sodgers had 'sieged it for 
a whole month , and were about to give it up , 'caase they couldn't 
get a gun up on that ere hill you sees there. So poor Captain 
Faulliner says, *' There 's many a clear head under a tarpaulin hat, 
and I *li give any chap five doubloons that will hitch up a twenty- 
four pounder to the top of that hill.' Not quite so easy a matter, 
as you may perceive from here , Mr. Simple." 

**It certainly appears to me to have been almost impossible^ 
Swinburne/' replied I. 

"And so it did to most o us, Mr. Simple; but there was ono 
Dick Smith, mate of a transport, whohadcomeonshorci, and he 
steps out, saying, 'I 've been looking at your men handling that 
gun, and my opinion Is, that if you gets a butt, crams ina car- 
ronade, well woulded up , and fill it with old junk and rope yarns, , 
you might parbuckle it up to the very top.' So Captain Faulkner 
pulls out five doubloons, and gives them to him, saying, *Yoa 
deserve the money for the hint, even ifit don't succeed.' But it 
did succeed, Mr. Simple; and the next day, to their surprise, 
we ^ened fire on the French beggars , and soon brought their 
boasting down. One of the French officers , after be was takea 
prisoner, axed me how we had managed to get the gun up there; 
but I wasn't going to blow the gaff, so I told him , as a great se- 
cret, that we got it up with a kite, upon which be opened all his 
eyes, and crying *sacre bleul* walked away, believing all I said 
was true; but a'o't that a sail we have opened with the point, 
Mr. Simple?" 

« It was so, and I reported it to O'Brien, who came up, and 
gave chase. In half an hour we were alongside of her, when she 
hoisted American jcolours, and proved to be a brigantine laden up 
to her gunwale , which was not above a foot out of the water. Her 
cargo consisted of what the Americans called notions j that is, in 
English, an assorted cargo. Half-way up her masts, down to 
the deck, were hung up baskets containing apples, potatoes, 
onions, and nuts of various kinds. Her deck was crowded with 
cattle, sheep, pigs, and donkeys. Below was full of shingle, 

Peter SimpU, %% 
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lumber, and a variety of diffonent artieles too oumeroas to meo- 
tion. I boarded her, and asked tbe master whither he was bonnd. 

'* Why ," replied he , ' * I 'm bound for a market -^ nowise par- 
tieniar; and I gaess yon won't stop me." 

'*Notifall's right," repMedl; ** but I must look at your log/* 

** Well, I 've a notion there 's no great ebjeetion to thai," replied 
he; and he brought it up on deek. 

I had no great time to examine it, but I could not help being 
amused at the little I did read, such as — ** Horse laHCudeSi — 
water very short — killed white-faced bullock — caught a dolphin, 
and ate him for dinner ~ broached molasses cask. No. 1, letter A. 
Fine night — saw little round things floating on the water — took 
up a bucket Ml — guessed they were peads — judge I guessed 
wrong , only little Portuguese men-of-war — threw them over- 
board again — heard a scream , guessed it was a mermaid 7- 
looked out, saw nothing. Witnessed a very strange rippling 
a-head — calculated it might be the sea-serpent — stood on to see 
him plain , and nearly ran on Barbuda. Hauled off again — met 
a Britisher — treated ;7o/tYe/^.' 
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Having overhauled his log, I then begged to overhaul his jpen, 
to ascertain if there were any Englishmen among his crew, ibis 
was not pleasing, and he grumbled very much; but they were 
ordered aft. One man I was satisfied was an Englishman , and 
told him so ; but the man , as well as the master , persisted to 
the contrary. Nevertheless , I resolved to take him on board for 
O'Brien to decide , and ordered him into the boat. 

<*Well, if you will use force, I can't help it: my declis au't 
clear, as you see, or else — I tell you what, Mr. Lieutenant, 
your vessel there will be another Hermione , I 've a notion , if yon 
pvesns true-blooded Yankees; and what 's more, the States wiH 
take H up , assure as there 's snakes in Yirginny." 

Notwithstanding this remonstranee , I took them on board to 
O'Brien, who had a long C0ByerstttH>n with the American in the 
eabinb When they relumed on deck', he' was allowed to- depart 
with ills man , and we again made sail. «I had the fiist watch that 
nighty and as we ran along the coast, I perceived a vessel under 
the high land in what the sailors.ealled tie doldrums j this is, al* 
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most becalmed , or her sails flapping about in every direction with 
the eddying winds. We steered for her, and were very soon in 
the same situation » not more than a quarter of a mile from her. 
The quarter-boat was lowered down, and I proceeded to board 
her; but as she was large and raliish, O'Brien desired me to be 
careful , and if there was the least show of resistance to return. 

As I pulled up to her bows, they hailed me in French, and 
desired me to keep off, or they would tire. This was quite suffi- 
eient ; and , in obedience to my orders, I returned to the brig and 
reported to O'Brien. We lowered down all the qoaitsrnboats, 
and towed round the brig's. broadside to her, and then gave her 
half-a-dozen carronades of round and grape. Hearing great noise 
and confusion on board, after we had ceased firing, O'Brien again 
sent me to know if they had surrendered. They implied in the af- 
firmative ; and I boarded her. She proved to be the Commerce de 
Bordeaux, with three hundred and thirty slaves on board, out of 
five hundred embarked from the coast, bound to Martinique. The 
crew were very sickly, and were most of them in their hammocks* 
Latterly, they had been killing parrots to make soup for them ; a 
few that were left, of the grey species, spoke remarkably well. 
When they left the coast, they had nearly one thousand parrots 
on board. 

O'Brien perceiving that I had taken possession , sent another 
boat to know what the vessel was. I desired the surgeon to be 
sent on board, as some of the men , and many of the poor staves, 
were wounded by our shot. Of all the miserable objects , I know 
of none (o be compared to the poor devils of slaves on board of a 
slave-vessel; the state of suffocation between decks — the dread- 
ftil stench ariaing from their filth , which is hardly ever deai'ed 
away — the sick lying without help , and looked upon ky those 
who are stronger with the utmost indiffSerence -— men , women, 
and childnen, all huddted and crowded together in a state of nu- 
dity, worn to skin and bone from stench, starvation, and living 
in an atmosphere that none but a negro could exist in. If all that 
occurs in a slave-ship were really known , I think it would be 
Acknowledged that to make the slave-trade piracy would be 
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nothing more ihan a just retribution ; and this is certain , that unr 
less it be made piracy , it never will be discontinued. 

By daylij^ht the vessel was ready, and O'Brien determined to 
take her to Dominica, so that the poor devils might be immediately 
set on shore. We anchored with her, in a few days, in Prince 
Rupert's Bay, where we only had twenty-four hours to obtain some 
refreshments and arrange about our prize, which I hardly need 
say was of some valae. 

During the short time that I was on shore , purchasing some 
fowls and vegetables for O'Brien and our own mess, I was amused 
at witnessiog a Mack seijeant drilling some of his regiment of free 
negroes and maUttoes. He appeared resolved to make the best 
appearance that he could, for he began by saying, ** You hab shoe 
aad'tocking, standiofront — youhabshoeno'tocking, stand in 
centre — you hab no shoe no 'tocking, stand in urn rear. Face 
to mountain — back to sea-beach. Why you no 'tep out, Sar? — 
you hangman!" 

I was curious to count the numbers qualified for the front rank ; 
there were only two mulattoes. In the second rank there were also 
only two. No shoe and no 'tocking appeared to be the fashion. 
As usual, we were surrounded by the negroes; and although we 
had been there but a few hours, they had a song composed for us, 
which they constantly repeated : — 

*' Don't you see the Rattlesnake 

Coming under sail y 
Don't you see the Rattlesnake 

With prizes at um tail ? — 
RaUletnake hab all the money, ding, ding — 
She shall hab all that 's funny, ding, ding i " 

CHAPTER IV. 

Money can purchase any thing in the new coanlry — American infomia* 
tion not always to be depended upon — A night attack; we are beaten 
off— It proves a cut wp, instead of a cut out — Alter all, we save 
something out of the fire. 

The next mofning, we weighed anchor, and returned to our 
station off Martinique. We had run within three miles of St. 
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Pierre's, when we diseovered a vessel comiDg out under jury* 
masts. 8he steered directly for u% and we made her out to be the 
American brigantine which we had boarded some lime before. 
O'Brien sent a boat to bring the master of her on board. 

* * Well , captain ,*' said he , " so you met with a squall ? " 

*'I calculate not/' replied he. 

** Why, then , what the devil have you been about?." 

*« Why , I guess I sold all my cargo , and , what 's more , I 've 
sold my mast^." 

'*Sold your masts ! whom did yon sell them to? " 

"To an almighty pretty French privateer lying in St. Pierre's, 
which had lost her spars when she was chased by one of your 
brass-bottomed sarpenfs; and I 've a notion they paid pretty 
handsomely too." 

"But how do you mean to get home again*?" 

"I cahculate to get into the stream , and then I 'II do very well. 
If I meet a nor- wester, why then I '11 make a signal of distress, 
and some one will tow me in, I guess." 

"Well ," replied O'Brien , '*bul step down into the cabin and 
take something, captain." 

"With panicular pleasure," replied this strange mortal ; and 
down they went. 

In about half an hour, they returned od deck, and the boat 
took the American on board. Soon aftetwards , O'Brien desired 
Osbaldistone and myself to- step down into the cabin. The chart 
of the harbour of St. Pierre's lay on the table, and O'Brien said, 
''I have had a long conversation with the American , and he states 
that the privateer is at anchor in this spot** (pointing to a pencil* 
mark on the chart). "If so, she is well out; and I see no difli^ 
cnlty in capturing her. You see that she lies in four fathoms wa~ . 
ter , and so close under the outer battery , that the guns could not 
ht pointed down upon the boats. I have aUo inquired if they keep . 
a good look-out, and the American says that they feel so secure, 
that they keep no look-out at all; that the captain and officers be- 
longing to her are on shore all night, drinking, smoking, and 
boasting of what they will do. Now the questiofl is < whether thi^ 
report be correct. Ilie Ameriean has been well-treated by tis, and 
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I see DO nason to doubt him; indeed he gtve the informatioli vo-> 
luntarily , as if he wished to serve us." 

I allowed Osbaldistooe to speak first ; he coincided with O'BrieOy 
i did not: the very circumstance of her requiring new masts mad* 
me doubt the truth of his assertion, as to where she lay; and if one 
part of his story was false , why not the whole? O'Brien appeared 
struck with my argument, and it was agreed that if the boats did 
go away , it should be for a reconnoissance, and that the attempt 
should only be made , provided it was found that the privateer lay 
in the same spot pointed out by the American roaster. U was, 
however » decided that the reconnoissance should take place that 
very night, as, allowing the priiPateer to be a ochored on the spot 
supposed , there was every probability that she would not remain 
there , but haul further in , to take in her new masts. The news 
that an expedition was at hand was soon circulated through the 
ship , and all the men had taken their cutlasses from the capstern 
to get them ready for action. The lighting boats' crews , wUhomt 
orders , were busy with their boats , some cutting up old blankets 
to muffle the oars, others making new grummets. The ship's 
company were as busy as bees, bustling and buzzing about the 
decks, and reminding you of the agitation which takes piaffe in a 
hive previous to a swarm. At last, Osbaldistone came on decb» 
and ordered the boa^' crews to be piped away, and prepase for 
service. He was to have the command of the ezpedition in: the 
hunch — I had charge of the first cutter ^O'F^rrell of the second^ 
and Swinburne had the charge of the jolly-boat. At dusk, the 
head of the brig was again tarned towards St. Pierre's, and we ran 
slowly in. At ten we hove^to, apd about eleven the heats were 
ordered to haul u^, Q'Bifen repeating his orders to Mr. Osbaldis- 
tone, not ix> make the attempt if the privateer were found to be 
anchored dose to the town. The men were «11 mustered on the 
quarter-deck, to ascertain if they, had llie distinguishing mark on 
their jackets,' that is, square patches of canvass sewed on the left 
arm, so that we might recognise friend from foe — a very neces- 
sary precaution in a night expedition ; and then they were manned, 
and ordened to sAiove off. The oars were dropped in the wa<ter, 
throwing out a phosphorescent light, so common in thatcUmale» 
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and Kway we went. AMt an hovr's Bulling , OsbaldteCone lay oo 
his oars in die>lattnob, and we closea with him. 

** Weare new at the mouth -ef the harbour/' eaid he, *'and 
the most perfeet silence must be observed." 

"At the mouth of the harbour, Sh*!" said Swinburne; <^I 
reckon we are* more than half-waj in ; we passed the point at least 
ten miMrtes ago, and- this is tbe second battery we are now abreast 
of." 

Xothis-OsbahJHstone did not agree , nor indeed did I think that 
Swinburne was right ; buff he persisted in it, and pointed out to us 
the lights in the>town , which were now all open t« us , and which 
woald not be the ease if we were enly at tbe mouth of the harbour. 
fltfU we were of adICferent opinion, and Swinburne, out of respect 
to his officers ^ said no moee. 

We resumed our oars , pulling with the greatest caution; the 
night w^B intensely dark, and we could distinguish nothing. After 
pulttng ten minutes more , we appeared to be close to the lights in 
the town ; still, we could see no privateer or any other vessel. 
Again we lay upon our oars, and held a consultation. Swinburne 
declared, that if the privateer lay where we supposed, we had 
passed her long ago ; but while we were debating , O'Farrdl cried 
out, **I see her," and he was right — she was not more than a 
cable's length from us. Without waiting for ordeh , O'Farrell 
desired his men to give way, and dashed alongside of the privateer. 
Before he was haif--way on board of her, lights flew about in every 
direction, and a dozen muskets were discharged. We had nothing 
to do but to Mlow him, and in a few seconds we were all alongside 
of her; hot she was well prepared, and on the alert. Boarding 
nettings were triced up all round , every gun had been depressed 
at much as posslMe, and she appeared to be ftill of men . A scene 
of eonftision and slaughter now occurred, which I trust never again 
to witness. AH our attempts to get on board were unavailing; if 
we tried at a port , a doien pikes thrust us back ; if we attempted 
tiie boarding nettings, we were thrown down, killed or wounded, 
into the boats. From every port, and from the decks of the pri- 
vateer, the discharge of musketry was incesaint. Pistols were 
protrvded and fired in our faces, while occasionally her carronades 



344 



went off, stunning us with their deafeoiof noise * and rocking dm- 
boats in the disturbed water, if they-had no other effect. 

For ten minutes our exertions never ceased; at last, witll half 
our numbers lying killed and wounded in the bottom of (he boats, 
the men , worn out and dispirited at their unavailing attempts, sat 
down most ofthem on the boats' thwarts, loading their muskets, 
and discharging them into the ports. Osbaldistone was among the 
wounded ; and perceiving that he was not in the launch , of whose 
crew not six remained , I called to Swinbame , who was alongside 
of me , and desired him to tell the other boats to make the best of 
their way out of the harbour. This was soon communicated to the 
survivors , who would haye continued the unequal contest to the 
last man , if I had not given the order. Xho launch and seeoal 
cutter shoved off — 0*Farrell also having fallen; and, as soon as 
they were clear of the privateer , and had got their oars, to pass , I 
proceeded to do the same, amidst the shouts and yells of the 
Frenchmen, who now jumped on their guowale and pelted us with 
their musketry, cheering and mocking us. 

"Stop, Sir,*' cried Swinburne, **we'llh«veabitofrevjBQge;". 

so saying, he hauled-to the launch, and wending her bpw to the 

^ privateer, directed her carronade ^ which they had «o idea that we 

had on board, as we had not fired it-^to where the Frendimen 

were crowded'tbe thickest. 

** Stop one moment, Swinburne; put another dose of canister 
in." We did so, and then discharged the gun, which had the most 
murderous effect, bringing the major part of them down upon the 
deck. I feel convinced, from the cries and groans which followed, 
that if we had had a few more men, we might have returned and 
captured the privateer; but it was too late. The batteries wens all 
lighted up , and although they could not see the boats t^ fired in the 
direction where they supposed us to be ; for they were aware, from 
the shouting on board the vessel, that we had b^n beaten off. The 
launch had but six hands capable of taking an oar; the first cutter 
bad but four. In my own boat I had five. Swinbwne had two be* 
sides himself in the jolly-boat. 

* * This is a sorrK^busioess, Sir," said Swinburne ; * * now what 's 
best to be done? My idea is, that we. had better put all the wooaded 
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men into the launch » man the two cutters and jolly-boat , and tow 
her o{E* And» Mr. Simple, instead of keeping on this side, as they 
will ejipeet in the batteries, let ns iceep close in- shore, npon the 
near side, and their shot will pass over as." 

This advice was tob good not to be followed. It was now two 
o'clock , and we had a Jong pull before us , and no time to lose : we 
lifted the dead bodies and the wounded men out of the two cutters 
and jolly-boat into the launch. I had no time for examination, but I 
perceived that O'f arrell was quite dead, and also a youngster of the 
name of Pepper, who must have smuggled himself into'the boats. 
I did, however, look for Osbaldislone, and found him in the stern 
sheets of the launch. He had received a deep wound in the breast, 
apparently with a pike. He was sensible, and asked me for a little 
water, which I procured from the breaker which was in the'Iaunch, 
and gavi9 i^ to Jton. At the word water, and hearing it poured out 
from the breaker, many> of the wounded men faintly called out for 
some. Having no time to ^pare, I left two men in (be launch, one 
to steer and. the other to give them water, and then taking her in 
tow, pulled difeotly in for the batteries, as advised by Swinburne, 
who UQW sal alongside olme. 

As soon as we were well in-shore, I pulled out of the harbour, 
with feelings not by any means enviable. Swinburne said to me In 
a low voice, '* This will be a hard blow for the captain, Mr. Simple. 
I 've always been told, that a young captain losing his men without 
bringing any dollars to his admiral, is not very well received." 

'*I am more sorry for him than I can well express, Swiaburne,'* 
replied I; *'but — what is that a-head — a vessel under weigh?" 

Swmburne stood up in the stem of the cutter, and looked for a 
few seconds.. '*Tes, a large ship standing in under royals — she 
must be a Frenchman. jHow 's our time. Sir; so Jong as we don*t go 
out emptyrhan^d, all will be.well. Oars, all of you. Shall we cast 
off the launch. Sir?" 

** Yes»" replied I; **and now, my lads,>let ns only have thatvcs- 
sel, and we shall do. She is a merchantman, that *s clear (uot that 
I was sure,of it). Swinburne, I think it will be better to let her pass 
us io-shore; they will all be looking out of the other side , for they 
must hate seen the firing. 
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' ' Well tbouglit of, Sir," nplkd Svkdnnie. 

We lay on oi^r oars, and let iur pa8su% wllich should, «reep-> 
ing in at the rate of two iniles an hour. Wothen poliediorber 
quarter in the three boats, kaving the laancii behind us, aodboard*' 
ed. As we premised, the crew were on deck, and all on the other 
side of the vessel, so aaiiousiy looking at the batten^, which were 
still tiring occasional random shot, that they did Mtpereeive us 
until we were close to them, and then they had no time to seize their 
arms. There were several ladies on board ; some of the people pro- 
tected them, others ran below* In two minutes we had possession 
of her , and bad put her head the other way. To our surprise we 
found that she mounted fourteen guns. One hatch we left open for 
the ladies, some of whom had fainted, to be taken down below; the 
others were fastened down by Sraibnme. As soon as we had the 
deck t(y ouEselves, we manned one of the cutters, Mid sent it f<u- the 
launch ; and as soon as she was- made fhst alongside, we had time 
to look about us. The breeie fi)esheiie4, *nd, in half an hour, we 
were out of gun-sbot of all the batteries. I ^en had the wounded 
men taken out of the launch » and Swinlmme and the oth« men 
bound up their wounds, and made4hem as comfortable as they 
could. 

CHAPTER V. 

floBM remaricahle doeurrenees tBk«. place in. the letter of marque — Old 
friends with improved faces •- The eaplor a oaptJ¥e; but not carried 
away, though the captive is, by the ship'g boat ^ The- whole chapter 
a mixture of love , war , and merchandise. 

Wj£ bad had possession of the vessel about an hour, when the 
man who was sentry over the hatchway told me that one-of the pri- 
soners wished to speak with the English commanding ofieer, and 
asked leave to come on deck. I gave, permission , and a gentAeman 
came up, stating that he was a passenger; that the ^ip was a letter 
of marque, from Bordeaux; that there were seven lady passengers 
on board, who had come out to joki their husbands and families; 
and that he trusted I would have.no objection to put tbem on share, 
as women could hardly be considered as objects of warfare. As I 
knew that O'Brien would have done so, and that he would be glad 
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to f^ rid of both women aad prisooelv if he could, I replied, "MotA 
certainly;" that I would heave-to, that they might not have so far to 
pull 00 shore, aud that I would permit the ladies and other passen- 
gers to go OB Aore. I begged Ibat they would be as- quick as possi* 
ble in getting their packages ready , aud that I would give them two 
of the boats belonging to the ship, with a sufficient number of 
French seamen belonging to her to man the boats. 

The Srenohman was very grateful, thaaked me in the name of 
the ladies, and went down below to imparl tlM intelligence. I then 
hovfr»to» knreoed down the boats Arom the quarters, and waited for 
them to come up. It was daylight before they were ready, but that 
I did not eare about ; I saw the brig in the offing about seven miles 
off, andl wiis well.elear of the batteries. 

At lasl they made their appearaoee , one by one coming up the 
ladder, esoorted by French gentlemen. They bad tt^ wait while the 
packages and bundles were put into the boats. The Orstsight which 
struck them with horror was the many dead and wounded English- 
men lyiag. on the decks. Expres^g their commiseration , I told 
tbem we had attempted to take the privateer and had been repulsed, 
and that it was ooming out of the harbour that I had fallen in with 
their ship and captured it. All the ladies had severally- thanked me 
for my kindness in giving them their liberty, except one, whose eyes 
were (ked upon the wounded men , when the French gentleman 
went up to her , and lemiodcd her that she had not expressed her 
thanks to the conn^pndiag oHlcer. 

8he turned round to me — I started back. 1 certainly had seen 
that faee before — 1 could not be mistaken ; yet she had now grown 
up iatoabeaultful young woman. **<:eleste," said I, trembling. 
** Areyou net Celeste?" 

**¥es," replied she, looking earnestly at me, as if shcTwould 
discover who i was« but which it was not very easy lo do, begrimed 
as my faee was with dust and gunpowder. 

*']|ave.you forgotten Peter Simple?" 

MO! ae ^ no -^ never iofgoi you ! " crIedCeleste, burstinginto 
tosM, and holding out her hands. 

This scene occasioned no omalt astonishment to the parties on 
deck, who eould not comprehend it. She smiled through her tears, 
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as I told her how happy I was to have the means of belrig <tf senrice 
to her. ' * And where is the colonel ?*' said I. 

'* There," replied she, pointing to the island ; ** he is now gene- 
ral, and commands the force In the garrison. And where Is Mr. 
O'Brien ? ** interrogatted Celeste. 

"There/' replied I; "he commands that man-4>f-war, of which 
I am the second lieutenant." 

A rapid exchaoge of iDcpiiries took place , and the boats were 
stopped while we wore ia couversaiion. Swinburne reported that 
the brig was standing in^(6r us, and I felt that In justice to Uie 
wounded I could no longer delay. Still I found time to press her 
hand , to thank her for th^ purse she had given me when I was on 
the stilts, and to tell her that I h&d Jierer forgotten her, and never 
would. With many remembrances to her fiither, I was handing 
her into the boat, when she said, "1 don't know whether lam 
right to' ask it , but you could do me such a favour/'. 

••What is it. Celeste?" 

••You have allowed more than one-half of the men to pull us 
on shore ; some must remain , and they ace so miserable -—indeed 
it is hardly yet decided which of them are to go. Gould you let 
them all go? " 

••That I will, for your sake. Celeste. As soon as your two 
boats have shoved off, I will lower down the boat astern, and send 
the rest after you ; but | must make sail now — God bless you ! " 

The boats then shoved off, the passengers waving their band- 
kerchiefe to us, and I made sail for the brig. As soon as the stern- 
boat was alongside, the rest of. the crew were called up and put 
into her, and followed their companions. I felt. that O'Hiif^n 
would not be angry with me for letting them all go ; and especiilly 
when 4 told him who begged for them. The vessel's nam^was the 
Yictorine, mounting fourteen guns, and twenty^our men , with 
eleven passengers. She was chiefly laden with silks and wine, 
and was a very valuable prize. Celeste had time to tell me that her 
father had been four years in. Martiniqoe, and had left ber <ai home 
for her education ; and that she was then coming out to join him. 
The other ladies were all wives or daughters of oflkers of the 
French garrison on the island , and tlM gentlemen passengers were 
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sOme of them Freuch officers; bat as this was told me in secrecy, 
of course I was not bound to know it, as they were not in uniform. 
As soon as we had closed with the brigi I hastened on board 
to O'Brieo ; and as soon as a fresh supply of han<l3 to man the 
boats , and the surgeon and his assistant had been despatched on 
board of the prize , to superintend the remoYal of the wounded , I 
went down with him into the cabin, and narrated what had oc- 
curred. 

** Well," said O'Brien, ''all 's well that ends well; but this 
is not the luckiest bit in the woiid. Your taking the ship has saved 
me, Peter; and I must make as flourishing a despatch as I can* 
By the powers but it 's very lucky that she has fourteen guns — it 
sounds grand. I must muddib it all up together, so that the ad- 
miral must think we intended to cut them both out — and so we 
did , sure enough , if we had known she had been there. But I 
am most aniious to hear the surgeon's report, and whether poor 
Osbaldistone will do well. Peter, oblige me by going onboard, 
and put two marines sentry ever the hatchway, so that no one goes 
down and pulls the traps about; for I '11 send on shore every thing 
belonging to the passengers , for Colonel O'Brien's sake. 

The surgeon's report was made — six lulled and sixteen 
wounded. The killed were , O'Farrell and Pepper, midshipmen, 
two seamen and two marines. The Grst lieutenant, Osbaldistone, 
was severely wounded in three places , but likely to do well ; five 
other men were dangerously wounded; the other ten would, in all 
probability return to their duty in less than a month. As soon as 
the wounded were on board, O'Brien returned with me to the prixe, 
and we went down into the cabin. All the passengers' effscts were 
collected ; the trunks which had been left open were nailed down : 
and O'Brien wrote a handsome letter to General O'Brien , contain- 
ing a list of the packages .sent on shore. We sent the launch with 
a flag of truce to the nearest battery; after some demur it was ac- 
cepted, and the effects landed. We did not wait for an answer, 
but made all sail to join the admiral at Barbadoes. 

The oext morning we buried those who bad ftUen. O'-Farrell 
was a fine young man, brave as a lion , but very hot in bis temper*- 
He would have made a good officer had he been- spared. Poor Uttlc 
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Pepper was also nmdi regretted. He was bat twelte years old. 
He had bribed the boirman of the second catter to allow bim to 
€ODeeal himself under the fore-^eets of the boat. His day's al- 
lowanee of spirits had purchased him this object of his ambition, 
whicfaleiided so flftally. But as soon as the bodies had disappeared 
uodei^ the ware, and the service was over, we all felt happier. 
There is something very unpleasant, particularly to sailors, in 
having a corpse on board . 

We now sailed merrily along, the prize keeping company with 
ns; and., before we reached Barbadoes^ most of the men were 
convalescent. Osbaidlstone's wounds were, however, very se- 
vere; and he was recommended to return home, which be did, 
and obtained his prom^otion as soon as he arfived. He was a 
pleasant messmate, and I was sorfy to lose him; although, the 
lieutenant appointed in bis room being junior to me, I was pro- 
moted to be flrst lieutenant of the brig. Soon after Osbaldistooe 
went home, his brother broke his neck when hunting, and Osbal- 
distone came into the property. He then quitted the service. 

We found the admiral at Barbadoes, who received O'Brien 
and his despatch very well. O'Brien had taken two good prizes, 
and that was sufficient to cover a multitude of sins , even if he had 
committed any ; but the despatch was admirably written , and the 
admiral, in his letter to the Admiralty, commented upon Captain 
O'Brien's successful and daring attack ; whereas, if the truth had 
been known, ft was Swinburne's advice of pulling up the weather 
shore , which was the occasion of our capturing the Tictorine ; but 
it b very hard to come at the real truth of these sort of things , as I 
found out during the time that I was in his Majesty's service. 

CHAFIER VL 

O'Brien tellsi his crew that one Englislmian is as good as three French- 
men <m mU water — Theiy.prov^ it ^ We Ml in wffh an old aoquaint* 
ance , although she could not be 00Bsidere4 at a frle&4« 

Ov& aeitcniise was on the coast of Guinea and gulf of Mexico^ 
where we were running up and down for three months , witboul 
fUling in with any thing but West Indiamen bound to Demerara, 
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Beriiiee, and Surinam, and oceasioncUychasiDg a privateer; bat 
in the light winds they were too fast for us. Still we were useful 
in protecting the trade, and O'Brien had a letter of thanks from 
the merchants , and a handsome piece of plate upon his quitting 
the station. We hade made sail for fiarbadoes two days , and were 
within sight of Che. island oflVinidad, when we perceived six sail 
on the lee-bow. We soon made them out to be three large ships 
and three schooners ; and immediately guessed , which afterwards 
proved to be correct, that they were three privateers, with West 
India ships which they had captured. We made all sail, and at 
first the three privateers did the same; but afterwards, having 
made out our force, and not liking to abandon their prizes, they 
resolved to tight. The Wesilndiamen hauled to the wind on the 
oth^r tack, and the three privateers shortened sail and awaited our 
coming. We beat to quarters, and when everything was ready, 
and we were within a mile of the enemy, who had now thrown out 
the tri^coloured flag, O'Brien ordered all the men afl on the quar- 
ter-deck, and addressed them: **Mow, my men, you see that 
there are three privateers, and you also see that there are three 
West Indiamen, which they have^captured. As for the privateers, 
it 's just a fair match for you — : one JSngUshman can always beat 
three Frenchmen. We must litcklihe privateers fbr honour and 
glory, and we must re-capture the' ships for proGt, because you 'it 
all want some money when you'fet on shore again. So you \e 
^U6t half a dozen things to do, and then we '11 pipe to dinner." 

^is harangne suited the sailors very well, and they returned 
to their gvoi^. **Now, Peter," saidCBrien, <* just call away the 
sai^trimmers from Hie guns, for I mean to fight these fellow» 
under sail, and out-^nanceuvre them , if I can. Tell Mr. Webster 
I want to speak with him." 

Mr. Webster was the second lieutenant, a very steady , quiet, 
youDg man , and a good officer. 

* <Mr. Webster /' said O'Brien , * ' remember that all the fore- 
most guns must be very much depresaed. I prefer that the shot 
should strike the water before it reaehes them, rather than it 
should go over them. See that yoor screws are ran up at once. 
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and I will Uk« care that oo broadside is thrown away. Starboard 
Swiobume." 

*' Starboard it is. Sir." 

*' Steady; so — that 's rifht for the stern of the leeward 
vessel." 

We were withia two cable lengths of the privateers, who stiti 
remained hove-to within half a cable's length of each other. They 
were very large schooners , full of men , with their boarding netp- 
ting triced up, and showing a very good set of teeth: as it after- 
wards proved , one mounted sixteen, and the other two fourteen, 
guns. 

*'Now, my lads, over to the lee guns, and fire as they bear, 
when we round to. Hands by the lee head-braces, and jib-sbeety 
stretch along the weather braces. Quarter-master abaft, tend the 
boom*sheet. Port hard, Swinburne." 

**Port it is. Sir," replied Swinburne; and the brig rounded 
up on the wind , shooting up under the stems of the two weather- 
most schooners , and discharging the broadside into them as the 
guns bore. 

*'Be smart and load, my lads, and stand by the same guns. 
Round in the weather head-braces. Peter, I don't want her to go 
about. Stand by to haul over the boom-sheet, when she pays off* 
Swinburne, helma-midships." 

By this time another broadside was poured into the schooner, 
who bad not yet reMirned our fire , which , having foolishly remain- 
ed hove to the wind, they could not do. The brig had now stem 
way, and O'Brien then executed a very siulful manceuvre: he 
shifted the helm, and made a stern board, so as to back in between 
the two weather schooners and the one to leeward,, bracing round 
at the same time on the other tack. 

''Han both sides, my lads, and give them your broadsides as 
we pass." 

The men stationed to the starboard guns flew over, and the 
other side being again loaded , we exchanged broadsides iffth the 
leeward and one of the windward schooners, the brig continuing 
her stem way until we passed a^head of them. By the time that 
we had re-kaded, the brig had gathered headway, and again 
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passed between the same two schooners, giving broadsides , and 
then passing astern of them. 

«' Capital , my lads — capital ! " said O'Brien ; <* this is what I 
call good fighting.'' And s#it was; for O'Brien had given two 
raking broadsides, and four others, receiving only two in return, 
for the schooners were not ready for us when we passed between 
them the last time. 

The smoke had now rolled away to leeward , and we were able 
to see the effect of our broadsides. The middle schooner had lost 
her main->boom, and appeared very much cut up in the hull. The 
schooner to leeward did not appear to have suffered much; but 
they now perceived their error, and made sail. They had expected 
that we should have run in between them , and fought broadside 
to broadside, by which means the weathermost schooner would 
have taken a raking position , while the others engaged us to wind- 
ward and to leeward. Our own damages were trifling — two men 
slightly wounded, and one main shroud cut away. We ran about 
half-a-mile astern from them; then with both broadsides ready, 
we tacked , and found that , »as we expected, we could weather the 
whole of Uiem. This we did ; O'Brien running the brig within 
biscuit-throw of the weather schooner , engaging him broadside to 
broadside, with the advantage that the other two could not fire a 
shot into us without standing a chance of striking their consort. 
If he made more sail, so did we i if he shortened , so did we ; so 
as to keep our position with little variation. The schooner fought 
well ; but her metal was not to be compared with our thirty-two 
pound carrouades, which ploughed up her sides at so short a 
distance, driving two ports into one. At last her foremast went 
by the board, and she dropped astern. In the mean time the 
other schooners had both tacked , and were coming up under our 
stern to rake us , but the accident which happened to the one we 
had engaged left us at liberty. We knew that she could not escape, 
so we tacked and engaged the other two, nearing them as fast as 
we could. The breeze now sprang up fast, and O'Brien put up 
the helm and passed between them , giving them both a raking 
broadside of grape and cannister, which brought the sticks about 
their ears. This sickened them; the smallest schooner, which 

Feter Simple, ^3 
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had been the leewardinost «l die comiMBeeineiit of the AciMD, 
made all sail on a wind. We clapped on the royals to follow her, 
when we perceived that the other sdlooser » which had been in the 
middle, and whose main-boom we had shot away, had pot hev 
helm np, and was crewdiBf^ all sail before the wind. O'Brien 
then said , *']|i«st not try for too much , or we shall lose all. Pot 
heraboat, Peter, — we must be content with the one that is 
left us." 

We went afrout and rsmged up to the sehoooer whieh had lost 
her foremast; but she, inding that her consort had deseiteflbfaer, 
hauled down her colours just as we were about to pour in our 
broadside. Our men gave three cheers ; and it was pleasaat to see 
them all shaking hands with cash other, coogratnlating and laughs- 
i D g at the suecessftil result of our action^ 

**Now, my lads, be smart; -^ we 've done enough for 
honour, now for profit. Peter, take the two cutters full ^i'meo, 
and go on beard of the schooner, while I get hold of the three West 
I Indiamen. Rig something jury forward, and follow me. " 

In a minute the cutters were down and full* of men. I took 
possession of the schooner, while the brig again tacked, andcrowd- 
iog all sail stood after the captured vessels* The sehooner, 
which was the largest of the three , was cafied the lean d' Arc, 
mounting sixteen guns, and had fifty-three men on board, the 
remainder being away in the prizes. The captain was wounded 
very badly , and one officer kilted. Out of her ship^'s eompany, 
she had but eight killed' and five wounded. They iofomved me, 
that they had sailed three months ago from St. Pierre's , Mar- 
tinique, and had fallen in with the other two privateers, and cruised 
in company, having taken nine West Indiamen since they had 
come out. *' Pray, " said I to the offieer who gave the mformatioii, 
''were you ever attacked by boats when you laid at St.sPierre's?" 
He replied, yes; and that' they- had beaten ihem off. ** Did yon 
purchase these masts of an American?" lie replied in the affirma- 
tive ; so that we had eaf^tured the very vessel, in attemptiBg>to cut 
out whidi , we had lost so many men. 

We were all very glad of this , and Swinburne said , '* WeH , 
hang me,' if I didn't think (hat Ihad seen that port-hole before ; 
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there it was that I wrenched a pike oat of one of the rascal's hands, 
who tried to stab me, aad into that port-hole I fired at least a dozen 
musket«. Well, I 'm d — d glad we 'te got hold of the beggar at 
last." 

We secured the prisoners below » wd commenced pntUag the 
schooner in order. In half an h<»ir , we had completed our knot- 
ting and splieifig , and having two of the carpenters with us, in an 
hoar we had got np a smalt jury-mast forward, soffielent for the 
present. We lowered the mainsail, put trysails on her, and 
stood after the brig, which was now close to theorizes: but they 
separated , and it was not till dark that she had possession of two. 
The third was then hull down on the other tack, with the brig in 
chase. We followed the brig , as did the two re-captured vessels, 
and eren with our jury up , we found that we could sail as fast as 
they. The neit morning, we saw the brig hove to, and about 
three miles a-head, with the three vessels in her possession. We 
closed, and I went onboard. Webster was put in charge of the 
privateer; and, after lying-to for that day to send our prize-mas^ 
ters and men on board to remove the prisoners , we got up a pro- 
per jury-mast, and all made sail together for Barbadoes. On my 
return on board , 1 found that we had but one man and one boy 
killed , and six woooded, which I was not aware of. I forgot to 
say that the names of the other two privateers were L'Etoile and La 
Madeleine. 

In a fortnight, we arrived with all our prizes safe in Carlisle 
Bay, where we found the admiral, who had anchored but two days 
bef(Mre. I hardly need say, that O'Brien was well received, and 
gained a great deal of credit for the action. I fouod several letters 
from my sister, die contents of which gave me much patD# My 
fither bad been some months in Ireland, and had returned 
Without gaining any information. My sister said that he was very 
unhappy, paid no attention to his clerical duties, and would sit 
for days witbotit speaking. That he was very much altered in his 
appearance, and had grown thin and eare«-worn. ** In short," said 
she, '*my dear Peter, I am afraid that he is fretting himself to 
death. Of course, I am very lonely and melaacboly. I cannot 
belp reflecting upon what will be my sHuation if any accident 
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should happen to my father. Accept my uncle's protection I will 
not; yet, how am I to liye, for my father has saved nothing? I 
have been very busy lately, trying to qualify myself for a goyemess, 
and practise the harp and piano for several hours every day. I 
shall be very, very glad when you come home again. " I showed 
the letters to O'Brien, who read them with much attention. I per- 
ceived the colour mount into his cheeks , when he reM those parts 
of her letters in which she mentioned his name , and expressed her 
gratitude for his kindness towards me. 

'* Never mind, Peter," said O'Brien, returning me the letters ; 
'* to whom is it that I am indebted for my promotion, and this brig, 
but to you — and for all the prize-money which I have made, and 
which, by the head of St. Patrick, comes to a very dacent sum, but to 
you? Make yourself quite easy about your d^r little sister. We'll 
club your prize-money and mine together, and she shall marry 
a duke , if there is one in England deserving her ; and it 's the 
French that shall furnish her dowry, as sure as the Rattlesnake 
carries a tail." 

CHAPTER VII. 

I am sent away after prizes , and meet with a hurricane — Am driven on 
shore, with the loss of more than half my men — Where is the Rat* 
tlesnalie ? 

In three weeks we were again ready for sea, and the admiral 
ordered us to our old station off Martinique. We had cruised 
about a fortnight off St. Pierre's , and , as I walked the deck at 
night, often did I look at the lights in the town, and wonder 
whether any of them were in the presence of Celeste, when, one 
evening , being about six miles off shore , we observed two vessels 
rounding Negro Point, close in-shore. It was quite cahn, and 
the boats were towing a-head. 

*'Itwillbe dark in half an hour, Peter," said O'Brien, <'and 
I think we might get them before they anchor, or if they do anchofy 
it will be well outside. What do you think ? " 

I agreed with him ^. for in fact I always seemed to be happier 
when the brig was close in shore , as I felt as if I was nearer to Ce- 
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leste ; and the further we were off, the more melancholy I became. 
Continually thinking of her, and the sight of her after so many 
years' separation, had changed my youthful attachment into strong 
affection. I may say that I was deeply in love. The very idea of 
going into the harbour, therefore, gave me pleasure, and there 
was no mad or foolish thing that I would not have done, only to 
gaze upon the walls which contained the constant object of my 
thoughts. These were wild and visionary notions , and with little 
chance of ever arriving at any successful issue ; but at one or two- 
and-twenty, we are fond of building castles, and very apt to fall in 
love, without considering our prospect of success. I replied, that 
I thought it very possible, and wished be would permit me to make 
the attempt, as, if I found there was much risk, I would return. . 

** I know that I can trust you , Peter," replied O'Brien , '* and 
it 's a great pleasure to know that you have an officer you can trust: 
but haven't I brought you np myself , and made a man of you, as I 
promised I would , when you were a little spalpeen, with a sniff- 
ling nose, and legs in the shape of two carrots? So hoist out the 
launch, and get the boats ready — the sooner the better. What a 
hot day this has been — not a cat's paw on the water, and the sky 
all of a mist. Only look at the sun, how he goes down, puffed 
out to three times his size , as if he were in a terrible passion. I 
suspect we shall have the land breeze off strong." 

In half an hour I shoved off with the boats. It was now quite 
dark , and I pulled towards the harbour of St. Pierre. The heat 
was excessive and unaccountable; not the slightest breath of wind 
moved in the heavens, or below; no clouds to be seen , and the 
stars were obscured by a sort of mist ; there appeared a total stag- 
nation In the elements. The men in the boats pulled off their jack- 
ets, for after a few moments' pulling, they could bear them no 
longer. As we pulled in , the atmosphere became more opaque, 
and the darkness more intense. We supposed ourselves to be at 
the month of the harbour, but could see nothing — not three yards 
a-headoftheboat. Swinburne, who always went with me, was 
steering the boat, and I observed to him the unusual appearance 
of the night. 

**I 've been watching tt. Sir," replied Swinburne , **and I 
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teliyou, Mr. Simple, that if we onlj know how to find the bri^, 
that I would advise yon to geton board of her faniBediatelj. She 11 
want all her.haods this oight, or I 'm nrach mifttakMi." 

** Wb J do yoa say so ?" replied I. 

''Because I thiok, nay, Imaysay thati/msartiB, we 'H have 
a hurricane afore momiog. It 's not the first time I 've cruised in 
these latitudes. I recollect in '94 — " 

But I interrupted him: ** Swinburne , I beliere thai you are 
right. At all events I '11 turn back; periiaps we may reach the brig 
before it comes on* She carries a light, and we can find her oat." 
I then turned the boat round , and steered , as near as I could 
guess , for where the brig was lying. But we had not pulled out 
mere than two minutes, before a low moaning was heard in the aV- 
mesphere — now here, now there — and we appeared to be pull- 
ing through solid darkness, if I may use the eipression. Swin- 
burne looked around him , and pointed out on the starboard bow. 

* * It 's a coming , Mr. Simple, sure enough ; many 's the liviag 
being that will not rise on its legs to«*morrow. See, Sir." 

I looked , and dark as it was , it appeared as if « sort of black 
wall was sweeping along the water right towards us. The moaning 
gradually increased to a stunning roar, and then at once it broke 
upon us with a noise to which no thunder can bear a comparison. 
The sea was perfectly level , but boiling, and covered with a while 
foam, so that we appeared in tho night, to be floating on milk. The 
oars were caught by the wind with snch force, that the men were 
dashed forward under the thwarts, many of them severely hurt. 
Fortunately we pulled with tholes and pins ; or the gunwale and 
planks of the boat would have been wrenched o£f , and we shoald 
have foundered. The wind soon caught the boat on her broadside, 
«nd, had there been the least sea, would have inevitably thrown 
her over; but Swinburne put the helm down, and she fell off be- 
f(Hfe the hurricane, darting through the boUing water, at the rate 
of ten miles an hour. All hands were aghast; they had recovered 
their seats, but were obliged to reUnqnish them, and sit down at 
the bottom, holding on by the thwarts. The terrlfie roaring of the 
hurricane prevented any communication, except by gesture. The 
.other boats had disappeared; lighter than ours, they had flown 
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away fiisler beloK Ihe sweef ing element; but we had not lieen a 
nunute before the wind, before tke sea rose in a most anaccoiuit- 
able manner — it appeared to be by mac;ic. 

Of all the horrors that ever I witnessed, aothing could he eom- 
pared to the scene of this nigbt. We could see nothing, and heard 
only the wind , before which we were Parting like an arrow *- to 
where we knew not, unless it was to certain death. Swinburne 
sleered the boat, every now and then looking back as the waves in- 
creased. In a few minutes we were in a heavy swcU , that at one 
minute bore us all aloft , and at the next almost sheltered us from 
the hurricane : and now the atoiospliere was charged with showers 
of spray, the wind cutting off the summits of the wares , as if with 
a knife, and carrying then along with it, asitwere,'inilsarms. 

The boat was filKng with water, and appeared to settle down 
fast. The menhaled with their hats in silence, whenalaigewave 
culminated over the stem , filling us up to our thwarts. The naxt 
moment we all received a shock so violent , that we were jerked 
from our seats. Swinburne was thrown over my head. Every 
timber of the boat separated at ooce, and she appeared to crumble 
from under us, leaving us floating on the raging waters. We all 
struck out for our lives, but with little hope of preserviag them; 
but the next wave dashed us on the rocks, against which the boat 
had already been buried. That wave gave life to isome, and death 
toothers. Me, in Heaven's m^cy, h preserved: I was liirown 
so high up , that I merely scraped against the top of tb& rock, 
breaking two of my ribs. Swii^ume, and eight more, escaped 
with me, but not unhurt: two had their legs broken, three had 
broken arms , and the others were more or less contused. .Swin- 
burne miraculously received no injury. We had been eighteen in 
the boat, of which ten escaped : the others were buried u^ at ma 
feet; and the next morning we found them dreadftdly mangled. 
One or two had their skulls litendly shattered to pieces against the 
rocks« I felt thati was saved, and wasgratefid; h«t still the hur- 
ricane howled ~r still the waves were wasUng over us. I crawled 
tether up upon the beach, and found Swinburne sitting down 
with his eyes directed seaward. He knew me, look my hand, 
sq[ueezed it, and then held it in his*: For some moments we re- 
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mained in this position, wheo the waves, whith every moment in- 
creased in volume , waslied up to us , and obliged us to crawl fur- 
ther up. 1 then looked around me ; the hurricane continued in its 
fury, but the atmosphere was not so dark. I could trace, for some 
distance , the line of the harbour , from the ridge of foam upon the 
shore; and, for the first time, I thought of O'Brien and the brig. 
I put my mouth close to Swinburne's ear, and cried out, 
'* O'Brien!" Swinburne shook his head, and looked up again at 
the offing. I thought whether there was any chance of the brig's 
escape. She was certainly six, if not seven miles off, and the 
hurricane was not direct on the shore. She might have a drift of 
ten miles, perhaps; but what was that against such tremendous 
power? I prayed for those on board of the brig, and returned 
thanks for my own preservation. I was, or soon should be, a 
prisoner, no doubt; but what was that? I thought of Celeste, and 
felt almost happy; 

In about three hours the force of the wind subsided. It still 
blew a heavy gale; but the sky cleared up, the stars again twinkled 
in the heavens/ and we could see to a considerable distance. 

* ' it 's breaking now , Sir , " said Swinburne at last, ' * satisfied 
with the injury it has done — and that 's no little. This is worse 
than '94." 

**Now I 'd give all my pay and prize-money, if it were only 
daylight , and I could know the fate of the poor Rattlesnake. What 
do you think, Swinburne?" 

** All depends upon whether they were taken unprepared, Sir. 
Captain O'Brien is as good a seaman as ever trod a plank ; but he 
never has been in a hurricane , and may not have known the signs 
and warnings which God in his ipercy has vouchsafed to us. Your 
flush vessels fill easily — but we must hope for the best." 

Most anxiously did we look out for the day, which appeared to 
us as if it never would break. At last, the dawn appeared, and 
we stretched our eyes to every part of the offing as it was lighted 
up ; but we could not see the brig. The sun rose, and all was 
bright and clear; but we looked not around us, our eyes were 
directed to where we had left the brig. The sea was still running 
high, but the wind )ibated fast. 
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« Thank God!" ejaculated Swiobarne, when he had directed 
his eyes along the coast; ** she is above water, at all events ! " — 
and looking in the direction where he pointed , I perceived the brig 
within two miles of the shore, dismantled, and tossing in the 
waves. 

' * I see her ," replied I , catching my breath with jtf ; * ' but — 
still — I think she must go on shore." 

*' All depends upon whether she can get a little bit of sail up to 
weather the point," replied Swinburne; "and depend upon it, 
Captain O'Brien knows that as well as we do." 

We were now joined by the other men who were saved. We aH 
shook hands. They pointed out to me the bodies of our shipmates 
who had perished. I directed them to haul them further up , and 
p\it Ihem all together; and continued , with Swinburne, to watch 
the brig. In about half an hour we perceived a triangle raised; 
and in ten minutes afterwards , a jury-mast abaft — a trysail was 
hoisted and set. Then the shears were seen forward , and in as 
short a time another trysail and a storm-jib were expanded to 
the wind. 

**That 's all be can do now, Mr. Simple," observed Swin- 
burne; *'he must trust to them and to Providence. They are not 
more than a mile from the beach — it will be touch and go." 

Anxiously did we watch for more than half an hour; the other 
men returned to us , and joined in our speculations. At one time 
we thought it impessible — at another , we were certain that she 
would weather the point. At last, as she nearedit, she forged 
a-head : my anxiety became almost insupportable. I stood first 
on one leg, and then on the other, breathless with suspense. 
She appeared to be on the point — actually touching the rocks — 
'*Godl she's struck!" said I. 

**No!" replied Swinburne; — and then we saw her pass on 
the other side of the outermost rock , and disappear. 

**Safe, Mr. Simple! — weathered, by l&od!" cried Swin- 
burne, waving his hat with joy. « 

** God be thanked ! " replied I, overcome with delight. 
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CHAPTER Vlll. 

The devastations of the hurricane— f^eter maizes friends — At destroying 
or saying , nothing like British -seamen — Feter meets with General 
O'Brien, much to his satisfaction — Has another meeting, stiU move 

so •» A gE^t deal of pressing of hands, *^^and aU that," as Pope says. 

•  

Now that the brig was safe , we bought of oiirselyes. My first 
attention was directed to the dead bodies , and as Hooked at their 
aangled limbs , I felt grateful to Heaveo that I had been so mira- 
culously spared. We then cast our eyes along the beach to see if 
we could trace any remnants of the other boats ; but in vaio. We 
were about three miles from the town, wluch we could perceive 
bad received considerable damage, and the beadi below it was 
strewed with wrecks and fragments. I told the meu that we might 
as well walk into the town , and deliver ourselves up as prisoners; 
to which they agreed, and we set forward, promising to send for 
the poor fellows , who were too much hurt to accompany us. 

As soon as we climbed up the rocks, and gained the inland, 
what a sight presented itself to us ! Trees torn up by the roots in 
every direction — cattle lying dead — here and there the remains 
•f a house , of which the other parts had been swept away for 
miles. Every thing not built of solid masonry had disappeared. 
We passed what had been a range of negro huts , but they were le- 
velled to fke ground. The negroes were busily searching for their 
property among the rums , while the women fkM their infants in 
Iheir arms , and the other children by their sides. Here and there 
was the mother wailing over the dead body of some poor little 
thing vHiich had been crushed to death . They took no notice of m. 

About half a mile further on, to our great deKght, wefeftin 
with the crews of the other boats, who were sitting by fhe side of 
^ road. They had all escaped unhurt: their boats being so 
much more buoyant than ours, had been thrown vp high and dry* 
They joined us , and we proceeded on our way. 

On our road we fell in with a cart blown over, under the wheel 
of which was the leg of the negro who conducted it. We released 
the poor fellow : his leg was fractured. We laid him by the side 
of the road in the shade , and continued our march. Our whole 



363 



route was one scene of desolation and distress; but when we ar- 
rived at the town , we found tbat there it was indeed accumulated. 
There was not one house in thi«e standing entire — the beach was 
coYerjBd with the renmaDts of bodies and fragments of vessels, 
whose masts ky forced several feet into the sand , and broken into 
four or five pieces. Parties of sddiers were busy taking away the 
bodies, and removing what few vahiables had been saved. We 
turned up into the town , for no one aecosted us or even noticed 
us ; and here the scene was even more dreadful. In some streets 
they were digging ont those who wore still alive, and whose cries 
were heard among the ruins; in others, they were carrying away 
the dead bodies. Hie lamentations of the relatives — the howling 
of the negroes — the cries of the woundod — the cursing and 
swearing of the French soldiers, and the orders delivered con- 
tioually by officers on horseback , with all the confusion arising 
from crowds of spectators, mingltng their voices together, formed 
a scene as dreadful as it was novel. 

Ailer surveying it for a few mtnutes , I went up to an officer on 
borsebaek, and told him in French , that I wished to surrender 
myself as a prisoner. 

**We have no time to take prisoners now,'' replied he; 
•< hundreds are buried in the ruins , and we Inust try to save them. 
We must now attend to tbe claims of humanity." 

*' Will yon aUow my men to assist you, Sir?" replied!. They 
ive active and strong fellows." 

*'Sir," said he, taking off his hat, **! thank you in the name 
4>f my uolbrtonate countrymen." 

'^Siwvus, then, where we may be most useful." 

He turned and pointed to a house higher up , the offices of 
which were khnrn down. ^^ There are living beings under those 
ruins." 

«€ome, my lads," said I; and sore as they were, my men 
hastened with alajcrity to perform their task. I eould not help them 
myself, my side was so painful; but I stood by giving them 
direetioQs. 

In half an hour we had cleared away, so as to arrive at a poor 
negro gid , wbose cries we had distinctly heard. We released her. 
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and laid her down in the street, but she fainted. Her left hand 
was dreadfully shattered. I was giving what assistance I could, 
and the men were busy clearing away, throwing on one side the 
beams and rafters, when an officer on horseback rode up. He 
stood and asked me who we were. I told him that we belonged to 
the brig, and had been wrecked; and that we were giving what 
assistance we could until they were at leisure to send us to prison. 

**You English are fine brave fellows," replied he, as he 
rode on. 

Another unfortunate object had been recovered by our men, an 
old white-headed negro , but he was too much mangled to live. 
We brought him out, and were laying him beside the negro girl, 
when several officers on horseback rode down the street. The one 
who was foremost, in a general's uniform, I immediately recog- 
nised as my former friend, then Colonel O'Brien. They all stopped 
and looked at us. I told who we were. General O'Brien took off 
his hat to the sailors , and thanked them. 

He did not recognise me , and he was passing on , when I said 
10 him ia English, ** General O'Brien » you have forgotten me; 
but I shall never forget your kindness." 

**My God!" said he, **is it you, my dear fellow?" and he 
sprang from his horse , and shook me warmly by the hand. * *N6 
wonder that I did not know you; you are a very different person 
from little Peter Simple, who dressed up as a girl and danced on 
stilts. But I have to thank you, and so has Celeste, for your 
kindness to her. I wiM not ask you to leave your work of charity 
and kindness ; but when you have done what you can , come up to 
my house. Any one will show it to you ; and if you do not find me 
you will find Celeste , as you must be aware I cannot leave this 
melancholy employment. God bless you!" He then rode off , fol* 
lowed by his staff. 

"Come, my lads," said I, ''depend upon it we shall not be 
very cruelly treated. Let us work hard, and do all the good we 
can , and the Frenchmen won't forget it." 

We had cleared that house , and went back to where the other 
people were working under the orders of the officer on horseback. 
I went up to him , and told him we had saved two , and if he had 
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no objection , woald assist his party. He thankfully accepted our 
services. 

** And now, my lads/' said Swinburne, 'Met us forget all our 
bruises , and show these French fellows how to work." 

And they did so — they tossed away the beams and rafters right 
and left, with a quickness and deiterity which quite astonished the 
officer and other inhabitants who were looking on ; and in half an 
hour had done more work than could have been possibly expected. 
Several lives were saved , and the French expressed their admira- 
tion at our sailors' conduct, and brought them something to drink, 
which they stood much in need of, poor fellows. After that they 
worked double tides , as we say, and certainly were the means of 
saving many lives , which otherwise would have been sacrificed. 

The disasters occasioned by this hurricane were very great, 
owing to its having taken place at night, when the chief of the in- 
habitants were in bed and asleep. I was told, that most of the 
wood houses were down five minutes after the hurricane burst upon 
them. About noon there was no more work for us to do , and I 
was not sorry that it was over. My side was very painful, and the 
burning heat of the sun made me feel giddy and sick at the 
stomach. 

I inquired of a respectable looking old Frenchman , which was 
the general's house. He directed me to it , and I proceeded there, 
followed by my men. When I arrived , I found the orderly lead- 
ing away the horse of General O'Brien , who had just returned. 
I desired a seijeant, who was in attendance at the door, to acquaint 
the general that I was below. He returned, and desired me to 
follow him. I was conducted into a large room, where I found 
him in company with several officers. He again greeted me warmly, 
and introduced me to the company as the officer who had permitted 
the ladies y who had been taken prisoners, to come on shore. 

'*I have to thank you, then, for my wife," said an officer, 
coming up , and offering his hand. 

Another came up, and told me that I had also released his. 
We then entered into a conversation, in which I stated the occasion 
of my having been wrecked, and all the particulars; also, that I 
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bid seen die brig in the morning disuasCed , but ikat she bad 
weathered the point , and was safe. 

**That brig of yours, I mast pay yon the compliment to say, has 
been yery troublesome ; and my namesake keeps the batteries more 
upon the alert than ever I could have done/' said General O'Brien. 
**I don't believe there is a negro five years old upon the island who 
does not know your brig." 

We then tafked over the attack of the privateer, in which we 
were beaten off. *'Ah!" replied the aid-der-camp , '* you made a 
mess of that. He has been gone these four months. Captain 
Carnot swears that he '11 fight you if he falls in with you." 

*'He has kept his word," replied I: and then I narrated our 
action with the three French privateers, and the capture of the Tea- 
sel; which surprised, and, I think, annoyed them very much. 

**WeIl, my friend," said General O'Brien, *'you must stay 
with me while you are on the island ; if you want any thing, let me 
know." 

** I am afraid that I want a surgeon ," replied I; '* for my side 
is so painful , that I can scarcely breathe." 

'*Are you hurt, then?" said General O'Brien, with an anxious 
look. 

''Not dangerously, I believe," said I, ''but rather painfully." 

"Let me see," said an officer, who stepped forward; "lam 
surgeon to the forces here , and perhaps you wHl trust yourself in 
my haihls. Take off your coat." 

I did so with difficulty. "Tou have two ribs broken," said he, 
feeling my side, "and a very severe contusion. Tou must go to 
bed, or lie on a sofa, for a few days. In a quarter of an hour I 
will come and dress yon , and promise you to make you all well in 
ten days, in return for your having given me my daughter, who 
wars on board of the Vfctorine with the other ladies." The officers 
now raa4e their bows , and left me alone with General O^Brien. 

"Eecellect," seldhe, "thatlteHityouoneeforall, that my 
purse, and every thing, is at your command. If you do not accept 
them freely, I shall think you do not love us. It is not the first 
time, Peter, and you repaid me booovrably. However, of course, 
I was no party to that affair; it was Celeste's doing," conthiued 
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he, laogliiag. ' ' Of course I could nd imagine that it vas you wht 
vas dressed up tfs a woman , and so impudently danced through 
France on stilts. Bu4 i imist hemr all your atdTontures, by and by. 
Celeste is ra^st aoiious to see you. Will you g9 now , or wait lift 
after the surgeon comes?" 

**0 DOW, if you please., general. May I first beg ituA some 
care may be tat&en of my poor men ; tfaey ha^e had nothing to eat 
since yesterday, are very mach bruised, and have worked hard; 
and that a cart may be sent for these who lie maimed on the 
beach?" 

**I should have thought of them before ," replied he: '' and I 
will also order the same party to bory the other poor fellows who 
are lying on the beach. Come now — I will take you to Celeste?" 

CHAPTER IX. 

Broken ribs not likely to produce broken hearts — O'Brien rnahe^ some- 
thing very Uke a declaration of peace — Peter Simple aetaa^ maken 
a declaration of love — Bash proceedings on all sides. 

I folijOWed the general into a faaudsomely furnished apart* 
ment , where I foand Celeste waiting to receive me. She ran ta 
me as soon as I entered ; and with what pleasure did I take her 
hand, and look oa her beautiful, eipressive counleaance! I 
could not say a word -^ neither dad Celeste. For a minute I held 
her hand in miae , looking at her; the general stood by regarding 
us alternately. He then turned round and walked to the window. 
I lifted the hand to my lips , and then released ft. 

'* It appears to be a dream, abnosC," said Celeste. 

I could not make any reply , but continued to gaze uipon her — 
she had grown up into such a beautiful crealure. Her figure was 
perfect, and the eipression of her countenance wa^ so varied -^ 
so full of intellect and feeling — it was angeKc. Her eyes, su^ 
fused with tears, beamed so softly, so kindly on me, I tovAi. 
have fallen down and worshipped her. 

*«Come," said General O'Bdenr; '^come, my dear frieod; 
now that you have seen Celeste, the surgeon must sea yo«.'' 

'''The surgeoiarl " cried Celeste with alarm. 
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'*Tes, my love; it is of no conseipieDee — only a couple of 
ribs broken." 

I followed General O'Brien out of the room , and as I came to 
the door, I turned round to look at Celeste. She had retreated to 
the sofa, and her handkerchief was up to her eyes. The surgeon 
was waiting for me; he bandaged me, and appKed some cooling 
lotion to my side, which made me feel quite comfortable. 

**I must now leave you," said General O'Brien; '^you had 
better lie down for an hour or two, and then, if I am not back, 
you know your way to Celeste." 

I lay down as he requested ; but as soqp as I heard the clatter 
of the horse's hoofs, as he rode off^ I left the room^ and hurried 
to the drawing-room. Celeste was there, and hastened to inquire 
if I was much hurt. I replied in the negative, and told her, that 
I had come down to prove it to her; and we then sat down on the 
sofa together. 

"I have the misfortune never to appear before you. Celeste, 
eicept in a very unprepossessing state. When you first saw me, 
I was wounded ; at our next meeting I was in woman's clothes ; the 
last time we met I was covered with dirt and gunpowder; and now 
J return to you, wounded and in rags. I wonder whether I shall 
ever appear before you as a gentleman." 

* * It is not the clothes which make the gentleman, Peter. I am 
loo happy to see you to think of how you are dressed. I have never 
yet thanked you for your kindness to us when we last met. My 
father will never forget it." 

**Nor have I thanked you , Celeste, for your kindness in drop- 
ping the purse into the hat, when you met me trying to escape 
from France. I have never forgotten you, and since we met the 
last time, you have hardly ever been out of my thoughts. Tou 
don't know how thankful I am to the hurricane for having blown 
me into your presence. When we cruised in the brig, I have often 
eumined the towh with my glass, trying to fancy that I had my 
eye upon the hoilse you were in; and have felt so happy when we 
were close In shore , because I knew that I was nearer to you." 

"And, Peter, lam sure I have often watched the brig, and 
have been so glad to see it come nearer, and then so afraid that 
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the batteries would fire at you. What a pity it is that my father 
and you should be opposed to each other — we might l)e so 
happy!" 

"And may be yet, Celeste," replied L 

We conversed for two hoars , which appeared to be but ten 
minutes. I felt that I was in love , but I do not think that Celeste 
had any idea at the time that she was — but I leave the reader 
to judge from the little conversation I have quoted, whether she 
was not, or something very much approaching to it. 

The neit morning, I went out early to look for the brig, and, 
to my great delight, saw her about six miles off the harbour's 
mouth, .standing in for the land. She had now got up very re- 
spectable jury-masts, with topgallants for topsails , and appeared 
to be well under command. When she was within three miles of 
the harbour, she lowered the jolly boat, the only one she had 
left, and it pulled in-shore with a flag of truce hoisted at the bows. 
I immediately returned to my room, and wrote a detailed account 
of what had taken place , ready to send to O'Brien , when the boat 
returned, audi, of course, requested him to send me my effects, 
as I had nothing but what I stood in. I had just completed my 
letter when General O'Brien came in. 

*'My dear friend," said he, *'I have just received a flag of truce 
from Captain O'Brien , requesting to know the fate of his boats' 
crews, and permission to send in return the clothes and effects of 
the survivors." 

**Ihave written down the whole circumstances for him, and 
made the same request to him," replied I; and I handed him my 
letter. He read it over , and returned it. 

"But, my dear lad, you must think very poorly of us French- 
men , if you imagine that we intend to detain you her6 as a pri- 
soner. In the first place, your liberation of so many French sub- 
jects, when you captured the Yictorine, would entitle you to a 
similar act of kindness; and, in the next place, you have not 
been fairly captured, but by a visitation of Providence , which, 
by the means of the late storm, must destroy all national antipa- 
thies, and promote that universal philanthropy between all men, 
which your brave fellows proved that they possess. You are, 

Ftt^r SimpU. ^24 
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therefore, free to depart with aU your mia, and we shall stiU hold 
onrselvee you debtors. How is your aide to^-day ? " 

"Oh, very bad, indeed," replied I; for I could not bear the 
idea of returning to the brig so soon, ifor I had been obliged to 
quit Celeste very soon after dinnemthe day before, and go to bed. 
I had not yet had jnuch conversation wKh her, nor had I teld Oe*- 
neral O'Brien how it was that we escaped from FrMce. *' I doo't 
think I can possibly go on board to-^day , but 1 feel veiy grauful to 
you for your kindness." 

^'Weli, well," replied the general, who observed ny feelings, 
«* I do not think it is necessary that you shottld go on board to-day. 
I will send the men and your letter, and I will write to Captain 
O'Brien to say, that you are in bed, and will wat bear flMVnig 
tmtil the day after to-morrow. Will that do ? " 

I thought it but a very short time, b«t I saw that the general 
looked as if he -ea^ected me to consent ; se I did, 

"The boat tan come and return <again ^ith some of your clo- 
thes;" comtinued the general; "and I will tell Captain O'Brien 
that if he comes off the month of the harbour the day after lo-wor* 
row , I will send you on board in one of our beats." 

He then took my letter , and quitted the room. As soon as lie 
wisgone, I found myself quite well eaough to go to Celeste, who 
waited for me , and I told her what had passed. That mommg I 
sat with her and the general , and narrated all my adventures, 
which amused the general very much. I did not conceal the con* 
duct of my uncle, and the hopes which I faintly entertained of 
being able , some day or another, to discover the fraud which had 
been practised , or how very unfavourable were my future pro- 
s|>eets if I did not succeed. At this portion of my narr^itive , the 
general appeared very thoughtful and grave. When I had finished, 
it was near dinner-time, and I found that my dotiies had arrived 
with a letter from O'Brien, who stated bow miserable he had been 
at the supposition of my 'loss, and his delight at my escape. He 
stated , that on going down into the cabin after I had shoved oif, 
he, by chance, cast his eyes ena the barometer, and, to his sur- 
prise, found that it had fallen two inches , wbicAi he had lueen told 
was Uie case previous to a hurricane. This, combined irilh the 
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peculiar state of the atmosphere , had indaced him to make every 
preparation , and that they had just completed their work when it 
came on. The brig was thrown on her beam ends , and lay there 
forhalfanhottr, when they were forced to cut away the masts to 
right her. That they did not weather the point the next morning 
by mdre than half a cable's letigth; and concluded by saying, that 
the idea of my death had made him so unhappy, that if it had not 
been for the sake of the men, it was almost a matter of indifference 
to him whether he had been lost or not. He had written to Oeneral 
0*Brien , thanking him for his kindness ; and that , if fifty vessels 
should pass the brig, he would not capture one of them, until I 
was on board again , even if he were dismissed the service for neg- 
lect of duty. He said , tbttt the brig sailed almost as fast under 
jury-masts as she did before,* and that, as soon as I came on 
board, he should go bdck to Barbadoes. *'As for your ribs being 
so bad, Peter, that's all bother," continued he; *'I know that 
you are making arrangements for another sort of rib , as soon as 
you can manage it ; but you must stop a little , my boy. You 
shall be a lord yet, as I always promised you that you should. It's 
a long lane that has no turning — so good-bye." 

When I was alone with Celeste , I showed her O'Brien's letter. 
I had read the part of it relative to his not intending to make any 
capture while I was on shore to General O'Brien , who replied, 
" that under such circumstances he thought he should do right to 
detain me a little longer; but," said he, ''O'Brien is a man of 
honour, and is worthy of his name." 

When Celeste came to that part of the letter in which 
O'Brien stated that I was looking after another rib, and which I 
had quite forgotten, she asked me to explain it; for aithough she 
could read and speak English very well , she had not been suffi- 
ciently accustomed to it, to comprehend the play upon words. I 
translated, and then said — *< Indeed, Celeste, I had forgotten 
that observation of O'Brien's , or I should net have shown you the 
letter; but he has stated the truth. After aR your kindness to me, 
how can I help being in love wl& you? and need I add, that I 
should consider it the greatest hiessing which Heaven could grant 
me , if you could feel so much regard for me, as one day to become 

24* 
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my wife. Don*t be angry with me for telting yoa the truth," coa- 
tinued I , for Celeste coloured up as I spoke to her. 

**0 no! I am not angry with you^ Peter; far from it. It is 
Tery complimentary to me -- what you have just said." 

"I am aware," continued I, *'that at present I have little 
to offer you — indeed, nothing, I am not even such a match 
as your father might approve of; but you know my whole history, 
and what my desires are." 

''My dear father loves me, Peter, and he loves you too, very 
much — he always did , from the hour he saw you — he was so 
pleased with your candour and honesty of character. He has 
often told me so , and very often talked of you." 

**Well, Celeste, tell me, may I, when far away, be per- 
mitted to think of you , and indulge a hope, that some day we may 
meet never to part again?" And I took Celeste by the hand, and 
put my arm round her waist. 

''I don't know what to say ," replied she , *'I will speak to my 
father, or perhaps you will; but I will never marry anybody else, 
ifl can help it." 

I drew her close to me, and kissed her. Celeste burst into 
tears, and laid her head upon my shoulder. When General 
O'Brien came in , I did not attempt to move , nor did Celeste. 

*' General," said I, ** you may think me to blame , but I have 
not been able to conceal what I feel for Celeste. Tou may think 
that I am imprudent, and that I am wrong in thus divulging what 
I ought to have concealed, until I was in a situation to warrant 
my aspiring to your daughter's hand ; but the short time allowed 
me to be in her company, the fear of losing her, and my devoted 
Attachment, will, I trust, plead my excuse." 

The general took one or two turns up and down the room , and 
then replied — " What says Celeste ? " 

** Celeste will never do any thing to make her father unhappy," 
replied she, going up to him and hiding her face in his breast, 
with her arm round hU neck. 

The general kissed his daughter, and then said, "I will be 
frank with yoa, Mr. Simple. I do not, know any man whom I 
.would prefer to you as a son-in-law ; but there are many consider- 
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atioDS which yonng people are very apt to forget. I do not inter-- 
fere in your attachment , which appears to be mutual; but at the 
same time , I will have no promise , and no engagement. Tou 
may never meet again. However, Celeste is very young, and I 
shall not put any constraint upon her; and at the same time you 
are equally free, if time and circumstances should alter your pre- 
sent feelings." 

'*I can ask no more, my dear Sir," replied I, taking the ge- 
neral by the hand ; " it is candid — more than I had any reason to 
expect. I shall now leave you with a contented mind ; and the 
hopes of one day claiming Celeste shall spur me to exertion." 

''Now, if you please, we will drop the subject," said the ge- 
neral. "Celeste, my dear, we have a large party to dinner , as 
you know. You had better retire to your room and get ready. I 
have asked all the ladies that you liberated, Peter, and all. their 
husbands and fathers', so you will have the pleasure of witnessing 
how many people you made happy by your gallantry. Now that 
Celeste has left the room, Peter, I must beg that^ as a man of 
honour , you do not exact from her any more promises , or induce 
her to tie herself down to you by oaths. Her attachment to you 
has grown up with her unaccountably, and she is already too fond 
of you for her peace of mind , should accident or circumstances 
part you for ever. Let us hope for the best , and , depend upon 
it, that it shall be no trifling obstacle which will hinder me from 
seeing yon one day united " 

1 thanked the general with tears : he shook me warmly by the 
hand as I gave my promise , and we separated. 

How happy did I feel when I went into my room , and sat down 
to compose my mind , and think over what had happened. True, 
at one moment, the thought of my dependent situation threw a 
damp over my joy ; but in the next I was building castles , invent- 
ing a discovery of my uncle's plot, fancying myself in possession 
of the title and property, and laying it at the feet of my dear Ce- 
leste. Hope sustained my spirits , and lYelt satisfied for the pre- 
sent with the consideration that Celeste returned my love. I 
decked myself carefully, and went down, where I found all the 
company assembled. We had a very pleasant, happy party, and 
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the ladies entreated General O'Brien to detain me as a prisoner -^. 
Yery kind of them — and I felt yery much disposed to join in their 

ve^est. 

I 

j CHAPTER X. 

! Peter Simple first takes a command , then three West Indiamen , and 

twenty prisoners — One good turn deserves another — The prisoners 
' endeavour to take him, but are themselves taken in. 

The next day I vas very unhappy. The brig was in the offing 
waiting for me to come on board. I pointed her out to Celeste as 
we were at the window , and her eyes met mine. An hour's eon- 
Tersation could not have said more. General O'Brien showed that 
he had perfect confidence in me , for he left us together. 

" Celeste /' said I , ' ' I have promised your father — " 

**I know what has passed, ** interrupted she; *^he told me 
every thing." 

'* How kind he is ! But I did not say that I would not bind my- 
self. Celeste." 

'* No ! but my father made me promise that you should not** 
that if you attempted , I was immediately to prevent you -^ and so 
I shall." 

**Then you shall keep your word, Celeste. Imagine evcrj 
thing that can be said in this — " and I kissed her. 

*' Don't think me forward, Peter, but I wish you to go away 
happy," said Celeste; **and therefore, in return, imagine all I 
could say in this — " and she returned my salute > kissing my 
t. cheek. 

After this , we had a eonversation of two hours ; bst what lo^ 
vers say is very silly , except to themselves , and the reader need 
not be troubled with it. General O'Brien came in , and told me 
the boat was ready. I rose up — I was satisfied with what had 
passed, and with a firm voice I said , ''Good^-bye, Celeste; God 
bless you!" and followed the general, who, wiUa some of his 
officers, walked down with me to the beach. I thanked the ge- 
neral, who embraced me, paid my adieus to the oflieerS, aod 
stepped into the boat. In half an hour I was on board of the brig^ 
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nod io O'Brien's arms. We pat the helm up , and in a short time 
the town «f St. Pierre was shut out from my longing iight , and we 
were on our way to Baihadoes. That d^y was passed in the eabin 
with O'Brien , giving him a minute detail of all that had passed. 

When we anchored onee more in Carlisle Bay , we found that 
the hurricane had been much more extensive in the Windward Is- 
lands than we had imagined. Several men-of-war were lying 
there , having lost one or more of their masts , and there was great 
difficulty in supplying the wants of so many. As we arrived the 
last , of coarse we were last served ; and , there being no boats 
left in store, there was no chance of our being ready for sea under 
two or three months. The Joan d'Arc schooner privateer was still 
Jying there , but had not been fitted out for want of men ; and the 
admiral proposed to O'Brien that he should man her with a part of 
' his ship's company, and send one of his lieutenants out to cruise 
in her. / This was gladly assented to by O'Brien, who came on 
board and asked me whether I should like to have her, which I 
•greed to , as I was quite tired of Barbadoes and fried flying fish. 

I selected two midshipmen , Swinburne, and twenty men, and 
haviog taken on board provisions and wa(er for three months , 1 
received my written instructions from O'Brien, and made sail. 
We soon discovered that the masts which the American had sold 
to the schooner, were much too large for her: she was consider- 
ably overmasted , and we were obliged to be very careful. I stood 
for Trinidad, off which island was to be my cruising grounjd , and 
in three weeks had recaptured three West Indiamen ; when i found 
myself so short of hands , that I was obliged to return to Barba- 
does. I had put four hands into the first vessel , which , with the 
Englishmen, prisoners, were sufficient, and three hands into the 
two others; tot I was very much embarrassed with ny prisoners, 
who aiiKDO«(e<lio nearly double my ship's company, remaining on 
board. Both the midslilpmen I had sent away, and I consulted 
vAnh Swinburne as le what was best to be done. 

''Why, the fact is, Mr. Simple, Captain O'Brien ought to 
have given us more hands ; twenty men are little enough for a yes- 
sd with a boom mainsaii like the one we have here ; and now we 
hate imiy ten left ! hut I suppose he did not expect us to be so 
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lucky, and it 's trae enough that be has plenty of work for the 
ship's covipanj, now that he has to turn every thing in afresh. As 
for the prisoners, I think we had better run close in, and give 
them two of our boats to take them on shore. At all events, we 
must be rid of them , and not be obliged to have one eye aloft , and 
the other down the hatchway, as we must now." 

This advice corresponded with my own ideas, and I ran in- 
shore , gave them the stem boat and one of the larger ones , which 
held them all, and sent them away, leaving only one boat for the 
schooner, which was hoisted up on the starboard chess-tree. It 
fell a dead calm as we sent away the prisoners ; we saw them land 
and disappear over the rocks, and thought ouiselves well rid of 
them, as they were twenty-two in number, most of them Spa- 
niards , and very stout, ferocious looking fellows. 

It continued calm during the whole day, much to our an- 
noyance, as I was very anxious to get away as soon as I could; 
still I could not help admiring the beauty of the scenery — the lofty 
mountains rising abruptly from the ocean , and towering in the 
clouds, reflected on the smooth water, as clear as in a looking 
glass, every colour, every tint, beautifully distinct. The schoo- 
ner gradually drifted close in-shore , and we qould perceive" the 
rocks at the bottom, many fathoms deep. Not a breath of wind 
was to be seen on the surface of the water for several miles round, 
although the horizon in the offing showed that there was a smart 
breeze outside. 

Night came on , and we still lay becalmed. I gave my orders 
to Swinburne, who had the first watch, and retired to my stand- 
ing bed-place in the cabin. I was dreaming, and I hardly need 
say who was the object of my visions. I thought I was in Eagle 
Park , sitting down with her under one of the large chestnut trees, 
which formed the avenue, when I felt my shoulder roughly pushed. 
I sUrted up — ** What is the matter? Who 's that— Swinburne?" 

**Tes, Sir. On with your clothes immediately, as we have 
work on hand, I expect;" and Swinburne left the cabin imme- 
diately. 

I heard him calling the other men who were below. I knew 
that Swinburne would not give a false alarm. In a minute I was 
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on deck, where I foond he had just arrived, and was looking at 
the stern of the schooner. 

** What is that, Swinburne? " said I. 

*' Silence, Sir. Hark! don't you hear them?" 

"Yes," replied I; *'the sound of oars." 

** Exactly, Sir ; depend upon it, those Spaniards have got more 
help , and are coming back to take the yessel ; they know we have 
only ten hands on board." 

By this time the men were all on deck. I directed Swinburne 
to see all the muskets loaded, and ran down for my own sword and 
pistols. The water was so smooth , and the silence so profound, 
that Swinburne had heard the sound of the oars at a considerable 
distance. Fortunate it was, that I had such a trusty follower. 
Another might have] slumbered, and the schooner have been 
boarded and captured without our being prepared. When I came 
on deck again I spoke to the men , exhorted them to do their duty, 
and pointed out to them that these cuMhroat villains would cer- 
tainly murder us all if we were taken , which I firmly believe would 
have been the case. The men declared that they would sell their 
lives as dearly as they could. We had twenty muskets , and the 
same number of pistols, all of which were now loaded. Our guns 
were also ready, but of no use, now that the schooner had not 
steerage-way. 

' The boats were in sight , about a quarter of a mile astern , when 
Swinburne said, *' There 's a cat's paw flying along the water, 
Mr. Simple; if we could only have a little wind, how we w^ld 
laugh at them ; but I 'm afraid there 's no such luck. Shall we let 
them know that we are ready?" 

'*Let every one of us take two muskets," said I: *'when the 
first boat is under the counter, take good aim , and discharge into 
one of the boats; then seize the other musket, and discharge it at 
the other boat. After that, we must trust to our cutlasses and 
pistols; for if they come on, there will be no time to load again. 
Keep silence , all of you." 

The boats now came up full of men; but as we remained per- 
fectly quiet, they pulled up gently, hoping to surprise us. For- 
tunately, one was a little in advance of the other ; upon which I 
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altered my directions, and desired my men to fire their second 
musket into the first boat, as, if we could disable her, we were an 
equal match for those in the other. When the boat was within six 
yards of the schooner's counter, **Now!" said I, and all the 
muskets were discharged at once, and my men cheered. Several 
of (he oars dropped, and I was sure we had done great execution; 
but they were laid held of by the other men , who had not been 
pulling , and again the boat advanced to the counter. 

**Good aim, my lads, this time," cried Swinburne; **th6 
other boat will be alongside as soon as you have fired. Mr. Simple, 
the schooner has headway , and there 's a strong breeze coming 
ap. 

Again we discharged our ten muskets, into the boat, but this 
time we waited until the bowman had hooked on the planesbear 
with his boat-hook , and our fire was very effective. I was sur- 
prised to find that the other boat was not on board of us: but a 
light breeze had come up, and the schooner glided through the 
water. Still she was close under our counter, and would have been 
aboard in a minute. 

In the mean time, the Spaniards who were in the first boat wer« 
climbing up the side , and were repulsed by my *nen with great 
success. The breeze freshened, and Swinburne ran to the hebn* 
I perceived the schooner was going fast through the water, aad the 
second boat could hardly hold her own. I ran to where the boat- 
hooli was fixed on the planesbear, and unhooked it; the boat fell 
astern , leaving two Spaniards clinging to the side , who were cut 
down , and they fell into the water. 

'* Hurrah! all safe!" cried SwinJi^nrne ; *'aod now to punish 
them." 

The schoonier was now darling along at the rate of five miles, 
with an increasing breeze. We stood in for two minutes, then 
tacked, and ran for the boats. Swinburne steered, and I con- 
tinued standing in the bows , surrounded by the rest of the men. 
''Starboard a littie, Swintmne." 

'* SUrboardii is." 

** Steady — steady : I see the first boat, she is close under our 
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bows. Steady — port — port — port a little — port. Look out, 
my lads , and cat down all who climb Up." 

Crash went the schooner on to the boat , the men in her in vaia 
endeavouring to escape us. For a second or two , she appeared to 
right, until her farther gunwale was borne down under the water; 
she turned up, and the schooner went over her, sending every 
soul in her to their account. One man clung on to a rope, and 
was towed for a few seconds, but a cutlass divided the rope at the 
gunwale , and with a faint shriek he disappeared . The other boat 
was close to us, and perceived what had been done. They remained 
with their oars poised, all ready to pull so as to evade the schooner. 
We steered for her, and the schooner was now running at the rate 
of seven miles an hour* When close under our bows , by very 
dexterously pulling short round with their starboard oars , we only 
struck her with our bow; and before she went down many of the 
Spaniards had gained the deck , or were clinging to the side of the 
vessel. They fought with desperation , but we were too strong for 
them. It was only those who had gained the deck which we had to 
eontend with. The others clung for a time, and, unable to get up the 
sides, one by one dropped into the water and went astern. In a 
minute, those«on deck were lying at our feet, and in a minute 
more, they were tossed overboard afler their companions; not^ 
however, until one of them struck me through the calf of the leg 
with his knife, as we were lifliog him over the gunwale. I do not 
mean to say that the Spaniards were not justified in attempting to 
take the schooner; but still, as we had liberated them but a few 
bours before , we felt that it was unhandsome and treacherous on 
their part, and therefore showed them no quarter. There were 
two of my men wounded as well as myself, but not severely, which 
-WMS fortunate, as we had no surgeon on board, and oaly about 
half a yard of diachylum plaster in the vessel* 

«* Well out of that. Sir," said Swinburne, as I limped aft. 
'* By the I^ord Harry ! it might have been a pretty go.** 

Jixsi^ shaped our course for Barbadoes , I dressed my leg, 
and went down to sleep. This time I did not dream of Celeste, but 
fought the Spaniards over again, thought I was wounded, and 
ftwoke with the pain of my leg* 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Feter turned out of his command by his vessel turning bottom up — A 
cruise on a main>boom , with shark en attendant — Self and crew, 
with several flying fish , taken on board a negro boat -^ Peter regene- 
rates by putting on a new outward man. 

We made Barbadoes without any further.adventare, and were 
about ten miles off the bay, steeriog with a very li^t breeze, and 
I went down into the cabin expecting to be at anchor before break- 
fast the next morning. It was just daylight, when I fonnd myself 
thrown out of my bed-place , on the deck , on the other side of the 
cabin , and heard the rushing of water. I sprang up , I knew the 
schooner was on her beam ends , and gained the deck. I was 
correct in my supposition : she had been upset by what is called a 
white squall, and in two .minutes would be down. All the men 
were up on deck, some dressed, others like myself, in their 
shirts. Swinburne was aft; he had an axe in his hand, cutting 
away the rigging of the main-boom. I saw what he was about; 
I seized another, and disengaged the jaw-rope and small gear 
about the mast. We had no other chance ; our boat was under the 
water, being hoisted up on the side to leeward. All this, how- 
ever, was but the work of two minutes ; and I could not help ob- 
serving by what trifles lives are lost or saved. Had the axe not 
been fortunately at the capstem , I should not have been abje to cut 
the jaw-rope, Swinburne would not have had time, and the main- 
boom would have gone down with the schooner. Fortunately we 
had cleared it; the schooner filled , righted a little, and then sank, 
dragging us and the main-boom for a few seconds down in its 
vortex, and then we rose to the surface. 

The squall still continued , but the water was smooth. K soon 
passed over, and again it was nearly calm. I counted the men 
clinging to the boom, and found that they were all there. Swin- 
burne was next to me. He was holding with one hand , while with 
the other he felt in his pocket for his quid of tobacco , which he 
thrust into his cheek. '* I wasn't on deck at the time , Mr. Simple," 
said he, *'or this wouldn't have happened. I had just been re- 
lieved, and I told Collins to look out sharp for squalls. I only 
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mention it ^ that ifyou are saved, and I am not, you mayn't think 
I was neglectful of my duty. We arn't far from the land, but 
still we are more likely to fall in with a shark than a friend, I 'm 
thinking." 

This, indeed, had been my thoughts, but I had concealed 
them ; but after Swinburne had mentioned the sharlc , I very often 
looked along the water for their fins , and down below to see if they 
were coming up to tear us to pieces. It was a dreadful feeling. 

'*]t was not your fault, Swinburne, I am sure. I ought to 
have relieved you myself, but I kept the first watch , and was tired. 
We must put our trust in Grod : perhaps we may yet be spared." 

It was now almost calm, and the sun had mounted in the 
heavens : the scorching rays were intolerable upon our heads, for 
we had not the defence of hats. I felt my brain on fire , and was 
inclined to drop into the water, to screen myself from the intoler- 
able heat. As the day advanced , so did our sufferings increase. 
It was a dead calm, the sun perpendicular over us, actually 
burning that part of our bodies which rose clear of the water. 
I could have welcomed even a shark to relieve me of my torment; 
but I thought of Celeste, and I clung to life. Towards the after- 
noon, I felt sick and dizzy; my resolution failed me; my vision 
was imperfect; but I was roused by Swinburne, who cried out, 
"A boat , by all that 's gracious ! Hang on a little longer, my men, 
and you are saved." 

It was a boat full of negroes, who had come out to catch flying 
fish. They had perceived the spar on the water, and hastened to 
secure the prize* They dragged us aD in, gave us water, which ap- 
peared like nectar, and restored us to our fleeting senses. They 
made fast the boom , and towed it in-shore. We had not been ten 
minutes on our way, when Swinburne pointed to the fin of a large 
shark above the water. **Look there, Mr. Simple." I shuddered, 
and made no answer; but I thanked God in my heart. 

In two hours we were landed, but were too ill to walk. We were 
carried up to the hospital , bled , and put into cots. I had a brain 
fever, which lasted siz or seven days, during which O'Brien never 
left my bedside. My head was shaved, all the skin came off my face 
like a mask, as well as off my back and shoulders. We were put 
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foto baths of brandy and water, and in tbree v^els were all reco- 
fcred. 

''Tbat was but^n unlucky schooner from be^nnfaigto end^" 
observed O'Brien, after I had narrated the events of my cruise. 
**'Wq had a bkd beginning with her, and we had a bad ending. 
6he 's gone to the bottom, and the devil go with her ; however, all 's 
irell that ends well, and, Peter, you 're worth a dozen dead men yet ; 
but you occasion me a great deal of trouble end aniiety , that 's the 
Iriilh of it, and I doubt if I shall ever rear you, after A\." 

I returned to my duty on board oC the brig, which was now 
nearlyready for sea. One morning O'Brien came on board and said, 
**P6ler, I *ve a piece of news for you. Our gwmer is appointed to 
the Allies, and the admiral has given me a gunoei^s warrant for 
old Swinbume. Send for him on deck." 

Swinblirne was summoned, and came roHfng up the hatchway. 
'*Swinbufoe/' saidO'BrieD, ''you hav« done your ^uty well, and 
you are now gunner of Ae Rattlesnake. Here Is your warrant, and 
I 've great pleasure in getting it for yon." 

Swinburne turned the quid in his cheek, and then replied, 
^'Hay I be so bold as to ax , Captain O'Brien, whether I tnust wear 
one of them loi^ tog, swallow-tailed coats — because if so, I'd 
prefer being a quarter-master?" 

'* A gunner may wear a jacket , Swlobume , if he likes : wtien 
you go on shore, you may bend the swallow-tail, if you please." 

** WeH , Sir , then if that 's the case , I '11 takie ^e warrant , be- 
cause I know it will please tite old woman." 

So saying, Swinburne bitched up bis trowsers, and went down 
below. I may here observe, that Swinburne kept to his round jacket 
uDl^'Our arrival in England, when the ** dd wom'an," his wife, who 
thought her dignity at stake, soon made bitti shf p the swallow-tail ; 
and after ft was onee on, Swinbufme too^ a fancy to it hfimself, and 
always wore it, except when be was at sea. 

The same evenhig, as I was coming wttii t)*Brien from the go- 
vernor's house , where I bad dined , we passed a building, lighted 
up. ** Whaft can thatbe?" observed O'Brien : <*not a dignity ban 
— tbefe is no music." Our curiosity induced us to enter , and wo 
found it to be fitted up as a temporary chapd , filled with black and 
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coloured people, who were ranged on tbe forms, and waiting for 
the preacher. 

**it is a Ifethodlst meeting," said I to O'Brien. 

« Never mind," said he, ** let os hear what is going on." 

In a moment afterwards the pulpit was filled , not by a white 
Bian, as we had anticipated, bat by a tall negro. He was dressed in 
black, and his hair, which it was impossible to comb down straight, 
was plaited into fifty little tails, with lead tied at the end of them, 
like you sometimes see the mane of a horse : this produced a some- 
what more clerical appearance* His throat was open , and collar 
laid badt ; the wristbands of his shirt very large and white , and he 
flourished a white cambric handkerchief. 

" What a. dandy he is ! '* whispered O'Brien. 

I thought it almost too absurd , when he said he would take the 
liberty to praise God in the 17th hymu , and beg all the company to 
join chorus. He then gave out the stanzas in the moi^ strange pro- 
nunciation. 

*^ Gentle Jesus, Godumlub," &c. 

When the hymn was finished, which was sung by the whole ooo- 
gregation , in most delightful discord — for every one chose bis 
own key — he gave an extempore prayer, which was most unfortu- 
nately incomprehensible, and then commenced his discourse, which 
was on Faith, I shall omit the head and front of his offending, 
which would, perhaps, liardly be gratifying, althongh ludicrous. 
He reminded me of a monkey imitating a man ; but what amused 
me most, was his finale, in which he told his audience that there 
co)ild be no faith without charity. For a little while he descafted 
upon this generally, and at last became personal. His words were, 
as well as I can recollect, nearly as follows : — 

''And now you see, my dear bredren, how unpossiMe to go to 
heaven, with all the faith in the world , without charity. Chaitty 
mean, give away. Suppose you no^ve — yo« no ab charity; sop- 
pose you no ab charity — you no »h faith; suppose you no ab faith 
— you all go to hell aiid be damned. Kow den, let me see if you ah 
charity. Here, you see, I come to save all your soul from MMre ; 
and hell-fire dam hot , I can tell you. Dere you all burn, Ttke^oal, 
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till you turn white powder , and den born on till you come black 
again; and so you go on, burn, bam, sometime white, sometime 
black, for ebber and ebber. The debit never allow Sangoree to cool 
tongae. No , no cocoa-nut milk — not a lilly drap of water ; debil 
see you damned first. Suppose you ask, he poke um fire, and laugh. 
WeU, den, ab you charity? No, you ab not. You, Quashee, how 
you dare look me in the face? Toukeep shop — you sell egg — 
you sell yam — you sell pepper hot — but when you give to me? 
£h! nebber, so help me God. Suppose you no send — younoab 
charity, and you go to hell. Toil black Sambo," continued he, 
pointing to a man in a corner, " ab yery fine boat, go out all day, 
catch fly-fish, bring um back, fry um, and sell for money; but 
when you send to me? not one littie fish ebber find way to my 
mouth. What I tell you 'boot Peter and 'postles — all fishermen ; 
good men, give 'way to poor. Sambo, you no ab charity; and 'spose 
you no repent this week , and send one very fine fish in plantain 
leaf, you go to hell, and burn for ebber and ebber. Eh I so you will 
run away, Massa Johnson," cried he out to another, who was ed- 
ging to the door ; " but you no run away from hell-fire; when debil 
catch you, he hold dam tight. You know you kill sheep and goat 
ebery day. You send bell ring all 'bout town for people to come 
buy; but when you send to me? nebber, 'ceptonce, you give me 
lilly bit of libber. ThatQOtdo, Massa Johnson ; you no ab charity; 
and suppose you no send me sheep's head to-morrow morning, 
dam you libber, that 's all. I see many more , but I see om all very 
sorry , and dat they mean to sin no more , so dis time I let um off, 
and say nothing about it, because I know plenty of plantain and 
bai^na (pointing to one) ,• and oranges and shaddock (pointing to 
another) , and salt fish (pointing to a fourth) , and ginger pop and 
spruce beer (pointing to a fiflh), and a straw hat (pointing to a 
sixth), and eberyting else, come to my house to-morrow. So I say 
no more 'bout it; I see you all very sony * you only forget. Yon 
all ab charity, and all ab faith; sonow, mydearbredren, we go 
down on our knees, and thank €k>d for all this, and more especially 
that I save all your souls from going to the debil, who ran about 
Barbadoes like one roaring Iron , seeking what he may lay hold off, 
anddcram into his dam fiery jaw.' 
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'' That will do, Peter/' said O'B^n ; *' we have the eteam of it, 
I think." 

We left the house, and walked dowa to the boat. ** Surely, 
O'Brieo," said I, **this should not be permitted?'' 

**He 's DO worse than his neighbours," replied O'Brien, ''and 
perhaps does less harm. I admired the rascal's ingenuity ; he gave 
his flock what, in Ireland, we should call a pretty broad hint." 

** Yes , there was no mistaking him ; bnt is he a licensed 
preacher?" 

**Yery little license in his preaching, I take it; uo^ I suppose he 
has had a call.** 

*' A call ! — what do you mean? '* 

•'I mean that he wants to fill his belly. Hunger is a call of na- 
ture, Peter." 

'*He seems to want a good many things, if we were to judge 
by his catalogue, what a pity it is that these poor people are not 
better instructed." 

'* That they never will be, Peter, while there is, what may be 
called , free trade in religion." 

''You speak like a Catholic, O'Brien." 

«*Iam one," replied he. And here our conversation ended, 
for we were close to the boat, which was waiting for us on the 
beach. 

The neit day a man-of-war brig arrived from England , bring- 
ing letters for the squadron on the station. I had two from my 
sister Ellen, which made me very uncomfortable. She stated, 
that my father had seen my uncle , Lord Privilege , and had had 
high words with him; indeed, as far as she could ascertain of the 
facts , my father had struck my uncle , and had been turned out of 
the house by the servants. That he had returned in a state of great 
eicitement, and was very ill ever since. That there was a great 
deal of talk in the neighbourhood on the subject — people generally 
highly blaming my father's conduct, and thinking that he was de- 
ranged in his intellect, — a supposition very much encouraged by 
my uncle. She again expressed her hopes of my speedy return. I 
had now been absent nearly three years, and she had been so un- 
comfortable that she felt as if it had been at least ten. O'Brien also 
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received a kttte horn FMher M*GraUi , wUek I shdl lay before the 

reader. 

*'Loog life , and all the blessings of all the saints be upon you 
now and for evermore 1 Amen. And may yoa live to be raarriedy 
and may I dance at your wedding, and may yoa never want chil- 
dren , and may they grow np as handsome as their father and their 
mother (whoever she may hereafter be), and may you die of a good 
old age, and in the true faith, and be waited han^omelyy as your 
own fattier was last Friday s'enniglit, seeing as how he toolc it into 
his head to leave this world for a better. It was a very dacent 
funeral-procession , my dear Terence, and yoar father mast have 
been delighted (o see himself so well atlii^ded. No man ever made 
a more handsome corpse, considering how old, and thin, and 
haggard he had grown of late ; and how grey his hair bad tamed. 
He held the nosegay between his fingers, across his breast, as na- 
tural as life , and reminded us all of the blessed saint, Pope Gre- 
gory , who was called to glory some hundred years before ei^er 
you or I was born. 

*'Your mother's quite comfortable; and there she sits in the 
ould chair, rocking to aiid fro all day long, and never speaking a 
word to nobody, ihinliiog about heaven, I dare to say; which is 
just what she ought to do, seeing that she stands a very pretty 
chance of going there in the course of a month or so. Divil a word 
has she ever said since your father's departure, but then she 
screamed and yelled enough to last for seven years at the least. 
She screamed away all her senses any how, for she has done n<H 
thing since but cough, cough, and fumble at her paternosters, — 
a very blessed way to pass the remainder of her days, seeing that I 
expect her to drop every minute, like an over-ripe sleepy pear. S« 
don't think any more about her, my son, for without you fere back 
in a jiffy, her body will be laid in consecrated ground, and bar 
happy, blessed soul in purgatory. Pax vobiseum. Ameu! 
amen! 

''And now having disposed of your father and your mother so 
much to your satisfaction, I '11 jast tell yoa that Ella's mother died 
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in the eonveot at Dieppe , but iSielher she kept faer ftecKt<er oet I 
do Bot know ; bat this I do know, that if she dkln't relieve her eoul 
by confession , she 's damned to ill eternity. Thanks be io God 
for all his mercies. Amen ! Ella Flanagan as stiti aKv« , and , for 
a nun, isaswellaseanbevKpected. I find that she knows nothing 
at all aboat ^ matter «f the eachanging the genders of the babbies 
— only that her mother was on oath to Father 0*Toole, who ought 
to be banged-, drawn , and qaartered , instead of those {M>or fel- 
lows whom the govenmient called rebels, but who were no more 
rebels than Father H'Orath himself, who 11 uphold the Pretender, 
as fhey call oor true Catholic king, as long as there *s life in his 
body , or a drop of whiskey left in ould Ireland to drink his health 
wid. — Talking about Father O'Xoole puts me in mind that the 
bishop has not yet decided our little bit of a dispute, saying that he 
must take time to think about it. Now considering that it 's just 
three years since the row took place, the old gentleman must be a 
very slow thinker, not to have found out by this time that I was in 
the right, and that Father O'TooIe, the baste, is not good enough 
to be hanged. 

** Tour two married sisters are steady and diligent young wo- 
men; having each made three chHdren since you last saw them, 
^ine boys , every mother's son of them, with degant spacious fea- 
tures, and famous mouths for taking in whole potatoes. By the 
powers , but the offsets of the tree of the O'Briens begin to make a 
noise in the land, anyhow, as you would say if you only heard them 
roaring for their bit of suppers. 

^* And now, my dear son Terence, to the real purport of this 
letter, which is just to put to your soul's conscienoe, as a dutitul 
son , whether you ought not to send me a small matter of money to 
save your poor father's soul from pain and anguish — for U 's as 
Joke th«it4)eiugta purgatory, I can tell you; and yon wouldn't care 
%dw soon you were tripped out of it yourself. I only wish you had 
l>at'yOur little toe in it, and then you 'd bum with impatience to 
littve ft out again. But you 're a dutlM son , so I '11 say no more 
about it — a nod *8 as good as a wink to a blind horse. 

**^¥hen your mother goes, which, with the blessing of God» 
^ill be in a veiy litUe wh&e , seefaig that she has only to Mow her 
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senses, which are gone already, I 'U take upon myself to sell every 
thing, as worcUy goods and chattels are of no use to dead people : 
and I have no doubt but, that what, with the furniture, and the 
two cows, and the pigs, and the crops in the ground, there will 
be enough to save her soul from the flames, and bury her dacently 
into the bargain. However, as you are the heir-at-law, seeing 
that the property is aU your own , I '11 keep a debtor and creditor 
account of the whole ; and should there be any over, I '11 use it all 
out in masses , so as to send her up to heaven by express: and if 
there 's not sufficient, she must remain where she is till you come 
back and make up the deficiency. In the. meanwhile I am your 
loving father in the faith, ** Urtagh M'Grath.' 
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CHAPTER XII. . 

Good sense in Swinburne ~ No man a hero to his valet de chambre, or a 
proph«t in bis own country » O'Brien takes a step by strategy — 
O'Brien parts with his friend, and Peter's star is no longer in the 
ascendant. 

O'Brien was sorry for the death of his father, but he could 
not feel as most people would have done, as his father had cei- 
tainly never been a father to him* He was sent to sea to be got rid 
of, and ever since he had been there had been the chief support of 
his family: his father was very fond of whisky, and not very fond 
of exertion. He was too proud of the true Milesian blood in his 
veins, to do any thing to support himself; but not too proud to live 
upon his son's hard-earned gains. For his mother O'Brien felt 
very much; she had always been kind and affectionate, and was 
very fond of him. Sailors, however, are so estranged from their 
families, when they have been long in their profession, and so ac- 
customed to vicissitudes, that no. grief for the loss of a rdation 
lasts very long, and, in a week, O'Brien had recovered his usual 
spirits, vwhen a vessel brought us the iutelligence that a French 
squadron had been seen off St. Domingo. This put us all ou the 
qui Vive. O'Brien was sent for by the admiral , aod ordered to 
hasten his brig for sea with all. possible despatch, as he was to 
proceed with despatches to England forthwith. In three days wo 
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were reported ready, received anr orders , and at eight o'eloek in 
the evening made sail from Carlisle Bay. 

<* Well, Mr. Swinburne " said I, *^how do yon like year new 
situation?" 

'*Why, Mr. Simple, I like it well enough, and it's not dis- 
agreeable to be an officer, aod sit in your own cabin; but still, I 
feel that I should get on better, if I were in another ship. I We 
been hail-fellow well met with the ship's company so long, that I 
can't top the officer over them , and we can't get the duty done as 
smart as I could wish; and then, at night, I find it very lonely, 
stuck up in my cabin like a parson's clerk , and nobody to talk to; 
for the other warrants are particular , and say that I 'm only acting, 
and may not be confirmed , so they hold aloof. I don't much like 
being answerable for all that lot of gunpowder— it 's queer stuff to 
handle." 

"Yeryfrue, Swinburne; but still, ifthere wereno responsi* 
bility, we should require no officers. Ton recollect that you are 
now provided for life, and will have half-pay." 

**That 's what made me bite, Mr. Simple ; I thought of the old 
woman, and how comfortable it would make her in her old age, 
and so , d' ye see, I sacrificed myself." 

* * How long have you been married , Swinburne ? " 

'*Ever since Christmas '94. I wasn't going to be hook 'd care- 
lessly, so I nibbled afore I took the bait. Had four years' trial of 
ber first, and finding that she had plenty of ballast , I sailed her as 
my own." 

"How do yon ikiean by plenty of ballast?" 

"I don't mean, Bfr. Simple, a broad bow and square hulk. 
Tou know very well that if a vessel has not ballast , she 's bottom 
up in no time. Now , what keeps a woman stiff under her canvass 
is her modesty." 

'*yery true, Swinburne; but it 's a rare commodity on the 
beach." 

'*And why, Mr. Simple? because liquor Is more valued. 
Many a good man has found It to he his bane ; and as for a woman, 
when once she takes to it, she 's like a ship without a rudder, and 
goes right before the wind to the devil. Not that I think a map 
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•ofht dot I* take « nor-irMler Mr two, idiea ht cas get tbcn. 
Rum was not given by God Afaniglity mIj to make the niggers 
danoe, but to nalof aH enr iuMfls gkd; neither do I see why a 
woman is io stand out neither; what 's good for Jack can't hvat 
Ml ; only there is a nedlvm^ as tbiy say, in all things, and half- 
and-half is <tqite strong enoogh." 

< 'I should think it was," replied I, laughing. 

<*But don't be letting me prevent yon from keeping a look<^ut, 
Mr. Simple. — You Hoskins , you 're half a point off Ike wind. 
Luff you may. — I thiqk, Mr. SiM|rie, that Captain O'Brien didn't 
pick out the best man, when he awde Tom Abop a qoarterHnaster 
in my place." 

''Why, he is a very steSfdy , good man, Swinhwne." 

' 'Yes, so he is; but he has natnial defects , which shonUnt 
be overlooked. I doubt if he can see so far as the head of the 






''I was not aware of that..' 

'* No , but I was, Alsop wants to saorve out his time for his 
pension, and when he has earned , you see if, when the stn-geons 
eiaminehim, they don't invalid him , as blind as a bat. I should 
like to have him as gunner's nate, and that 's just what he 's Ot for. 
But , Mr. Simple , 1 4ijnk we shall have some bad weather. The 
nMon looks greasy, mi the stare want snuffing. You 'II have two 
reefs in the topsails afore meming. There 's five hells strftin^ 
Now I 'U turn in ; if I didn't keep half (he first, and half the morn- 
ing watch , I shouldn't sleep all the night. I miss my regular 
watch very much, Mr. Sinxple *r* habft 's every thing *- and I don't 
much fancy a standing bed-place , it's so large, and I fed so cold 
of my sides. Nothing like a hammock, after aM. Crood night, 
Mr. Simple." 

< * Good night , Swinburne." 

Our orders were to proceed with aU ponibU despatch ; and 
O'Brien carried on day and night , generally remaining up himself 
tiU one or two o'clock iu the morning. We had veiy favourable 
weatUer , and in a little more than a wmtk we passed the Lizard. 
The wind being £ilr, we passed Plymouth , ran up Channel , and 
anchored at Spithead. 



A,fter caHipg npaii t^ ^dmM, 0*9rien $«( off for town with 
his despatches, and left if^ io conuipaQd of (he ship* In ihree 
days, I received a letter from him , informiDg me that h^ had^seeA 
the Fii:sit Lord, who b^d asJied him 4 great maof quesiioos con- 
ceroing the station he had quitted; that be h«4 als«i compUmeotod 
O'Brien on his services. **0a that bint I spake," contiaaed 
O'Brien ; *'I ventured to insinuate to bis lof dshjp^ (hat I had hopi^ 
that I had earned my promoUoa; and as there Is nothing, like 
fu^ering on tlm enemy , I observed that I had not applied to 
Lord Privilege, as I considered mj services vqM have been soP- 
cient, without any application on his p4rt. His lordship returned 
a very gracious answer; said that my Lord Privilege was a great * 
ally of his, and \^^ fciendly to the goveroment; and iaquired 
when I was going to see him. I replied, that I certainly should 
not pay my respects to bis lordship at present , unless there was 
occasion for it, as I must take a more favourable oppi>rtunity. So 
I hope that good may come from the great lord's enwr, which of 
course I shall not correct, as I feel I deserve my pro|Qotio!n — and 
jou know, Peter, if you can't gain it hj hook^ you must by 
crook,** He then concluded his letter ; buft there was a postscript 
as follows : -T 

** Wish me joy , my dear Peter. I have this moment received 
a letter from the private SjCcreta^y, to say that I am ponied ^ and 
appointed to the Semiramis fr^^ , about to set sail for the East 
Indies. She is all ready to start ; and now I musA try to get you 
with me, of which {have no do^bt; as, allhough her officers have 
bee«^ long appointed, there will be little diiBeulty of success, when 
I mention your relationship to Lord Privilege • and while they re- 
main in error as to his taking a« interest in my hehall." 

I sincerely rejoiced at O'Briens good fortune. Bis promotion 
I had coAsidered certain, as h/u» serv^es bad entitled him to it; 
but the ^oi^mand 9lso $iie a frigate must have been given upon the 
SiUPfiiosiiioQL (hi^ it ffould be agreeable to my uncle , who was not 
of^y 1^ pri w swporter , but a very useful member of the Tory go-*- 
vefumept. I c^d not help laughing to myself, at the ^ea of 
O'Brien obtaining his wishes from the iikfluence of a person who, 
PI9b#bty, detested Mn «s m^fk as one man eould detest anotlier ; 
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and I impatiently waited for O'Brien's next letter, by which I hoped 
to find myself appointed to the Semiramis ; bat a sad eonire temps 
tools place. ^ 

O'Brien did not write; bat came down two days afterwards, 
hastened on board the Semiramis , read his commission , and as- 
sumed the command before even he hi(d seen me : he then sent his 
gig on board of the Rattlesnalie , to desire me to come to him di- 
rectly* I did 80 , and we went down into the cabin of the frigate. 
** Peter," said he, '*I was obliged to hasten down and read myself 
captain of this ship, as I am in fear that things are not going on 
well. I had called to pay my respects at the Admiralty, previons 
to joining, and was kiclting iby heels in the waiting-room, when 
who should walk up the passage, as if he were a captain on his 
own qaarte^-deck , bnt your uncle , Lord Privilege. His eye met 
mine — he recognised me immediately — and, if it did not flash 
fire , it did something very like it. He asked a few questions of 
one of the porters, and was giving his card , when my name was 
called for. I passed liim, and up I went to the First Lord, thanked 
him for the frigate; and having received a great many compliments 
upon my exertions on the West India station , made my bow, and 
retired. I had intended to have requested your appointment, but 
I knew that your name would bring up Lord Privilege's; and, 
moreover, your uncle's card was brought up and laid upon the 
table while I was sitting there. The First Lord, I presume, thouglit 
that his lordship was come to thank him for his kindness to me, 
which only made him more eivil. I made my bow, and went down, 
when I met the eye of Lord Privilege, who looked daggers at me 
as he walked up stairs — for, of course, he was admitted imme- 
diately after my audience was finished. Instead of waiting to hear 
tiie result of the explanation , I took a post-chaise, and have come 
down here as fast as four horses can bring me, and have read my- 
self in — for, Peter, I feel sure, that if not on board, my com- 
mission will be cancelled ; and I know that if once In command, as 
I am now , I can call for a court-martial , to clear my character if I 
am superseded. I know that the Admiralty eon do any thing, but 
still they will be cautious in departing from the rules of the service, 
to please even Lord Privilege. I looked op at the sky as soon as I 
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l«ft the Admiralty portico, and was glad to see that the weather 
was so thiek , and the telegraph not at work , or I might have beea 
too late. Now I Ml go on shore , and report myself to the admiral, 
as having taken the command of the Semiramis." 

O'Brien went on shore to report himself, was well received by 
the admiral^ who informed him , that If he had any arrangements 
to make, he conld not be too soon, as he should not be surprised 
if bis sailing orders came down the next morning. This was very 
annoying , as I could not see how I should be able to join O'Brien's 
ship, even if I could effect an exchange, in so short a time. I 
therefore hastened on board of the Semiramis, and applied to the 
officers to know if any of them were willing to exchange into the 
Rattlesnake; but, although they did not much like going to the 
East Indies , they would not exchange into a brig, and I returned 
disappointed. • 

The next morning, the admiral sent for O'Brien, and told him 
confidentially, for he was the same admiral who had received 
O'Brien when he escaped from prison with me , and was very kind 
to him, that there was some hitch about his having the Semiramis, 
and that orders had come down to pay her oflT, all standing, and 
examine her bottom , if Captain O'Brien had not joined her. 

** Do you understand what this means?" said the admiral, whe 
was anxious to know the reason. 

O'Brien answered frankly, that Lord Privilege , by whose in- 
terest he had obtained his former command, was displeased with 
him ; and , that as he saw him go up to the First Lord after his own 
audience, he had no doubt but that his lordship had said something 
to his disadvantage, as he was a very vindictive man. 

"Well," said the admiral, '*it 's lucky that you have taken 
the command , as they cannot well displace you , or send her into 
dock without a survey, and upon your representation." 

And so it proved ; the First Lord, when he found that O'Brien 
liaid joined, took no further steps, but allowed the frigate to pro- 
ceed to her intended destination. "But all chance of my sailing with 
him was done away, and now , for the Grst time , I had to part with 
O'Brien. I remained with him the whole time that I could be 
spared from tey daties. O'Brien was very much annoyed, but 
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there was DO help. ''Never mind, Peter," said he, ^'I'vebenft 

thinking that perhaps it 's all for the best. You will see nore of tlie 
world, and be no longer in leading-strings. Yoyi are nqwa fine 
man grown up , big enough and ugly enough , as th^ say, ta take 
care of yourself. We shall meet again; and if we doqi't, whythea 
God bless you , my boy, and don't forget O'Brieo." 

Three days afterwards , O'Brien's orders came daw^u I aiceoni'- 
panied him on board ; and it was not until the shi]^ waa under 
weigh, and running towards the Needles with a fair wind, that I 
shook hands with him, and shoved off. Parting with O'Brien w^ 
a heavy blow to me ; but I little knew how much I was tei suffer he* 
fore I saw him again. 

CHAPTER XIH 

I am pleased with my new captain — Obtain leave to go heme— Find my 
father a f Dieted with a very strange disease, and prove myself a very 
good doctor, alUiough the disorder always breaks out in a fresh place. 

The day after O'Brien had sailed for the East Indies, the ^ock^ 
yard men came on board to survey the brig, and she was found so 
defective , as to be ordered into dock. I had received letters kvm 
my sister, who was overjoyed at the intelligence of my safe return, 
and the anticipation of seeing me. The accounts of my fath^ were« 
however, very unsatisfactory. My sister wrote, that disappoint- 
ment and anxiety had had such an effect upon him that he was 
deranged In his intellects. Our new captain came down to join lUu 
He was a very young man^ and had never before commaii4ed a 
ship. His character as lieutenant was well knawa, and Bot very 
satisfactory, being that of a harsh, unpleasant officer; but, as he 
had never been first lieutenant, it was impossible to say what he 
might prove when in command of a ship. StiU we wece a iitftle 
anxious about it , and severely regretted the loss of 0'Brieft« 

He came on board the hulk to which the ship's company h«d 
been turned over« and read his commission. He proved to he aU 
affability, condescension, and good-nature. Tome, he was par- 
ticularly polite , stating that he should not interfere with me in 
carrying on the duty, as I must be so well acquaint^ with the 
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Mp'i company. W» thought that tikose who gave us tk» iofarma- 
tion most have been prcjadiced or miiuken in his character, 
tuning the half hovr that he remained on beard , i staled , that now 
that tte brig was i9 dock » I shovld liiie very much lo have an 
opporiunity of seeing my friends, if he wovhl saMtiga my asking 
for leave. 

To this he cheerfUtly consented , adding, that he would extend 
it upon his own responsibility. My letter lo the Admiralty was 
therefore forwarded througii him, and was answered in the affirma- 
tive. The day afterwards , I set oiT by the coach , and once more 
embraced my dear sister. 

After the first congratulations were over^ I inquired abont my 
father ; she replied, that he was so wild that nobody could manage 
him. That he was melancholy and irritable at the same time, and 
was certainly deranged , fancying himself to be made of various 
substances , or to be in a certain trade or capacity. That he ge- 
nerally remained in this way four or five days , when be went to 
bed, and slept for twenty-four hours , or more, and awoke with 
some new strange imagination in his head. His language was 
violent, but that, in other respects, he seemed to be more afraid 
of other people , than inclined to be mischievous ; and that every 
day he was getting more strange and ridiculous. He had now just 
risen from one of his long naps , and was in his study ; that befora 
he had fallen asleep he had fancied himself to be a carpenter » and 
bad sawed and chopped up several articles of furnitvre in the 
house. 

1 ^tted my sister to see my father, whom I found in hb easy- 
chair. I was much shocked at his appearance. He was thhi and 
haggard , his eye was wild , and he reoMined with his mouth con- 
stajitly open. A sick nuvse, who had been hired by my sister, 
was standing by him. 

'*Pish, pish, pish, pish!" cried my father ; ** what can you, 
a stupid old woman , know about my inside? I tell you the gas is 
generating fast, and even now I can hardly keep on my chair. I 'm 
lifting — lifting now ; and if you don't tie me down with cord 
1 shall go up like a balloon." 
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^* Indeed » Sir," replied tbe woman, <*H 's only the wind in 
jouT stomach. Yon 11 break it off directly. " 

** It 's inflammable gas , you old hecate ! — I know it is. Tell 
me, will yon get a cord, or will you not? Hah! who 's that — 
Peter? Why you We dropped from the clouds, just in time to see 
me mount up to them." 

*<I hope you feel yourself better, Sir," saidL 

'*! feel myself a great deal lighter every minute. Get a cord, 
Peter , and tie me to the leg of the table." 

I tried to persuade him that he was under a mistake; but it was 
' useless. He became excessively violent , and said I wished him in 
heaven. As I had heard that it was better to humour people afflicted 
with hypochondriacism , which was evidently the disease under 
which my father laboured, I tried that method. "It appears to 
me. Sir," said I, **that if we could remove the gas every ten 
minutes , it would be a very good plan." 

*' Yes — but how ? " replied he , shaking his head mournfully. 

"Why, with a syringe , Sir," said I; "which will, if empty, 
of course draw out the gas , when inserted into your mouth." 

"My dear Peter, you have saved my life," replied my father; 
" be quick , though , or I shall go up, right through the ceiling." 

Fortunately, there was an instrument of that description in the 
house. I applied it to his mouth, drew up the piston, and then 
ejected the air, and re-applied it. In two minutes he pronounced 
himself better, and I left the old nurse hard at work, and my father 
very considerably pacified. I returned to my sister, to whom I 
recounted what had passed ; but it was no source of mirth to us, 
although , had U happened to an indifferent person , I might have 
been amused. The idea of leaving her, as I must soon do — having 
only a fortnight's leave — to be worried by my father's unfortunate 
malady, was very distressing. But we entered into a long conver- 
sation , in which I recounted the adventures that had taken place 
since I had left her, and for the time forgot our source of annoyance 
and regret. For three days my father insisted upon the old woman 
pumping the gas out of his body ; after that , he again fell into one 
of his sound sleeps, which lasted nearly thirty hours. 

When he arose , I went again to see him. It was eight o'clock 
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in the eTeniog, and I entered vith a ca&dle. ^*Iake it awaf — 
quick, take it away; put it out carefully." 

**Why, what's the matter, Sir?" 

'* Don't come near me, if you love me; don't come near me. 
Pat it out, I say — put it out." 

I obeyed his orders, and then asked him the reason. *' Reason ! " 
said he , now that ^e were in the dark ; * * can't you see ? " 

* ' No , father ; I can see nothing in the dark." 

*'Well, then, Peter, I 'm a magazine, full of gunpowder; 
the least spark in the world, and I am blown up. Consider the 
danger. You surely would not be the destruction of your father, 
Peter; " and the poor yld gentleman burst into tears, and wept like 
a child. 

I knew that it was in vain to reason with him. <'My dear 
father," said I, ** on board ship, when there is any danger of this 
kind, we always ^oflf* the magazine. Now, if you were to drink a 
good deal of water, the powder would be spoiled, and there would 
be no danger." 

My father was satisfied with my proposal, and drank a tumbler 
of water every half-hour, which the old nurse was obliged to supply 
as fast as he called for it; and this satisfied him for three or four 
days, and I was again left to the company of my dear Ellen, when 
my father again fell into his stupor, and we wondered what would 
be his next fancy. I was hastily summoned by the nurse, and 
found m^ poor father lying in bed, and breathing in a very strange 
manner. 

** What is the matter, my dear Sir?" inquired I. 

* ' Why, don't you see* what is the matter ? How is a poor little 
infant, just born, to live, unless its mother is near to suckle it, 
and take care of it?" 

« Indeed , Sir , do you mean to say that you are just bom ? " 

'* To be sure I do. I 'm dying for the breast." 

This was almost too absurd ; but I gravely observed, *^Tbat it 
was all very true, but unfortunately his mother bad died in child- 
birth , and that the only remedy was to bring him up by hand." . 

He agreed with me. I desired the nurse to make somiQ.gmel, 
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with brandy, and feed liiia; Wbiclisliedid, and he took ihe grael 
just as if he were a baby. 

This fit lasted about six days ; tor be went to sleep , because a 
baby always slept much; and I was in hopes it woold lart much 
longer : but he again went off into his ietbatgie fit , and after a long 
sleep awoke with a new fancy. My time had near^ expired, and I 
bad written to my new captain, re^piesting an 'extension of ieava, 
but I received an answer stating that it could not be granted , and 
requesting me to join the brig immediately. 

I was rather surprised at this , but of course was compelled to 
obey ; and, embracing my dear sister once more, set off for Ports- 
mouth. I advised her to humour my father, and this advice she 
TolloWed ; but his fancies were such , occasionally, as would have 
puzzled the most inventive genius to combat, or to find the remedy 
which be might acknowledge to be requisite. His health became 
cei^talnly worse and worse, and bis constitution was evidently 
destroyed by a slow, undermining, bodily and mental fever. The 
situation of my poor sister was very distressing; and I must say 
that I quitted her with melancholy forebodings. 

I ought here to observe , that I received all my prize-money, 
amounting to 1560/., a large sum for a lieutenant. I put it into 
the funds, add gave a power of attorney to Ellen , requesting her 
to use It as bel* own. We consulted as to what she should do if my 
father ^ould die, and agreed that all his debts', which we knew to 
amount to three or four hundred pounds, should be paid, and that 
she should manage how she could upon what was left of my father's 
property , and the interest of my prize-money. 

CHAPTER XIV* 

We receive our sailing orders , and orders of evety descrlptfon — A 
qoarler-deok coATersation — Listeners never bear any good of Chem> 
selves. 

WHfeN-I anrired at Portsmouth, I reported myself to the cap- 
tain , who lived at the hotel. 1 was ushered into his room to wait 
for bkn, as be was d^esstn^g to dine With the admiral. My eyes 
nmiwally turned to whHt lay on the table, roerlsly from the feeling 
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irUeb Ode fc«s to pai« awiiy Ibift tfnte, not firom cnriosftj; aii4 1 
v«8 miieh isarprised to see a pile of idtters, ikt vippermost of vbfek 
liras iraiiked by Lord Prtvilege. This, lioveyer , in)^htl>e vatMf 
«ecldefktal ; but my curiosity was excited, and I lifted np ihe letter, 
■Dd roaod tliat the second, the third , and indeed at hrast ten of 
Ifacim WMre franlced by my ttncle. I cotild not nnagfne bow there 
vonld be any inCbnacy between him and my uncle^ and was refleet- 
ing upon it when Captain Hawltins, for that was his name, entered 
the room. lie was very kind and civil , apologized for not being 
able to extend my leave, which, be said, was because be bad con- 
suited the admfral, who wonid not sanction the absence of the firtt 
lieutenant , and bad very peremptorily desfred he would recaH me 
immediately. I was ^tisfied : he sfhook my band, and we parted. 
On my arrival on beard the hutk , for the brig was stfll in dock , I 
was warmly received by my messmates. They told me that tbe 
eaptain bad, generally speaking, been very civfl , but that, occa- 
sionally , the marks of the cloven foot appeared. 

"Webster," said I to the second lieutenant, **doy0ii know 
any thing aboiit bis fam^y , or conbexTons?" 

**It is a question f haive asked of those who bave sailed with 
him , and they all say that be never speaks of bis own fam^y , biit 
very often boasts ^f bis faitimacy with (he nobility. Some say that 
he is a ^^-tiim^ of some greet man. '' 

I reflected very rottCh -upon this , and cotihecting it with thia 
«amerous 'franks of Lord Privilege, n^icb 1 saw on the table, bad 
fliy misgivings; but then IknewtkatI could do my duty, and bad 
no reason to fear any man. Itesolved, in my own mind, to Ids 
very coTi^ct, and :put it owl of Ihe power of any one to lay bdid of 
me , and flien dismissed the subject. The brig was repaired and 
oiit of daek, and for some days I wa^ tery busy getting ber rea^ 
for sea. I never quitted ber; inftict, Ihadnowi^b. I never bM 
any taste for bad company and midnight orgies, and I bad no 
•aequaihfance ni^ith the respectable portion 'df the lnhal>ftants -^ 
Portsmduih. At la^t Ihe ship's company "were removed into (b(B 
brig: we went out ofbarbodr, and anchored aft 'SpHbead. 

Captain Hawikins ci^iiie oh boat^ 'and g^ive me an drddl^^book, 
saying, •'!». Siiiiip4e, f have a great objettioci to written itt^et^. 
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as I eoQsider that the articles of war are quite, svfficieBt to regu- 
late any ship. Still, a captain is in a very responsible situaHoo, 
and if any accident occurs he is held amenable. I therefore have 
framed a few orders of my own for the interior discipline of the 
vessel, which may probably save me harmless, in case of being 
hauled over the coals; byt not with any wish that they shooid in- 
terfere with the comforts of the officers, only to guard against any 
mischance , of which the omu may fall upon myself." 

I received the order-book, and the captain went ashore. 
When I went down into the gun-room, to look through it, I at 
once perceived that if rigidly conformed to, every officer in the ship 
would be rendered uncomfortable; and if not conformed to, I 
should be the party that was answerable. I showed it to Webster, 
who agreed with me , and gave it as his opinion that the captain's 
good-nature and amiability were all a blind, and that he was in- 
tending to lay hold of us as soon as it was in his power. I there- 
fore called all the officers together, and told them my opinion. 
Webster supported me, and it was unanimously agreed Uiat the 
orders should be obeyed, although not without remonstrance. 

The major part of the orders, however, only referred to the 
time that the brig was in harbour; and , as we were about to pro- 
ceed to sea, it was hardly worth while saying anything at present.. 
The orders for the sailing of the brig came down , and by the same 
post I received a letter from my sister Ellen , stating that they had 
beard from Captain Fielding, who had immediately written to Bom- 
bay, where the regiment was stationed , and had received an an- 
swer, informing him that there was no married man in the regi- 
ment of the name of Sullivan , and no woman who had followed 
that regiment of that name. This at once put an end to all our 
researches after the wetnurse, who had been conGned in my uncle's 
liouse. Where she had been sent, it was of course impossible to 
say; but I gave up all chance of discoveriog my uncle's treachery; 
and, as I thought of Celeste, sighed at the little hope I had of ever 
being united to her. I wrote a long letter to O'Brien, and the neit 
day we sailed for our station in the North Sea. 

The captain added a night order-book to the other, and sent it 
«p every evening, to be returned in the morning 9 with the signa- 
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tiire-of e? eri oiBcer of the nigbt walches. He also required all oalr 
sigoatares to his general order-book, that ve might Dot say ve had 
not read them. I had the first watch , when Swinburne came up 
tome. 

'* Well, Mr. Simple, I do not think we have made much by our 
exchange of captains ; and I have a shrewd suspicion we shall have 
squalls ere long." 

<• We must not judge too hastily, Swinburne," replied I. 
**No, no — I don't say that we should ; but still, one must go 
a little by looks in the world, and I 'm sure his looks wouldn't help 
him much. He 's just like a winter's day, short and dirty; and 
he walks the deck as if plank were not good enough for his feet. 
Mr. Williams says, he looks as if he Were *big with the fate of Cato 
and of Rome :' what that means, I don't know — some joke, I 
suppose, for the youngsters are always joking. Were you ever up 
the Baltic, Mr. Simple? Now I think of it, I know you never 
were. I 've seen some tight work up there with the gun-boats ; 
and so we should now , with Captain O^Brien ; but as for this little 
man,- 1 've an idea 't will be more talk than work." 

*'Tou appear to have taken a great dislike to the captain^ 
Swinburne. I do not know whether, as first lieutenant, I ought 
to listen to you." 

'*It 's because you 're first lieutenant that I tell it you, Mr. 
Simple. I never was mistaken , in the main , of an officer's cha- 
racter, when I could look him in the^ ftce , and hear him talk for 
half-an-hour; and I came up on purpose to put you on your guard r 
' for I feel convinced , that towards you he means mischief. What 
does be mean by having the greasy-f^ced sergeant of marines in 
his cabin for half-an-hour every morning? His reports as master 
of arms ought to come through you, as first lieutenant; but he 
means him as a spy upon all , and upon you in particular. The 
fellow has begun to give himself airs already, and speaks to the 
young gentlemen as if they were beneath him. I thought yoo 
might not know it, Mr. Simple , so I thought it right to tell you." 
*^I am much obliged to you, Swinburne, for your good wishes ; 
but I can do my duty, and why should I fear anything?" 

*' A'man may do his duty Mr. Simple ; but if a captain is deter- 
. Peter 8impl0. ^6 
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mined to ruia bim , he has the ^wer. I hivel)iMi kiBgeriit the 
service tbao you have , and have been wide a^alie: duly be aaielUl 
of one thing, Jtfr. Simple ; I beg your pardon for being so Irec^ 
but in DO case lose your temper." 

*'No fear of that, Swinburne/' replied I. 

* ' It 's very easy to say *ao fear of that/ Mr. Simple : b«t mceA^ 
)ect you have not yet had your temper tried as some ofiicers have. 
You have always been treated lyce a genlleman; bat should you 
find yourself treated otherwise, you haive too. good Mood tn your 
veins not to speak -r I ^m sure of that. I 've seen offictfrs insulted 
and irritated, till no angel could put i|p with the treatment — and 
then for ao unguarded word , which they would bavo been swmbs 
not to have made use of, sent ont of the service to the deidL" 

''But you forget, Swinburne, that the artieles of war are muio 
for the captain as well as for every body else in the ship«" 

, **I know that; but still, at court mutials c^itains mnke a 
great distinction between what a superior says to aa inferior , and 
what an inferior says to « superior." 

"True," replied I, quoting Shakspeave; 

* *' ' Thai 's m the eaptain but a oholeric word , 
Which m the soldier is rank blasphemy*' " 

*'Eiactlymy meaning — I rather think/' said Swinburne, *Mf 
a captain calls you no gentleman, joumus'n't say the nme to 
him." 

'* Certainly not/' replied I^ ''but I can 4emaAd a- eowt 
martial." 

**Yes; and it will be granted; but what do you gain by thai? 
It 's like beating against a heavy gale and a lee tide -^ tho«$acul to 
one if you fetch your port; and if you do, your vessel is stcainedto 
pieces, sails worn as thin as a newspaper, and rigging,. chafed 
half through, wanting fresh serving: no orders for a refit, and 
laid up in ordinary for the rest of your life. No, no, Mr. Simple; 
the best plan is to grin, and bear it, and keep a sharp look-out; 
for depend upon it, Mr^ Simple, in the best sh^>'s eompanj iu 
the world, a spy captain will always find spy followers." 

**Do you refer that observation to me, Mr. Swiaborne?" said 
a voice from under the bulwark. I started round , and ifound the 



403 



captain, vho had crept upoo deck, anperceived by us, during 
our conversation. 

Swinbame made no reply; but touched his hat, attd ii«lked 
oyer to leeward. 

**I presume, Mr. Simple,'* said the captain, turning to me, 
^*lhat you consider yourself justified fn finding fault , and abasing 
your captain^ to an inferior officer, on his Majesty's quarter-deck." 

*'ifyo« heard the preyious conversation, Sir," replied I, **yoa 
must be aware that we were speaking generally about court m«^ 
tlals. I do not imagine that I have been guilty of any impropriety 
in conversing with an officer upon poMts eonneeted with ti# 
service." 

''You mean then to assert. Sir, that the gunner did not refer 
to me when he said the words, ' spy captain.' " 

** I acknowledge , Sir, that as you were listening unpcrcetved^ 
the term might appear to refer to you ; but the gunner had no idea, 
attiiettme, that you were listening. His ol>servaCio>n was , that a 
spy captain would always find spy followers. This I take to be a 
general observation ; and I am sorry that |ou think otherwise." 

''Very weU, Mr. Simple," said CapUin Hawkins — and he 
walked down the companion ladder into his eabtn. 

*'I$0w aVt ft odd, Mr. Simple, thaf I should come up wUih 
the intention of being of service to you , and yet f^t you into suek 
a scrape? However, perhaps, it is ail for the best; open w^ is 
preferable to watching in the dark, and stabbing in the back. He 
never meant to have shown Ids colours ; but I hit him so bard^ 
that he forgot himself." 

''ismipeot that to be the case, Swinburne; but I tbink^ that 
you had better not talk any more with me to-ni^^" 

*' Wish I hadn't talked quite so mueh, as things have turned 
out," replied Swinburne. ''Goodnight, Sir," 

I reflected upon what had passed, and felt convinced that 
Swinburne was right in saying that it was better this had occurred 
than otherwise. I now knew die |;round wfaJch I stood upon ; and 
forewarned, was being forearmed. 
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CB AFTER XV. 

We eoooantcr a Dutch brig of war— Captain Hawkios very eontemplathe 
near the capstan — Hard knocks , and no thanks for it — who *• 
afraid V — Men will talk — The brig goes about on the wrong tack. 

At daylight the neit moraiDg we were off the Teiel, and could 
see the low saod-hills ; but we had scarcely made them out, wbeo 
the fog in the offing cleared up , and we made a straoge vessel. 
The hands were turned up , and all sail made in chase. We made 
her out to be a brig of war; and as she altered her course consider- 
ably, we had an idea that she was an enemy. We made the pri- 
vate signal, which was unanswered, and we cleared for actioirt 
the brig making all sail on the starboard tack, and we following 
her ^- she bearing about two miles on our weather-bow. The 
breeze was not steady; at one time the brig was staggering under 
her top-gallant sails, while we had our royals set ; at another, we 
would have hands by the top-gallant sheets and topsail halyards, 
while she expanded every stitch of canvass. On the whole, how* 
ever , in an hour we had neared about half a mile. Our men were 
all at their quarters , happy to be so soon at their old wprk. Their 
jackets and hats were thrown off, a bandana handkerchief tied round 
their heads, and another, or else their black silk handkerchiefs, 
tied round their waists. Every gun was ready, everything was in 
its place , and every soul , I was going to say, was anxious for the 
set-to; but I rather think I must not include the captain, who 
from the commencement, showed no signs of pleasure, and any 
thing but presence of mind. When we Grst chased the vessel , it 
was reported that it was a merchantman; and it was not until we 
had broad daylight, that we discovered her to be a man-of-war. 
There was one thing to be said in his favour — h&had never been 
in action in his life. 

i;he breeze now fell light, and we were both with our sails set, 
when a thick fog obscured her from our sight. The fog rolled on 
till we met it, and then we could not see ten yards from the brig. 
This was a source of great mortification , as we had every chance 
ofloslngher. Fortunately, the wind was settling down fast into 
a calm, and about twelve o'clock, the sails flapped against the 
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roast. I reported twelve o'cloek, and asked th'e captain whether 
we should pipe to dinner. 

**Notyet/' replied he, << we will put her head about." 

** Go about. Sir?" replied I, with surprise. 

** Yes," said be ; ** I 'm convinced that the chase is on the other 
tack at this moment ; and if we do not, we shall lose her." 

**irshe goes about. Sir," said I, "she must get among the 
sands, and we shall be sure of her." 

**Sir," replied he, **wben I ask your advice^ you will be 
pleased to give it. I command this vessel." 

^ I touched my hat, and turned the hands up about ship, con- 
vinced that the captain wished to avoid the action ^ as the only 
chance of escape for the brig, was her keeping her wind in the tack 
she was on. 

«* 'Bout Ship — 'bout ship ! " cried the men. <* What the hell 
are we going about fort" inquired they of one another, as they 
came up the ladder. 

** Silence there, fore and aft!" cried I. ** Captain Hawkins, 
I do not think we can get her round, unless we wear — the wind 
is very light." 

* *Then wear ship , Mr. Simple." 

There are times when grumbling and discontent among the 
seamen is so participated by the officers , although they do not 
show it, that the expressions made use of are passed unheeded. 
Such was the case at present. The officers looked at each other, 
and said nothing ; but the men were unguarded in their expres- 
sions. The brig wore gradually round ; and when the men were 
bracing up the yards, sharp on the other tack, instead of the 
<' Hurrah!" and "Down with the mark," they fell back with a 
groan. 

"Brace up those yards in silence there," said I to the men, 
which was all I could say. 

The ropes were coiled down, and we piped to dinner. The 
captain, who continued on deck, could not fail to hear the dis- 
contented expressions which occasionally were made use of on the 
lower deck. He made no observation , but occasionally looked 
over the side, to see whether the brig went through the water. 
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This she did slowly for about tea minvtes, when it fell a perfeef 
calm — so that , to ase a common phrase , he gained little by bis 
motion. About half past one, a slight breeze from the opposite 
qaarter sprung up — we turned round to it — it increased ^- the 
fog blew away , and , in a quarter of an hour the chaee was agaia 
visible, now upon our lee beam. The men gare three cheers. 

'* Silence there, fore and aft," cried the captain angrily. *'Mr. 
Simple, is this the way that the ship's company have been disd- 
plined under their late commander, to halloo and bawl whenever 
they thinli proper?" 

I was irritated at any reflection upon O'Brien, and I replied, 
** Yes, Sir; they have been always accustomed to express their joy 
at the prospea of engaging the enemy." 

'* Very well, Mr. Simple," replied he. 

"How are we to put her head?" inquired the master, touch- 
ing his hat: *'for the chase?" 

** Of course," replied the captain, who then descended into 
his cabin. 

^*Come, my lads," said Swinburne, as soon as the captain 
was below, **I have been going round, and I find that y our /ie£r 
are all in good fighting order. I promise ye , you sha'n't wait for 
powder. They *\l find that the Rattlesnake can bite devilish hard 
yet, I expect." 

'*Ay, and without its head, too," replied one of the men, 
who was the Joe Miller of the brig. 

The chase , perceivfng that she could not escape-^ for we were 
coming up with her, hand over hand, now shortened sail for 
action, hoisting Dutch colours. 

Captain Hawkins again made his appearance on the quarter- 
deck , when we were within half a mile of her. 

'* Are we to run alongside of her , or how?" inquired I. 

'*Mr. Simple, I command her," replied he, **and want no 
interference whatever." 

**yery well. Sir," replied I, and I walked to the gangway. 

"Mr. Thompson," cried the captain, who appeared to have 
screwed up his courage to the right pitch ^ and had now taken his 
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pmitkMi fiN- a meoMoi on o&e of the earronades; yoa williay the 
br% lights" 

Bang, bang — vhiz, whiz — bang— whiz, came Aree shots 
from the enemy, cleaving the air between our masts. The captain 
jumped down from the carronade, and hastened to the capstern, 
without fimshkig his sentence. '* Shall we fire when we are ready, 
Sir?*' said I; for 1 perceived that he was not capable of giving 
correct^ orders. 

*'Te8 — yes, to be sure," replied he, remaining where ha 
was. 

** Thompson/' said I to the master, ** I think we ean manage, } 
in our present commanding position , to get foul of him , so as to 
knock away his jib-boom and fore-topmast, and then she can't 
escape. We have good way on her." 

'*I 11 manage it. Simple, or my name is not Thompson /' ce^ 
plied the master, jumping into the quarter-boat, conoiog the 
vessel in that exposed situation , as we received the enemy's ire. 

'*Look out, my lads, and pour it into her now, jus4 as yon 
please," said I to the men. 

The seamen were, however, too w«M ^isdplined te take im- 
mediate advaatage of my permission ; they waited until we passed 
her, and just as tfa» master put up liis helm, so as to eatdifaer 
jib-boom between our masts , the whole bvoadside was poured 
into his bow and chess-tree. Herjib-JMomaiidfore-topgailaiit 
weat down, and she had so much way through the water , that w« 
tore dear from her, and rounding to the wind siiot a-head. The 
enemy , although in confusion from the effieots of our broadside, 
put iq^ his hdmto rake us ; we perceived hisnianoewvre , and did 
the same , and then squaring our sail , we ran with him before the 
wind, engaging fadToadsids to. broadside. 

Tliis continued about half an hour, and we soon found that we 
had no fool to play with. The brig was well fought , and her guns 
w«ll directed. We had several men taken down below , and I 
thoo^t it woirid bto belter lo engage her even closer. There was 
abent a cable's length between both vessels , as we ran before the 
wiad , at about six miles an hour , with a slight rolling motion. 
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"Thompson ," said I , '4et us see if we eaaiiot beal tliem from 
their guns. Let 's port the helm , and close her, till we can shy 
a hiscait on board." 

*'Ju8t my opinion, Simple; we '11 see if they wont make 
another sort of running 6ght of it." 

In a few minutes we were so close on board of her, that the men 
who loaded the guns could touch each other with their rammers and 
sponges. The men cheered ; it was gallantly returned by the enemy, 
and havoc |was now commenced by the musketry on both sides. 
The French captain , who appeared as brave a fellow as ever step- 
ped, stood for some minutes on the hammocks : I was also holding 
on by the swifter of the main rigging, when he took off his hat and 
politely saluted me. I returned the compliment; but the fire be- 
came too hot, and I wished to get under the shelter of the bulwark. 
8till I would not go down first, and the French captain appeared 
determined not to be the first either to quit the post of honour. At 
last one of our marines hit him in the right arm : he clapped his 
hand to the part, as if to point it out to me, nodded, and was 
assisted down from the hammocks. I immediately quitted my 
post, for I thought it foolish to stand as a mark for forty or fifty 
soldiers. I had already received a bullet through the small of my 
leg. But the effects of such close fire now became apparent : our 
guns were only half manned , our sides terribly cut up , and our 
sails and rigging in tatters. The enemy was even worse off, and 
two broadsides more brought her mainmast by the board. Our 
men cheered , and threw in another broadside. The enemy drop- 
ped astern; we rounded to rake her; she also attempted to round 
to , but could not until she had cleared away her wreck , and taken 
in her foresail, and lowered her topsail. She then continued the 
action with as much spirit as ever. 

*'He 's a fine fellow, by Ctod!" eiclaimed Thompson; *'I never 
saw a man fight his ship better: but we have him. Webster 's 
down, poor fellow!" 

**I 'm sorry for it," replied I; ''bat I 'm afraid that there are 
many poor fellows who have lost the number of their mess. I think 
it useless throwing away the advantage which we now have. He 
can't escape, and he 'li fight this way for ever. We had better 
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raDa*lie«d, repair damages « and thenhenmstsorRader, \ahiB 
crippled state, when we attack him again." 

*'I agree witli you, ".said Thompson; '*the only point is, that 
it will soon be dark," 

'* I '11 not lose sight of him, and he cannot get away. If he 
puts before the wind, then we will be at him again." 

We gave him the loaded guns as we forged a-head, and when 
we were about half a mile from him , hove to , to repair damages. 

The reader may now ask , ** But where was the captain all this 
time?" My answer is, that he was at the capstern, where he 
stood in silence, not once interfering during the whole action, 
which was fought by Thompson the master , and myself. How he 
looked , or how he behaved in other points during the engagement, 
I cannot pretend to say , for I had no time to observe him. Even 
now, I was busy knotting the riggiog, rousing up new sails to 
bend , and getting every thing in order , and I should not have ob- 
served him, had he not come up to me; for as soon as we had 
ceased firing he appeared to recover himself. He did not, however, 
first address me ; he comifienced speaking to the men. 

"Gome, be smart, my lads; send a hand here to swab up 
the blood. Here , youngster , run down to the surgeon , and let 
him know that I wish a report of the kilted and wounded." 

By degrees, he talked more, and at last came up to me. **Thi8 
has been rather smartish , Mr. Simple." 

*' Very smart indeed. Sir," replied I; and then turned away 
to give directions. 

** Maintop there, send down the hauling line on the starboard 
side." 

'*Ay, ay, Sir." 

** Now then, my lads, clap on, and run it up at once." 

''Maintop, there," hailed the captain, *Vbe a little smarter, 
or, byG— d, I 'U call you down for something." 

This did not come with a good grace from one, who had done 
ootbiag, to those who were working with all their energy. 

*'Mr. Simple ," said the captain, **I wish y^u would carry ott 
duty with \€s$ noise." 

**At all events, he set us the example durinip the action," 
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OMMtered the Jm Utter ; and the «llier sien laughed heartihf at tihe 
implicatioo. 

Iq tw« h9iir», during' i4ieh we had carefully watched the 
enemy, who still lay where we left him, we were agahi ready for 
action. 

''Shall I give the iue» their grog now, Sirf** said I to the cap- 
tain; **they mart want it." 

''No, no," replied the ca^Ma; '*no, no, Ifr. Simple, I 
don't like what yon cali Dutch courage." 

''I don't think he much does; and this feHow has shown 
plenty of it," said the Joe Hiller , softly ; and the men about him 
laughed heartily. 

** I think. Sir," ohserredl, *' that ft is an injustice to this fine 
ship's company, to hint at their reqniringDutch courage.** . ^Dutch 
courage is a ^rm for courage screwed up by drinking freely.) 
'* And I most respectfully beg leave to observe , that the men have 
not had their afternoon's allowanee ; and , after the fatigues they 
Junreundei^one, really require it." 

"I command this ship. Sir," replied he. 

'« Certainly , Sir , I am aware of it , " rejoined f . '*-8he Is now 
all ready for action again , and I wait your orders. The enemy is 
two miles on the lee quarter." 

ihe snrgeoQ here came up with his report. 

'*Grood heavens!" said the captain, *' forty-seven men killed 
and woottded; Mr. Wehsler dangerously. Why, the brig is 
crippled. We can do no more — positively, we can do no more.'* 

" ^0 cau take that brig , ajtyftow ," cried one of the seamen, 
from a dozen of the men who were to leeward , expecting orders to 
renew the attack. 

" What mua was that?" cried the captain. 

Ko one aaswM'od. 

' ' By G— d ! this ship is in a state of mutiny , Ur. Simple." 

''WillMonbe, I think," said a voice from the crowd , which 
I knew very well; but the captain havhig been but a short time 
with OS, did not faiow it. 

**Do you hear that, Mr. Simple?" cried the captain. 
I itgret to say, that I did hear it, Sir; I little thought that 
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ever such an expressioii would Ikave been made use of on board of 
the Eattlesnake." Then , fearing he vould ask me the maof's 
name, and to pretend not to have recognised it, I said, ^^Who 
was that who made use of that espresfiion ? " But no one answered ; 
and it was so dark , that it was unpossible to distinguish the men. 
** After such mutinous expressioiis/' observed the captMn, 
* * 1 certainly wili not risk his Majesty's biig under my commaod, at 
I should have wished to have done, even in her crippiled state, by 
aj^n engaging the enemy. I can only regret, that the oflteera 
appear as insolenit as the men ." 

*^ Perhaps, Captain Hawkins, yo» wiH state in what, and 
when , I have proved myself insolent. I cannot accuse mysetf." 
*'I hope the expression was not applied to me. Sir," said 
Thompson, the master, touciiing his hat. 

''SilencCj gentlemen, if you please. Mr. Simple, wear round 
the ship^' 

Whether the captain intended to attack the enemy or not, we 
could not tell, but we were soon undeceived; for when we were 
round , he ordered her to be kept away , nntil the Butch brig was 
on our lee quarter : then odering the master to shape his course for 
Yarmouth, he went down into the cabin, and sent up word that 
I might pipe to supper , and serve out the spirits. 

The rage and indignation of the men coald not be withheld. 
After they went down to supper they gave three heavy groans 
in concert; indeed, during the whole of that night, the officers 
who kept the watches had great difficulty in keeping the men from 
ventiog their feeling, in whatimight be almost termed justiiable 
mutiny. As for myself, I could hardly control my Texation. The 
brig was our certain prize; and this was proved, for the next day 
she hauled down her colours immediately to a mach smaller man* 
of-war, which fell in with her, still lying in the same crippled 
state; the capUin and first lieutenant killed, and nearly twc^ 
thirds of her ship's company either kUled or womided. Had we 
attacked bar, she would have hauled down her colours imme- 
diately , for it was our last broadside which had killed the captain^ 
who had shown so much courage. As first lieutenant, I should 
have received my promotjk^n , which was now lost. 1 cried for 
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TeiatioD when I thought of it as I Uy in bed. That his condaot 
was severely commented upon by the officers in the gun-room , as 
well as by the whole ship's company , I hardly need say. Thomp- 
son was for bringing him to a courtr-martial, which I would most 
gladly have done , if it only were to get rid of him ; but I had a long 
conversation with old Swinburne on the subject , and he proved to 
me that I had better not attempt it. *^ For , d' ye see , Mr. Simple, 
you have no proof. He did not run down below ; he stood his 
ground on deck, although he did nothing. You can't prove cow- 
ardice then, although there can be no great doubt of it. Again, 
with regard to his not renewing the attack, why, is not a captain 
at liberty to decide what is the best for his Majesty's service? And 
if he thought. In the crippled state of the brig, so close to the 
enemy's coast, that it wasn't advisable, why, it could only be 
brou(^t in as an error in judgment. Then , there 's another thing 
which must be remembered, Mr. Simple, which is, thafno cap- 
tains sitting on a court-martial will , if it be possible to extricate 
him, ever prove cowardice against a brother captain, because 
they feel that it 's a disgrace to the whole cloth." 

Swinburne's advice was good, and I gave up all thoughts of 
proceeding; still, it appeared to me, that the captain was very 
much afraid that I would , he was so extremely amiable and polite 
during our run home. He said , that he had watched how well I 
had behaved in the action , and would not fail to notice it. This 
was something, but he did not keep his word; for his despatch 
was published before we quitted the roadstead , and not the name 
of one officer mentioned , only generally saying, that they con- 
ducted themselves to his satisfaction. He called the enemy a cor- 
vette, not specifying whether she was brig or ship corvette; and 
the whole was written in such a bombastic style, that any one 
would have imagined tliat he had fought a vessel of superior force. 
He stated, at the end, that as soon as he repaired damages, he 
wore round , but that the enemy declined further action. So she 
did , certainly — for the best of all possible reasons, that she was 
too disabled to come down to us. All this might have been con- 
tested ; but the enormous list of killed and wounded , proved that 
we bad had a hard fight, and the capture of the brig afterwards, 
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that we bad really oTerpoirered her. So (bat ^ on the wMe , Ca|i- 
tain Hawkios gained a great deal of credit with some; although 
whispers were afloat, which came to (he ears of the AdmiraRy, 
and prevented him from being posted — the more so , as he had 
the modesty not to apply for it. 

CHAPTER XVI. 

Consequences of the action — A ship without a fighting captain ii like a 
thing without a head — So do the sailors think — A mutiny, and the 
loss of our Tamous ship's company. 

During our stay at Yarmouth , we were not allowed to pat oar 
foot on shore, upon the plea that we must repair damages, and 
proceed immediately to our station; but the real fact was, that 
Captain Hawkins was very anxious that we should not be able to 
talk about the action. Finding no charges preferred against him, 
he recommenced his system of annoyance. His apartments had 
windows which looked out upon where the brig lay at anchor; and 
he constantly walched all our motions with his spy-glass , noting 
down if I did not hoist up boats, &c. exactly at the hour prescribed 
in his book of orders, so as to gather a list of charges against me 
if he could. This we did not lind out until afterwards. 

I men tinned before, that when Swinl^irne joined us at Ply- 
mouth , he had recommended a figure-head being put on the brig. 
This had been done at O'Rrien's expense — not in the cheap way 
recommended by Swinburne, but in a very handsome manner. 
It was a large snake coiled up in folds, with its head darting out in 
a menacing attitude, and the tail, with its rattle^ appeared below. 
The whole was gilded, and had a very good effect; but after the 
dock-yard men had completed the repairs, and the brig was 
painted , one night the head of the rattlesnake disappeared. It had 
been sawed off by some malicious and evil-disposed persons, aad 
no (races of it were to be found. 

I was obliged to report this to the captain , who was very In* 
dignant, and ottered twenty pounds for the discovei^ of the of-^ 
fender; but had he offered twenty thousand he never would have 
found out the delinquent. It was, however, never forgotten; 
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lor he utidcrslood what was implied hy these manoravres. A 
Bew head was carved, Imt disappeared the night after it was 
tied on. 

The rage of the eaptain was without botieds: he tamed the 
hands up , and declared that if the offender was not given np , he 
would flog every hand on board. He gave the ship's company ten 
minutes, and then prepared to execute his threat. ''Mr. Paul, 
turn the hands up for punishment," said the captain, in a rage, 
and descended to his cabin for the articles of war. When he was 
down below, the officers talked over the matter. To tlog every 
man for the crime of one , was the height of injustice , but it was 
not for as to oppose him ; still the ship's company must have seen, 
in our eoontenances, that we shared their feelings. The men 
were talking with each other in groups, until they all appear to have 
eommanicated their ideas on the subject. The carpenters , who 
had been slowly iniqging aft the graftings, left off the job; t^e 
boatswain's mates, who bad come aft, rolled the tails of their cats 
roond the red handles ; and every man walked down below. No 
one was left on the quarter-deck but the marines under arms , and 
tbe officers. 

Perceiving this, I desired Mr. Paul, the boatswain, to send 
the men up to rig tbe gratings , and the quarter-masters with their 
. seizings. He came tt|^ , and said that he had called them , but 
that diey did not answer. Perceiving that the ship's company 
would break out into open mutiny, if the captain persisted in his 
intention, I went down into the cabin, and told the captain. the 
state of things , and wished for his orders or presence on deck. 

Tbe captain, 'whose wrath appeared to render him incapable 
of reflection, immediately proceeded on deck, and ordered the 
marines to load with baUnsartridge. This was done; bat, as I 
was afterwafds told by Thompson, who was standing aft, the 
■Marines loaded with the powder, and put the balls into thefir 
pockets. They wished to keep up the character of their corps for 
fidelity, and at the same time not fire upon men whom they loved 
as brothers, and with whom they coincided in opinion. Indeed, 
we afterwards discovered that it was a marine who had taken off 
Ihe he^d of the snake a second time. 
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The c^pUia thea ordered tbe boatdewafo to two the hands ap. 
The boatswain made his appearance with Ims rifpht arm in a sling. 
— **What's the matter widi your arm, Mr. Paul?*' sard I, as be 
passed me. 

^* Tumbled down the batcbrway just now — can't move my arm ; 
I must go to the surgeon as soon as this is over." 

The hands were piped «p again, but no one obeyed the order. 
Thus was the brig in a state, of mutiny. '* Mr. Simple, go forward 
to the main hatchway with the marines , and fire on the lower 
deck," cried the captain. 

' * Sir , " said I , * * there are two frigates within a cable's ienglh 
of us; and would it not be better lo send for assistance » without 
shedding blood? Besides, Sir , you have not yet tried the effect 6f 
calling up the carpenter's and boatswain's mates by name. Will 
yon aHow me to go down first, and bring them to a sense of their 
duty?" 

**Ye8, Sir, I presume yon know ;^o«r power, but of this here- 
after." 

I went down below and called the men by name. 

**Sir," said one of the boatswain's mates, ^'the ship's com- 
jtany say that they will not submit to be ftogged." 

"I do not speak to the ship's company generally, €oHins," re- 
plied I; **but yiw are now ordered to rig the gratings, and come 
on deck. It is an order that you conoot refuse. Go up directly, 
aod obey it. Quarter-nmasters , go en deck with your seizings. 
TVlien all is ready, you can then exposiubte.** 

The men obeyed my orders : they crawled on deck , rigged the 
gratings, and stood by* . 

"AH is ready. Sir," said I, touching my baft to the captain. 

'^ Send the ship's company aft, Mr. Paul." 

**Aft, then, all of you, for punishment," cried the boat- 
swain. 

<*Yes, it h mil €^ ui^ punisknunif** eried one yoke. 
'*^We 're all to flog one another, and then pay off ihejolHet,"* 

This timelhe men obe|ied the order; (hey all appeared on the 
quAiter-dieek. 

* Marines. 
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**T1iemeQareatl«fl, Sir," reported the boatswain. 

"Andoow, my lads," said the capUm , ''I'IMeachyouwhat 
matiny is. You see these two frigates aloogside of as. Yoa had 
forgotten them , I suppose, bat I hadn't. Here, yoa scoandrel, 
Hr. Jones" — (this was the Joe Miller) — ** strip, Sir. If ever 
there was mischief in a ship , yoa are at the head." 

<*Head, Sir," said the man, assaming a vacant look; **what 
head, Sir? Do yoa mean the snake's head? I don't know anything 
abontit. Sir." 

<' Strip, Sir!" cried the captain , in a rage; '* I '11 soon bring 
yoa to year senses." 

** If yoa please, yoar honour, what have I done to be tied ap? " 
said the man. 

** Strip , you scoandrel 1 " 

**Well, Sir, if yoa please, it's hard to be flogged for n<^ 
thing." 

> The man palled off his clothes, and walked np to the grating. 
The quarter-masters seiied him up. 

* * Seized up, Sir," reported the scoundrel of a sergeant of ma- 
rines , who acted as the captain's spy. 

The captain looked for the articles of war to read, as is neces- 
sary previous to punishing a man , and was a little puzzled to 6nd 
one, where no positive offence had been committed. At last, he 
pitched upon the one which refers to combination and conspiracy, 
and creating discontent. We all took off our hats as he read it, 
and he then called Mr. Paul , the boatswain , and ordered him to 
give the man a dozen. 

"Please, Sir," said the boatswain , poinHog to his arm in a 
sling , ** I can't flog — I can't lift up my arm." 

'*Tour arm was well enough when I came on board, Sir," 
cried the captain. 

**Tes, Sir; but in hurrying the men up, I slipped down the 
ladder, and I 'm afraid I 've put my shoulder out.'* 

The captain bit his lips; he fully believed it was a sham on the 
part of the boatswain, (which indeed i( was,) to get off flogging 
the men. ''Well, then, where is the chief boatswain's mate, 
CoUins?" 
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^'Here, Sir/' said Collins, coming forward : a stout, mus- 
cular man, nearly six feet high, with a pig-tail nearly four feet 
long, and his open breast covered with black shaggy hair. 
' **Give that man a dozen, Sir," said the captain. 

The man looked at the captain, then at the ship's company, 
and then at the man seized up, but did not commence the punish- 
ment. 

* *Do yon hear me , Sir 7 " roared the captain. 

"If you please, your honour, I 'd rather take my disgujog — I 

— don't wish to be chief boatswain's mate in this here business." 

"Obey your orders, immediately, Sir," cried the captain; 
•* or, by God , I '11 try you for mutiny." 

* * Well , Sir , I beg your pardon ; but what must be , must be. I 
mean no disrespect. Captain Hawkins , but I cannot flog that man 

— my conscience wo'n't let me." 
**YouT conscience. Sir?" 

•*Beg your pardon, Captain Hawkins , I 've always done my 
duty, foul weather or fair ; and I 've been eighteen years in his Ma- 
jesty's service , without ever being brought to punishment ; but if I 
am to be hung now, saving your pleasure, and with all respect , I 
can't help it." 

"I give you but one moment more. Sir," cried the captain ; 
** do your duty." 

The man looked at the captain , and then eyed the yard-arm. 
** Captain Hawkins , I will do my duty, although I must swing for 
it." So saying he threw his cat down on the quarter-deck , and fell 
back among the ship's company. 

The captain was now confo unded, and hardly knew how to act : 
to persevere, appeared useless — to fall back was almost as im- 
possible. A dead silence of a minute ensued. Every one was 
breathless with impatience , to know what would be done next. 
The silence was , however , first broken by Jones , the Joe Miller, 
who was seized up. 

«*Beg your honour's pardon. Sir," said he, turning his head 
round; but if I am to be flogged, will you be pleased to let me 
have it over? I shall catch my death a -cold , naked here all day." 

F€t€r SimpU, 27 
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This was decided mockery on the part of the man, and rotrsed 
the captain. 

** Sergeant of marines, pnt Miller, and tfiaft raan Cellnis, bolh 
legs in irons , for mutiny. My men , I pereotre that there is a 
eons]^iracY fn the ship, but I shall yery sooa pntuk end to it: I 
know the men , and , "by God , they &haU repent it. Mf« Paul, 
pipe down. Mr. Simple, man my gig; and recollect, it 's my 
positive orders , that no boat goes on shore." 

Xhe captain left, the brig, looking daggers at me as he went 
over the side; biit-Ihad done my duty, and cared little for that; 
indeed, I was n^w watching his conduct, as carefully as he did 
mine. 

" Xhe captain wishes to tell his own story Grst ," said Xhomp- 
aon , coming up to me. '*Now , i/I were you , Simple, I would 
take care that the real facts should be known." 

*'How 's that to be done/' replied I ; ** he has ordered no-com- 
munication with the shore." 

** Simply by sending an officer on board of eaeh of the frigates 
to state that the brig is in a state of mutiny, and request that they 
will keep a look-out upon her. This is no more than your duly as 
commanding officer ; you only send the message, leave me to state 
the facts of my own accord. Recollect that the captains of these 
frigates will be summoned , if there is a court of inquiry, which I 
expect will take place." 

I considered a little, and thought the advice good* I despatched 
.1*hompson Grst to one frigate, and then to the -other. The next day 
the captain came on board. As soon as he -stepped oa the quarter- 
deck, he inquired how I dare disobey bis orders in sendiog tJie 
boats away. My reply was that bis orders were, nort tecommuiiicate 
with the shore, but that, as-commanding officer, i eonsidered it my 
duty to make known to thetHhcr ships, that the men were in estate 
of insubordination, that they might keep their eyes upon us. Be 
kept his eyes upon me -for some time , and then turned away, vitb- 
out reply. As we expected, a court of inquiry was ealted, upon his 
representations to the admiral. About tiweaty of the men were ex- 
amined, but so much came out as to the reason why the head of the 
snake had been removed ^ for the saUors spoke boldly — that the 
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admiral and officers viho were appointed , strongly reeomnaended 
Captain Hawkins not to proceed fiirther than to state, thai there 
were some disaffected characters in the ship, a^dmoye the admiral 
io have t^m exchanged into other^. Jh'i^ wfis done , and the cap- 
tains qt th^ frig^es» who in^edlateljr^ve their advice, divided all 
our hest men between them. They spoke very freely to me, and 
asked me who were the best men , which I told them honestly, for 
I was jf|;lad to be able to get them o,nt pf the power of Captain Haw- 
kins : these they marked as disaffected^ an^ e;Lchanged them for all 
the worst they had on board. The few that were left ran away ; and 
tims, from having one of the finest and best organized ship's com- 
panies in the service, we were now one of the very "worst. Miller 
was sent gn board of the frigate, and under surveillance : he soon 
proved that his character was as good as I stated it to be, and two 
years afterwards was promoted to the rank qf boatswain. I must 
here remark , that there is hardly aqy degree of severity, which a 
captain may not eurt towards bis seamen, provided they are con- 
fident of, or he has proved to them his courage ; but if there be a 
doubt, or a confirmation to the contrary, all discipline is destroyed 
by contempt, and the ship's company mutiny, either directly or in- 
directly. There is an old saying, that all tyrants are cowards : that 
tyranny is in itself a species of meanness, I acknowledge; but still, 
the saying ought to be modified. If it is averted, that all mean 
tyrants are cowards, I agree; but I have known in the service most 
special tyrants, who were not cowards : their tyrsinny was (^xfessive, 
but there was no meiM^ness in their dispositions. On the contrary, 
they wer« generous, open-hearted, and, occasionally, when not in- 
fluenced by anger, proved, that their hearts, if not quite right, were 
not very much out of their places. Yet they were tyrants; but al- 
though tyrants, the men forgave them, and one kind act, when they 
were not led away by the impetuosity of their feelings, obliterated a 
hundred acts of tyranny. But such is not the case in our service 
with ^en who , in their tyranny , are mean ; the seamen show no 
quarter to them , and will undergo all the risk which the severity of 
the articles of war render them liable to , rather than not ejipress 
their opinion of a man whom they despise. I do not like to mention 
names, but I could point out specimens of hrave tyranjts , ^d^f 
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cowardly tyrants, who have existed, and do even now exist, in oar 
service. The present regulations have limited tyranny to a certain 
degree , but it cannot chetk the mean tyrant ; for it is not in points 
of consequence, likely to be brought before the notice of his supe- 
riors, that he eflTecls his purpose. He resorts to paltry measures — 
he smiles that he may betray — he conGnes himself within thelimit 
that may protect him; and he is never exposed , unless by his cou- 
rage being called in question, which but rarely occurs; and when 
it does occur, it is most difficult, as well as most dangerous , to 
attempt to prove it. It may be asked , why I did not quit the ship, 
after having been aware of the character of the captain, and the en- 
mity which he* bore to me. In reply, I can only say, (hat I did often 
think of it, talked over the subject with my messmates, but they 
persuaded me to remain, and, as I was a first lieutenant, and knew 
that any successful action would, in all probability, insure my pro- 
motion, I determined, to use a nautical expression, to rough it oat, 
and not throw away the only chance which I now had , of obtaining 
my rank as commander. 

CHAPTER XVII.* 

News from home not very agreeable, although the reader may laugh — 
We arrive at Portsmouth , where I Tall in with my old acquaintance, 
Mrs. Trotter — We sail with a convoy for the BalUo. 

I HAD written to my sister Ellen, giving her an account of all 
that had passed , and mentioning the character of the captain , and 
his apparent intimacy with my uncle. I received an answer from 
her, telling me, that she had discovered, from a very communicative 
old maiden lady, that Captain Hawkins was an illegitimate son of 
my uncle, by a lady with whom he had been acquainted, about the 
time that he was in the army. I immediately conceived the tnitli, 
that my uncle had pointed me out to him as an object of his ven- 
geance , and that Captain Hawkins was too dutiful, and too depen- 
dent a son , not to obey him. The state of my father was more dis- 
tressing than ever, but there was something very ludicrous in his 
fancies. He had fancied himself a jackass, and had brayed for a 
week , kicking the old nurse in the stomach, so as to double her up 



421 



like a hedgehog. He had taken it into his head that he wasa pomp ; 
and with one arm held out as a spoat, he had obliged the poor old 
narse to work the other up and down for hours together. In fact, 
there was a string of strange conceptions of this kind that had acca- 
mulated, so as to drive my poor sister almost mad; and sometimes 
his ideas would be attended with a very heavy expense, as he would 
send for architects , make contracts , (&c. for building, supposing 
himself to have come to the title and property of bis brother. This, 
being the basis of his disease, occurred frequently. I wrote to poor 
Ellen, giving her my best advice, and by this time the brig was 
* again ready for sea, and we expelled to sail immediately. I did not 
forget to write to O'Brien, but the distance between us was so great, 
that I knew I could not obtain his answer, probably, for a year, and 
I felt a melancholy foreboding, how much I required his advice. 

Our orders were to proceed to Portsmouth , and join a convoy 
collected there, bound up the Baltic, under the charge of theAcasta 
frigate , and two other vessels. We did not sail with any pleasure, 
or hopes of gaining much in the way of prize-money. Our captain 
was enough to make any ship a hell ; and our ship's company were 
composed of a mutinous and incorrigible set of scoundrels, with, 
of course, a few exceptions. How different did the officers find the 
brig after losing such a captain as O'Brien, and so fine a ship's 
company! But there was no help for it, and all we had to do was to 
make the best of it, and hope for better limes. The cat was at work 
nearly every day, and I must acknowledge that, generally speaking, 
it was deserved ; although sometimes a report from the sergeant of 
marines of any good man favoured by me, was certain to be attended 
to. This system of receiving reports direct from an inferior officer, 
instead of through me, as first lieutenant, became so annoying, that 
I resolved, at all risk , to expostulate. I soon had an opportunity, 
for one morning the captain said to me, ^*Mr. Simple, lunderstand 
that you had a (ire in the galley last night after hours." 

**It 's very true. Sir, that I did order a stove to be lighted ; but 
may I inquire whether the first lieutenant has not a discretionary 
power in that point? and further, how it is that I am reported to 
you by other people? The discipline of this ship is carried on by 
me, under your directionS| and all reports ought to come through 
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ine ; and I cannot anderstand upon what grotinds yen permit ibtixk 
Ihirough any other channel." 

"I command my own ship, Sir, and shall do as I {/lea^e in that 
respect. When I have officers I can confide in , I shall, in all pro- 
bability, allow them to report to me." 

**If there is any thing in my conduct which has proved to yon 
that I am incapable , or not trust-worthy , I would feel obliged to 
you, Sir, if you would, in the first place, point it out ; -- and, in the 
next, bring me to a court-martial if I do not correct it." ' 

** I am no court-martial man^ Sir ," ^plied he, •* but 1 am not 
to be dictated to by an inferior officer, so yon Ml oblige me by hold- * 
ing your tongue, "the sergeant of marines, as master-at-arms, is 
bound to report to me any deviation firom the regulations I have laid 
down for the discipline of the ship." 

*' Oranted , Sir,' but that report, according to the custom of the 
service, should come through the fii'St lieutenant." 

** I prefer it coming direct, Sir; — it stands less chance of being 
garbled." 

"Thank you. Captain Hawkins, for the compliment." 

The captain walked away without further reply, and shortly 
after went down beloW. Swinburne ranged up alongside of me as 
soon as the captain disappeared. 

"Well, Mr. Simple, so I hear we arc bound to the taltlc. Why 
couldb't they have ordered us to pick the convoy off Yarmouth , in- 
stead of coming all the way to Portsmouth? We shall be in to- 
morrow, with this slant of wind." 

** I suppose the convoy are not yet collected, Swinburne; and 
yoii recollect , there *8 no want of French privateers In the 
channd." 

"Very true. Sit." 

"When were you up the Baltic , Swinburnef " 

"I was in the old St. George, a regular old ninety-eight; she 
sailed Just like t hay-stack , one mile d-bead and three to leeward. 
Lord bless you , Mr. Simple , the Cattegat Wasn't wide enough for 
her; but she was a comfortable sort 6f vi^ssel after all, eicepting on 
a lee shore , so we used always to give the land a wide berth , I re- 
eollecf. By-the-bye, Mr. Simple', do you recollect how angry you 
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were because I didn't peaeh el fiiibtdoes, wivii the laea iUcM 
the monkey?" 

<*TobewreIdo.'' 

''Weil, then, I didii*i tfaiiik MlidF llieii, MlwasoneoCMiem. 
But new that I'mtL bit of an officer, I juat tell you (hat whMtiw^get 
to Carlscrona there 's a mtihodotsucidnfftkamofikeyiim^, ^ieh> 
as first lieutanaat , mth such a queer eort of a captoi^a, it j^just as 
weD that you shouki be vp lo. In the old St^fieorge, ve had seventy 
men drunlL oneafteroeon, andlhe first liedteaaDlGoqUii'tfitd it 
out nohow." 

''indeed, fiwrnhurae, you moalifltmeinto that secret.*' 

"So I viil, iff. Simple. Don't you knov there '« a lunous 
stafffor cuts and wewDds , calledbalsam?" 

*'What, Riga balsam 7" 

"Yes, IbaC'sU; well, all^e boats (will hriag that far aale, as 
ihey did to us in.tbe old fit. -George. Devilish good stuff it is for 
wounds, I believe ; but it *s not bad to drink, and it 's very strong. 
We used to take it imiaardfy^ Mr. Simple, and the first lieutenant 
saever guessed it." 

"What! you all got tipsy upon Riga baftam?" 

" All that could ; so I just give you a hint." 

"I'm much obliged to you, Swinburne; I certainly never 
should have suspected it. I believe seamen ivould gei drank upon 
anything." 

The mnt monuog ve anchored at Spfthead, and found the 
«onvoy i«ady for sea. The captain went on shore Co report himself 
lo the admiral, %m/A^ as asoaJ, the bf% was^uerounded with 
bumniMiats and wherries , with people who wished to emit on 
board. As we were not known on the Fortsmmith MaMeo., and 
had no^aoquaiataaee with the people, slhtiM^buniT-hoaas were very 
amions to suppiy the ship ; and, as. thi| is at Ihe Ofptioa ef the first 
lieutenant, he is very onieh persecuted uwtii he has made his de- 
ebion. €ertiiicates of good eonduct from elber officers were 
handed up the side from all of them : and I looked over the books 
at die capstem. in the Mcond book the name struck me ; It was 
that of Mrs. Trotter, and I walked to the gangway, out «f curio- 
sity, to ascertain whether it was the same personage who, when I 
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was a youngster, had taken sueh care of my shirts. As I locked 
at the boats , a Toice cried oat, " O , Mr. Simple, have yon for- 
got yonr old friend? don't you recollect Mrs. lYotter?" I cer- 
tainly did not recollect her; she had grown very £it, and, although 
more advanced in years, was a better looking woman than when I 
had first seen her , for she looked healthy and fresh. 

'* Indeed, I hardly did recollect you, Mrs. Trotter." 

*'I've somuchtotellyou, Mr. Simple," replied she, order- 
ing the boat to pull alongside, and as she was coming up, desired 
the man to get the things in, as if permission was quite unneces* 
sary. I did not counter-order it, as I knew none of the others, 
and, as far as honesty was concerned, belieyed them all to be 
much on a par. On the strength, then, of old acquaintance, 
Mrs. Trotter was admitted. 

**Well, I'm sure, Mr. Simple," cried Mrs. Trotter, out of 
breath with climbing up the brig's side; **what a man you 've 
grown, — and such a handsome man , too ! Dear, dear, it makes 
me feel quite old to look at you , when I call to mind the little 
boy whom I had charge of in the cockpit. Don't you think I look 
very old and ugly, Mr. Simple?" continued she, smiling and 
smirking. 

'* Indeed, Mrs. Trotter, I think you wear very well. Pray 
how is your husband?" 

*'Ah, Mr. Simple, poor dear Mr. Trotter — he's gone. Poor 
fellow , no wonder ; what with his drinking, and his love for me — 
and his jealousy — (do you recollect how jealous he was, Mr. 
Simple?) — he ifpre himself out at last. No wonder, considering 
what he had been accustomed to , after keeping his carriage and 
dogs with every body, to be reduced to see his wife go a humming^ 
It broke his heart, poor fellow! and, Mr. Simple, I 've been 
much happier ever since, |or I could not bear to see him fretting. 
Lord, how jealous he was — and all about nothing! Don't yon 
want some fresh meat for the gun-room? I 've a nice leg of mut- 
ton in the boat, and some milk for tea." , 

"Recollect, Mrs. Trotter, I shall not overlook your bringing 
spirits on board." 
* **Lord, Mr. Simple, how could you think of such a thing? It's 
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v«ry trae that tkese common people do it, bat the company I 
have kept, the sodety I hare been in , Mr* Simple! Besides, you 
most recollect, that I never drank any thing but water," 

I could not eiaclly coincide with her, but I did not contradict 
her. 

'* Would you like the Portsmouth paper, Mr. Simple ?'* taking 
one out of her pocket; *^I know gentlemen are fond of the news. 
Poor Tirotter used never to stir from the breakfast-table until he had 
finished the daily paper — but that was when we lived in very dif- 
ferent style. Have you any clothes to wash ,* Mr. Simple , — * or 
have any of the gentlemen? "' 

"I fear we have no time, we sail too soon," replied I; *'we 
go with the convoy." 

« Indeed ! " cried Mrs. Trotter, who walked to the main hatchway 
and called to her man Bill. I heard her give iiim directions to seB 
nothing upon trust, in consequence of the intelligence of our im- 
mediate sailing. 

**I beg your pardon, Mr. Simple., I was only desiring my 
head man to send for your steward , that he might be supplied 
with the best , and to save some milk for the gun-room." 

*'And I must beg your pardon, Mrs. Trotter, for I must 
attend to my duty." Mrs. Trotter made her courtesy and walked 
down the main ladder to attend to her duty , and we separated. 
I was informed she had a great deal of custom , as she understood 
how to manage the officers, jind made herself generally useful to 
them. She had been a bum-boat woman for six years , and had 
made a great deal of money. Indeed , it was reported , that if 
ajirff lieutenant wanted forty or fifty pounds , Mrs. Trotter would 
always lend it to him , without requiring his promissory note. 

The captain came on board in the evening, having dioed with 
the admiral , and left directions for having all ready for unmooring 
and heaving short at daylight. The signal was made from tho 
frigate at sunrise , and before twelve o'clock we were all under 
weigh , and running past St. Helen's with a favourable wind. Our 
force consisted of the Acasta frigate , the Isis ship, sloop,, mounl- 
ing twenty guns, the Beindeer, eighteen, and our own brig. 
The convoy amounted to nearly two hundred. Although the wind 
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was fiur, aod the water tmaolk, we wn» nere ikm a 
fore we made Anholt tight, owii^id Ike tei Milkif j^ad laitteB- 
tion of many of the teasels -Moiiging to the coavoy. W-e wm 
eoDstaotly eaiplayeid repeatiAg aifaals^ fiiiog gnos, and often 
sent back to tow up the sterumost vessels. At last we passed the 
Anholt light, wHh a light breeze; and the next marariog, the main 
land was to be distiaguisbed on bo A bows. 



* CHAPTER XVlli. 

How we.pa88ed the sonnd, and what passed in the sound — The eaptain 
ovethears again a conversation between Swinburne and me. 

i 
I WAS oa the signal chest abiA, eoaatlng the convoy, when 

Swiabmue-came op to me. 

** There 's a little difference between this part of the wotld and 
the West Indies , Mr. Simple , " observed he. ' ' Blaek rocks and 
fir woods don't remind us of the BlueVountains of Jamaka.^or the 
eoeoa-nat , waving to the seaHbrecxe." 

** Indeed not, Swrnhmfue," rqiliedl. 

**We shall have plenty of calms here, wtthout panting with 
the heat, although we may find the gun^hoats a littletoo wann far 
us; for depend upon it, the very moment the wind goes down, 
they will come out from every nook and comer, and aaaay oa aol 
a little." 

"Have you been here before, with a convoy, Swinburne^** 

'*To be sure I have; and it 's sharp work that I 've aeen hen, 
Mr. Simple. Work , that I 've an idea our captain wo'at bav* 
much stomach for." 

" Swinburne, I beg you will keep your thoa^^hts rela(We4a the 
captain to yoursdf ; recoUeet the last time. It is my duty not fa 
listen to them." 

"And I should rather think, to report them also, Mr. Simple,*' 
aaid Captain Hawkhns, who had crept up to us, and overheard 
our conversation. 

**In this iastance there is no occasion for my repotting tham. 
Sir ,*' raptted 1 : " for :jm have heard what has paaaad. 
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**rhaTe, Sir," rei^Ked he; "and 1 shall not forget the con- 
versatiod." 

I turned forward. Swinbarne had made hid retreat the mo- 
ment that he heard the vofce of the captalti. *''floi^ many sails 
are there ia^fght, ^\tV* inquired the captain. 

*^One hundred and sixty^three, Sii*/' replied!. 

** Signal for convoy to close from the Acasta," reported tht 
midshipman of the watch. 

We repeated it, a*Dd the captain descended to his celbin. Wt 
were then running about foar miles an hour, the water very smooth, 
alid AnhOlt lighthouse hardly Visible on dedk , bearing N.N. W. 
about twenty miles. In fact, we were near the entrance of the 
Sound , which , the reader may be aware , is a narrow passage 
leading into the Baltic Sea. We ran on , followed by the convoy, 
some of which were eight or ten miles astern of us , and we ^ei^ 
well into the Sound, when theVind gradually died away, until it 
fell quite c^lm , and the heads of the vessels were laid round the 
compass. 

My wdtch was nearly out, when the tnidshipman, who was 
looking round with his glass oti the Copenhagen side , reported 
three gun-boats , sweeping out from behind a point. I eiamiued 
them, add went down to report them to the captain. When I came 
on deck , more were reported , until we counted ten , tWo of them 
large vessels, called praams. The captain now came on dedk, 
and I reported them. We made the signal of enemy in sigtit, to 
the Acasta , which was answered. They divided — six of fb^ 
pulling along shore towards the convoy in the rear, and four 'cbttiing 
out right for the brig. The Acasta now made the signal for ** Boats 
manned and armed to be held in readiness." We hoii^ted out our 
pinnace , and lowered down our cutters — the other men-of*wair 
doing the Same. In about a quarter of an hour, the gun-boats 
opened thetr Are with their long thirty-two p6unders , and thehr 
'first shot ^ent right through the hull of the brig, just abaft tht; 
fdre-bits; fortunately, no one was hurt. I turned round to look 
at the captain ; he was as white as a sheet. He caught my eye, and 
turned aft, when he was met by Swinburne's eye, steadily Bied 
upon him. He then walked to the other side of the deck. Another 



428 



shot ploughed up the water close to us, rose, and eame through 
the hammock-DettiDg, tearing out two of the hammocks, and 
throwing them on the quarter-deck, when the Acasta hoistediOat 
pennants, and made the signal to send our pinnace and cutter to 
the assistance of vessels astern. The signal was also igaade to the 
Isis and Reindeer. . I reported the signal , and inquired who was 
to take the command. 

**Tou, Mr. Simple, will take the pinnace^ and order Mr. 
Swinburne into the cutter." 

* * Mr. Swinburne , Sir ! *' replied I ; * * the brig will, in all pro- 
bability , be in action soon , and his services as a gunner will be 
required." 

'*Well, then, Mr. Hilion may go. Beat to quarters. Where 
is Mr. Webster?" The second lieutenant 'was close to us, and 
he was ordered to take the duty during my absence. 

I jumped into the pinnace, and shoved oiT; ten other boats 
from the Acasta and the other men-of-war were pulling in the same 
direction , and I joined them. The gun-boats had now opened fire 
upon the convoy astern, and were sweeping out to capture them, 
dividing themselves into two parties, and pulling towards different 
portions of the convoy. In half an hour we were within gunshot 
of the nearest, which directed its fire at us ; but the lieutenant of 
the Acasta, who commanded the detachment, ordered us to lie 
on our oars for a minute , while be divided bis force in three divi- 
sions, of four boats each, with instructions that we should each 
oppose a division of two gun-boats , by pulling to the outermost 
vessel of the convoy, and securing ourselves as much as possible 
from the fire, by reipainiug under her lee , and be in readiness to 
take them by boarding, if they approached to capture any of our 
vesjiels. 

This was well arranged. I had the command of one division, 
for the first lieutenants had not been sent away from the Isis and 
Reindeer, and having inquired which of the divisions of gun-boats 
I was to oppose, I pulled for them. In the oneantlme, we ob- 
served that the two praams , and two gun-boats , which had re- 
mained behind us, and had been firing at the Racehorse, bad also 
divided — one praam attacking the Acasta , the two gun-boats 
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playing upoo the Isis , and the other praam engagtog the Rattle- 
snake and Reindeer ; the latter yessel heiog in a line with us , and 
about half a mite farther out, so that she could not return any effe<>- 
tnal fire, or, indeed, receive much damage. The Rattlesnake 
had the worst of it, the fire of the praam being chiefly directed tm 
her. At the distance chnsen by the enemy , the frigate's guns 
reached, but the other men-of-war, having only two long guns, 
were not able to return the fire but with their two, the carronades 
being useless. ' 

One of the praams mounted ten guns , and the other eight. 
The last was opposed to the Rattlesnake, and the fire was kept up 
very smartly, particularly by the Acasta and the enemy. In about 
a quarter of an hour I arrived with my division close to the vessd 
which was the nearest to the enemy. It was a large Sunderland- 
built ship. The giin-boats , which were within a quarter of a mile 
of her , sweeping to her as fast-tis they could , as soon as they per- 
ceived our approach , directed their fire upon us , but without 
success, except the last dischaige, in which, we being near 
enough , they bad loaded with grape. The shot fell a little short, 
but one piece of grape, struck one of the bowmen of the pinnace, 
taking off three fingers of his right hand as he was pulling his oar. 
Before they could fire again, we were sheltered by the vessel, pull- 
ing close to her side , hid from the enemy. My boat was the only 
one in the division which carried a gun, and t now loaded, waiting 
for the discharge of the guo-boats, and then, pulling a little a-head 
of the ship , fired at them , and then returned under cover to load. 

This continued for some time, the enemy not advancing nearer, 
but now firing into the Sunderland-ship , which protected us. At 
last the master of the ship looked over the side , and said to me, 
**Isay, my joker, AojoneaWihiBgivififfmeaMiistaneef I think 
I was better off before you came. Then I bad only my share of the 
enemy's fire, but now that you have come, I have it all. I 'm 
riddled like a sieve, and have lost four men already. Suppose 
you^ve me a spell now — pull behind the vessel a-head of us. 
I 'II take my chance." 

I thought this request very reasonable, and as I should be 
really ikearer. to the enemy if I pulled to the neit vessel, and afl 
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Nffdy to support bim if «UMk.ed, I complied with Us mak. I 
had positive orders QQt to board with so small a foice, (the Coor 
boats eontaioing biH forty men » and eteh gnn-^iDat liaviDg at least 
seventy, ) anless they advanced to capture , and then I was to na 
all risks. 

I pulled up to the other vessel, a large brig, and the captain, as 
soon as we came alongside, said, *' I see what yon 're about, and 
I 'U jttst leave you ray vessel io take care of. No use losing my 
men , or being knocked on the head." 

** All 's right — you can't do beMer, and lee can!t do better 
cither." 

His boat was lowered down, and getting in viril^ his men, he 
pulled to another vessel , and lay behind it, all ready to pull hack 
if a breeze sprang up. 

As wss to be expected the gun-boats shifted their fire M> the de- 
serted vessel , which the boats lay behind , and thus did the action 
in our quarter continue until it was dark ; tbe gun-lioatsaot choo- 
sing to advance, and we restricted from pulling out to attack them. 
There was no moon , and , as daylight disappeared, the effieot was 
very beautiful. In the distance, the cannonading of the frigate, 
and other men-of-war , answered by the praams and gun-4mats, 
reinforced by six more , as we afterwards found -out — the vivid 
flashing of the guns , reflected by the water, as smooth as glass -*- 
the dark outlines of the numerous convoy, with their sails hanging 
down the masts , oue portion of the convoy appearing for a mo- 
ment, as the guns were discharged in that direction, and then dis- 
appearing, while others were momentarily seen -^ liie roar of the 
heavy guns opppaed to us — the crashing of the timbers of the 
brig, which was struck at every disd^arge, and very often per- 
forated -> with the whkczing of the shot as it passed by ; — all this 
in a dark, yet clear night, with every star in the heavens twin- 
kling, and., as it were, looking down npoiLus, wi» intei^esthig, 
as well as aw£ul» 

But I soon perceived that the gui|i4M>ate were nearing us eveiy 
lime that they fired , and I now discharged grape alone , ^waiting 
for the flesh of the fire to ascertain their direction. At last, I could 
perceive their long, low hulls, not two cables' lengths from as, 
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and their sweepa liftiog from the nwtflr. Jt was pUua that they were 
advaaejog to board » and I resolved to aiidei|>ate Uiem if possiMe. 
I had ired a-head of the brig, and I now pulled vith all my boats 
astern , giving my orders to the officers , and laying on our oars in 
readineaa. The gua-boats were about half a cable's length from 
eaah other, puUiug a^ abreatt, and passing us at aboutihe same 
distance, when I directed the-men to give way. I had determined 
to throw all my force upon.the nearest boat, and in half a minute 
our bows were forced between their sweqis , which we caught hold 
oftto fotce our wax Alongside. 

' Xhe reaistvice of the Ranes ms very determined. Three times 
did! obtain a footing 00 the deslc, and three times was I thrown 
back iiilo 4he boats. M laAt we had fairly obtained oar ground, 
and'Wefc driviog them gradually forward , when , m I ran on the 
gAinwale to obtain a position more in advance of my men, I re- 
ceived a blow with the butt end of a mnskct. I JMlieve on the 
shonlder^ which linocked me ovet board , and I feirbetween the 
sweeps , and sank under the vessers bottom. I rose under her 
stern; bMtl was so shook with the violence of the blow, that I was 
for some time confused; still I had strength to keep myself above 
water, and paddled, as it appeated, awaylrom the vessel, until 
I hit against a sweep whi^h bad .&licft ^verhoacd. Xhis supported 
me,, and I gradually TecDvertd my aelf . 

The load ie(>ort*of a gun dose to me startled me , and I per^ 
ceived that it was from the go»^boat which 1 had boarded, and 
that her bead was tarned ia the direction of the other gun^hoat. 
From this, with the noise of the sweeps pnlliag , Iknewthatmy 
men had succeeded in capturing her. I hallooed , but they did 
not hear me , and I soon lost sight of her. Another gun was now 
fired ; it was from the other guq -*boat retreating , • sod I perceived 
her pulling in-shore, for*she passed me not twenty yards off. I 
now held the sweep with my hands, and struck out off the shore, 
In the direction of the convoy. 

. A light breeze rippled the water, and I knew that I had no time 
to lose. In about five minutes I heard the sound of oars , and per- 
ceived a boat crossing me. I hailed as loud as I could — they 
heard me; laid on their oars — and I hailed again — they pulled 
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to me, and took me io. it iras the master of the brig, whov 
aware of the capture of one giia4>oat, and the retreat of the other, 
was looking for his vessel; or, as he told me, for what was left of 
her. Iq a short time we found her, and, dthough very mueh cat 
up , she had received no shot under water. In an hour the breexe 
was strong, the cannonading had ceased in every direction, and 
we had repaired her damages , so as to be able to make sail , and 
continue our course throng the Sound. 

Here I may as well relate the events of the action. One of the 
other divisions of gun-boats had retreated wh^n attacked by the 
boats. The other had beaten off the boats, and killed many* of 
the men, but had suffered so much themselves, as to retreat 
without making any capture. The Acasta lost four men killed, 
and seven wounded ; the Isis , three men wounded ; the Reindeer 
bad nobody hurt; the Rattlesnake had six men killed,' and two 
wounded, ii^udingthe captain; but of that I shaU speak hereafter. 
I found thafli was by no means seriously hurt by the blow I had 
received: my shoulder was stiff for a week, and very much dis- 
coloured , but nothing more. When I foil overboard I had struck 
against a sweep , which had cut my ear half off. The captain of 
the brig gave me dry clothes, and in a few hours I was very com- 
fortably asleep , hoping to join my ship the neott day; but in this I 
was disappointed. The breeze was favourable and fresh, and we 
were dear of the Sound ; but a long way astern of the convoy , and 
none of the headmost men-of-war to be seen. I dressed and went 
on deck, and inmiediately perceived that I had little chanee of 
joining my ship until we arrived at Garlscrona , which proved to be 
the case. About ten o'clock , the wind died away , and we had 
from that time such baffling light winds, that it was six days be- 
fore we dropped our anchor, every vessel of the convoy having ar- 
rived before u^. 
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CHAPTER XIX. • 

The dead man attends at the auction of his own effects, and bids the sale 
to slop — One m<^e than was wanted -*- Peter steps into bis own shoes 
again — GapUin Hawkins Ukes a (ri«iidly interest in Peter'4 papers <- 
Riga balsam sternly refused to be admitted for the relief af the. ship's 
company. 

As soon as the sails were farled, I thanked Ihe master of Uie 
vessel for his kindness, and requested the boat. He ordered it 
to be manned, saying, "Hov glad your captain will be to aee 
fou!" i'donbted that. We shook hands, and I jmlled to tiie 
Rattlesnake , which lay about two cables' length astern of as. I 
had put on a jacket, when I left the brig on service, and coming 
in a merchantman's boait , no attention was paid to me ; indeed, 
«wing to circumstances, no one was on the look-out, and I 
ascended the side unperceiyed. 

The men and officers were on the quArter-deck, attending the 
sale of dead men's effects before the mast, and every eye was 
fixed upon six pairs of nankeen trowsers exposed by the purser's 
steward which I recognised as my own. "Nine shillings for six 
pairs of nankeen trowsers ," cried the pursei's steward. 

'*Come, my m^n, they're worth mote than that," observed 
ihe iMiptain , who appeared to be very facetious. '* It 's better to 
be in his trowsers than In his shoes." This brutal remark created 
asileocie'for a moment. ^'Well, then; steward, let them go. 
One would think (hat pulling on Us tronmers would make you as 
afraid as he was ,"• continued the captain lauglring. 

"Shame!" was cried out by one or two of the officers, and 
I recognised Swinburne's voice as one. 

"More likely if they put on yourft," eried I, in a loud In- 
dignant tone. 

Every body started, and turned round; Captain Hawkins 
staggered to a carronades "I beg to report myselfas having re« 
jfrfnedmyship. Sir," continued I. 

"Huirah, my lads! three cheera for Mr. Simple,'* said Swin- 
bame. 

The men gave them with emphasis. The caplaio looked M.mi, 

Pfier Simph, jjg 
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and without saying a word , hastily retreated to Ms cabin. I per- 
ceived, as he went down, that he had his arm in a sling. I 
thanked the men for their kind feeling towards me , shook hands 
with TbonqisoQ and Webster, who warmly congratalated me, and 
then wHh old Swinbome, (who nearly wrong my arm off, and 
gave my shoulder such pain,* as to make me cry out,) and with 
the others who eitended theirs. I desired the sale of my effects 
to be stopped ; ^fortunaO^ly for me , it had but jast begun , and the 
articles were all returned. Tboropsoo had informed the captain 
that he knew my fatiier'a address, and would take charge of my 
ctothes, and siedd them home, but the captain would not allew 
bim.' 

In a few minutes, I received a letter from the captain, desiring 
me to acqnaint him in writing, for the information of the senior 
officer , in what manner I bad escaped. I went down below , when 
I found one very melancholy face , that of the passed-midsMpman 
of the Acasta , who had received an acting order in my place. 
When I went to my d^k , I found two important articles missing; 
one, my private le(ter--book , and the other, the journal which I 
kept of what passed , and from which this narrative has been eom- 
piled. I inquired of my messmates, who stated that the dtsk 
had not been looked Into hj any one but the captain , who , of 
course, mdst have possessed himself of tliose important docn- 
ments. 

I wrote a letter containing a short narrative of what had hap- 
pened, and, at the same time, another on service to 4beeaptsld, 
requesting that he would deliTer up my property , the private jour- 
nal, and letter-book io his possessibn. The captain, as soon as he 
received my letters , sent up word for his boat to be manned. Jhs 
soon as it was manned, I reported % and then begged to know 
whether be intended to comply with my request. He answeied that 
he should net , and then went on deMc , and qnilted the brig to pull 
on board of the senior officer. I theh'efore determined immedfaMly 
to write to the captain of the Acasta , acquainting him with tiK 
conduct of Captain Hawkins, and requesting his Interference. 
This I did immediately, and the boat that had brought me en 
beard not having left the brig, I sent thQ letter by it, requesting 
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them to put it into the hands of one of the officers. The leliec was 
received previoos to Captain Hawkias' visit being ever, and the 
captaki of the Acasta pulit into his hands, ioqairing if ik» state- 
ment urere correct. Captain Hawkins replied, that it was true 
that he had detained these papers, as there was so much mutiny 
and disafRection in them, and that he should not retwn them 
tome. 

"That I cannot permit," replied the captain of the Acasta, 
who was aware U Che character of Captain Hawkins ; * * if ,. by mis* 
take , you have been put in possession of any of Mr. Simple's se- 
crets, you are bound in honour not to make use of them ; neither 
tan you retain property not your own." 

But Captain Hawkins wsa determined, and refused to give 
themlomel 

''Well, then, CapUin Hawkins,:' replied the captain of the 
Acasta , ** yon will oblige me by remaining.on my quarter-deck till 
I come out of the cabin." 

The captain of the Acaata then wrote an order, directing. Cap- 
fain Hawkins immediately to deliver up to him the papers of mine 
tn bis possession ; and coming out of the cabin , put it into Cap- 
tain Hawkins' hands, saying, **Now, Sir, here is a written oi'der 
from your superior oi&cer. Disobey it, if yoi^dare. If you cl8, 
I will put you under an arrest, and try you by a court-martial. 
I can only regret , that any captain in his Mqesty's service should 
be forced in this way to do his duty as a gentleman and a man of 
honour." 

Captain Hawkins bit his lip at the order, and the cutting re*> 
marks accompanying it. 

"Your boat is manned , Sir," said the capUin of the Acasta, 
in a severe tone. 

Captoin Hawkins came on board, sealed up the books, and 
sent them to the captain of the Acasta, who re-directed them to 
me, on his Majesty's service, and returned them by the same 
boat. The public may therefore thank the captain of (he Acasta 
for the memoirs which they are now reading. 

From my messmates I gained the following intelligence of what 
had passed after I had quitted the brig. The fire of the praam had 

2»* 
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cut them np severely, and Captaia Hawkins had been stniek in the 
arm with a piece of the hammoclKrail, which had been shot away 
shortly after I left. Although the skin only was razed , he thought 
proper to consider himself badly wounded; and gifing up the^ 
command to Mr. Webster, the second lieutenant , had retreated* 
below, where he remaiDed until the action was over. When 
Mr. Webster reported the return of the boats, with the capture of 
the gun-boat^ and my supposed death, he was so delighteid, that 
he quite forgot his wound , and ran on deck , nibbing his hands as 
he walked up and down. At last, he recoileeted hunself, went 
down into his cabin , and came up again- with his arm in a sling. 

The next morniog , he went on board of the Acasta , and made 
his report to the senior officer, bringing back with him the dis- 
appointed passed-midshipman as my successor. He had also 
stated on the quarter-deck/ that if I had not been killed, he in- 
tended to have .tried me by a court-martial, and have turned me 
out of the service ; that be had quite enough charges to ruin me» 
for he had been collecting them ^ver since I had been under his 
command ; and that now he would make that old scoundrel of a 
gunner repent bis intimacy with me. All this was confide^ to the 
syrgeon , who, as I before observed , was very much of a courtier ; 
but the surgeon hfld repeated it to Thompson, the master, who 
now gave me the information. There was one advantage in all this, 
which was , that I knew exactly the position in which I stood , and 
what I had to expect. 

During the short time that we remained in port, I took care thai 
Riga baUam should not be allowed to come alongside , and the 
men were all sober. We received orders from the captain of the 
Acasta to join the admiral , who was off the Texel, in pursuance of 
directions he bad received from the Admiralty to despatch one of 
the squadron, and we were selected from the dislike which he had 
taken to Captain Hawkins. 
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CHAPTER XX- 

An old friend in a new case — Heart of oak In Swedish fir — A man 't a 
man, all the world over, and something more in many parts of it-^ 
Peter gets reprimanded for being dilatory, but proves a title to a de- 
fence — Allowed. 

When we were about forty miles off the harbour, airigate 
hove in sight. We made the private signal : she hoisted Swedish 
colours , and kept away a couple of points to close with us. 

We were within two miles of her when she up courses and Cook 
in her topgallant sails. As we dosed to within two cables' lengths, 
she hove-to. We did the same ; and the captain desired me to 
lower dowu the boat, and board her, ask her name , by whom she 
was commanded, and offer any assistance if the captahi required 
it. This was the usual custom of thtf service , and I went on board 
In obedience to m^ orders. When I arrived on the quarter-deck, 
J asked in French , whether there was any one who spoke it. The 
first lieutenant came forward, and took off his hat : I stated , that 
J was requested to ask the name of the vessel and the commanding 
officer*, to insert it in our log, and to offer any services that we 
could command. He replied, that the captain was on deck, and 
turned round , but the captain had gone down below. *' I will iuf- 
form him of your message — I had no idea that he had quitted the 
deck ; " and the first lieutenant left me. I exchanged a few com- 
pliments , and a little news with the officers on deck who appeared 
to be very gentlemanlike fellows, when the first lieutenant requested 
my presence in the cabin. I desccAded — the dd9r was opened -^ 
I was announced by the first lieutenant, and he quilted the cabio. 
I linked at the captain , wbo was sitting at the table : he was a fine, 
stout man , with two or three ribands at his buttdn-hole , and a 
large pair of mustachios. I thought that I had seen him before, 
but I. could not recollect when: his face was certainly familiar to 
me , but, as I had been informed by the officers on deck , that the 
captain was a Count Shucksen, a person I had never heard of, 
I thought that I must be mistaken; I therefbre addressed him in 
French , paying him a long compliment, with all the pecess«ry 
et ceteroi. 
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The captain turoed round to me , took his hand away from his 
forehead , which it had shaded , and lool&ing me full in the face, 
replied^ ''Mr. Simple, I don't understand but very little French. 
Bphi yottr yam in plain English." 

I started ^ " I thought that I knew your face /' replied X; ''am 
I mistaken ? — no , it must be — Mr. Chucks ! " 

**Tou are right, my dear Mr. Simple: it is your old friend. 
Chucks, the boatswain , whom you now see. I knew you as soon 
as you came up the side, and I was afraid that you would iimiie- 
diately recognise me , «nd I slipped down into the cabin (for which 
apparent rudeness allow me to offer an apology) , that you might 
not eiplain before the officers.*' 

We shook hands heartily, and then he requested me to sit 
down. "But," said I, *' they told me on deck that Hie frigate was 
commanded by a Count Shuct^sen." r 

** That is my present rank , my dear Peter," said be ; '*but as" 
you have no time to lose , I will explain all. I know I can trust to 
your honour. Yon remember that ymi left me, as you and I sup- 
posed, dying in the privateer, ^ with the captain's jacket a«id 
epaulettes on my shoulders. When die boats came out , abd you 
left the vessel , they boarded and found me. I was stilt breathing ; 
and judging of my rank by my coat , they put me into the boat, and 
pushed on shore. The privateer saok very shortly after. I was not 
expected to live, but in a few days a change took place, and I was 
better. They asked me my name , and I gave my own , which' they 
lengthened into Shucksen , somehow or another. I recovered by a. 
miracle , and alh now as wellf^ ever I was in my life. They were 
■not a litde proud of having captured a captain of the British service, 
as they supposed , for they never questloaed me as to my real raolr. 
After some weeks, I was sent home to Denmaric in a ruemng 
vessel; but it so happened, that we met with a gale, and were 
wrecked on the Swedish coast, close to Carlscrona. The Danes 
irere at that time at war, having joined the Russians; and they 
were made prisoners , while I was of course h'berated , and treated 
with great distinction ; but as I could not speak either French or 
thdr own language, I could not get on very well. However, I had 
a handsome allowance , and permission to go to England as soon 
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«s I pleased. The Swodes were then at war wUb the Russians, 
and were fiUiog out Ih^lr fleet; but. Lord bless them ! they dido't 
kuow much about it. I amused myself walking ia the dock-yard, 
and looking at their motions; bolt they had not thirty men in the 
fleet who knew what they were about, and, as for a man 'to set 
them going, there wasn't one. Well, Peter, you know I could 
not be idle, and so by degrees I told one, and then told another — 
for many of the seamen understood English — until they went the 
right way to work; and the captains and officers were very much 
obliged to me. .At last, they all came to me, and if they did not 
understand me entirely, I showed them how to do it with my own 
hands, and the fleet began to make a show with their rigging. The 
admiral who commanded was very much obliged , and I seemed to 
come as regularly to my work as if I was paid for it. At last , the 
admiral came with an English interpreter, and asked me whether 
I was anxious to go back to England , or would I like to join their 
service. »I saw what they wanted , and I replied that J bad neither 
wife nor child in England, and that I liked their country very 
mueh; but I must take time to consider of it , and must also know 
wbat they had to propose. I went home to my lodgings, and , to 
make them more anxious, I did not make my appearance at the 
dock-yard for three or four days, when a letter came from the ad- 
miral, offering me the command of a frigate if I would join their 
service. I replied (for I knew how much they wanted me) , that I 
would prefer an English frigate to a Swedish one, and thai I would 
not consent unless they offered something more ; and then, with 
the express stipulation that I should not take arms against my own 
country. • They then waited for a week , when they offered to make 
me a Count, and give me the command of a frigate. This suited 
me, as you may suppose, Peter; it was the darling wish of my 
heart — I was to be made a gentleman. I consented , and was 
made Count SbttckseD,'aQd had a fine large frigate under my com- 
mand. I then set to work with a will, superintended the fitting 
out of the whole fleet , and showed them wbat an Englishman could 
do. We sailed , and you of course know the brush we had with the 
Hussions, which , I must say, did us no discredit. I was fortunate 
to distinguish myself, for I exchanged several broadsides with a 
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Rttssian two-decked ship , aod came off with honour. When we 
went iDto port I got this ribaDd. I was oat afterwards , aod fell in 
with a Rassiao frigate, and captured her, for which I received this 
other riband. Since that I have been in high favour, and now that 
I speak the languages , I like the people very much. I am often al 
court when I am in harbour; and, Peter, I am married," 

**I wish you joy, count, with all my heart.*' 

'*Yes, and well married too — to a Swedish countess of very 
high family, and I eipect that I have a little boy or girl by this time. 
So you observe , Peter, that 1 am at last a gentleman , and , what 
is more, my children will be noble by two descents. ^ Who would 
have thought that this would have been occasioned by my throwing 
the captain's jacket into the boat instead of my own? And now, 
my dear Mr. Simple , that I have made you my conGdant, I need 
not say,* do not say a word about it to any body. They certainly 
could not do me much harm, but still, they might do me sonft; 
and although I am not' likely to meet any one who may/ecognise 
me in (his uniform and these mustachios , it 's just as well to keep 
the secret , which to you and O'Brien only would I have confided." 

**lly dear count," replied I, **your secret is safe with me, 
and my pleasure is very great. You have come to your title before 
me , at all events, and I sincerely wish you joy, for you have ob- 
tained it honourably ; but , although I would like to talk with you 
for days, I must return on board , for I am now sailing with a very 
unpleasant captain." 

I then, in a few words, stated where O'Brien was; and when 
we parted , I went with him on deck , Count Shucksen taking my 
arm, and introducing me as an old shipmate to his officers. *'I 
hope we may meet again ," said I, *'but I am afraid there is little 
chance.' 

*' Who knows?" replied he; "see what chance has done for 
me. My dear Peter, God bless you ! You are one of the very few 
whom I always loved. God bless you , my boy ! and never forget 
that all I have is at your command if you come. my way." 

I thanked him , and saluting the officers, went down the side. 
As I expected, when I came on board, the captain demanded , in 
an angry tone, why I had stayed so long. I replied, that I was 
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shown down into Count Shnoksen's cabin , and he cont^rsed so 
long, that 1 eoald not get away sooner, as it would not have been 
poiite to have left him before he had finished his questions. I then 
gave a very civU message , and the captain said no more : the very 
name of a great man ahrays silenced him. 

« 

CHAPTER XXI. 

Bad oevs from home , and worse on board -* Notwithstanding his pre- 
vious' trials, Peter forced to prepare for another— Mrs. Trotter again; 
improves as she grows old — Captain Hawkins and his twelve charges. 

No other event of consequence occurred until we joined the 
admiral , who only detained us three hours with the fleet, and then 
sent us home with his despatches. We arrived, after a quiet 
passage , at Portsmouth , where I wrote immediately to my sister 
Ellen, requesting to know the state of my father's health. I waited 
impatiently for an answer, and by return of post received one with 
a black seal. My father had died the day before from a brain 
fever; and Ellen conjured me to obtain leave.of absence, to come 
to her in her state of distress. The captain came on board the next 
morning, and I had a letter ready written on service to the ad- 
miral, stating the circumstances, and requesting leave of ah* 
sence. I presented it to him and entreated him to forward it. At 
any other time I would not have condescended : but the thoughts 
of my poor sister, unprotected and alone, with my father lying 
dead in the house , made me humble and submissive. Captain 
Hawkins read the letter, and very coolly replied, **that it was 
very easy to say that my father was dead , but he required proofs." 
Even this insult did not affect me; I put my sister's letter in 
his hand — he read it, and as he returned it to me, he smiled 
maliciously. **It is impossible for me to forward your letter, 
Mr. Simple , as I have one to deliver to you." 

He put a large folio packet into my hand , and went below. 
t opened it: it was a copy of a letter demanding a courtr-martial 
upon me , with a long list of the charges preferred by him. I was 
stupified, not so inuch at bis asking for a court-martial, but at 
the conviction of the impossibility of my now being able to go to 
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the assistance of my poor sister. I went down into the gon-room 
and threw myself od a chair, at the same time tossiog Uie letter 
to Thompson , the master. He read it over carefully , and folded 
it op. \ 

''Upon my word, Simple, I, do not see that you have iMich to 
fear. These charges are yery frivolous.'* 

''No, no, that I care little about; but it i^ my poor sister. 
I had written for leave of absence, and now she is left and must 
be left, God knows how long, in such distressing circumstances." 

Thompson looked grave. ' ' I bad forgotten your father's death. 
Simple : it is indeed cruel. I would offer to go myself, but you 
will want my evidence- at the court-martial, it can't be helped. 
Write to your sister, and keep up her spirits. Tell her why yon 
cannot come , and 4hat it will all end well." 

I did so ; and went early tp bed , for I was really ill. The next 
momtng, the official letter from the port-admiral came off, ac- 
quainting me that a court-martial had been ordered upon me, and 
that it would take place that day week. I immediately resigned tho 
command to the second lieutenant, and commenced an examina- 
tion into the charges preferred. They were very numerous , and 
dated back almost to the very day that he had joined the ship. 
There were twelve in aH. I shall not trouble the reader with the 
whole of them, as many were very frivolous. The principal charges 
were — 

1. For mutinous and disrespectful conduct to Captain Haw- 
kins , on (such a date) , having in a conversation with an inferior 
officer on the quarter-deck stated that Captain Hawkins was a spy, 
and had spies in the ship. 

H, For neglect of duty , in disobeying the orders of Captain 
Hawkins , on ^he night of the — df — . 

3. For having, on the — of ^, sent away two boats from the 
ship , in direct opposition to the orders of Captain Hawkins. 

4. For having again, on the morning of the — of — , held 
mutinous and disrespectful conversation relative to Captain Haw- 
kins with the gnnner of the ship , allowing the latter to accuse 
Captain Hawkins of cowardice , without reporting the same. 
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5. For iasnlting expresflioBs eo the faarter-d«ek to CapUift 
Hawkins on his rejokiiog the brig on the morniag of the — of - • 

6* For not caosing the orders of Captaiii Hawkins to be put ia 
force on several occasimis, d;c. drc. Sec, 

And farther, as Captain Hawkins' testimony was necessary 
in two of the charges, the King, on those charges ^ was the 
prosecutor. 

Although most of these charges were frivolous, yet I at once 
perceived my danger^ Some of them were dated back many 
months, to the time before our ship's company had been changed; 
and I could not find the necessary witnesses. Indeed, in all but 
the recent charges, not expecting to be called to a courtr-martial, 
I had serious diflSculties to contend with. But the most serious 
was the first charge, which I knew not how to get over. Swin- 
burne had most decidedly referred to the captain , when he talked 
of spy captains ; and to call him as evidence , would hurt him. 
However, with the assistance of Thompson, I made the best de- 
fence I could, ready for my trial. 

Two days before my court-martial, I received a letter from 
Ellen , who appeared m a state of distraction from this accumula- 
tion of misfortune. She told me that my father was to be buried 
the next day , and that the new rector had written to her , to know 
when it would be convenient for the vicarage to be given up. That 
my Cither's bills had been sent in, and amounted to twelve 
hundred pounds already ; and that she knew not the extent of the 
whole claims. There appeared to be nothing left but the furniture 
of the house ; and she wanted to know whether the debts were to 
be paid with the money I had left in the funds for her use. I wrote 
immediately, requesting her to liquidate every claim, as far as 
my money went; sending her an order upon my agent to draw for 
the whole amount , and a power of attorney to him, tp sell out the 
stock. 

I had just sealed the letter, when Mrs. Trotter, who had attended 
the ship since our return to Portsmottth, begged to speak with 
me, and walked in after her message, wiUioDt waiting for an an- 
swer. ''My dear Mr. Simple," saidshe, ''I know all that is going 
on , and I find that you have no lawyer to assist you. Now I knov 
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Aat it is necessary, and will rery prolMbly be ofgreat service in 
your defence <— for when people are in distress and anxiety , they 
have not their wits abont them ; so I have brought a friend of mine 
firomPortsea, a very clever man, who, for my sake, will undertake 
your 'cause ; and I hope you will not refuse him. Ton recollect 
giving me a dozen pairs of stockings. I did not refuse them , nor 
shall you refuse me now. I always said to Mr. Trotter , ' Go to a 
lawyer; ' and if he had taken my advice he would have done well. 
I recollect when a hackney-coachman smaified the panel of our 
carriage--* Trotter,' says I, 'go to a lawyer;' and he very po- 
litely answered , *Go to the d^vil!' But what was the conse- 
quence! — he 's dead and I 'm bumming. Now, Mr. Simple, 
will you oblige me? — it 's all free gratis for nothing — not for 
nothing , for it 's for my sake. You see , Mr. Simple , I have ad- 
mirers yet," concluded she, sdiiling. 

Mrs. Trotter's advice was good ; and although I would not listen 
to receiving his services gratuitously, I agreed to employ him ; and 
very useful did he prove against such charges , and such a man as 
€aptain Hawkins. Became on board tliat afternoon, carefully 
examined into all the documents , and the witnesses whom I could 
bring forward, showed me the weak side of my defence , and took 
the papers on shore with him. Every day he came on board , to 
collect fresh evidence , and examine into my case. 

At last the day arrived. I dressed myself in my best uniform . 
The gun Gred from the admiral's ship , with the signal for a court- 
martial at nine o'clock; and I went on board, in a boat, with all 
the witnesses. On my arrival , I was put under the custody of the 
provost-martial. The captains ordered to attend pulled alongside 
one after another, and were received by a party of marines, pre- 
senting their arms. 

At half-past nine, the court was all assembled, and I was 
ushered in. Court-martials are open courts, although no one is per- 
mitted to print the evidence. At the head of the long table was the 
admiral, as president; on his right hand, standing, was Captain 
Hawkins , as prosecutor. On each side of the table were six cap- 
tains, sitting near to the admiral, according to their seniority. At 
the bottom, facing the admiral, was the judge-advocate, on whose 
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Mi hand I stood, as prisoner. The witnesses called in to be exa- 
mined , were stationed on his right ; and behind him, by the indol- 
Hence of the court, was a small table , at which sat my legal advi- 
ser, so close as to be able to communicate with me. 

The court were all sworn « and then took their seats. Staun- 
eheoos , with ropes covered wi|h green baize , passed along, were 
behind the chairs of the captains who c(>mposed the court, so that 
they might not be crowded^ipon by those who came in to listen to 
what passed. 

The charges were then read , as well as the letters to and from 
the admiral , by which the court-martial was demanded and grant- 
ed; and then Captain Hawkins was desired to open his prosecu- 
tion. He commenced with observing his great regret that he had 
been forced to a measure so repugnant to his feelings ; his frequent 
cautions to me, and the indifference with which I treated them: 
and, after a preamble, composed of every falsity that could be de- 
vised, he commenced with the first charge ;, and stating himself to 
be the witness , gave bis evidence. When it was finished , I was 
asked if I had any questions to put. By the advice of my lawyer, I 
replied, ''No." The president then asked the captains, compo- 
sing the court-martial, commencing according to their seniority, 
whether they wished to ask any questions. 

yi wish," said the second captain who was addressed, **to 
ask Captain Hawkins, whether, when he came on deck, became 
up in the usual way in which a captain of a man-of-war comes on 
his quarter-deck ; or whether he slipped up without noise?" 

Captain Hawkins declared that he came up as he tuually did* 
This was true enough , for he invariably came up by stealth. 

"Pray, Captain Hawkins, as you have repeated a good deal of 
conversation which passed between the first lieutenant and the 
gunner, may I ask you how long you were by their side without 
their perceiving you?" . i:.- .• 

"ATery short lime," was theanswer.' ' ' . ^• 

«*Bat, Captain Hai^A^, do ycfaodt think, allowing tbaf yon 
came op on deck:ki'your tutial way, a> yos term \U U>at yau would 
have done better, to have hemmed or baweii, so as to let yoiir of- 
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ficers know t!iat yon were present? I should be very sorry to hear 
all that might be said of me in my supposed absence." 

To this observation , Captain Hawlcins replied , that he was so 
astonished at the conversation , that he was quite breathless , ha- 
ving, ttUthen, had the highest opinion of me. 

No more questions were asked , and they proceeded to the se- 
cond charge. This was a very trifling one — for lighting a stove, 
contrary to orders. The evidence brOught forward was the ser- 
geant of marines. When his evidence in favour of the charge bad 
been given, I was asked by the president, if I bad any questions to 
put to the witness. I put the fi>ilowing : — 

*'IHd you repeat to Captain Hawkins that I had ordered tbe 
stovetobeligbtefl?" 

**Idid." 

' * Are you not in the custom of reporting, direct to the captain, 
any negligence, or disobedience of orders, you may witness in the 
ship?" 

"lam." 

* *])id you ever report any thing of the sort to me , as first lieu- 
tenant , or do you always report direct to the captain.** 

" I always report direct to the captain." 

**By the captain's orders?" 

"Yes." 

The following questions were then put by some of the members 
of the court : — 

" You have served in other ships before?" 

'*Yes." 

"Did you ever^ sailing with other captains, receive an order 
from them , to report direct to them , and not through the first 
lieutenant?" 

''The witness here prevaricated. 

"Answer directly, yes or no." 

"No." 

The third charge was then brought forward -- for sending away 
boats contrary to erpress orders. This was substantiated by Cap^ 
tain Hawkins' own e\idefice, tbe order having been verbal* By the 
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advice of my conifsel, I put no questions to Captain Hawkins; 
neither did Ibe court. 

The fourth charge — that of holding mutinous conversation 
with the gunner, and allowing him to accuse the captain of unwill- 
ingness to engage the enemy ^- was then again substantiated by 
Captain Hawkins , as the only witness. I again left my reply for 
my defence; and one only, question was put by one of the mem* 
bers , which was , to inquire of Captain Hawkins , as he appeared 
peculiarly unfortunate in overheacing conversations , whether he 
walked up as usual to the taffrail , or whether he crept up. 

Captain' Hawkins gave the same answer as before. 

The fifth charge — for fnsulliDg eipressioos to Captain Haw- 
kins , on my rejoining, the brig at Carfscrona , was then brought 
forward; and the sergeant of marines and one of the seamen ap- 
peared as witnesses. This charge excited fi great deal of amuse- 
ment. In the cross-examination by the members of the court. 
Captain Hanitins was asked what he meant by the expression, 
when disposing of the clothes of an oflScer who was klHed in 
action , that the men appeared to think that his trowsers would in- 
stil fear. • 

**f(othing more upon my honour. Sir/' replied .Captain Haw- 
kins, .''than an implication that they were alarmed, lest they 
should be haunted by his ghost." 

**Tben^ of course, Mr. Sample meant the same in his reply,** 
observed the captain sarcastically. 

The remainder of the charges were then brought forward; but 
they were oMittle consequence. The witnesses were chiefly the ser- 
geant of marines, and Che spy-glass of Captain Hawkins, who had 
been wateWng me from the shore. 

It was late in tbcLaftemoon before they were all gone through; 
and the president llMn adjourned the court, that I might bring 
forward my own witnesses, in my defence , on the following day; 
and I returned on board the Rattlesnake. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

A good defence noi aiways good against a bad accosation <— Peter wins 
the hearts of his Judges, yet loses his cause, and is dismissed his ship. 

The next day I commenced my defence : I preferred calling my 
.own witnesses 6rst, and, by the adrice of my counsel , and at the 
requestof Swinburne, I called him. I pnt the following ques- 
tions : — 

**When we were talking .on the quarter-deck, was it fine 
weather?" 

•*Yes, it was." 

**Do you think that you might have heard any one coming on 
deck, in the usual way, up the companloQ ladder?" 

** Sure of it." 

*'Do you mean, then, to imply that Captain Hawkins came up 
stealthUy?" 

**I have an idea be pounced upon us, as a cat does on a 
mouse.** 

*^What were the expressions made use of?" 

*' I said that a spy captain would always find spy followers." 

*'In that remark, were you and Mr. Simple referring to your 
own captain." 

'*The remark was mine: wha.t Mr* Simple was thinking of I 
can't tell; but I did refer to the captain , apd be has proved' that I 
was right." 

Thl^ bold answer of Swinburne's rather astonished the court, 
who comnienced cross-questionmg him ; but he kept to his origi- 
nal assertion — that I had only answered generally. 

To repel the second charge , I produced no witnesses. But to 
the third charge I brought forward three witpesses, to prove that 
Captain Hawkins' orders were, that I shoidd send no boats on 
shore — not that I should not send them on board of the Inen-ofr* 
war dose to us. 

In answer to the fourth chafge, I called Swinburne, who stated 
that if I did not, he would come forward. Swinburne acknow- 
ledged that he accused the captain of being shy, and that I repri- 
manded him for so doing. 
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'*Did he say that he would report you?" ioqyired one of the 
captains. — *'No, Sir /'.replied Swinburne, "'cause he never 
meant to do it." 

This was an unfortunate answer. 

To the fifth charge, I brought several witnesses |o prove the 
words of Captain Hawkins, and the sense in which they were taken 
by the ship's company, and the men calling out ^* Shame ! " when 
he used the expression. 

To refute the other charges I called one or two witnesses , and 
the court then adjourned , inquiring of me when I would be ready 
to commence my defence. I requested a day to prepare, which 
was readily granted; and the ensuing day the court did not sit. I 
hardly need say that I was busily employed , arranging my defence 
with my counsel. At last all was done , and I went to bed tired 
and unhappy; but I slept soundly, which could not be said of my 
counsel, for he went on shore at eleven o'clock, and sat up all 
night, arranging and making a fiiir copy. 

After all, the fairest courtnif justice is a lyvM court-martial — 
no brow-beating of witnesses , an evident inclination towards the 
prisoner — every allowance and every favour granted him , and no 
legal quibbles attended to. It is a court of equity , with very few 
exceptions; and th^ humbler the individual, the greater the chance 
in his favour. 

I was awoke the following morning by my counsel, who had 
not gone to bed ihe previous night , and who. had come off at seven 
o'clock to read over with me my defence. At nine o'clock I again 
proceeded on board , and , in a short lime , the court was sitting. 
I came in , handed my defence to the judge-advocate , who read it 
aloud to th» court. 1 have a cop^ still by me, and will give the 
whole of it to the reader. 

* ^ Bfr. President and Gentlemen^, 
*' After nearly fourteen years' service in his Majesty's navy, 
during which I have been twice made prisoner, twice wounded, 
and once wrecked : and , as I trust I shall prove to you, by certi- 
ficates and the public despatches , I have done my duty with zeal 
and honour — 1 now find myself in a situation in which I never 
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expected to be placed — that of being arraigQed before and brought 
to a court-martial for charges of mutiny , disaffection , and dis- 
respect towards my superior officer. If the (lonourable court iHU 
examine the certificates^ I am about to produce , they will find that, 
until I sailed with Captain Hawkins, my conduct has always been 
supposed to have been diametrically opposite to that which is now 
imputed to me. I have always been diligent and obedient to com- 
mand ; and I have only to re^et that the captains , with whom I 
have had the honour to sail, are not now present to corroborate, 
by their oral evidence, the truth of these documents. Allow me, 
in the first place, to point out to the court, that the charges against 
me are spread over a large space of time , amounting to nearly 
eighteen months, during the whole of which period, Captain 
Hawkins never stated to me that it was his intention to try me by a 
court-martial; and, although repeatedly in the presence of a 
senior officer, has never preferred any charge against me. The 
articles of war state expressly, that if any officer, soldier or marine, 
has any complainCto make , he is to do so upon his arrival at any 
port or fleet , where ne may fall in with a superior officer. I admit 
that this article of war refers to complaints to be made by inferiors 
against superiors ; but, at the same time, I venture to submit to 
the honourable court , that a superior is eqiiaUy bound to prefer a 
charge , or to give notice that that charge will be preferred , on the 
first seasonable opportunity , instead of lulling the offender into 
security , and disarming him in his defence , by allowing the time 
to run on so long as to rdtader him incapable of bringing forward 
his witnesses. I take the liberty of calling this to your attention, 
and shall now proceed to answer the charges which have been 
brought against me. * 

**I am accused of having held a conversation with an inferior 
officer on the quarter-deck of his Majesty's brig Rattlesnake , iu 
which my captain was treated with contempt. That it may not be 
supposed that Mr. Swinburne was a new acquaintance, made upon 
my joining the brig, I must observe , that he was an old shipmate, 
with whom I had served maay yfears , and with whose worth I was 
well acquainted. He was my instructor in my more youthful days, 
and has been rewarded for his merit, with tLe warrant which he 
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now holds as gnnner of his Majesty's brig Rattlesnake. Tlie offen- 
sive observation, in the first place, was not mine; and, In the 
second , it was couched in general terms. Here Hr. Swinburne 
has pointedly confessed that he did refer to the capUdn , although 
the observation was in the plural; but that does not prove the 
charge against me — on the contrary, adids weight to the assertion 
<^Mr. Smnburne* that I was guiltless of the present charge. That 
Captain Hawkins has acted as a spy , his own evidence on this 
charge, as well as that brought forward by other witnesses, will 
decidedly prove; but as the truth of the observation does not war- 
rant its utterance, 1 am glad that no such expression escaped my 
lips. 

" Upon the second charge I shall dwell but a short time. It is 
true that there is a general or^er that no stoves shall be alight after 
a certain honr; buti will appeal to the honourable court, whether 
a first lieutenant is not considered to have a degree of licence of 
judgment in all that concerns the interior discipline of the ship. 
The surgeon sent to say that a stove was required for one of the 
sick, I was in bed at the time , and replied immediately in the 
affirmative. Does Captain Hawkins mean to assert to the honour- 
able court, that he would have refused the request of the surgeon? 
Most certainly not. The only error I committed , if it were an 
error, was not going through the form of awaking Captain Hawkins, 
to ask the permission, which, as first lieutenant, I thought myself 
authorized to give. 

'*The charge against me , of having sent away two boats, con- 
trary to his order, I have already disproved by witnesses. The 
order of Captain Hawkins was, not to communicate with the shore. 
My reasons for sending away the boats — " (Here Captain Hawkins 
interposed, and stated to the president that my reasons were not 
necessary to "be received. The court was cleared, and, on our 
return , the court had decided , that my reasons ought to be given, 
and I continued.) * * My reasons for sending away these boats , or 
rather it was one boat which was despatched to the two frigates , if 
I remember well, were, that the brig was in a state of mutiny. 
The captain had tied up one of the men, and the ship's company 
refused to be flogged. Captain Hawkins then went on shore to 
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the admiral, to report the situation of his ship , and I conceiyed it 
my duty to make it known to the men-of-war anchored close to us. 
I shall not entor into further particulars , as they will only detain 
ihe honourable court ; and I am aware that this court-martial is 
held upon my conduct, and not upon that of Captain Hawkins* 
To the charge of again holding disrespectful language on the quar- 
ter-deck, as overheard by Captain Hawkins, I must refer the 
honourable court to the evidence , in which it is plainly proved that 
the remarks upon him were not mine, but those of Mr. Swinburne, 
and that I remonstrated with Mr. Swinburne for using such un- 
guarded expressions. The only point of difficulty is, whether it 
was not my duty to have reported such language. I reply, that 
there is no proof that I did not intend to report it ; but the presence 
of Captain Hawkins, who heard what was said, rendered such 
report unnecessary. 

** On the fifth charge, I must beg that the court will be pleased 
to consider that some allowance ought to be made for a moment of 
irritation. My character was traduced by Captain Hawkins, 
supposing that I was dead; so much so, that even the ship's 
cobipany cried out shame, I am aware , that no language of a 
superior officer can warrant a retort from an inferior; but, as what 
I intended to imply by that language is not yet known , although 
Captain Hawkins has given an explanation to his, I shall merely 
say, that I meant no more by my insinuations, than Captain 
Hawkins did at the time by those which he made use of with respect 
to me. 

''Upon the other trifling charges brought forward, I lay no 
stress , as I consider them fully refuted by the evidence which has 
been already adduced ; and I shall merely observe, that, for rea- 
sons best known to himself, I have been met with a most decided 
hostility on the part of Captain Hawkins, from the time that he first 
joined the ship ; that, on every occasion, he has used all his efforts 
to render me uncomfortable, and embroil me with others; that, 
not content with narrowly watching my conduct on board , he has 
resorted to his spy-glass from the shore; and, instead of assisting 
me in the execution of a duty sufficiently arduous, he has thrown 
every obstacle in my way, placed inferior officers as spies over mj 
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condact, and made me feel so humiliated in the presence of the 
ship's company, over vhich I liave had to superintend, and in the 
disciplining of which I had a right to look to him for support, that, 
were it not that some odium would necessarily be attached to the 
sentence, I should feel it as one of the happiest events of my life 
that I were dismissed from the situation which I now hold under his 
command. I now beg that the honourable court will allow the do- 
cuments I lay upon the table to be read in support of my character." 
When this was over, the court was cleared, that they might 
decide upon the sentence. I waited about half an hour in the 
greatest anxiety, when I was again summoned to attend. The 
usual forms of reading the papers were gone through , and then 
came the sentence, which was read by the president, he and the 
whole court standing up with their cocked hats on their heads. 
After the preamble, it concluded with saying, '*that it was the 
opinion of that court that the charges had been partly proved, and 
therefore , that Lieutenant Peter Simple was dismissed his ship ; 
but, in consideration of his good character and services, his case 
was strongly recommended to the consideration of the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

Peter looks upon liis loss as something gained — Goes on board the Rat- 
tlesnake to pack up, and is ordered to pack off ~ Polite leave-taking 
between relations — Mrs. Trotter better and better — Goes to Loiidon, 
and afterwards falls into all manner of misfortunes by the hands of 
robbers , and of his own uncle. 

I HARDLY knew whether I felt glad or sorry at this sentence. 
On the one hand, it was almost a death-blow to my future advance- 
ment or employment in the service; on the other, the recommen- 
dation very much softened down the sentence, and I was quite 
happy to be quit of Captain Hawkins, and free to hasten to my poor 
sister. I bowed respectfully to the court , which immediately ad- 
journed. Captain Hawkins followed the captains on the quarter- 
deck , but none of them would speak to him — so much to his dis- 
advantage had come out during the trial. 

About ten minutes afterwards , one of the elder captains com- 
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posing the court called me into the cabin. «]fr. Simple/' said 
he, "we are all very sorry for you. Our sentence could not be 
more lenient, under the circumstances : it was that conversation 
with the gunner at the taffrail which floored you. It must be a 
warning to you to be more careful in future , how you permit any 
one to spealL of the conduct of your superiors on the quarter-deck. 
I am desired by the president to let you l&now , that it is onr inten- 
tion to express ourselves very strongly to the admiral in your be- 
half; so much so, that ifanotber captain applies for you, you will 
have no difficulty in being appointed to a ship; and as for leaving 
your present ship , under any other chrcumstauces , I should con- 
sider it a matter of congratulation." 

I returned my sincere thanlLs, and soon afterwards quitted the 
guard-ship , and went on board of the brig to pack up my clothes, 
and take leave of my messmates. On ray arrival , I found that 
Captain Hawkins had preceded me, and he was on deck when I 
came up the side. I hastened down into the gun-room , where I 
received the condolements of my messmates. 

'* Simple, I wish you joy ,*' cried Thompson, loud enough for 
the captain to hear on deck. '*I wish I had your luck; I wish 
somebody would try me by a court-martial." 

*' As it has turned out," replied I, in a loud voice , " and after 
the communication made to me by the captains composing the 
court, of what they intend to say to the Admiralty, I agree with 
you, ThompsoQ , that it is a very kind act on. the part of Captain 
Hawkins , and I feel quite grateful to them." 

''Steward, come — glasses," cried Thompson , **andletas 
drink success to Mr. Simple." 

All this was very annoying to Captain Hawkins, who overheard 
every word. When our glasses were Glled — ' * Simple, your good 
health, and may I meet with as good a messmate," said Thompson. 

At this moment, the sergeant of marines put his head in at the 
gun-room door, and said, in a most insolent tone , that I was to 
leave the ship immediately. I was so irritated, that I threw my 
glass of grog in his face , and he ran up to the captain to make the 
complaint: but I did not belong to the ship , and even if I had, I 
would have resented such impertinence. 
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Captaia Hawkins was in a great rage , and I beliere wonld hare 
written for another court-martial , but he had had enough of them. 
He inquired very particularly of the sergeant whether he had told 
me that I was to leave the ship directly , or whether, that Gaptain 
Hawkins desired that I should leave the ship immediately ; a&d 
finding that he had not given the latter message, (which I waa 
aware of, for had he given it , I dare not have acted as I did ,) he 
then sent down again hy one of the midshipmen , desiring me to 
leave the ship immediately. My reply was, that I should certainly 
obey his orders wixh the greatest pleasure. I hastened to pack up 
my clothes, reportedmyself ready to the second-lieutenant, who 
went up fof permission to man a boat, which was refused by Cap- 
tain Hawkins , who said I might go on shore in a shore-boat. I 
called one alongside, shook hands with all my messmates, and 
when I arrived on the quarter-deck, with Swinburne , and some 
of the best men, who came forward, Captain Hawkins stood by 
the binnacle , bursting with rage. As I went over the planeshear, 
I took my hat off to him, and wished him good morning very re- 
spectfully, adding, *'If you have any commands for my imcle^ 
Captain Hawkins , I shall be glad to execute them." 

This observation, which showed him that I knew the connexion 
and correspondence between them , made him gasp with emotion 
"Leave the ship, Sir, or by God I '11 put you in irons for nuitiny, 
cried he. I again took off my hat, and went down the side, and 
shoved off. 

As soon'as I was a few yards distant, the men jumped on the 
carronades and cheered , and I perceived Captain Hawkins order 
them down , and before I was a cable's length from her , the pipe 
'* All hands to punishment;" so I presume some of the poor fel- 
lows suffered for their insubordination in showing their good-wilL 
I acknowledge that I might have left the Ship in a more dignified 
manner, and that my conduct was not altogether correct; but 
still, I state what I really did do, and some allowance must be 
made for my feelings. This is certain , that my conduct after the 
court-martial was more deserving of punishment than that for 
wjbich I had been tried : but I was in a state of feverish excitement, 
end hardly knew what I did. 
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When I arrived at Sally Port, I had my effects wheeled up to 
the Blue Posts, and packing up those vhicb I most required, I 
threw off my uniform, and was ooee more a gentleman at large. 
I took my place in the mail for that evening, sent a letter of ihanks^ 
with a few bank notes, to my counsel, and then sat down and 
wrote a long letter to O'Brien , acquainting him with the events 
which had taken place. 

I had just finished , and sealed it up, when in came Mrs. Trot- 
ter. ** O my dear Mr. Simple ! I 'm so sorry; and I have come to 
console you. There 's nothing like women when men are in afflic- 
tion, as poor Trotter used to say, as he laid his head in my lap. 
When do you go to town?" 

** This evening, Mrs. Trotter." 
"I hope I am to continue to attend the ship?" 
'*I hope so too, 'Mrs. Trotter; I have no doubt but you will." 
'*Now, Mr. Simple, how are you off for money? Do you 
want a little? Tou can pay me by-and-by. Don't be afraid ; I 'm 
not quite so poor as I was when you came down to mess with 
Trotter and me , and when you gave me a dozen pairs of stockings. 
I know what it is to want money , and what it is to want friends." 

** Many thanks to you, Mrs. Trotter," replied I; "but I have 
sufficient to take me home , and then I caii obtain more." 

*' Well , I 'm glad of it, but it was offered in earnest. Good- 
bye, God bless you! Come^ Mr. Simple, give me a kiss; it 
won't be the first time." 

I kissed her, for I felt grateful for her kindness; and with a 
little smirking and ogling she quitted the room. I could not help 
thinking, after she was gone, how little we know the hearts of 
others. If I had been asked if Mrs. Trotter was a person to have 
done a generous action, from what I had seen of her in adversity, 
I should have decidedly said , No. Yet in this offer she was dis- 
interested, for she knew the service well enough to be aware that 
I had little chance of being a first lieutenant again , and of being of 
service to her. And how often does it also occur, that those who 
ought, from gratitude or long friendship , to do all they-can to as- 
sist you, turn from you in your necessity, and prove false and 
treacherous! It is God alone who knows our hearts. I sent my 
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letter to O'Brien to the admiral's oiSce, sat down to a dinner vhfcli 
I could not taste , and at seven o'clock got into the mail. I was 
very ill; I bad a burning fever and a dreadful headache, but 1 
thought only of my sister. 

When I arrived in town I was much worse , but did not wait 
more than an hour. I took my place in a coach which did not go 
to the town near which we resided ; for I had inquired and found 
that coach was full, and I did not choose to wait another day. 
The coach in which I took my place went within forty miles of the 
vicarage, and I intended to post across the country. The next 
evening I arrived at the point of separation , and taking out my 
portmanteau , ordered a chaise , and set olf for what had once bees 
my home. I could hardly hold my head up , I was so ill , and I 
lay in a comer of the chaise in a sort of dream , kept from sleeping 
from intense pain in the forehead and temples. 

It was about nine o'clock at night, when we were in a dreadful 
jolting road , the shocks proceeding from which gave me agonizing 
pain , that tfie chaise was stopped by two men , who dragged me 
out on the grass. One stood over me, while the other rifled the 
chaise. The post-boy, who appeared a party to the transaction, 
remained quietly on his horse, and as soon as thcy-had taken my 
effects , turned round and drove off. They then rifled my person, 
taking away every thing that I had , leaving me nothing but my 
trowsers and shirt. After a short consultation, they ordered me 
to walk on in the direction in which we had been proceeding in the 
chaise , and to hasten as fast as I could , or they would blow my 
brains out. I complied with their request, thinking myself for- 
tunate to have escaped so well. I knew that I was still thirty miles 
at least from the vicarage; but ill as I was , I hoped to be able to 
reach if on foot. I walked during the remainder of the night, but 
I got on but slowly. I reeled from one side of^he road to the other, 
and occasionally sat down to rest. Morning dawned , and I per- 
ceived habitations not far from me. I staggered on in my course. 

The fever now raged in me, my head was splitting with agony, 
and I tottered to a bank near a small neat cottage, on the side of 
the road. I have a faint recollection of some one coming to m« 
and takiqg my hand , but nothing further; and it was not till many 
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nooths afterwards, thai I became acquainted with the eircaiB- 
atances which I dow relate. It appears that the owner of the cot* 
tage was a half-pay lieutenant in the army, who had sold out on 
account of his wounds. I was humanely taken into his house, 
laid on a bed, and a surgeon requested to come to me immediatelj. 
I had now lost all recollection , and who I was they could not as-- 
certain. My pockets were empty , and it was only by the mark ob 
my linen that they found that my name was Simple. For three 
weeks I remained in a state of alternate stupor and delirium. 
"When the latter came on, I raved of Lord Privilege, O'Brien, 
and Celeste. Mr. Selwin, the officer who had so kindly assisted 
me , knew that Simple was the patronymic name of Lord Privilege, 
and he immediately wrpte to his lordship, stating that a young 
man of the aame of Simple , who , in his delirium called upon him 
and Captain O'Brien , was lying in a most dangerous state in his 
house, and, that as he presumed I was a relative of his lordship's, 
he had deemed it right to apprize him of the fact. 

My uncle , who knew that it must be me , though this too fa- 
vourable an opportunity, provided I should live, not to have me 
in his power. He wrote to say that he would be there in a day or 
two ; at the same time thanking Mr. Selwin for his kind attention 
to his poor nephew, and requesting that no expense. might be 
spared* When my uncle arrived , which he did in his own chanot, 
the crisis of the fever was over; but I was still in a state of stupor 
arising from extreme debility. He thanked Mr. Selwin for his at- 
tention , which he said he was afraid was of little avail , as I was 
every year becoming more deranged ; and he expressed his fears 
that it would terminate in chronic lunacy. ** His poor fiither died 
in the same state," continued my uncle , passing his hand across 
his eyes , as if much affected. '* I have brought my physician with 
me, to see if he can be moved. I shall not be satisfied unless I 
am with him night and day." 

The physician (who was my uncle's valet) took me by the hand, 
felt my pulse, examined my eyes, and pronounced that it would 
be very easy to move me, and that I should recover sooner ins 
more airy room. Of course, Mr. Selwin raised no objections, 
putting down all to my uncle's regard for me; and my clothes were 
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put on me , as I lay in a state of insensibility , and I was lifted into 
the chariot. It is most wonderful that I did not die from being 
thus taken out of my bed in such a state, but it pleased Heaven 
that it should be otherwise. Had such an event taken place , it 
would probably have pleased my uncle much better than my sur- 
viving. When I was io the carriage , supported by the pseudo- 
physician , my uncle again thanked Mr. Selwin , begged that he 
would command his interest, wrote a handsome check for the 
surgeon wh^ad attended me, and getting into the carriage, drove 
off with me still in a state of insensibility — that is, I was not so 
insensible , but I think I felt I had been removed , and I heard the 
rattling of the wheels ; but my mind was so uncollected , and I 
was in a state of such weakness* that I could not feel assured of it 
for a minute. 

For some days afterwards, for I recollect nothing about the 
journey, I found myself in bed in a darit room, and my arms 
confined. I recalled my senses, and by degrees was able to re- 
collect all that had occurred , until I laid down by the roadside. 
Wbere was I? The room was dark, I could distinguish nothing; 
that I had attempted to do myself some injury, I took for granted, 
or my arms would not have been secured. I had been in a fever 
and delirious, I supposed, and had now recovered. 

I had been in a reverie for more than an hour, wondering whj 
1 was left alone , when the door of the apartment opened. '* Who 
is there?" inquired I. 

**Oh! you 've come 40 yourself again," said a gruff voice; 
*< then I '11 give you a little daylight." 

He took down a shutter which covered the whole of the window, 
and a flood of light poured in , which blinded me. I shut my eyes, 
and by degrees admitted the light until I could bear it. I looked 
at the apartment: the walls were bare and while-washed. I was 
on a truckle-bed. I looked at the window — it was closed up with 
iron bars. — Why, where am If" inquired I of the man, with 
alarm. 

Where are yoa?" replied he; *'why, in Bedlam!" 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

As O'Brien said , it 's a long lane that has no turning — I am rescued, 
and happiness pours in upon me as fast as misery before over- 
whelmed me. 

The shock was too great — I fell back on my pillow insensible. 
How long I lay, I know not, but when I recovered, the keeper 
was gone , and I found a jug of water and some bread by the side 
of the bed. I drank the water, and the effect it had upon me was 
surprising. I felt that I could get up , and I rose : my arms had 
been unpinioned during my swoon. I got on my feet, and stag- 
gered to the window. I looked out, saw the bright sun , thepas- 
sers-by, the houses opposite — all looked cheerful and gay , but 
I was -a prisoner in a madhouse. Had I been mad? I reflected, 
and supposed that I had been , and had been confined by those 
who knew nothing of me. It never came into my head that my 
uncle had been a party to it. I threw myself on the bed , and re- 
lieved myself with tears. 

It was about noon that the medical people , attended by the 
keepers and others, came into my apartment. 

*'Is he quite quiet?" 

''0 Lord! yes. Sir, as quiet as a lamb," replied the man 
who had before entered. 

I then spoke to the medical gentleman begging him to tell why, 
and how , I had been brought here. He answered mildly and 
soothingly, saying, that I was there al the wish of my friends, 
and that every care would be taken of me; that h^ was aware that 
my paroxysms were only occasional, and that, during the time 
that I was quiet, I should have every indulgence that could be 
granted, and that he hoped that I soon should be perfectly well, 
and be permitted to leave the hospital. I replied by stating who I 
was, and how I had been taken Ul. The doctor shook bis head, 
advised me to lie down as much as possible , and then quitted me 
to visit the other patients. 

As I afterwards discovered, my uqcle had had me confined upoo 
the plea that I was a young man, who was deranged with an idea 
that his name was Simple , and that he was the heir to the title and 
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estates; that I was very troublesome at times, forcing my way ioto 
his house and insulting the servants, bnt in every other respect was 
harmless ; that my paroxysms generally ended in a violent fever, 
and that it was more from the fear of my coming to some harm, 
than from any ill-will towards the poor youog man , that he wished 
me to remain in the hospital, and be taken care of. 

The reader may at once perceive the art of this communication : 
I, having no idea why I was conGned , would of course continue to 
style myself by my true name; and as long as I did this, so long 
would I be considered in a deranged state. The reader must not 
therefore be surprised when I tell him , that I remained in Bedlam 
for one year and eight months. The doctor called upon me for two 
or three days, and finding me quiet, ordered me to be allowed 
books, paper, and ink, to amuse myself; but every attempt at ex- 
planation was certain to be the signal for him to leave my apartment. 
I found, therefore, not only by him, but from the keeper, who paid 
no attention to any thing I said, that I had no chance of being 
listened to, or of obtainiog my release. 

After the first month , the doctor came to me no more : I was a 
quiet patient, and he received the report of the keeper. I was sent 
there with every necessary document to prove that I was mad; and, 
although a very little may establish a case of lunacy, it requires 
something very strong indeed , to prove that you are in your right 
senses. In Bedlam I found it impossible. At the same time I was 
well treated, was allowed all necessary comforts, and such amuse- 
ment as could be obtained from books , il^c. I had no reason to 
complain of the keeper — except that he was too much employed 
to waste his time in listening to what he did not believe. I wrote 
several letters to my sister and to O'Brien during the. first two or 
three months, and requested the keeper to put them in the post. 
This he promised to do, never refusing to take the letters ; but, as 
I afterwards found out, they were invariably destroyed. Yet I still 
bore up with the hopes of release for some time ; but the anxiety 
relative to my sister , When I thought of her situation, my thoughts 
of Celeste and of O'Brien, sometimes quite overcame me; then, 
indeed, I would almost become frantic, and the keeper would re- 
port that I had had a paroxysm* After six months I became me- 
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lancholy , and I wasted away. I no leoger attempted to amuse my- 
self^ but sat all day with my eyes fixed upon Tacancy. I do longer 
attended to my person ; I allowed my beard to grow — my face was 
never washed , unless mechanically , when ordered by the keeper ; 
and , if I was not mad , there was every prospect of my soon beco- 
ming so. Life passed away as a blank — I had become indifferent 
to every thing — I noted time no more — the change of seasons 
was unpercelved — even the day and the night followed without 
my regarding them. 

I was in this unfortunate situation , when one day the door was 
opeped , and , as had been often the custom during my imprison- 
ment, visitors were going round the establishment, to indulge thehr 
curiosity, in witnessing the degradation of their fellow creatures, or 
to offer their commiseration. I paid no heed to them , not even 
casting up my eyes. ** This young man ," said the medical gentle- 
man who accompanied flie party, ''has entertained the strange 
idea that his name is Simple , and that he is the rightful heir to the 
title and property of Lord Privilege." 

One of the visitors came up to me, and looked me in the face. 
** And so he is," cried he, to the doctor, who looked with astonish- 
ment. •* Peter, don't yon know me?" I started up. It was General 
O'Brien. I flew into his arms, and burst into (ears. 

** Sir," said General O'Brien, leading me to the chair, and seat^ 
ing roe upon it, '* I tell you that it Mr. Simple, the nephew of Lord 
Privilege ; and, I believe, the heir to the title. If, therefore, his as- 
sertion of such being the case , is the only proof of his insanity , be 
is illegally confined. I am here, a foreigner, and a prisoner on pa- 
role ; but I am not without friends. My Lord Belmore ," said he, 
turning to another of the visitors who had accompanied him , **I 
pledge you my honour that what I state is true ; and I request yon 
will immediately demand the release of this poor young man." 

**I assure you , Sir, that I bave Lord Privilege's letter," ob- 
served the doctor. 

"Lord Privilege is a scoundrel," re*plied General O'Brien. 
**But there is justice to be obtained in this country, and he fihall 
pay deariy for his lettre de cachet. My dear Peter , how fbrtunate 
was my visit to this horrid place ! I had heard so much of the ex- 
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cellent arrangements of this establisbmeDt, that I agreed to walk 
round with Lord Belmore ; but I find that it is abused." 

''Io(^eed, General O'Brien, I have been treated with kind- 
ness/' replied I; **and particularly by this gentleman. It was 
not his fault." 

General O'Brien and Lord Belmore then inquired of the doctor 
if he had any objection to my release. 

** None whatever, my lord, even if he were insane; although I 
now see how I have been imposed upon. We allow the friends of 
any patient to remove him , if they think that they can pay him 
more attention. He may leave with you this moment." 

I now did feel my brain turn with the revulsion from despair f« 
hope, and I fell back in my seat. The doctor perceiving my con- 
dition, bled me copiously, and laid me on the bed, where I re- 
mained more than an hour, watched by General O'Brien. I then 
got up , calm and thankful. I was shaved by the barber of the 
establishment , washed and dressed myself, and , leaning on the 
general's arm, was led out. I cast my eyes upon the two celebrated 
stone figures of Melancholy and Raving Madness; as I passed 
them, I trembled, and clung more tightly to the general's arm, was 
assisted into the carriage, and bade farewell to madness and 
misery. 

The general sakl nothing until we approached the hotel where 
he resided, in Dover Street ; and then he inquired, in a low Yoice, 
whether I could bear more excitement. 

*']t is Celeste you mean , general?" 

**Itls, my dear boy, she is here;" and he squeezed my hand« 

"Alas ! " cried I, ** what hopes have I now of Celeste?" 

**More than you had before ," replied the general. ** She lives 
but for you ; and if you are a beggar, I have a competence to make 
you sufficiently comfortable." 

I returned the general's pressure of the hand , but could not 
speak. We descended , and in a minute I was led by the father 
into the arms of the astonished and delighted daughter. 

I must pass over a few days , during which I had almost re- 
covered my health and spirits; and bad narrated my adventures to 
General O'Brien and Celeste. My first object was to discover mj 
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•iftter. What had become of poor Ellen , in the destitute condi- 
tion in which she had been left, I knew not; and I resolyed to go 
down to the vicarage, and make inqoiries. I did not, however, 
set off until a legal adviser had been sent for by General O'Brien ; 
and doe notice given to Lord Privilege of an action to be imme- 
diately brought against him for false imprisonment. 

I set off in the" mail , and the next evening arrived at the town 
of — . I hastened to the parsonage, and the tears stood in my eyes 
as I thought of my mother, my poor father, and the peculiar and 
doubtful situation of my dear sister. I was answered by a boy m 
livery, and found the present incumbent at home. He received 
me politely, listened to my story, and then replied, that my sister 
had set off for London on the day of his arrival , and that she^had 
not communicated her intentions.to any one. Here, then, was 
all clue lost, and I was in despair. I walked to the town in time 
to throw myself into the mail , and the next evening joined Celeste 
and the general, to whom I communicated the unpleasant intelli- 
gence, and requested advice how to proceed. 

LordBelmore called the next morning, and the general con- 
sulted him. His lordship took great interest in my concerns ; and, 
previous to any further steps, advised me to step into his carriage, 
and allow him to relate my case to the First Lord of the Admiralty. 
This was done immediately; and, as I had now an opportunity of 
speaking freely to his lordship , I explained to him the conduct of 
Captain Hawkins, and his connexion with my uncle; also the 
reason of my uncle's persecution. His lordship finding me under 
such powerful protection as Lord Belmore's , and having an eye to 
my future claims , which my uncle's conduct gave him reason to 
suppose were well founded, was extremely gracious, and said, 
that I should hear from him in a day or two. He kept his word, and 
on the third day after my interview, I received a note, announcing 
my promotion to the rank of commander. I was delighted with 
this good fortune, as was General O'Brien and Celeste. 

When at the Admiralty, I inquired about O'Brien, and found 
that he was expected home every day. He had gained great repu- 
tation in the East Indies was chief in command at the taking of 
some of the islands , and , it was said, was to be created a baronet 
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for his services. Every thlog wore a favourable aspect , excepting- 
the disappearance of my sister. This was a weight on my mind 1 
conld not removf . 

But I have forgotten to inform the reader by what means Ge- 
neral O'Brien and Celeste arrived so opportunely in England # 
Martinique had been captured by our forces about six months 
before, and the whole of the garrison surrendered as prisoners of 
war. General O'Brien was sent home, and allowed to be on pa- 
role; although born a Frenchman , he had very high connexions in 
Ireland, of whom Lord Belmore was one. When they arrived, they 
had made every inquiry for me without success: they knew*tbatl 
had been tried by a court-martial and dismissed my ship, but after 
that, no clue could be found for my discovery. 

Celeste , who was fearful that some dreadful accident had oc- 
curred to ilb, had suffered very much in health; and General 
O'Brien , perceiving how much his daughter's happiness depended 
upon her attachment for me, had made up his mind that if I were 
found , ire should be united. I hardly need say how delighted he 
was when he discoveied me , though in a situation so little to be 
envied. 

The story of my incarceration, of the action to be brought 
against my uncle, and the reports of foul play, relative to the suc- 
cession , had, in the mean time, been widely circulated among the 
nobility; and I found that every attention was paid me, and I was 
repeatedly invited out as an object of curiosity and speculation. 
The loss of my sister also was a subject of much interest , and 
many people, from good will , made every inquiry to discover her» 
I had returned one day from the solicitor's , who had advertised for 
her in the newspapers without success, when I found a letter for me 
on the table, in an Admiralty enclosure. I opened it — the enclo- 
sure was one from O'Brien , who had just cast anchor at Spithead, 
and who had reqifested that the letter should be forwarded to me» 
if any one could tell my address. Itorettopeo, 

**Mr DBAR Pbtbr, 
" Where are , and what has become of you? I have received do 
letters for these two yean, and i haw ftetied myself to death. I 

Piier Simple. , 30 
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received yowr leiter about ibe raM«Uy eoort-nwrtial; bat, perbtps, 
you bave not beard that the little seouddreit is deadL Yes , Peter; 
be brought your letter out iu his own ship, and that was his death- 
warrant. I met him at a private party. He >rougbt.up your name 
•— I allowed him to abuse you, and then told himy be was a liar and 
a scoundrel ; upon wbidihe challenged ma, very OMch against his 
will; but. the affront was i so public, thai he couMbH help himself. 
Upon which I shot him« with aU the good will in the: world , and 
could be have jumped up again twenty times , like Jack in the box, 
I would have shot bim every tinie« The dirty scoundrel! but there's 
an end of bim. Nobody pitied him « for every one hated bim-; and 
the adoEHral only looked gnave, and than was very much obliged to 
me for giving him a vacaaey for his nephew. By-tbe-by^ l^om some 
unknown handi but I presume from the officers of his ship, I re- 
eeived a packet of correspoDdence between bimand^our worthy 
uncle, which is about as elegant a piece of. rascality as everivas 
carried on belweeo two soonndnels; buit that *s not all, Peter. I* Te 
got a young womaurfor you « who. will make your heart glad r^ not 
Mademoiselle Celesta, for I don^t know w^ere she is — b^t the 
wet-nurse who went out to India. Her husband was sent hoipe:a8 
*n invalid, and she waftallowod her passage home with-hirain my 
frigate. Finding that he belonged to the tegiment , I talked to him 
' abou^one O'SuIlivan , who married in Ireland ,. and mentioned the 
girl's name , and when he discovered that she was a countryman 
of mine, he told me thiAkts real name was 0*SulUvao^- sure «ninigli» 
but that be bad always served as a O'Connell, and that his wife on 
board was the young woman in question. Upon wbkfa , I seat to 
speak to her, and tellingbertbatl knew all about it^ and mention«- 
ing the names of Etla Flanagan, and/ber mother, who feadgiFen 
me the information » sbe was. qnite astonished; an4 wbeD^I asked 
her what had become of the child: which she teok^ln pifevof ber 
•own, sbe told mo'thsit it had been diuwnediatPiyQioalh'^ and that 
ber husband was sairadnf thejsame4ime»by.a'yont]giofllcar, * whose 
name I have here,' says she; and then she pulled out of her neck 
your card , with Peter Simple on it. .'Now/ says 1; *d(J/you know, 
n>od/Womatt, tbatinhelpngonihe rascally exchange i>f'cMMren, 
u cubi that very yonngi Bttniwho saved yonr hnsbatad, for yoa 



467 



deprive him of his title and property^ She stared like a slack pig, 
when! said so , and then cursed and blamed herlelf; and d^i^ared 
i»he 'd HghtyOQ as ddon as we came home; and'md^ aiiitidiis she H' 
9f1H'io do so^'for ishe love^ (he very BSftie of you'; so y6d's6e; Fe(er, 
a good action has its reward ^metimes in this world, •tiM a bad 
action also, seeing as hdw Vje shot tliiit confontadcd Tillidn who 
dared to iii«-use you. I have plenty more to say to yoii , Feter ; t>ut 
1 don't like writing what, perhaps , may neif^r be read , so 1 11 W^ftf ' 
tfltlheflr from you; and then, as soon asi I get thfoagh m^l)usi- 
ness ; we will set to and trounce that scoundrel of an uncle. I htiV^ 
twenty thousand pounds jammed togethet' in the consolidated/ 
besides the Spice IsUnds, which will' be a pi'ett^f piihhy ; and 
ereryfiirihiogofit shall go to right you, Peter, and make a lord of 
you, asipromiscfd you often that yoti shduld be; and if you win you 
shall pay, and if yod'don*t, then d— n'the Itiiek and d— n (he mdney 
too. I heg you will'offer my best ^egiii'ds to Hiss Ellen , and say 
bow happy I shall be to hear that she'i^ well'; btitit has* always fo^jen 
on my mind, Peter, that yotii* flatter did not leave too mtlcb'bcUind 
faim , aiid-I wish to know' how you both get on. Tlefl ydu ^ carte 
blanche at my agent's, and I only hope that you htfVe ti(ken adviin^ 
ta^e of it, if reqUiredT if not, you^renot theP^i^lhat'f left bdiind 
me. So now, farewefi', and>ddtiH fol^get t* answer niy lettbr in fab 
time. Ever y6ur*s; 

' *nrE^Eifcte- CfBittfeir." 

This was indeed joyful intelligence. I handed the letter Ui 
Geneiiil CyBrien , who read it; Celeste faiio^irig ov<<r his sBddlder, 
and perusing It at ^he sa'nie time. 

"•rtisisw^ll," said the general; "rtteri Twidb you joy; 
and. Celeste; I ought to wish you joy alirtjf, at youi' ftilUre prd- 
spects. It will indeed be a gratfflcatioh'if eve^I haH'you as Lady 
Wvilege." 

•♦Celeste," saiTdf, "you did not rijectmfewtieh I %a'4 penny- 
less, and In dis|$iiace. O my no^ st^tisr BTIe]^! iri-^OFuftilHtt" 
find you, 'hiwhf^py 'Should rb5l" • . 

I s^t' iihfnio write to O'BHen, aeqmiMiig'hm ^UU afi^Ukt' 
hadoocdrredi and the loss of my dear sisle^l The dkjf afler'th^' 

30* 
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receipt of my letter , O'Brien burst into tiie room. After the first 
moments of consratnlation were past, he said, '*Mf heart 's 
broke, Peter, about joar sister Ellen: find her I must. I shall 
give up my ship , for I '11 noTer give up the search as long as I live. 
I most find her." 

**Do, pray, my dear O'Brien , and I only wish — " 

«* Wish what, Peter? shall I tell yon what I wish? ^ that If I 
find her, you '11 give her to me formy trouble." 

** As far as I am concerned, O'Brien, nothing would give me 
greater pleasure; but God knows to what wretchedness and want 
may have compelled her." 

** Shame on you, Peter, to think so of your sister. I pledge 
my honour for her. Poor, miserable, and unhappy she may be — 
but no — no, Peter. . Ton don't know — you don't love her as I 
do , if you can allow such thoughts to enter your mind." 

This conversation took place at the window; we then turned 
round to General O'Brien and Celeste. 

*' Captain OlBrien ," said the general. 

*'8ir Terence O'Brien, if you please, general. His Majesty 
has given me a handle to my name." 

"I congratulate you, Sir Terence," said the general, shaking 
him by the hand: **wl^t i was about to say is, that I hope you 
will take up your quarters at this hotel, and we will all live together. 
I trust we shall soon find Ellen: in the meanwhile, we have no 
time to lose , in our exposure of Lord Privilege. Is the woman in 
town?" 

*' Yes, and under lock and key; but the devil a fear of her. 
Millions would not bribe her to wrong him who risked his life for 
her husband. She 's Irish, general, to the back bone. Never- 
theless, Peter, we must go to our solicitor, to give the intelli- 
gence , that he may take the necessary steps." 

For three weeks, O'Brien was diligent in his search for Ellen, 
employing every description of emissary without success. In the 
mean while, the general and I were prosecuting our cause against 
Lord Privilege. One morning, Lord Belmore called upon os, 
and asked the general if we would accompany him to the theatre, 
to see two celebrated pieces performed. In the latter, which was 
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a musical fkree, a new performer was to come out; of whom re- 
port spoke highly. Celeste consented , and after an early dinner, 
we joined his lordship in his private box, which was above the 
stage, on the first tier. The first piece was played , and Celeste, 
who had never seen the performance of Toung , was delighted. 
The curtain then drew up for the second piece. In the second act, 
the new performer, a Miss Henderson, was led by the manager 
on the stage ; she was apparently much frightened and excited, but 
three rounds of applause gave her courage, and she proceeded* 
At the very first notes of her voice I was startled, and O'Brien, who 
was behind , threw himself forward to look at her; but as we were 
almost directly above, aodberhead was turned the other way, we 
could not distinguish her features. As she proceeded in her song, 
she gained courage , and her face was turned towards us^ and she 
cast her eyes up — saw me — the recognition was mutual — I held 
out my arm, but could not speak — she staggered , and fell down 
in a swoon. 

*('T is Ellen!" cried O'Brien, rushing past me; and, making 
ou( spring down on the stage, he carried her off, before any other 
person could come to her assistance. I followed-him, and found 
him with Ellen still in his arms , and the actresses assisting in her 
recovery.. The manager came forward to apologize, stating that 
the young lady was too ill to proceed, and the audience, who had 
witnessed the behaviour of O'Brien and myself, were satisfied with 
the romance in real life which had been exhibited. Her pari was 
read by another, but the piece was little attended to, every one 
trying to find out the occasion of this uncommon occurrence. In 
the mean time, Ellen was put into a hackney-coach by O'Brien and 
me , and we drove to the hotel , where we were soon joined by the 
general and Celeste. 

CHAPTER XXV. . 

It never rains hot ft pours , whether it be good or bad news — I succeed 
in every thing, aod to every thing, my wife, my title, and estate — and 
'*all '8 well that ends well." 

I ^HALL pass oyer the scenes which followed , and give my 
sister's history jn her own words. 
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''I wiple ^Q fau, 4ny dear Peter, lo teU you l^t I had coa- 
8idere(i U xuy j^^ty .lo.|i«y nil j^y fMher*6 debts wijUb^y^wr moaef , 
and that there ifiere b^t »iity pounds left vhea evei^ claim hcd 
beeo satisfied ; dipd I requested you ^o oowe to ine js $o<mi as 
yoa. could , that I a^^ ^i^e y^iur eovasel a«d a^siataiftce as to my 
future arraogemeats." 

^*I received yoor letter, 'Elleor and was hastening to you, vhea 
— bat no matter, I will tcdl my story afterwards." 

'*Day after day I waited with anxiety for a letter, and thenw^rote 
to the officers of the ship to know if any accident had occurred. 
I received an answer from the surgeon , informing me that you had 
quitted Portsmouth to join me , and had not since been heard of. 
You may imagine my distress at this communication , as I did not 
doubt but that something dreadful had occurred, as I know, too 
well, that nothing would have detained you from me at such a time. 
The new vicar appointed , had come down to look over the house, 
and to make arrangements for bringing in his family. The furni- 
ture he had previously agreed to take at a valuation, and the sum 
had been appropriated in liquidation of our father's debts. Thad 
already been permitted to remain longer than was usual, and had 
no alternative but to quit, which I did not do until the last mo- 
ment. I could not leave my address , for I knew not where I was 
to go. I took my place in the coach , and arrived in Lpodon. My 
first object was to secure the means of livelihood, by offering my- 
self as a governess; but I found great difficulties from not being 
able to procure a good reference, and from not having already 
served in that capacity. At last I was taken into a family to bring 
up three little girls ; but I soon found out how little chapce I had of 
comfort. The lady had objected to me as too good^ooking — for 
this same reason the gentleman insisted upon my being engaged. 

**Thus was I a source of disunion — the lady treated me with 
great harshness , ^nd the gentleman with, too much attention. At 
last, her ilMreatmeot, and his persecution , were both so intoler- 
able, that I gave notice that I should leave my situation." 

** I beg your pardon , Miss Bilen , but will you oblige me with 
the name and residence of that gentleman?" said O'Brien. 
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** Indeed, Ellen, do no such (hiog," replied I; *' continue 
your story." 

**I could not obtain dnother situation as governess; for as I 
always stated where I had been , and did not choose to give the 
precise reason for quitting — merely stating that I was not com- 
fortable, whenever the lady was called upon for my character » she 
invariably spoke of me, so as to prevent my obtaining a situation. 

*'At last I was engaged as teacher to a school. I had better 
have taken a situation as housemaid. I was expected to be every 
where , to do every thing — was up at daylight, and never in bed 
till past midnight: fared very badly, and was equally ill paid — 
but still it was honest employment, and I remained there for more 
than a year; but, though as economical as possible, my salary 
would not maintain me in clothes and washing , which was all I 
required. There was a master of elocution, who came every week, 
and whose wife was the teacher of music. They took a great liking 
to me, and pointed out how much better I should be off, if I could 
succeed on the stage , of which they had no doubt. For months I 
refused , hoping still to have some tidings of you ; but at last my 
drudgery became so insupportable , and my means so decreased, 
that I unwillingly consented. 

**It was then nineteen months since I had heard of you, and I 
mourned yon as dead. I had no relations except my uncle, and I 
was unknown even to him. I quitted the situation , and took up 
my abode with the teacher of elocution and his wife, who treated 
me with every kindness and prepared me for my new career. 
Neither at the school, which was three miles from London, nor at 
my new residence , which was over Westminster-bridge , did I 
ever see a newspaper ; it was no wonder, therefore , that I did not 
know of your advertisements. After three months' preparation I 
was recommended and introduced to the manager by my kind 
friends, and accepted. Ton know the rest." 

'*Well, Miss Ellen, ifany one ever tells you that you were on 
the stage , at all events you may reply that you-wasn't there long." 

** I trust not long enough to be recognised ," replied she. '' 1 
recollect how often 1 have expressed my disgust at those who woul 
thus consent to exhibit themselves — but circumstances Strang' 



472 



liter onr feelings. I d6 , however , trust that 1 should have been 
respectable, even as an actress." 

**That you would, Bliss Ellen/' replied O'Brien. "What 
ilidltellyon, Peter?" 

"Tou pledged your honour that nothing would induce £llen to 
disgrace her family , I recollect, O'Brien." 

"Thank you,SirTerence, foryour good opinion," repliedEUen. 

Hy sister had been with us about three days , during which I 
had informed her of all that had taken place, when, one evening 
finding myself alone with her, I candidly stated to her what were 
O'Brien's feelings towards her, and pleaded his cause with all the 
earnestness in my power. 

'*My dear brother," replied she, '*I have always admired 
Captain O'Brien's character, and always have felt grateful to him for 
his kindness and attachment to you ; but I cannot say that I love 
him — I have never thought about him , except as one to whom we 
are both much indebted." * 

'*But do you mean to say that you could not love him?" 

**No', I do not : and I will do all I can , Peter — I will try — 
I never will, if possible , make him unhappy who has been so kind 
to you." 

** Depend upon it, Ellen, that with your knowledge of O'Brien 
and with feelings of gratitude to him , you will soon love him , if 
once you accept him as a suitor. May I tell him -^" 

** You may tell him that he may plead his own cause, my dear 
brother; and, at all events, I will listen to no other, until he has 
had fair play; but recollect, that at present I only like him — like 
him very much, it is true -^ but still I only like him." 

I was quite satisfied with my success, and so was O'Brien, 
when I told him. 

"By the powers, Peter, she's an angel, and I can't expect her 
to love an inferior being like myself; but if she '11 only like me well 
enough to marry me , I '11 trust to after-marriage for the rest. Love 
comes with the children , Peter. Well , but you need not say that 
to her — devil a bit — they shall come upon her like old age, with- 
out her perceiving it." 

O'Brien having thus obtained permission, certainly lost no 
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time ia taking advantage of it. . Celeste and I were more fondly 
attached every day. The solicitor declared my case so good , that 
lie could raise fifty thousand pounds upon it. In short, all our 
causes were prosperous, when an eyent occurred, the details of 
which, of course, I did not obtain until some time afterwards, 
but wbioh I shall narrate here. 

My uncle was very mndi alarmed when he discovered that I had 
been released from Bedlam — still more so; when he had notice 
given him of a suit, relative to the succession to the title. His 
emissaries had discovered that the wet-nurse had been brought 
home in O'Brien's frigate, and was kept so close that they could 
not communicate with her. He now felt that all his schemes would 
prove abortive. His legal adviser was with him, and they had 
been walking in the garden , talking over the contingencies , when 
they stopped close to the drawing-room windows of the mansion at 
Eagle Park. 

<*But, Sir," observed the lawyer, ** if you will not confide in 
me , I cannot act for your benefit. You still assert that nothing of 
the kind has taken place ? " 

*'I 'do ," replied his lordship. '* It is a foul invention." 

*'Then, my lord, may I ask you, why you considered it ad- 
visable to imprison Mr. Simple in Bedlam? " 

*' Because I hate him," retorted his lordship, — ** detest 
him." 

'*And for what reason, my lord? his character is unim- 
peached , and he is your near relative." 

**I tell you, Sir, that I hate him — would that he were now 
lying dead at my feet! " 

Hardly were the words out of my uncle's mouth, when a 
whizzing was heard for a second , and then something fell down 
within a foot of where they stood, with a heavy crash. They started 
— turned round — the adopted heir lay lifeless at their feet , and 
their legs were bespattered with his blood and his brains. The 
poor boy, seeing his lordship below , had leaned out of one of the 
upper windows to call to him , but lost his balance, and had fallen 
head foremost upon the wide stone pavement which surrounded 
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die uMiinon. F«r a finr aaeonds , the teivyeF «Qd my uncle looked 
upon e«cli olher villi fcomr. 

** A judpsent! — a JM i ^ia enti" cried thekwyer et last, looking^ 
at li» client. Iff vnele eeveredhia Ikc with his hands , and fell. 
Assistance now came eut,.lnikthaee was more than one to help up. 
The violence of his emotion had brooght on an apople^it fit , and 
my uncle » altbonsh be hreaUied, .nmer spoke again. 

It was in CQOseqnence of this tragictl e«iBBl, .of whieh'we did 

not know the particulars until afWrwaids, that the neitmornisg 

my solicitor called , and i^ut a leller into ray hand, saying, '^AU^w 

me to congratulate your lordship/' We were all al brrakfast al the 

time , and the general , O'Brien , and myself jumped* up all in such 

astonishment at this unexpected -title being so soon conferred upon 

me, that we bad a heavy bill for damages to pay; and had not 

Ellen caught the tea-urn, as it was tipped over, there would, in 

all probability, have been a doctor's bill into the bargain. - Tlie 

letter was eagerly read — it was from my uncle's legal adviso', who 

hadwitoessed the catastrophe, informing me, that all dispute as 

to the succession was at an end by the tragical event that hadlakeo 

place, and that he had put seals upon every thing, awaUipg my 

arrival or instructions. The solicitor, as be presented the letter, 

said that he would take bis leave ^ and call again in an hour or two, 

when I was more composed. My first movement , when I bad read 

the letter aloud, was to throw my arms round Celeste, and embrace 

her — and O'Brien, taking the bint, did the same to Ellen, and 

was excused in consideration of circumstances ; but , as soon as 

she could disengage herself her arms were entwined round my 

neck , while Celeste was hanging on her father's. Having disposed 

of the ladies , the gentlemen now shook hands , and although we 

had not all appetites to finish our breakfasts , never was there a 

happier quintette. 

In about an honr my solicitor returned , and- congratulated me, 
and immediately set about thenecessary^reparations. I desired 
him to go down iiOmediately to Eagle i^ark, attend to the funeral 
of ray uncle , aod the poor little boy who had paid so dearly for bis 
intended advancement, and take diarge from my uncle's legal ad- 
viser, f^o reinamed In the house* The ** dreadful accident in high 
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life" fowd Ua way fat* Hw papers of ^ day, and before dioner 
time a pile of yisitiDg cards was poured id, which ooYered the table. 
The next day, a letter acrifed from the Flrdt Loud, aDDounciDg 
•that he had juade out.my oommisaioQ as post-captain , and trusted 
that I would allow him the pteasnre af paeseutiag it himself at bis 
dinner hour, at half-past seven. Very much obliged to him : the 
'^fool of the famUy " mis^ have waited a long while for it. 

While I was reading this letter, tiie waiter came up to say that 
a young woman below wanted to speak to me. I desired her to be 
shown up. As soon as she came in, she burst into tears, knelt 
down, and kissed my hand. 

'*fiore, it 's yoo — oh! yes — it 's you that saved my poor 
husband when I was assisting to your ruio. And an't I punished 
foe say wicked doings -> an't my poor boy dead?" 

She said no more, but remained on her knees sobbing bitterly. 
Of course the reader recognises in her the wet-nurse who had ex- 
changed her child. I raised her up , and desired her to apply to 
my sdiciier to pay her expenses , and leave her address. 

>'B«t do you forgive me, Mr. Simple? It 's not that I have 
forgivjBU myself." 

**I do forgive you with all my heart, my good woman. You 
:havebeeB punished enovgh.^' 

''iKhave, indeed," replied she, sobbing; ''but doiiH I deserve 
it alt , and more too? God's blessing, and all the saints' too, upon 
your head, for your kind foi^veness, a»yhow. My heart is 
lighter." And she quitted the room. 

•8he:faad scarcely 4|uiited the hotel, when the waiter came up 
again. * 'Another lady, my lord, wishes to speak with you; but 
aha won't give her name." 

'*BeaiIy, my lord, you seem to have an extetisive female ac*- 
quaintance," said the general. 

^SAtall events, I am not aware of any that I need be ashamed, 
•f. Show the lady up, waiter." 

.'In a moment entered a fat unwieldy little mortal , very warm 
from walking; she sat down in a chair, threw back her tippet^ atfd 
then exclaimed , ^ Lord bless yon , bow you have grown I gemini, 
if I can hardly believe my eyes ; and I declare he don't know me." 
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<*I redlf cannot euetly rtcollect whert I had tlie pleasure of 
seeing you before. Madam." 

**Well| diat's what I said to Jemima, when I went down io 
the kitchen. * Jemima/ says I, *I wonder if little Peter Simple 
will i^now me.' And Jemina says, 'I think he would the parrot, 
marm. 

**Mrs. Handycock, I belieye," said I, recollecting Jemima 
and the parrot, althongh, from a little thin woman, she had grown 
so fat as not to be recognisable. 

**0h! so yoa 've foond me oat, Mr. Simple — my lord, I 
ought to say. Well, I need not ask after yonr grandfather now, 
for I know he's dead; but, as I was coming this way for orders, I 
thought I would just step in and see how yoa looked." 

* * I trust Mr. Handycock is well , ma'am. Pray is he a bull or 
a bear?" 

''Lord bless you, Mr. Simple — my lord, I should say — he 's 
been neither bull nor bear for these three years. He was obliged 
Ui waddle; if I didn't know much about bulls and bears, I know 
yery well what a lame duck is , to my cost. We 're off the Stock 
i!xchange , and Mr. Handycock is set up as a coal merchant." 

'* Indeed!" 

**Yes; that is, we have no coals, bat we take orders, and 
have half-a-crown a chaldron for our trouble. As Mr. Handycock 
says, it 's a very good business^ if you only had enough of it. Per* 
baps your lordship may be able to give us an order. It 's nothing 
oat of your pocket, and something into ours." 

'* I shall be very happy when I retam again to town, Mrs. Han- 
dycock. I hope the parrot is quite well." 

'<0h! my lord, that's a sore subject; only think of Mr. Han- 
dycock, when we retired from the 'Change, taking my parrot one 
day and selling it for five guineas , saying, five guineas was better 
than a nasty squalling bird. To be sure, there was nothing for 
dinner that day; but, as Jemima agreed with me, we 'd rather 
have gone without a dinner for a month , than have parted with 
Poll. Since we 've looked up a little in the world , I saved up five 
guineas, by hook or by crook, and tried to get Poll back again, but 
the lady said she wouldn't take fifty guineas for him." 
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Hrs. Haodycoek then janped from her chair, saying , / * Good 
morning, my lord; I 'ii leave one ofHr.Handycoek'a cards. Jo- 
mima would be so glad to see you/' 

As she left the room » Celeste laughingly asked me whether I 
had any more sach acqaaintances. 

I replied, that I believed not; but I must acknowledge thai 
Mrs. Trotter was brought to my recollection, and I was under 
some alarm , lest she should also come and pay me her respects. 

The next day I had another unexpected visit. We had just sat 
down to dinner^ when we heard a disturbance below; and, shortly 
after , the generars French servant came up in great haste, saying 
that there was a foreigner below , who wished to see me ; and thai 
he had been caning one of the waiters of the hotel , for not paying 
him proper respect. 

'^Who can that be?" thought I: and I went out of the door, 
and looked over the banisters , as the noise still continued. 

'* Tou must not come here to beat Englishmen, I can tell yon,** 
roared one of the waiters. >** What do we care for your foreign 
counts?" 

*'Sacre, canaille!" cried the other party, in a contemptuous 
voice, which I well knew. 

' **Ay, canal! — we '11 duck you in the canal, if you don'l 
mind." 

**Ton will!" said the stranger, who had hitherto spoken 
French. '* Allow me to observe — in the most delicate manner la 
the world — just to hint, that y^ou are a d— d trenGher-4craping, 
napkin-carrying, shilling-peeking, up-and-down-stairs son of a 
bitch — and take this for your Impudence! " 

The noise of the cane was again heard; and I hastened down 
stairs, where I found Count Shucfcsen thrashing two or three of the 
waiters without mercy. At my appearance, the waiters, who 
were showing fight, retreated to a short distance , out of reach of 
the cane. 

««Mydeareounl," exdidmedl, *'.isityou?" and I shook him 
by the hand. 

**My dear Lord'Privllege, will you excuse me? but these fel* 
lows are saucy." 
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"Then I Ml have them disehM-ged ," repKed I. <<If a friend of 
' mine , iifid &d oReer of your rank and distinction , cannot cooib to 
see me without insnlt, I will seek another hotel.'' 

This threat of mine, and the reception I gave the count, put 
all to rights. The waiters sneaked off, and the mfliater of the hotel 
apologiEed . It appeared that thi^y had desired^ htni^ to wait in- the 
coffee-room until they conld atindnnce him , wbith had lidrt the 
count's dignity. 

*' We are just siHing down t^ diMler, eonilt; wfH yew join 
us?*' 

<<^ As soon as I hlh'e ImprohFM my toHet, my dear lord," re* 
plied hb; '* you' most perceive that I'amoff a jdohiey.^' 

The ma^er of the hdl?el bo^d, and* pi^ee>d«d to show the 
count to a dressing-room. 

When Itetamed up stairi o-- *' What wiis< ttte matterf*' in^ 
quired 0-Baien. 

"O nothing! •-- alittle distuHbaDcelri eon^^^fueMce'of a fi>lr^ig* 
n^ not understanding 'EttgKshi" 

In about five minutes the waiter opened the door, and an^ 
notinced Count Shucksen. 

'*Now, O'BrieU, you 'II be puzzled/' sMI; arid in came the 
eottnt. 

"My dear Lord Privilege ," said he , coming up and taking^me 
by the hand; ** let nii^ noi he thelif^lo congnttttlate yod'u|idn your 
a^eSdicUi Iwas niiMiirig up'thet^antfel'id"mjf'fVi^a(e, nHMtef a 
pibt-boaft gave me then(!Wbpape¥, iii'whieh I saW y<^k- unl^peeted 
change of circumstances. I taaade ad et^§t for dipping * my an- 
chor at Spithead this morning, and I hirve co^e 'np^dsl to ezpresis 
how sincerely I (>&rt{Mpat« fa yOU^ g^ord foitinie.'^' Count fthncksen 
tUM] p<yrilHyl»alut^d1he'tadifesand'thegetiet(d, add Idhi^kt round 
toO'BH9fl V who had 1>e^ staring af li4^ wiTB Vl^ttriiiAi^etit. 

'«€i&uAt Shucke«n', alfoir' ide ' td • hiti»od^^ Sl^ Tereuee' 
O'Brien." 

«*By'tlM» piper that played b^^1^^'BM»e^, Btttf lt% a p«izle," 
said O'Brien, earnestly looking in the count's face. **!Bt5od and' 
thunder ! 'if it ii'h*t €hQ<$k« ! — my «leat^thi(d<' wheh did yoi rise 
from your grave?" 
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"Forlautelf ," r«p)i«ddncmiDt, u4b^«hMk MCfa oUt^a 
band* Eur some (im, "I never veil into it , 81r Tereoce. But 
n>«, *ilh jcuTpemiMion, mf-Iord, I'lltAaMme food, SB I 
retllramiiattliUlehuQgrr. After diDoer, Captain O'Britn, JOB 
skall tttu m] liitlor]'." 

His secretirascaDGdod to ibe whole party, vpoa my pledgii^ 
mfielf for tlieir keeping it locked up In ilieir own bnasts, whicli 
was a bold ttung on mj pirt, coqBirfering that two of tbem were 
ladies. 

Tbe count stayed with us for some time, and was introduced 
by me everyvbere. It was impossible to discover tbat be bad not 
been bred up in a court, his manners were so good. He was a 
great favourite with the ladies ; andhis^njuslacbios, bad French, 
and waltzing — an iccomplislnneatlie bad picked up in Sweden — 
were quite the vogue. All the ladies were sorry when the Swedish 
count announced his departure by a P. P. C. 

Before I left town, I called upon Ihe First Lord of the Admi- 
ralty, and procured for Swinburne a first-rate, building— that is 
to say ordered lo be built. This he had olleu said he wished , as 
be wai tired of the sea , after a service of forly-Ove years. Sub- 
sequently, I obtained leave ofabsence for him every year; and he 
used to make himself very happy at Eagle Park. Most of his lime 
was, however, passed on the lake, either Gsbiog or rowing 
abont ; telling long stories to all who would join bim in his water 
excursions. 

A fortnight after my assuming my title, «ve set off for Eagle 
Park: and Celeste consented to my entreaties, Ibal the wedding 
should take place that day month. Upon this hint O'Brien spake ; 
and to oblige me , Ellen consented tbat we should be united on the 

O'Brien wrote to Fatherltl'Gralb ; but the leUer was retnmed by 
post, with "rfeurf" marked upon the outside. IJ'Brien the 
to one ofbis sisters, who informed him, that Father M'Gral 
cross the bog one eveolDg when he had taken a very large 
tioD of whiskey; and that he was seen out of the right pal 
bad never been heard of afterwards. 

On the day afpaiat«d, v» were all united ; and both 
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have been attended with as mnch happiness as this world can af- 
ford. Both O'Brien and I are blessed with diildren, which ^ as 
O'Brien obserred, have come upon us like old aid age, until we 
now can master a large Christmas party in two families. Tbe ge- 
neral's head is white , and he sits and smiles, happy in his daagh- 
ter's happiness, and in the gambols of his grandchildren. 
. -Such, reader, is the history of Peter Simple, Viscount Pif- 
vilege , no longer the fool , but the head of the family , who now 
bids yon farewell. 



THE END. 
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